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An Invitation To Participate

See the Communique in full colour on the 
church web page http://colborne711.org

Colborne Communique
Submit material to Terry Fieldhouse on the due date no later 
than 5:00 pm at tfieldhouse@sympatico.ca. Preferred method 
is an attachment typed in Microsoft Word.

January 28 February  4

April 1 April 8

September 23September 16

November 25 December 2

June 3 June 10

Material Due Print Copy2022

Note . . . . From The Editor
In these most unusual times the September 
edition of the Communique is available 
in e-mail format.  There are print copies 
published for those without internet.

Stay safe — stay healthy
Terry Fieldhouse

We
Are The
Church
Together

Please remember to contact the Church office 
if you know of a Colborne Street family member 
who is in hospital, is scheduled to be in hospital 
or someone who would like a call. 

Pastoral Care is an important part of our 
Colborne Ministry.

2022 Official Board Executive

Official Board Chair .......... Archie Wright
Recording Secretary ......... Trish Ashbury
Trustees Chair ..................Don Mathewson 
Stewards Chair .................Gail Hutchinson
 Paul Wiancko
Treasurer ..........................John Obright
Clerk of Session ...............Eleanor Hunt
Worship & Music. .............. Ron McClatchie
Pastoral Care....................Sheila Lui
Christian Education .......... Dayna Munro
Nominations......................Open
Membership ......................Cathy Cull
Regional Lay Representative . Open
Ministry & Personnel ......... Greg Dickinson
Mission & Service ............. Marion Chamberlain
Local Outreach .................Jill Bell
Refugee Assistance .......... Anne Alton
UCW President .................Sheila Lui
Audio-Visual .....................Andrew McKinlay
Communique ....................Terry Fieldhouse
Archives ............................Trish Ashbury
Ministry .............................Rev. Frank Staples
Children’s Ministry ............ Dayna Munro
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Welcome 
Reverend Frank Staples

Search Committee Update

I am pleased to provide an update from the 
Search Committee with respect to Colborne officially 
welcoming Reverend Frank Staples. Reverend 
Staples’ start date is fast approaching. His first day 
as Colborne’s new Minister will be Friday, September 
23rd. The following Sunday, September 25th, during 
Sunday Service, we will welcome Frank and Susan 
Staples to the Colborne family. Frank will lead his 
first service at Colborne. It goes without saying that 
this is a can’t miss service! As I shared in June, 
Reverend Frank joins us from Windsor where he has 
been the Minister at Riverside United Church since 
2018. Frank has also worked as a Minister at Harrow 
United Church, in a dual pastoral charge at Chalmers 
United Church / St. Andrew’s United Church in Kintore 
and Brooksdale. He has also served as Chaplain at 

Canadian Forces Bases in Saskatchewan and Nova 
Scotia. He holds a Master of Divinity from Emmanuel 
College at the University of Toronto.

Over the summer, Frank and Susan sold their house 
in Windsor and bought a home in London of which 
they will receive possession next month. I am sure 
they are looking forward to settling into their new 
home in the coming weeks and exploring the Forest 
City with their three dogs. 

I hope you will be able to join us at Church on 
Sunday, September 25th as we mark the beginning 
of this exciting new chapter at Colborne and provide 
a warm in-person welcome to Frank and Susan. 

Reverend Frank Staples and his wife, Susan

Meg Walker
Chair, Search Committee
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Archie Wright 
Chair, Official Board

The Boardwalk

Wheels To Worship

There is no cost to ride the bus. 
If you would like to ride the bus to worship, 
please contact our Church Administrator, 

Norma-Jean – 519-432-4552.

The Sunshine Bus offers 
door-to-door service.

Thank You To 
Reverend Susan Cameron

Susan first contacted me 
while she was still finishing 
her term as a supply minister 
at Calvary United Church 
in London. Our Search 
Committee was still involved 
in seeking a new minister 
and Susan offered some 
valuable incite into how the 
process works and how to 
navigate through the twists 
and turns of operating with the Antler River Regional 
Council. Subsequently, when the time came for 
Colborne to hire a supply minister, Susan again offered 
her services. She accepted the call to minister part 
time for Colborne while working half-time for Ark Aid 
Mission. In December, Susan became our Sunday 
morning preacher and also established an ambitious 
schedule of pastoral visitations, particularly serving 
those who were in large part, confined to home or LTC 
facility. Susan’s calling took her well beyond her half- 
time commitment and provided support to the various 
committees dealing with ongoing tasks.

 Susan presented well-prepared and inspiring 
homilies that engaged the online members as well 
as attendees in spite of the continuing challenges 
presented by the pandemic. She has a thorough 
knowledge of scriptures and I enjoyed hearing how 
effectively she could reference that awareness with 
the local and world issues of the day. 

Susan will be leaving notes documenting many of 
her activities in order to assist our incoming minister, 
Frank Staples.

Susan will be assisting the  congregation of Riverside 
United Church in the coming weeks. On behalf of the 
Colborne family, I offer our prayers and very best 
wishes for her and her family as she continues with 
her call to serve our Lord and Saviour.

Welcome To 
Reverend Frank Staples
And His Wife Susan

Preparations are well underway to welcome Frank, 
Susan, and their three canine family members to 
CSUC. They have sold their house in Windsor and have 
purchased a home in south London. Their expected 
move-in date is October 12, 2022. 

Frank begins his call with Colborne on Sunday, 
September 25 and we’re hoping for a fine turnout in 
the church sanctuary. Frank and Susan will meet the 
Official Board members on Tuesday, September 20 at 
7:15 pm in the church hall. He will join the Music and 
Worship Committee on Thursday September 22 in the 
morning.  As you can see, Frank will start his call at 
sprint speed.

Our thoughts and prayers go with Frank and 
Susan as we enter this next chapter of worship at 
Colborne,”United In Lighting The Way.” Blessings,

Archie
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 Kennedy, 
Kimber-Johnson 

Director of Music.

In Tune

Kennedy Kimber-Johnson

Minister’s Greetings

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always 
for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given to you in Christ Jesus...”  1 Corinthians 1: 3 – 4

Dear Friends,
   I have borrowed Paul’s greeting to the early 

Christians in Corinth for my last greetings to you in 
the Communique. What a gift it is to give thanks to 
you for our time together at Colborne. It has been a 
pleasure to be with you in worship since December 
2021 and offering pastoral care, “officially since June”.  
Each Sunday, we have given thanks for the monetary 
offerings and the gifts of time, talent, and treasure 
you all offer to God through Colborne Street United 
Church. Please accept my thanks for all the ways you 
shared your treasures with me. Thank you for your 
generosity, especially in sharing baby blankets with 
Ronald McDonald house, where Yogi and I volunteer 
as a St. John Ambulance Therapy dog team. Thank 
you, also, for sharing prayer shawls with community 
members in need through Ark Aid. 

  It has been a blessing to share in ministry with 
Kennedy each week. She is an amazing musician 
and a joyful treasure. A huge thank you to Andrew for 
all his amazing audio visual work and making us look 
great.  You as a Congregation are blessed to have 
such a dedicated Chairperson of your Official Board 
in Archie Wright and he has been such a wonderful 
person to share with in ministry. It is always a danger 
to forget someone in thank-yous, but here is my list: 
Norma-Jean, Richard, Ian, Dayna, Sheila, Eleanor, the 
Choir, all the Chairpersons of the committees, Terry 
and of course, all the dedicated people who are part 
of morning worship in-person or at home. 

 May the grace of God Paul speaks of in his letter 
be with you all and be with you as you welcome your 
new Minister Rev. Frank and his wife, Susan.  Frank 
and I have been emailing back and forth already as 
he prepares to join you.  

 May the grace, peace, and love of God be with you 
all, in thankfulness. 

Rev. Susan Cameron

It’s the start of a new year and it was great to finally 
be able to meet so many of you after our Welcome 
Back Sunday service.

The choir is back in full 
swing and we are very lucky to 
have two music students with 
us this year! Sarah Storms is 
singing with us again as she 
enters the fourth year of her 
undergraduate program. We 
also have Joe Adams with us 
this year, who is beginning the 
second year of his Master’s 
program. Welcome Sarah 
and Joe!

The Together We Sing program will be starting this 
November. Similar to the previous Gospel Choir, this 
group is perfect for those who love to sing but are 
unable to commit to weekly rehearsals. 

Never sang in a choir before? Want to sing with the 
whole family? This is the group for you —it is open to 
all ages, background, and levels of experience.

We are hoping that all members of our Church 
who like to sing—from children to seniors—will feel 
comfortable in taking part in this new choir. Our goal 
is simple: come together and have fun singing. 

The Together We Sing group will meet a few times 
throughout the year. One rehearsal will be held after 
church on the Sunday preceding a performance.

Our first session will be this November. Rehearsal 
is scheduled for Sunday, November 6 at 11:45 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary, and a performance in the following 
week’s service, Sunday, November 13. I hope to see 
you there.
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Paul Wiancko

From The Stewards
In June, Christmas is just about the furthest thing 

from my mind, and it is always a bit of a shock when the 
Christmas tree price list and order form arrives. A sales 
proposal is quickly put together thanks to Microsoft Excel 
and forwarded to the steering committee members for 
their input, and then to the Stewards for their approval. 
The final order is confirmed in August.

Delivery this year is at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, 
November 26, and as usual we are in need of several 
helpers to assist with unloading the truck and setting 
up the display. Norma-Jean will email the link to SignUp.
com in mid-October.

Sloan Nursery and Christmas Trees in Bothwell is 
our supplier again, and we are anticipating the same 
excellent quality of trees to which we and our customers 
have become accustomed. There is a tree shortage 
again this year, and as a result we are limited in our 
offering: 6’-6.5’ Balsam Fir ($60), 6.5’-8’ Fraser Fir ($85) 
and 9’-10’ Fraser Fir ($130). We have reduced our profit 
margin somewhat in an attempt to keep prices close to 
those of last year.

All the members of our steering committee, Jim Lodge, 
Jim Nolan, Ron Saunders, Stephen Chambers, Gary 
Shawyer, Richard Rodgers, Greg Servos, George Croft 
and Greg Dickinson, are ready for another successful 
sale. For the past two years we were completely sold out 
in ten days, and we are expecting another quick sell-out.

One of the tasks of the committee members is filling 
any vacant time slots on the shift schedule, often on 
very short notice. Our job is made much easier by your 
signing up to cover a sales shift early and often.

If you are new to all this, consider joining one of the 
weekend crews. The action is non-stop and sometimes 
a little frantic, but a good time is had by all. If you prefer 
a quieter time, the weekday shifts are less busy, but still 
form a significant part of the total project.

You can help in other ways as well:
• Sign up to be a cashier on one of the busy weekends.
• Purchase a tree. They are raised as a crop so the 

environment is not being depleted, and used trees are 
chopped for mulch by the city.

• Promote our sale around your neighbourhood or 
workplace. Word-of-mouth is our best form of publicity.

This project is a major fundraising event. Thanks in 
advance for your continued support.

Christmas Tree Sales

Jim Lodge

The Stewards sincerely thank the members of the 
congregation for their continued faith and generosity in 
supporting the operations of the Church.

In early July, Black & McDonald started the project to 
replace the Church’s old boiler, including removal of the 
asbestos in the boiler room. This was done under the 
guidance of Melex Engineering Ltd. The new Viessmann 
system is largely installed and completion is expected in 
the next week or so. There are four heating units under 
computer control that are brought on line as needed. 
Three units should handle the anticipated heating 
requirements on cold winter nights with the fourth on 
standby. The computer rotates usage among the units to 
equalize usage. The old boiler was less than 50% efficient 
while the new system is expected to be better than 95% 
efficient, therefore significantly saving on natural gas.

About three years ago a fibre optic cable was run 
underground along the west side of Colborne Street. 
The horizontal drilling method used to install this cable 
unfortunately damaged the sanitary drain coming out from 
Colborne House (the former manse). This damage was not 
discovered until this summer when tree roots had entered 
the drain and completely blocked it off. This caused issues 
with Colborne House and our tenants. Because there was 
also some damage to the City portion of the drain, work 
had to be coordinated with the City. The old drain, being 
largely tile, has been in part replaced and in part relined. 
New cleanouts can be seen in the laneway. We are waiting 
confirmation that the City portion of the work has been 
completed so that we can address the paving and grading 
on the south side of the laneway.

The four portable HEPA filter units, complete with interior 
UV-C germicidal lamps, are being used in the Church 
under the direction of Richard Rogers. Interior and exterior 
lighting at the Piccadilly entrance has been upgraded. A 
new audio/visual system is being installed and should 
be functional in the next few days. Other items on the 
agenda include the fencing along the back (west side) of 
the parking lot, replacing the back stairs to the parking 
lot, repairs to the interior walls and an upgrade to the 
carpet in the sanctuary.

The Stewards generally meet monthly every second 
Tuesday except in July and August. However, the number 
of people on the Stewards’ committee is below the number 
usually on this committee. Please, if you are able to help 
out by joining contact the Church office.
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Get your quality tree from a handy location!

All proceeds to Church programs.

Prices range
 from $60 to $130

Colborne Street United Church
711 Colborne Street

Christmas Tree Sale

Heights from 

6-6.5 to 9-10 feet

Monday to Friday
Noon to 9 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday Noon to 9 p.m

Starting November 26th

Balsam &
Fraser Fir
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Local Outreach

  Jill Bell                                                                                                                                             
                Local Outreach Committee

St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 511 Cheapside St.

NORTHERN HOSPITALITY 
2022 – 2023  

Colborne’s Dates
2022 
Sept. ................26
Oct.. ..................24
Nov. ..................28

2023 
Jan. ....................23
Feb.  ...................27
Mar.  ...................27
April ...................24

Parking Lot Fundraising:
This summer, Victoria Park opened once again to a few 

public, summer events.  We were fortunate that in July 
and early August, Auburn Developments allowed us to 
use their parking lot on Wolfe Street for our fundraising 
during Sunfest, Home County Music & Art Festival and 
Ribfest.  This was our first opportunity to raise funds 
by collecting parking fees since the summer of 2019.

We were fortunate that, this year, the weather co-
operated until the last day when rain, thunder and 
lightning passed through.  However, it was close to the 
end of the day and we had had a very successful three- 
event month.

Without the support and commitment of Colborne’s 
members and friends volunteering to cover the various 
shifts, Local Outreach would not have been able to raise 
$6,191, a more than welcome amount.                                  

Once again, please accept our sincere and grateful 
thanks for your help.  The funds will be put to good use 
in the coming year.

Northern Hospitality:
Our first Northern Hospitality meal of the 2022 – 

2023 season at St. Michael’s Parish will be on Monday, 
September 26.  Following a meeting of our Committee 
members, we decided that for September and possibly 
until the end of this year, we will continue to serve 
complete, take-away meals. The situation will be 
revisited each month.  The St. Michael’s representatives 
were contacted and support our decision. 

St. Michael’s for the time being, will offer both take- 
away and sit-in food.  They served food one Monday 

in August, and many of the thirty-nine guests who 
attended, requested take-away food.   Our meals will 
continue to be distributed by our group of committee 
volunteers.

Growing Chefs! Ontario will continue to prepare the hot 
meals for us and have indicated that they will support 
us in whatever way we decide is best for all concerned.   

Local Outreach Committee:
Circumstances prevent the committee from meeting 

until early October.  At that time we will review our 
committed activities for the next year, and will also 
discuss other initiatives.

Mission Minute

Marion Chamberlain

Every Child Has A Right To Learn: 
Meshack’s Story

Where would you be if you had no education?
Every child has the right to learn.
Your generous support through Mission & Service 

means that children around the world can go to school 
thanks to partnerships with organizations like the Kenya 
Alliance for Advancement of Children’s Rights (KAACR).

School fees, violence, child labour, and discrimination 
mean that too many children can’t go to or stay in school. 
KAACR brings together children’s rights organizations to 
share information about child protection, safeguarding 
and supporting children who are in schools.

Thanks to your support, KAACR has established over 
300 child rights clubs in schools. One of these clubs 
helped Meshack through primary school. A bursary 
program helps him pay his high school fees, and the 
child rights club at his school is teaching him how to be 
a positive role model.

“To start going to school was a problem, KAACR has 
helped me. They encouraged me a lot. They enabled 
me to start my primary school. Now I’m in high school,” 
Meshack says. “The club is helping us a lot, too. They 
give us role models to teach us what is bad and help us 
be confident in whatever we are doing. I’m very happy”

Thank you for helping to break down barriers so that 
every child can go to school, regardless of who they are, 
where they live, or how much money they have.
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When I was at the church last week 
I was struck with how beautiful the 
gardens were looking.  

A special thank to gardeners Richard 
and Jo-Anne for the work they have done 
to give us this lovely view each time we 
arrive at the Colborne laneway door. 

Sheila Lui

Laneway 
Gardens 

Looking Great
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Birthdays  

Deaths

Our Colborne 
Church Family  Executive & 

Coordinators

UCW

Happy Birthday to our members celebrating 
birthdays who are in care or over 90 years.
July 6 ......................Sheila Cameron
July 12 ....................Ruth Coulthard
July 24 ....................Bill Frank
July 24 ....................Donna Gosnell
August 6 .................Jane Midwood
August 22 ..............Carol Royle
September 8 ..........Pat Cambell
September 8 ..........Lillian Sterling
September 20 .......Shirley Frank

President  ...................... Sheila Lui
Secretary ....................... Open
Treasurer ....................... Bonny Shawyer
Corresponding  Secretary .. Brenda Fieldhouse
Kitchen Supervisor ......... Sheila Lui
Special Occasion Decorating

Easter ......................... Gayle Fluter &
 Lynn Foster
Thanksgiving ............... Helen Bell &
 Barb Webster 
Christmas ................... Gail Lamers & 

 Jo-Anne  Rodgers
Flowers (Purchase and Distribution)

Easter  ........................ Gayle Fluter & 
 Lynn Foster
Christmas ................... Kathryn Turnbull &  

  Barb Webster
Birth Rose ....................... Maureen Cunliffe
Receptions & Catering .... Sheila Lui
Take-A-Break ...................Theresa Golem
Rummage Sale ............... Eleanor Hunt  &
   Linda McKnight
Quilting Group .................Norma Stokes
Retreat Committee ..........  Linda McKnight
Rep. Stewards ................ Open
Rep. Official Board .......... Sheila Lui 
Rep. Session ................... Sheila Lui
Data Projector ................ Church Secretary

Our sincere sympathy is extended to the 
families of members who have passed away.
Tom & Elizabeth Wonnacott — loss of his 
sister, Peter Brown & Margaret Campbell-
Brown — loss of his mother.
Also Rev. Bruce Small former minister of 
Robinson United Church. Diane Cherwaty — 
loss of her husband Walter. 

Weddings / Anniversarys

Births
June 26 ............. Idris Hawker Carrothers-Rafiq 
son of Hawker & Natalie, grandson of 
Rev. David & Joan Carrothers

July 9 .........Marcus Annett & Emma Hutchinson 
— Wedding  
July 16 .......Gerry & Karen Kindree — 50th 
Anniversary

June 15 ..................Gladys Romard
June 20 ..................Merv Carter
July 4 ......................Audrey Cunningham
July 4 ......................Nancy Reynard
July 12 ....................Robert Cooper
July 12 ....................Audray Kenny
August 22 ..............Florence Blair
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Important News 
For The Women Of 

Colborne:     

 Please save the date below, and plan to 
join us at a beautiful setting for a wonderful 
day of fellowship and renewal.
 When: Saturday October 22nd, 2022
 Where: Michaelite Retreat Centre,
  2751 Sunningdale Road West
  (less than 1/2 hour from   
  downtown  London)

Watch for information regarding registration 
details for this special day.

 Colborne Street United Church
Retreat Committee

Kudos To Norma-Jean

In mid August I was able to realize a longstanding 
dream; I purchased a “new to me” Mini Cooper 
convertible. To some of you, the purchase might seem 
to be foolish and frivolous; to others, fun and fanciful. 
I like the second opinion though it has not been all 
sunshine and roses.

The vehicle was at a dealership near Montreal and 
it seemed like the only language the folks there could 
understand is French. Even the service manual is in 
French, but I digress. I drove Mini home on August 19 
without incident but that was more good luck than good 
management. On the 23rd I visited Service Ontario to get 
plates only to be told that the Mini needed an Ontario 
Safety Certificate. The next morning I was off to Canadian 
Tire to get the required certificate. As soon as Mini was 
up on the hoist the mechanics came to get me to show 
me their frightening observations: the dealership had 
sold the vehicle with a seriously compromised braking 
system. By Saturday Mini was repaired and back home 
with the Safety Certificate.

On Monday morning I was back to Service Ontario 
and was able to purchase the precious plates. We no 
longer have to pay for the licence but we do have to pay 
for the plates. As soon as I got home I went to put on 
the rear plate only to find that the screws didn’t want to 
come out. No worries; I’ll leave the back until later and 
put on the front plate. Remember, this vehicle came 
from Quebec where there are no front plates. Hence, 
no bracket. I was able to get an appointment with the 
London Mini dealership for Thursday and the vehicle 
was fitted with brackets and plates and even a heavy 
plastic to protect the plates.

On Wednesday, I drove Mini to Colborne where we 
had a UCW meeting. When I came out, she would not 

start so I called CAA to come and help. The service man 
was there within about 20 minutes and determined 
that my fob needed a new battery but he did not have 
one and he could not start the vehicle without one. 
Turns out, that is incorrect. I went back into the church 
and explained the dilemma to Norma-Jean. She did 
not have a battery of the correct size but she Googled 
the problem and thought she might have a solution. 
SHE DID! She put the fob against a certain spot on the 
steering column and started the engine so kudos to 
Norma-Jean! I think the CAA rep was a little embarrassed 
because he announced very quickly that he had to go 
to another call. I would not be surprised if some head 
hunter comes along to try and get Norma-Jean to join 
the CAA service team!

If only Mini could talk, what tales she would likely tell. 
On second thought, it is probably best that she can’t talk. 
I wouldn’t be able to understand her stories because 
they would likely be told in French.

My Mini Cooper  

Save The Date!
  We are planning to have a UCW Christmas 

Dinner on Monday December 5, 2022, at 6 p.m.  
The meal will be catered by Linda Arthur.  Further 
details will follow later. Sheila Lui

Norma Stokes
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Report From The Treasurer’s Desk

Financial Summary – YTD July 31, 2022                 John Obright
          Last Year’s        This Year’s       This Year’s 
                     Actual               Budget                   Results
Income
Envelope Givings – YTD July 31, 2022                125,494     127,357                 117,875
Rental Income, Special Projects                             54,252       54,300                    50,544
Total Income               179,746              181,657                  168,419
Expenses
Operating Costs – YTD July 31, 2022                  227,133              186,010          188,711 
Other Income/Expenses                                  22,593                  6,500              8,983    
Net Income/(Shortfall)               (24,794)                  2,147            (11,309) 

Comments 
Givings are 98.5% of budget and only 93.9% of last year. A special appreciation goes out to 
those who have maintained their church givings by any means during these trying times. As we 
embark into a new ministry, it is important that we get our envelope givings back to pre-pandemic 
levels. With everyone doing their part, I’m sure that we will achieve a balanced budget with those 
increased givings.
We encourage all members to make use of the PAR monthly givings program. Application forms 
are available from the church office or in the narthex. Changes can be submitted in writing to 
myself by email or by hard copy.
A number of members are using eTransfer to get their givings to the church. This is also much 
appreciated. To use this method, simply send your eTransfer to church@colborne711.org and it 
will get automatically deposited to our bank account. It is important that any special instructions 
be noted on the input if you want it credited to something other than normal givings.
Envelope boxes are in your mail slot to pick up when you are in the church. If there isn’t a box 
there for you, contact the church office and we will issue a set for you.
Expenses are over budget by $2,700 net due mainly to Maintenance, Manse expenses, 
Miscellaneous & Utilities offset partially by lower Salaries and Benefits. We have had a number 
of unexpected expenses (new defibrillator, sewer issues, refinishing main doors and heating) that 
were not budgeted.
As we restart programs that have been dormant for most of two years, those expenses will start 
to flow through to our operating expenses putting more pressure on the bottom line. We need the 
income to get back to previous levels so that we can fund those programs.
You can contact me directly by email (jfobright@sympatico.ca) or by phone (519-432-8735) if you 
have any questions regarding your Church donation or the financial affairs of the church.
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Mark Richardson

  I Didn’t 
Know That

Mark Richardson

The Man Who Listened to Elizabeth
When I was librarian for the London Small Business 

Centre in the late 1990’s, I was pleased one day to meet 
a budding entrepreneur with a love of horses. 

In spite of spending my teenage 
years in Epsom, Surrey – the 
home of one of the world’s great 
horseraces, the Epsom Derby – I 
knew almost nothing about horses. 
I had fallen off one during a riding 
lesson at Epsom Downs, but that 
was a detail I didn’t particularly 
want to share. However, I did 
tell my Small Business Centre 
customer I had recently finished 
reading The Man Who Listens to Horses, the story of 
revolutionary equine trainer, Monty Roberts. 

Roberts’ methods have changed everything in the 
world of horse training. Now, the horse no longer is 
broken by a master, but listened to by a member of 
the herd, the trainer, who earns the horse’s trust by 
patiently learning the signals the horse is sending out, 
what Roberts calls “Equus”, the language of horses. 
No more violence, no more intimidation, just a slow but 
indelible building up of a bond. When the horse is ready, 
and only then, a saddle is introduced. 

The book was gripping. Could it change the way 
we teach children? Would it revolutionize parenting? 
Perhaps my excitement was a little over the top, but 
imagine how I felt when my patron told me he had 
actually met Roberts and learned his techniques. “He’s 
even better in real life”, he said, “than in his book.”

The book was not without controversy, however. Some 
of Roberts’ family members claimed he had painted a 
picture of his father, another horse trainer, which was 
too bleak: Roberts Sr. was not abusive, they said, and, 
in fact, he inspired some of Monty’s “new” methods. 

Regardless, the book and its author have made life a 
whole lot better for many, many horses. And one of his 
biggest fans was Queen Elizabeth II. 

A recent New York Times article (September 12) “The 
Cowboy and the Queen”, looked at Roberts’ three-
decade long relationship with Buckingham Palace. 

Our late queen’s love affair with horses is well-known. 
And she came by it honestly. When Roberts, a native 
of California, first went to England to demonstrate his 
technique at the royal stables, Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother, was so impressed she broke down in tears. 

According to the New York Times, the Queen Mum’s 
daughter was just as impressed. Says Roberts, now 87: 
“Elizabeth II believed that no one should ever say to any 
human being or animal, ‘You do what I tell you to do, or 
I’ll hurt you.’”

Now, all the Queen’s horses are trained the Monty 
Roberts way. In fact, it was Her Royal Highness who 
encouraged Roberts to write the book which became a 
bestseller. I didn’t know that. If it hadn’t been for you-
know-who, we might never have learned about the real 
life Horse Whisperer. 

The respect is mutual. Once, Roberts called the Palace 
only to be told by an aide Her Majesty was unavailable 
because she was in Northern Ireland, but before he 
could hang up, he heard a familiar voice over the line, 
“Monty, how are you?” 

“Your majesty,” said Roberts “I was told you were 
unavailable.” Said HRH, “Whenever you call, I make 
sure you get through”.

Said Roberts to the Times reporter, “Can you imagine 
how this cowboy felt hearing that?” 

Not surprisingly, Monty Roberts was one of the lucky 
few invited to the Queen’s funeral. Only 2000 can get 
into the Abbey, but he planned to be there. 

“It was a miracle to meet her,” Roberts said.
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Many thanks to Peggy, Lloyd and Malcolm MacDonald 
for delivering a Colborne Prayer Shawl to Dr. Margot 
Roach at her new residence in Truro, NS.   Margot was 
a faithful contributor to the Communique and long time 
member of Colborne before she retired to Tatamagouche, 
NS.  The Prayer Shawl was sent by way of thanks for her 
contribution over the years to the Communique and 
service to Colborne. Malcolm graciously picked up the 
shawl in London, delivered it to his parents in Mahone 
Bay, NS during their family summer get-together. Peggy 
and Lloyd then delivered it to Margot. A delightful video 
chat then took place between Peggy, Margot and myself 
(with Lloyd lurking in the background). It was Margot’s 
first ever video chat and as Peggy commented “you are 
never too old”.  On behalf of Pastoral Care and the Shawl 
Ministry it is hoped that Margot will always know she is 
still part of our Colborne family. 

Anne Obright

Colborne’s 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministry Outreach

Thanksgiving At
 Colborne 2022

Dear members,
As we enjoy the autumn weather, we look 

forward to celebrating Thanksgiving at Colborne 
on Sunday October 9th.

On this day, the sanctuary will be decorated 
with the produce of a harvest safely gathered in.

Your donations of vegetables, fruit and non-
perishables will be gratefully accepted on 
Saturday, October 8th at the church parking lot 
between 9 am and 11.30 am. We truly appreciate 
your donations which will be taken to the Food 
Bank so that others can benefit.

N.B.  Please open plastic bags to let vegetables 
breathe as they spoil very quickly. Vegetables 
and fruit can be left in the hallway area near the 
elevator during the later part of the week and 
non-perishables can be dropped off in the boxes 
placed in the Narthex if that is more convenient. 

Thank you,
Helen Bell and Barbara Webster

Thanksgiving Co-ordinators.
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100th Birthday 
Celebration

Also shown is a portion of a beautiful sampler she 
designed and made herself, showing all the homes and 
churches that have been part of her long life.  Colborne 
church is in the bottom right corner of the sampler. 

Edna came safely through a bout of Covid just two 
weeks before her birthday.  Despite there still being 
Covid restrictions in place about visitors, she enjoyed 
birthday cake, balloons and cards to mark the special 
day. 

Edna Gee celebrating her 100th birthday in May

LIRSA Will Welcome A Family From 
Afghanistan To London On Sept. 22.

 LIRSA (the group of churches that sponsors refugee 
families)  recently learned that the Afghan family that 
we are sponsoring will arrive in London on Sept. 22. The 
family of four consists of a young couple with an 11-year-
old boy and a two-year-old girl.  People have been very 
generous, so we have just about everything we need to 
furnish a two-bedroom apartment.

 However, our biggest challenge is finding a suitable 
two-bedroom apartment.  We have looked at many, 
but we likely won’t find one available until Nov. 1st.  
This means that we will also have to find temporary 
accommodation for them until Nov. 1st.

If anyone has any ideas or leads of where we might 
find a suitable apartment please contact 

Anne Alton at 519-473-1770 or 
aalton525@gmail.com   

We very much appreciate any help you can give us.  

They have been in Turkey for two years.  Their first 
language is Farsi, but they speak a little Turkish, but 
no English.  We have been so blessed to meet a young 
Afghani woman who speaks perfect English and who 
has volunteered to interpret for us.  She had worked in 
the Canadian Embassy in Kabul and she and her family 
were  brought here by the Canadian government.  After 
going to the airport four times to try to get on a Canadian 
plane to Canada, they were fortunate to get on a plane 
to Germany and then to Canada last November.

Many thanks for any help you can give us.
 Anne Alton   — Chair, Refugee Assistance Committee  

Good News

Sheila Lui

Curtis Galvan began his third year of study at 
Western University in the first year of the Ivey School 
of Business’s Honours of 
Business Administration 
program. Curtis worked 
diligently to attain this 
achievement and his 
mom and stepfather, 
Katherine Butson and 
Greg Dickinson,  are 
extremely proud of his 
efforts. Curtis Galvan
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Special Note 
The archives Committee plans to start 

having regular monthly meetings again. 
The meetings will be the first time since 
Covid struck back in 2019.

Trish Ashbury

There Shall Be Cake


