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P U B L I S H E D  M O N T H L Y  A T  F O R T  V E R M I L I O N ,  A L B E R T A ,  B Y
M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  S O C I E T Y  T O  P R O V I D E  A N  A V E N U E  F O R  T H E
D I S S E M I N A T I O N  O F  N E W S  O F  T H E  V A R I O U S  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D
P R O J E C T S  O F  T H E  S O C I E T Y  A N D  T O  F O S T E R  A  C O N T I N U A L

I N T E R E S T  I N  A L L  O F  T H E  V A R I O U S  B R A N C H E S  O F  T H E  W O R K
A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  I N  W H I C H  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  M A Y  B E  E N G A G E D .  
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S t a y i n g  t r u e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1 9 4 0  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n t e n t i o n

( a s  s t a t e d  o n  t h e  c o v e r )  -  t h i s  2 0 2 4  v e r s i o n  d e s i r e s  t o

n o t  o n l y  k e e p  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A G  S o c i e t y  i n f o r m e d ,  b u t

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o n  t h e  l a r g e r  w h o l e .  I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t

c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  h e r e  -  a l o n g  w i t h

h i s t o r i c a l  a n e c d o t e s ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  c l a s s i f i e d s  a n d  o f

c o u r s e  n e w s  f r o m  t h e  A G  S o c i e t y .  T h i s  i s  t o  b e  a  s i m p l e

p u b l i c a t i o n  -  s t a y i n g  t r u e  t o  t h e  h a n d m a d e  s t y l e s  o f  t h e

o r i g i n a l  a n d  c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  g l i t z y  p a p e r  a n d  i m a g e s  o f

o t h e r  s u c h  p u b l i c a t i o n s .   
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D i d  y o u  k n o w ?  
T h e  A l b e r t a  G o v e r n m e n t  r e c o g n i z e s  J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 7 4  a s  t h e

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  A G .

S o c i e t y  -  m a k i n g  2 0 2 4  a  5 0 t h  y e a r  a n n i v e r s a r y !

I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  f a r m  a c t i v e l y  p r o m o t e d

a g r i c u l t u r e  s i n c e  1 9 0 7  a n d  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d

c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  p r o m o t i n g  a n d  c e l e b r a t i n g  A g r i c u l t u r e

s i n c e  1 9 1 4  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e .  O n

J u n e  2 5 ,  1 9 3 8  t h e  F o r t  V e r m i l i o n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  w a s

o f f i c i a l l y  f o r m e d .  S u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  o f  t r a d e  v i a

e q u i p m e n t  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  s o c i e t y  t o o k  o v e r

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f a l l  f a i r  a n d  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a  s t a p l e

o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  1 9 4 2  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e n t  d o r m a n t

a s  W W 1 1  r a g e d  o n .  I t  d i d  n o t  r e v i v e  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  o f

t h e  w a r  -  o f f i c i a l l y  d i s s o l v i n g  a n d  t u r n i n g  a l l  a s s e t s

b a c k  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e  i n  1 9 5 1 .  I n  1 9 7 4  t h e  t h e

s o c i e t y  w a s  f o r m e d  a g a i n  a n d  h a s  b e e n  i n  o p e r a t i o n  s i n c e .

T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  o n e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  w e  a r e

c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  A G  S o c i e t y .



                 A d v e r t i s i n g  i n  “ T h e  F o r t r e s s ”

I n  1 9 4 0  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  r a t e s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

F u l l  P a g e  a d  - - - - - - - - - - - - -  $ 5

H a l f  P a g e  A d  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 2 . 5 0

C l a s s i f i e d  A d - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 0 . 2 5

A s  m u c h  a s  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s t a y  t r u e  t o  t h e s e  r a t e s  o f

a d v e r t i s i n g  -  t h e  s m a l l  a m o u n t s  h a r d l y  m a k e  t h e  p a p e r w o r k

w o r t h  i t !  S o  i n s t e a d  w e  a r e  o f f e r i n g  r a t e s  a t  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t

b u y i n g  p o w e r .  I n  1 9 4 0  $ 5  h a d  ~ t h e  s a m e  b u y i n g  p o w e r  a s  $ 1 0 0

d o e s  t o d a y !  K e e p i n g  t h i s  m o d e l  i n  m i n d  -  o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g  c o s t s

a r e  a s  f o l l o w s .  

F u l l  P a g e  A d  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 1 0 0

H a l f  P a g e  A d  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 5 0

C l a s s i f i e d  A d  ( < 3 0  w o r d s )  - - - - - - - - - - - $ 5

3 5 0  c o p i e s  a r e  p r i n t e d  m o n t h l y  -  3 0 0 c o p i e s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i l  b o x e s  a n d  5 0  o t h e r s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  s t o r e s  a n d

l o c a l  c o f f e e  s p o t s .  P a y m e n t  c a n  b e  m a d e  b y  c h e q u e  ( F o r t

V e r m i l i o n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y )  C a s h ,  o r  E - t r a n s f e r

( F V H C 8 8 @ g m a i l . c o m )  A l l  A d s  a r e  a t t r a c t i v e l y  h a n d  d r a w n  a n d  e y e

c a t c h i n g  -  a s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s !  
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+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
W e a t h e r  f r o m  1 0 0  y e a r s  a g o !  

I n  1 9 0 8  T h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  F a r m  s t a r t e d  k e e p i n g  d e t a i l  r e c o r d s  o f
t h e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  /  s u n s h i n e  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  o f

t h e  r e s u l t s  f r o m  O c t o b e r  1 9 2 4 .

R e c o r d  o f  S u n s h i n e  -  T o t a l  h o u r s   1 1 3 . 7   A v e r a g e  /  d a y  3 . 7

T e m p e r a t u r e  H i g h e s t  5 9 . 8 ° F  ( + 1 5 . 4 ° C )  L o w e s t  1 4 . 0 ° F  ( - 1 0 ° C )

P r e c i p i t a t i o n  5  i n c h e s  o f  s n o w .  0 . 1 4  i n c h e s  r a i n
H o a r  f r o s t  o n  O c t  9 + 1 1 t h  a n d  n o t a t e d  a s  “ v e r y  f a i r  m o n t h ”



4 8 0 3  4 9  S T R E E T ,  F O R T  V E R M I L I O N ,
A B ,  C A N A D A ,  A L B E R T A

+ 1  7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 3 0 3 6
G R A M P A S F I N E S T @ G M A I L . C O M

T h u r s d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m
F r i d a y  1 0 a m – 1 0  p m

S a t u r d a y  1 0 a m – 1 0  p m

_ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _
_ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _

 S u n d a y  C l o s e d
M o n d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m
T u e s d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m

W e d n e s d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m

B a s i c  C o m p u t e r s  2 - 3 p m    L e a r n e r s  S t u d y  G r o u p  5 - 7 p m

L e a r n e r s  S t u d y  G r o u p  5 - 7 p m

L e a r n e r s  S t u d y  G r o u p  5 - 7 p m

B F N  g e t  t o  k n o w  y o u  n i g h t

B o o k  c l u b  5 p m

7 8 0 - 5 8 1 - 3 5 1 0
b r i g h t e r f u t u r e s n o r t h . s q u a r e s p a c e . c o m
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O c t o b e r / 1 8 0 2 :  t r a v e l s  t o  l o c a t i o n  o f  [ M a n s f i e l d ]  p o s t ,  t h e n
w o r k s  o n  b u i l d i n g  s t o r e  h o u s e  a n d  m a i n  h o u s e  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  I n d i a n s
O c t o b e r / 1 8 0 2 :  
T r a v e l :  s a w  t h e  B u f f a l o e  M o u n t a i n  o f f  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  b a n k  a t  a
g r e a t  D i s t a n c e  b e a r i n g  s o u t h  b y  t h e  C o m p a s s ,  2  B e a v e r  I n d s  w h o
w e r e  h u n t i n g  C a t t l e  [ l a r g e  g a m e ]  t o l d  u s  t h e y  w o u l d  g e t  t o  t h e
N W C  h o u s e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  ( 3 r d ) ;  a r r  a t  N W C  h o u s e ,  w h e r e
h e  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  b y  F i d l e r  t o  b u i l d ,  “ F o u n d  1 5  m e n  o f  t h e
B e a v e r  I n d i a n  t r i b e  w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  t e n t s  t h e r e ,  g a v e
a  p a r t  o f  2  B i g  K e g s  o f  B r a n d y ,  t h r e e
f a t h o m  o f  t o b a c c o ” ,  a t  3  P M  L e i t h  o f  N e w  C o .  a r r i v e d  w i t h  5
c a n o e s ,  3 7  m e n ;  I n d s  t o l d  t h e m  t o  r e t u r n  d o w n  t h e  r i v e r  a g a i n
( 4 t h )  E v e n t s :  t h e  N e w  C o m p a n y  m a d e  t h e  I n d i a n s  a  p r e s e n t  o f  3
B i g  K e g  o f  R u m ,  T o b a c c o ,  c l o t h ,  B l a n k e t s  e t c  f o r  t o  g e t  t h e i r
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  g o  h i g h e r  u p  i n  t h e i r  C o u n t r y ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e
N a t i v e s  c o n s e n t e d ”  ( 5 t h ) ;  g a v e  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  p i n t  o f  p o w d e r ,
t e n  B a l l  a n d  a  f o o t  o f  t o b a c c o  t o  e a c h  m a n  t o  g o  a n d  k i l l  s o m e
p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  u s ” ;  L e i t h  &  5  c a n o e s  o b l i g e d  t o  r e t u r n  d o w n
r i v e r  u n d e r  t h r e a t  o f  d e a t h  f r o m  I n d s ;  “ t h e r e  r e a s o n  w a s  o w i n g
t o  s o m e  D i s o r d e r  t h a t  c a m e  a m o n g s t  t h e s e  C o u n t r y  p e o p l e  t h i s
s u m m e r  w h i c h  k i l l e d  1 0  o f  t h e m .  A n d  t h e y  s a i d  i t  w a s  t h e  N e w
C o .  t h a t  b r o u g h t  b a d  M e d i c i n e s  a m o n g s t  t h e m  w h i c h  w a s  t h e
o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  D e a t h s ” ;  r e f  t o  o n e  o f  m e n ,  M a l c o l m  S i n c l a i r
( 6 t h ) ;  r e c ’ d  9 0  l b s  d r i e d  b u f f a l o  f r o m  a n  I n d i a n  m a n  &  f a m i l y ;
t r a d e d  1 9  M B  f r o m  2  M o n t r e a l  [ I r o q u o i s ]  I n d i a n s  ( 1 1 t h ) ;  1 2  m e n
w i t h  f a m i l i e s  r e t ’ d  8 0 0  l b s  h a l f d r i e d  M e a t ,  a  l i t t l e  g r e e n
m e a t  w h i c h  t h e y  t r a d e d  f o r  B r a n d y ,  a l s o  2  l a r g e  B e a r s k i n s ,
t h r e e  B v r  &  1  W o l v e r i n e ,  3  p a r c h m e n t  M o o s e  s k i n s  &  5  D r e s s e d
o n e s  ( 6 - 1 2 t h ) ;  I n d s  d r u n k ,  t r a d e d  a  l i t t l e  g r e e n  [ f r e s h ]  m e a t
f o r  B r a n d y  ( 1 3 t h ) ;  r i v e r  f u l l  o f  i c e  ( 1 5 t h ) ;  h i r e d  a  m a n  t o
h u n t  f o r  u s  a l l  W i n t e r ,  “ g a v e  h i m  a  n e w  G u n ,  o n e  G a l l o n  o f
S p i r i t s ,  o n e  t h r e e  p o i n t  b l a n k e t ,  t w o  y a r d s  o f  C l o t h ,  o n e
H a t c h e t ,  t w o  p o u n d s  o f  t o b a c c o ,  1 2  y a r d s  o f  G a r t e r i n g ,  o n e
l o o k i n g  G l a s s ,  o n e  f i l e ,  o n e  p i n t  o f  p o w d e r ,  3 0  B a l l  e t c  a n d
h e  w e n t  a w a y ” ,  a r r  o f  2  C a n a d i a n s  o f  N e w  C o m p a n y  w h o  h a v e  a
h o u s e  b e l o w  t h e  f a l l s ,  I n d i a n s  a g r e e  t h e y  c o u l d  b u i l d  h e r e
s i n c e  N W  b o a t s  h a v e  n o t  a r r i v e d  ( 1 6 t h ) ;

T h e  H u d s o n ' s  B a y  C o m p a n y  m a i n t a i n e d  d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d s  o f
o p e r a t i o n s ,  e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d  h a p p e n i n g s  a t  e a c h  t r a d i n g  p o s t  t h e y
o p e r a t e d .  T h e  F o r t  V e r m i l i o n  H e r i t a g e  C e n t r e  h a s  a  c o p y  o f  t h o s e

r e c o r d s  a n d  o f f e r  a  p e e k  i n t o  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  F o r t
V e r m i l i o n  H B C  p o s t  o v e r  1 0 0  y e a r s  a g o !  

* * * * *  P L E A S E  N O T E  * * * * *   T h e s e  n o t a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  d i g i t i z e d
f r o m  t h e  h a n d  w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n t s .  T h e  s p e l l i n g  o f  w o r d s  a n d  n a m e s
m a y  n o t  b e  c o r r e c t  a n d  o u t d a t e d  t e r m s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c e n s o r e d  o r

c h a n g e d .  
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October 1802 continued
4 Inds come to house with a little half dried meat, got drunk & when
denied more liquor tried to stab Thomas Gaucher, ordered HBC to go
downriver again (17th); above men asked for credit, saying they did
not remember their previous behaviour (18th); arr of Mr. Doucette &
4 Canadians of the New Co. to build, also arr 2 of the Old Co. at
their house; (25th); arr 4 men of NW Company, canoes set fast in the
ice, 7 days below; arr of men from Hunting Tent – killed 1 buffalo
cow (29th); men ret’d meat (30 -31).

October/1865:
Arrivals: two Indians from the direction of the old fort above
wanting men to go for dried meat, they say the sickness is raging
amongst them (7th); Nadusus arrived from Hay River. He says the
sickness is raging amongst them and that they have no provisions”
(13th); 4 Indians arrived from across, 3 men & 2 women died of this
party (20th); 
Tripping: meat carters with a moose (2nd); loaned an Ind 2 horses to
bring down meat (4th); arr meat carter with 3 moose (6th); meat
carters retr. 15 moose staged at chutes, but half the meat is
rotten. The old woman who was left at the stage to attend to the
meat was sick & quite unable to do anything (9-12th); rec’d 3 moose
from Hunters (10th); rec’d 1 moose from Trois Pouces (11th); Hunters
not arrived yet, hear they are all laid up with measles (12th); 3
men & 3 Inds retr. fresh & dried meat staged at Old Ft (13-18th);
Tasks/Events: arr 3 boats for Peace R. Outfits with Dunlop to be in
charge at Dunvegan & Forsythe at Ft. St. John, news of measles
epidemic at Ft. Chipewyan (1st); spread of measles among Inds camped
near the Fort, Dunvegan boat left, some men ret’d to Chip (3rd);
hauled potatoes across river, 230 kegs (6th); boy died yesterday
(10th); Inds have now given up fall hunting (11th); Thomas Smith
furnishing wood for the house & cooking (12th); Lisotte & MacDonnell
carting dung (13th); Courteoreille assists in equipping Inds,
sick with measles but none have died of it yet (14th); death of an
Ind child (16th); Courteoreille made 3 coffins for 3 Ind children
who died last night, Cook & Tourangeau digging graves (19th);
Lizotte made a coffin for another child (20th); a woman died last
night, Cook dug a grave & made a coffin (21st); Dull times amongst
the poor Inds. A young lad died last night, great many more sick
(24th); the 2 Athabasca men who assisted in getting the boat up to
Dunvegan ret’d this morning, Gabriel & Mondoux with them (29th); a
woman died last night; ice starting to drift (30th);an Indian died
last night; “McDonnell & Cook went to set fire to the roots &
willows at the place the ground was grubbed across” (31st)



! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !   F o l l o w  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k   ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
R i v e r  R o a d  T r a d i n g  p o s t  S e c o n d  h a n d  s t o r e

88888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888

M a c k e n z i e  A p p l i e d  R e s e a r c h  A s s o c i a t i o n

t o  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  m e m b e r s

t o  t h e  R o d n e y  F r i e s e n ,  R u s s e l l  F r i e s e n ,  B e r n a r d  G o e r t z e n ,
G e r h a r t  G o e r t z e n  a n d  W i l l  G o e r t z e n  f a m i l i e s  -  o u r  w i n n e r s  o f

“ M e a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ”  t h i s  s e a s o n .

W e  a r e  H i r i n g  a  f u l l  t i m e  F a r m  t e c h n i c i a n .  A n t i c i p a t e d
s t a r t  d a t e  i s  J a n  1 s t .  F i n d  o u t  m o r e  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e ,

F a c e b o o k  p a g e  o r  g i v e  u s  a  c a l l  7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 3 7 7 6

S e c o n d  H a n d  S t o r e

O p e n  T u e s - F r i  1 - 6  p m
F r i d a y  B a g  D a y  -  a l l  c l o t h e s  y o u  c a n  f i t

i n  a  b a g  f o r  o n l y  $ 5 !

7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 4 8 0 0
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+ + + + + + + + + + + + C o m m u n i t y  E v e n t s  H a p p e n i n g  i n  O c t o b e r  + + + + + + + + + + +
 

F C S S  i s  h o s t i n g  F r i g h t  n i g h t  O c t  3 0  w i t h  a  c a l k  w a l k ,  c o s t u m e
c o n t e s t ,  c r a f t s ,  g a m e s ,  a n d  a  d a n c e !  I t  a l l  s t a r t s  a t  6 p m  i n
t h e  h a l l  a n d  i s  f r e e  a d m i s s i o n  t h a n k s  t o  “ T h e  V i l l a g e ” .  
T h e  C u r l i n g  l e a g u e  i s  s t a r t i n g  u p  N o v  1 8 !  C a l l  C a r l a  a t  7 8 0 -
9 2 6 - 0 3 1 1  f o r  m o r e  i n f o  a n d  t o  r e g i s t e r .
F C S S  i s  m o v i n g  t o  t h e  o l d  N o r t h e r n  L a k e s  C o l l e g e  B u i l d i n g
S t a r t i n g  N o v  1 s t !
A r t s  a n d  C r a f t s  B a z a a r  i s  N o v  9 t h !  $ 2 0  /  t a b l e  -  r e g i s t e r  a t
F C S S .
T h e  L i b r a r y  i s  h o s t i n g  C r a f t  c l u b  e v e r y  T u e s d a y  6 : 0 0 p m .  1 8 +
b r i n g  y o u r  o w n  c r a f t !  
T h e  n e x t  F V H C  T r i v i a  n i g h t  i s  O c t o b e r  2 6  -  w a t c h  f o r  p o s t e r s
w i t h  m o r e  i n f o !
R o c k y  L a n e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  F a l l  S u p p e r  i s  o n  O c t o b e r  1 9 !
R o c k y  L a n e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  p a i n t  n i g h t  i s  N o v  9 .  7 8 0 - 8 2 1 -
3 2 9 6  f o r  m o r e  i n f o
T h e  L i b r a r y  i s  h o s t i n g  H a l l o w e e n  c o o k i e  d e c o r a t i n g  a n d  p u m p k i n
s p i c e  l a t t e  m a k i n g  t h i s  O c t o b e r .  7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 4 2 7 9  f o r  m o r e  i n f o
T h e  l e g i o n  i s  h o s t i n g   a n  i n d o o r  c o r n h o l e  t o u r n a m e n t  S a t  O c t  1 2
R e g i s t r a t i o n  a t  5  t o u r n a m e n t  a t  7 .  T e a m s  o f  2 .  $ 4 0  /  t e a m .

4 9 0 1  4 9  A v e ,  F o r t  V e r m i l i o n  7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 3 5 0 5   h y d w a y @ g m a i l . c o m

D o w n t o w n  F o r t  V e r m i l i o nO p e n  M o n  -  S a t  9 a m  -  6 p m

M e e t i n g  a l l  y o u r  f a l l  c a r e  n e e d s !  


