This Memorial Window is Dedicated to
The Glory of God and in Loving Memory of
Lester and Barbara McEachern
Dedicated on the anniversary of their wedding, September 15, 2021

The children of Lester and Barbara McEachern wanted the window placed here to reflect their parents’
devotion to one another and their family. Equally so, it was to reflect their deep Christian faith as
demonstrated in the very considerable contributions they made over many, many years to the
congregation of St. James.
Those whom God hath joined together let no man put asunder (BCP)
Prominently in the centre of the window are two, linked golden circles. They represent the marriage that
Barb and Lester shared faithfully with and for one another for over 65 years. Similarly, that link reflects the
decades-long, intimate relationship that each of them had with their beloved Saint James. That
combination enabled them to say with confidence that life’s work was well done. The rings also establish
a link to the circle features in the heritage windows flanking the memorial.
Let the earth produce all kinds of plants, those that bear grain...; Let the water be filled with many kinds of
living beings.... (Genesis 1, 11; 20)
At the apex of the window, framing the Chi Rho Christ symbol, are glowing, golden shafts of wheat. Barb
and Lester were keenly aware of the great gifts given to us by our Creator God. The flourishing vegetable
garden that Lester planted and maintained alongside the family home was legendary for its abundant, rich
harvests, which were often shared with others. Equally well known was Lester’s mastery of the rod and
reel.
Thus, within the rings, are symbols of Barb and Lester’s appreciation for and use of nature’s bounty. In the
upper one are five loaves of bread. They celebrate Barb’s very considerable talent in the kitchen, but,
more significantly, her constant attention to the needs of her family. In the lower ring, and outside of it,
are fishes. Lester had a deep and abiding love for and expertise in sport fishing. This was especially so in
the beauty of wilderness as represented in the rich blues of the window’s waters. Both rings celebrate a
shared life and a shared faith. Together, of course, the images within them draw us to the miracle of the
feeding of the five thousand:
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, (Jesus) looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves,
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
The whimsical image at the base shows our Yellow Church being levered into position. With a twinkle in
his eye, Lester could tell the story of his re-establishing the plumb of the building in preparation for the
new basement.
In fine, crafted lines from the bottom to the upper portion of the window, can be seen the outline of St.
Margaret’s Bay. The church has looked out over these waters for 175 years. For almost half of them, Barb
and Lester gave generously of time, talent and treasure to the church and congregation of St. James.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
This beautiful interpretation of Mom & Dad's lives and dedication not only to their family, but their church
as well, would not have been possible without the input of others. And, so after two years of bringing us to
this day, we offer sincere thanks to those who made it possible.
First and foremost, to John Stone, for his unending perseverance, research and knowledge in leading us
to this day. For the trips to LaHave, numerous phone calls, emails, and visits, thank you. And, finally for
your tribute to two wonderful people, which you have depicted perfectly on the plaque. You nailed it!
Thank you to Sue Obata, our talented artist, whose gentle and sensitive manner brought our thoughts and
images to life perfectly. After meeting and discussing Mom and Dad with her, she was able to create what
we wanted expressed in the window. Her genuine interest in our stories and memories made for an easy
transition from taking notes to creating the images we wanted.
From our first contact with Sattler's Stained Glass Studio, we knew that we were in good hands. Norbert
and Helga Sattler are passionate in their profession and ensure perfection in the designs they create. Our
window has 577 pieces of glass! Each one cut, leaded and installed exactly to perfection.
To Joseph Stone for the loan of scaffolding required for the install, and to Terry Doyle, for his carpentry
work in making the plaque holder.
REFLECTIONS FROM THE ARTIST:
In Medieval times, stained glass windows were used to teach stories from the Bible, thus aside from being
beautiful, they were enlightening. The stained glass windows of today can do the same and they can tell
contemporary stories as well.
What we learn about the people, in whose memory windows are given, becomes the inspiration for the
themes of our windows. Sheila and Sue visited Sattler's Studio, shared their fond memories of their
parents and suggested using the entwined double rings to symbolize the strength of their commitment to
one another. While John Stone suggested the theme of Feeding the Five Thousand because the symbols
of fish and loaves also represented personal interests of Lester and Barb.
Norbert Sattler was intrigued by the story of Lester levelling the church and suggested the playful image
at the bottom of the window. Considering the location of the church, I liked the idea of incorporating the
outline of St. Margaret’s Bay as a frame for the images. These kind of connections and parallel stories
make the stained glass window design unique, personal and more meaningful to the family, and also to
us.

The second challenge with the design was to keep harmony with the aesthetics of this Heritage church.
Structuring the composition in a way which echoed the existing windows helped connect the new centre
window with the side lights. The colour scheme was chosen so that it would blend with the other
windows, and the beautiful mouth blown glass was selected accordingly.
Sheila and Sue came to the studio with John during the fabrication process. Their support and
appreciation of the many steps involved in the making of a stained glass window was welcome. Our
projects are labours of love and when clients are really interested, we know our efforts are worth it.
Our thanks to the family of Lester & Barb McEachern and St. James Anglican Church for the opportunity
to create this special memorial stained glass window. This was an interesting and challenging project, and
it was a pleasure to work with you.
Sue Obata, Designer & Glass Painter
Fabrication: Sattler's Stained Glass Studio, NS 2021

65th Wedding Anniversary,
September 15th, 2016
Mom & Dad, We love you and miss you

