
 

Parish of Saint Leonard 

  

Pastor:   Rev. Godwin Obike 

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Lorne MacNeil 

Saint Leonard Church: 3180 Mount Carmel Avenue, New Waterford 

Pastoral Office: 5310 Union Highway, River Ryan, NS B1H 1B2 

Phone: 902-862-2255      Website: www.parishofsaintleonard.com 

Email: pastoralcentre@parishofsaintleonard.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/6432928016720144 

 

 

 
 
 

Our Sunday Masses 
Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday 9:00 am & 11:00 am 

 

Weekday Masses 
Wednesday Thursday, & Friday at 12:10 pm. 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
After 4:00 pm Mass on Saturday, or by appointment. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are held on the third weekend of each month. 

 
 

 

 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

November 29 & 30, 2025 

First Reading: Isaiah 2.1-5 

Psalm: 122 

Second Reading: Romans 13.11-14 

Gospel: Matthew 24.37-44 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of 

Agnes MacEachern, Anthony Feltrin, 

Vange McMaster, Cathy Doyle. May their 

souls and all the souls of the faithful 

departed through the mercy of 

God rest in peace. Amen.  

 

 

 

**Our Mission** To be a visible sign of the Body 
of Christ in our welcome, witness and 
celebration of all that we are as people of God. 

http://www.parishofsaintleonard.com/
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 We Believe 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also the first Sunday of a new liturgical year for the Church. 

The Advent season includes the four Sundays that precede Christmas. It is a time of preparation for the 

coming of the Lord. In this season, we recall two central elements of our faith: the final coming of the Lord 

in glory and the incarnation of the Lord in the birth of Jesus. Key themes of the Advent season are watchful 

waiting, preparation, and justice. 

In this new liturgical year, the Gospel of Matthew will be the primary Gospel proclaimed (Lectionary Cycle 

A). In today's Gospel, we hear Jesus speak about the need for wakefulness, for watchful waiting, for the 

coming of the Son of Man. The passage from Matthew we read today is rather straightforward. No one 

knows the precise time of the coming of the Lord in glory, so watchful waiting and vigilance are required. 

As Christians, we know that our Lord is coming even if we cannot know the precise timing. 

Baptismal Preparation 

Parents who wish to have their child baptized are required 

to attend a Baptismal Preparation Session.  

To register, please contact Marian Grant at 782-777-1253 or 

capermarian1954@gmail.com.  

Baptisms are held on the third weekend of each month.  

Faith Formation 
Faith Formation Classes are on Tuesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 

pm for ages 4 and up.  

Registration for Sacraments is ongoing. (First Communion 

is grade 2 and up, Reconciliation is grade 4 and up, 

Confirmation is grade 8 and up.) 

Contact Marian Grant at 782-777-1253 for more 

information. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
During our 4:00 pm Saturday and 11:00 am Sunday 

Liturgies, children are invited to take part in the 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word. This provides children 

with the opportunity to hear the readings of the day from 

the Children’s Lectionary and to discuss these readings 

with catechists. We encourage all parents/caregivers of 

children ages 4 to 12 years, and particularly the First 

Eucharist Candidates, to attend the 4:00 pm Saturday or 

11:00 am Sunday liturgies to give them the opportunity to 

know and understand God’s Word. 

 

Supporting ourselves as a Parish 
Weekend of Nov 22 & 23, 2025 

Sunday 

   # Envelopes        169       $2931.00 

    Loose                               $  264.60 

    Total                                $3195.60 

 

Donations to our parish are appreciated and 

can be submitted in the following ways: 

❖ Contribution Envelopes 

Envelopes can be found at the entrances of 

the church or at the Pastoral Centre. 

❖   E-Transfer: 

bookkeeper@parishofsaintleonard.com 

❖ Mail 
5310 Union Highway, River Ryan, NS  B1H 1B2 

❖   Pre-authorized Debit 

Call 902-862-2255 to arrange 

 

 

NEW WATERFORD & AREA FOOD BANK 

Open Tuesdays & Fridays from 9:30 am-Noon.  

For assistance, please contact 902-862-3779. 

 

Saint Leonard Ways & Means Committee are offering Pen Sets (Black Pen & Keychain Flashlight) for sale 

to help offset the costs of running the parish.  

These sets would make great gifts for Christmas, Birthdays, or just to say Thank You to a friend. 

They can be yours for $8.00 a set and are available at the Pastoral Centre or from the following members 

of Committee: Basil Boudreau 902-577-5140, Winnie Odo 902-322-1864, Patsy MacSween 902-565-1567, 

Wanda MacDonnell 902-862-8808.  

Thank you for your support in aid of our parish. 
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Upcoming Events 

The Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree is up at the entrance to 

the Church. Parishioners are invited to 

decorate the Giving Tree with new hats, 

caps, socks, and mittens. These items are 

collected and distributed to those in need 

in our community.  

      Memorial Christmas Tree 
As we have done in the past, we will once 

again have a Memorial Christmas Tree 

(Bow Tree) as part of our Christmas décor.  

If you wish to participate in the purchase 

of flowers, wreaths, Christmas decorations 

in memory of your deceased loved ones, 

please deposit your contribution in the 

collection basket along with the name(s) of 

the people you wish to be remembered and 

your envelope number, or you can also 

drop off names at the Pastoral Centre.  

The Memorial Tree will be decorated with 

bows, each bearing the name of a deceased 

parishioner you wish to remember. At 

Christmas, we will publish an “In 

Memoriam” section on the bulletin, listing 

the names of the persons or families 

remembered. Please submit any requests 

no later than December 12, 2025. 
 

The Combined Christmas Giving 

Committee will be conducting the 

distribution of Christmas packages on 

Sunday December 7 from 11 am-3 pm at 

Pensioners Club. This will be the only day, 

please don’t miss it. 

Volunteers Needed 

We are looking for volunteers to help make our Church beautiful for 

the upcoming Christmas celebrations. If you’re able to lend a hand, 

please contact Angela McKinnon 902-862-3915 or Wanda MacDonnell 

902-862-8808. 

Let’s come together to prepare our sacred space and joyfully welcome 

the festive and holy season of Christmas! 

Challenge/Cursillo 

Cape Breton Challenge Executive are reaching out to 

Challenge/Cursillo family to see if there is anyone who would be 

interested in working a Challenge weekend or be a member of the 

Challenge Executive. If this is of interest to you, please reach out to 

Rose Henry 902-577-1517 for Eastern region, or Ashley Roach 902-

224-5035 for Mabou Region.  

Women's Advent Prayer Breakfast 

You are cordially invited for Women's Prayer Breakfast on Monday 

December 1st, from 10:00 am to Noon at Holy Family Church Hall, 905 

Main Street in Sydney Mines. This is open to all women and admission 

is free. To register email nsgals2022@gmail.com or contact Norma 

Blinkhorn at 902-202-2972.  

MacGillivray Guest Home Christmas Market 

Thursday December 4, 1:00-3:00pm, Xavier Drive, Sydney, No cost of 

admission but give donation at the door for a chance for a door prize. 

 

The Gift Shop at Mother of Sorrows Pioneer Shrine in Mabou is 

opening for a one day only Christmas Shopping Sale. On Sunday, 

December 7 from 1 to 4 pm, all items, except candles will be 50% OFF 

for one day only. Cash only. 
 

You are invited to ‘SIMBANG GABI’ (Night Mass), a Filipino religious 

tradition of 9-Day Novena Masses in preparation for Christmas. It is a 

Eucharistic celebration that follows the centuries-old Catholic liturgy 

of nine days Advent preparation for Christmas Day. Every day at 7 PM 

at St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Church from December 15 to 23, except 

for December 20 (in Sydney Armory, coinciding with the Filipino 

Christmas Party). 
 

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Sunday December 21 2:30 pm--4:30 pm 

Nativity of the Lord 
Christmas Eve December 24 

4:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

Christmas Day December 25 10:00 am 

Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
New Year’s Eve December 31 4:00 pm 

New Year’s Day January 1 10:00 am 
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