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P U B L I S H E D  M O N T H L Y  A T  F O R T  V E R M I L I O N ,  A L B E R T A ,  B Y
M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  S O C I E T Y  T O  P R O V I D E  A N  A V E N U E  F O R  T H E
D I S S E M I N A T I O N  O F  N E W S  O F  T H E  V A R I O U S  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D
P R O J E C T S  O F  T H E  S O C I E T Y  A N D  T O  F O S T E R  A  C O N T I N U A L

I N T E R E S T  I N  A L L  O F  T H E  V A R I O U S  B R A N C H E S  O F  T H E  W O R K
A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  I N  W H I C H  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  M A Y  B E  E N G A G E D .  
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S t a y i n g  t r u e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1 9 4 0  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n t e n t i o n

( a s  s t a t e d  o n  t h e  c o v e r )  -  t h i s  2 0 2 4  v e r s i o n  d e s i r e s  t o

n o t  o n l y  k e e p  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A G  S o c i e t y  i n f o r m e d ,  b u t

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o n  t h e  l a r g e r  w h o l e .  I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t

c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  h e r e  -  a l o n g  w i t h

h i s t o r i c a l  a n e c d o t e s ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  c l a s s i f i e d s  a n d  o f

c o u r s e  n e w s  f r o m  t h e  A G  S o c i e t y .  T h i s  i s  t o  b e  a  s i m p l e

p u b l i c a t i o n  -  s t a y i n g  t r u e  t o  t h e  h a n d m a d e  s t y l e s  o f  t h e

o r i g i n a l  a n d  c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  g l i t z y  p a p e r  a n d  i m a g e s  o f

o t h e r  s u c h  p u b l i c a t i o n s .   
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D i d  y o u  k n o w ?  
T h e  A l b e r t a  G o v e r n m e n t  r e c o g n i z e s  J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 7 4  a s  t h e

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  A G .

S o c i e t y  -  m a k i n g  2 0 2 4  a  5 0 t h  y e a r  a n n i v e r s a r y !

I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  f a r m  a c t i v e l y  p r o m o t e d

a g r i c u l t u r e  s i n c e  1 9 0 7  a n d  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d

c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  p r o m o t i n g  a n d  c e l e b r a t i n g  A g r i c u l t u r e

s i n c e  1 9 1 4  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e .  O n

J u n e  2 5 ,  1 9 3 8  t h e  F o r t  V e r m i l i o n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  w a s

o f f i c i a l l y  f o r m e d .  S u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  o f  t r a d e  v i a

e q u i p m e n t  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  s o c i e t y  t o o k  o v e r

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f a l l  f a i r  a n d  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a  s t a p l e

o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  1 9 4 2  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e n t  d o r m a n t

a s  W W 1 1  r a g e d  o n .  I t  d i d  n o t  r e v i v e  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  o f

t h e  w a r  -  o f f i c i a l l y  d i s s o l v i n g  a n d  t u r n i n g  a l l  a s s e t s

b a c k  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e  i n  1 9 5 1 .  I n  1 9 7 4  t h e  t h e

s o c i e t y  w a s  f o r m e d  a g a i n  a n d  h a s  b e e n  i n  o p e r a t i o n  s i n c e .

T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  o n e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  w e  a r e

c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  A G  S o c i e t y .



                 A d v e r t i s i n g  i n  “ T h e  F o r t r e s s ”

I n  1 9 4 0  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  r a t e s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

F u l l  P a g e  a d  - - - - - - - - - - - - -  $ 5

H a l f  P a g e  A d  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 2 . 5 0

C l a s s i f i e d  A d - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 0 . 2 5

A s  m u c h  a s  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s t a y  t r u e  t o  t h e s e  r a t e s  o f

a d v e r t i s i n g  -  t h e  s m a l l  a m o u n t s  h a r d l y  m a k e  t h e  p a p e r w o r k

w o r t h  i t !  S o  i n s t e a d  w e  a r e  o f f e r i n g  r a t e s  a t  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t

b u y i n g  p o w e r .  I n  1 9 4 0  $ 5  h a d  ~ t h e  s a m e  b u y i n g  p o w e r  a s  $ 1 0 0

d o e s  t o d a y !  K e e p i n g  t h i s  m o d e l  i n  m i n d  -  o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g  c o s t s

a r e  a s  f o l l o w s .  

F u l l  P a g e  A d  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 1 0 0

H a l f  P a g e  A d  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 5 0

C l a s s i f i e d  A d  ( < 3 0  w o r d s )  - - - - - - - - - - - $ 5

3 5 0  c o p i e s  a r e  p r i n t e d  m o n t h l y  -  3 0 0 c o p i e s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i l  b o x e s  a n d  5 0  o t h e r s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  s t o r e s  a n d

l o c a l  c o f f e e  s p o t s .  P a y m e n t  c a n  b e  m a d e  b y  c h e q u e  ( F o r t

V e r m i l i o n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y )  C a s h ,  o r  E - t r a n s f e r

( F V H C 8 8 @ g m a i l . c o m )  A l l  A d s  a r e  a t t r a c t i v e l y  h a n d  d r a w n  a n d  e y e

c a t c h i n g  -  a s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s !  
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+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
W e a t h e r  f r o m  1 0 0  y e a r s  a g o !  

I n  1 9 0 8  T h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  F a r m  s t a r t e d  k e e p i n g  d e t a i l  r e c o r d s  o f
t h e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  /  s u n s h i n e  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  o f

t h e  r e s u l t s  f r o m  A u g u s t  1 9 2 4 .

R e c o r d  o f  S u n s h i n e  -  T o t a l  h o u r s   2 4 4 . 8   A v e r a g e  /  d a y  7 . 9

T e m p e r a t u r e  -    H i g h e s t  7 9 . 8 ° F  ( + 2 6 . 5 ° C )  L o w e s t  3 2 ° F  ( 0 ° C )

A u g u s t  P r e c i p i t a t i o n  t o t a l  -  2 . 2 7 i n
T h e  D A  T h o m a s  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o n  A u g .  7  +  2 5 .  

T h e  f i r s t  f r o s t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w a s  o n  A u g  2 8 .



4 8 0 3  4 9  S T R E E T ,  F O R T  V E R M I L I O N ,  A B ,  C A N A D A ,  A L B E R T A

+ 1  7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 3 0 3 6  G R A M P A S F I N E S T @ G M A I L . C O M

 S u n d a y  C l o s e d
M o n d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m
T u e s d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m

W e d n e s d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m
T h u r s d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m

F r i d a y  2 – 1 0  p m
S a t u r d a y  2 – 1 0  p m

_ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _
_ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _

4 9 0 1  4 9  A v e ,  F o r t  V e r m i l i o n  7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 3 5 0 5   h y d w a y @ g m a i l . c o m

D o w n t o w n  F o r t  V e r m i l i o nO p e n  M o n  -  S a t  9 a m  -  6 p m
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A u g u s t / 1 8 6 5 :
A r r i v a l s :  I n d i a n s  f r o m  a c r o s s  b u t  n o  p r o v i s i o n s ,  l e f t  f o r
u p r i v e r  ( 2 - 6 t h ) ;  F o u r n i e r  &  p a r t y  w i t h  a  h o r s e l o a d  o f  d r y
s c r a p s ,  o n l y  f i t  f o r  d o g  f o o d  ( 7 t h ) ;  2  I n d i a n s  f o r  a m m o  ( 9 t h ) ;
F o u r n i e r  &  s o n  f o r  t o b a c c o  ( 1 0 t h ) ;  I n d i a n s  s t i l l  a r o u n d  t o  s e e
t h e  F t .  S t .  J o h n  b o a t  ( 1 1 - 1 4 t h ) ;  I n d i a n s  s t i l l  a r o u n d  i n  h o p e s
o f  a m m o  &  t o b a c c o  ( 1 6 t h ) ;  I n d i a n s  e q u i p p e d  &  o f f ( 2 1 s t ) ;
I n d i a n s  s t i l l  n o t  g e t t i n g  b e t t e r  ( 2 4 t h ) ;  C h i p e w y a n  I n d i a n s
s t i l l  t i e d  t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  g a v e t h e m  p u r g e s  &  v o m i t s  ( 2 5 t h ) ;  t h e
C h i p e w y a n  C r e e  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  m o v e  a b o u t  b r i s k l y  b u t  t h e
C h i p e w y a n  a r e  a s  b a d  a s  e v e r  ( 2 6 t h ) ;
T r i p p i n g :  r e c ’ d  m o o s e  f r o m  L a n n a h a y ,  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  T r o i s
P o u c e s  w h o  w e n t  h u n t i n g  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  n o t  r e t u r n e d  ( 4 t h ) ;  a r r
T r o i s  P o u c e ,  b e e n  t r a c k i n g  w o u n d e d  b u c k  m o o s e  ( 5 t h ) ;  L a n n a h a y
k i l l e d  a  d o e  m o o s e  ( 1 4 t h ) ;  T r o i s  P o u c e s  r o s e  c a m p ,  ( 2 4 t h ) ;  a r r
c a r t e r s  w i t h  d o e  m o o s e  f r o m  H a  h a  c h a y ,  t h e  f i r s t  h e  k i l l e d
s i n c e  h i r e d  i n  J u l y ,  F o r t  H u n t e r s  s i c k  ( 2 6 t h ) ;  
T a s k s / E v e n t s :  “  M i c h e l  t h i n k s  h e  w i l l  g e t  d o u b l e  t h e  q u a n t i t y
o f  h a y  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  F i r e  h a v i n g  p a s s e d  a t  t h e  h a y  g r o u n d
t h i s  s p r i n g  h a d  m a d e  t h e  h a y  t o  g r o w ” ,  b o y s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  c a t c h
g o l d e y e  ( 1 s t ) ;  m e n  r e a p i n g  b a r l e y  ( 9 t h ) ;  m e n  t i e d  u p  2  b a l e s
o f  d r i e d  m e a t  &  m a d e  2  b a g s  p e m m i c a n  f o r  S t .  J o h n s  b o a t
( 1 0 t h ) ;  ‘ S t .  J o h n ’ s  B o a t  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  c r e w s
o f  t h e  b o a t  M o s t l y  a l l  l a i d  u p  w i t h  t h e  s c a r l e t  f e v e r .  I  m u c h
f e a r  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  l e a v e  t h i s  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  t o
c o m e ” ( 1 8 t h ) ;  F o r t  S t .  J o h n  b o a t  o f f  w i t h  t h e  h e a l t h y  ?
m e n ,  l o a n e d  t h e m  J u l e s  R o y ,  r e s t  a t  h o u s e  a r e  t o  t r y  t o  g a t h e r
s t r e n g t h  t o  r e t u r n  t o  C h i p  ( 2 1 s t ) ;  p u t  u p  2 5  b a l e s  i n f e r i o r
d r y e d  m e a t  f o r  F t .  C h i p ,  I n d  n o t  i m p r o v i n g  ( 2 2 n d ) ;  m e n  b a g g e d
1 2 0 0  l b s  d r i e d  m e a t  f o r  C h i p ,  T o u r a n g e a u ’ s  f a m i l y  a l l  s i c k ;
I n d s  a l l  i l l  ( 2 3 r d ) ;  y o u n g  B a p t i s t e  S t .  C y r e  w e l l  n o w ,  ( 2 6 t h ) ;
w o m e n  &  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  f o r t  a l l  s u f f e r i n g  ( 2 7 t h ) ;  b o a t  o f f  t o
C h i p e w y a n  w i t h  a  s i c k  c r e w  b u t  m o s t  r e c o v e r e d ,  G a b r i e l  t o  h e l p
t h e m  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  C h i p ,  O l i v e r  C o u r t e o r e i l l e  &  A p p a s a s i n  t o
h e l p  t h e m  o v e r  c h u t e s  ( 2 9 t h ) ;

T h e  H u d s o n ' s  B a y  C o m p a n y  m a i n t a i n e d  d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d s  o f
o p e r a t i o n s ,  e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d  h a p p e n i n g s  a t  e a c h  t r a d i n g  p o s t  t h e y
o p e r a t e d .  T h e  F o r t  V e r m i l i o n  H e r i t a g e  C e n t r e  h a s  a  c o p y  o f  t h o s e

r e c o r d s  a n d  o f f e r  a  p e e k  i n t o  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  F o r t
V e r m i l i o n  H B C  p o s t  o v e r  1 0 0  y e a r s  a g o !  

* * * * *  P L E A S E  N O T E  * * * * *   T h e s e  n o t a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  d i g i t i z e d
f r o m  t h e  h a n d  w r i t t e n  d o c u m e n t s .  T h e  s p e l l i n g  o f  w o r d s  a n d  n a m e s
m a y  n o t  b e  c o r r e c t  a n d  o u t d a t e d  t e r m s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  c e n s o r e d  o r

c h a n g e d .  



P G .  8                        T H E  F O R T R E S S       A U G U S T  0 1  2 0 2 4

August/1840:
Arrivals: old Cadotte & 2 sons with Adziconne, Lakish & two boys, no
provisions made(6th); La Patate & Montagnier’s son with families with
intent of staying at Fort but the Post is too short of fresh meat
(8th); Le Maigre, Nez platte, Le Cerfe, Nazoway, Shawly, the 3
Montagniers, Mondoux and a dozen othere with 1300 lbs dried Meat, 224
lbs Grease, 400 lbs pounded Meat, also a few fur (21st); arrived La
Hache & Akatchay from Loon R. for horses to bring dried privisions
(29th); Anathadarah & Abitzely /Chipewyans/ from Hay River, there by
arrangement to take down express to Chip, have come too soon so sent
hunting (31st); Bonne Bouche off to Caribou Mountains again (31st)
Tripping: arr Chacally & 2 boys with meat of doe moose from La Patate
(2nd); sent Chacall & Trois Pouces hunting (9th); “Sent off Lapatate
and Montagnier’s Son a hunting,the former down the River and the
latter upwards, whether they will meet with any success is hard to say
as they left this with little hope of meeting with any game of any
kind, saying that animals is scarce all over the Country” (9th); arr
Chacally & Trois Pouce with doe moose (12th); arr Lapatate with doe
moose (13th); La Patate at post, arr Montagnier’s son with doe moose,
Chacally & Trois Pouces left with three horses to hunt (14th); La
Patate upriver hunting & to meet La Bonne Bouche (16th); arr Chacally
& Trois Pouce with a bear (20th); arr La Patate, no game for the Fort
(21st); requested La Bonne Bouche & Nez Platte to come on 12th of Sept
to start fall hunt, arr Montagnier’s son with buck moose (22nd); la
Patate & Montagnier’s son off to hunt towards Loon R. (25th); Chacally
& Trois Pouce to join La Patate (27th); Montagnier’s son with doe
killed at Boyer R. (29th); Montagnier’s son killed 2 bear cubs on
island opposite Fort, mother had 4 more cubs (30th); hunters at Loon
R. to return as soon as they have killed a Bear or a moose (27th);
Events/Tasks: return of haymakers, very dirty (1st); Dents Malfaits
sends him ¾ keg of berries by his Wife (2nd); “Madame Mangeur de lard
& Daughter / Beaver Indian Women/ who are here since last week
supplying me daily with Straw Berries as much as I can eat”, hoeing
potatoes at Old Fort (3rd); Obichon making ashes for soap, sharp frost
last night (4th); purchased berries from some Beaver women from across
(10th); grass-hoppers eating beets, cabbages, “clouds in the prairies”
(11th); have caught a considerable number of gold eye by hook & line
this month (14th); grasshoppers destroying cabbage, have not troubled
potatoes across the river (15th); potatoes frost bit (20th); fires
blazing countryside; apprehensive about hay at Lac d’Ours & safety of
post (23rd); hunters upset about strange Indian hovering around the
fort, fear of Assiniboines – factor sat up & saw nothing (26th); bad
potato season, summer frosts (31st);



O u r  m i s s i o n :  " R a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  s e n i o r s  l o d g e
i n  F o r t  V e r m i l l i o n .  T o  c r e a t e  f u n d s  a s  s e e d  m o n e y  t o w a r d s  t h e

b u i l d i n g  o f  a  s e n i o r s  l o d g e  i n  F o r t  V e r m i l l i o n .  T o  o f f e r  a
s e r v i c e  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c l o t h i n g ,  h o u s e w a r e s ,  a n d  o t h e r
i t e m s  a t  r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e s  f o r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  F o r t  V e r m i l l i o n

a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s "

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !   F o l l o w  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k   ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
R i v e r  R o a d  T r a d i n g  p o s t  S e c o n d  h a n d  s t o r e

M a c k e n z i e  A p p l i e d  R e s e a r c h  A s s o c i a t i o n

M A R A  P l o t  t o u r
A u g u s t  9 t h  9 : 3 0 a m  -  5 p m

J o i n  u s  f o r  a  g u i d e d  t o u r  o f  o u r  p l o t s  a n d  l e a r n
w h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  w i t h  L u p i n ,  A n c i e n t  W h e a t ,  a n d

D u r h a m  W h e a t  v a r i t i e s .
W i t n e s s  o u r  I n t e r c r o p p i n g ,  i r r i g a t i o n ,  E c o t e a  a n d

H u m a l i t e  T r i a l s !
P l e a s e  R e g i s t e r  f o r  F r e e  l u n c h

7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 3 7 7 6

88888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888

S e c o n d  H a n d  S t o r e

O p e n  T u e s - F r i  1 - 6  p m

F r i d a y  B a g  D a y  -  a l l  c l o t h e s  y o u  c a n  f i t
i n  a  b a g  f o r  o n l y  $ 5 !

7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 4 8 0 0

C h e c k  u s  o u t  o n l i n e  -  n o w  w i t h  a  p a g e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  m a k i n g
g o v e r n m e n t  g r a n t s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  y o u !  F u n d i n g  a v a i l a b l e

t h r o u g h  t h e  S u s t a i n a b l e  C a n a d i a n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P a r t n e r s h i p
a n d  O n  F a r m  C l i m a t e  A c t i o n  F u n d .  

M a c k e n z i e r e s e a r c h . c a / f u n d i n g
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B o y s  a n d  G i r l s  G r o u p  s u m m e r  p r o g r a m  
E v e r y  w e e k  M o n  -  T h u r s
A g e s  6 - 8  1 0 a m -  1 2 p m  

A g e s  9 - 1 2  2 p m - 4 p m

C l o s e d  A u g  5  a n d  1 2 t h  -  1 6 t h

C o m m u n i t y  E v e n t s  H a p p e n i n g  i n  A u g u s t  

L a  C r e t e  P r o  r o d e o  i s  A u g  6  +  7 !  
H i g h  L e v e l  H e i f e r  r a f f l e  t i c k e t s  a r e  o n  s a l e .  D r a w  i s  O c t  1 9 t h
f o r  2 0  B r e d  H e i f e r s  o r  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  P u r c h a s e  a t  t h e  B r i c k ,  H L  M o t o r
p r o d u c t s  o r  c a l l  7 8 0 - 8 4 1 - 9 1 9 5

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

S e r v i c e  C a n a d a  w i l l  b e  o n s i t e  h e l i n g  w i t h  C P P ,
E I ,  S o c i a l  i n s u r a n c e  n u m b e r s .  P l e a s e  b r i n g  I D !

A u g u s t
 2 1       +       2 2

1 : 3 0 p m - 4 : 3 0 p m 9 a m - 4 : 3 0 p m

S u m m e r  p h o t o  c o n t e s t  e n d s  A u g u s t  3 0 t h !

F o r t  V e r m i l i o n  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s

7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 4 3 4 0     f o r t f v s s 5 @ g m a i l . c o m


