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AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY

a1 Re
95

<O

PUBLISHED MONTHLY AT FORT VERMILION, ALBERTA, BY
MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY TO PROVIDE AN AVENUE FOR THE
DISSEMINATION OF NEWS OF THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES AND

PROJECTS OF THE SOCIETY AND TO FOSTER A CONTINUAL
INTEREST IN ALL OF THE VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE WORK

AND RECREATION IN WHICH THE MEMBERS OF THE
ORGANIZATION MAY BE ENGAGED.
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'?“faa'g"m ' THE FORTRESS . —IUGUST 6, 1940
YeUIE ONE . — NUWBIR_EiCHT ‘

YoU coulD LIVE ALONE
If ycu veru the only resident in Fort Vermilion or in the District,
yoa prouably could get cloage Things gensrally would be difficult,
and 1ifc you would fiad quite a prodlem. G, no - it is nct so easy
as it is; people liviag in mors ssotisi arees have a much betier time
of it, but iush eapress you-lived alcas hor¢. In the first placo you
vould have no Dogtor, or aorpital. Your zhildrem weuld have nc schcol
snd. you would hava no shurck. - Thares would be no mail serrice, and on
the river nc boats or 'plancs &lignting. you could not write nor
"wirc, ncr could you go to the storcs ©o purchase your nesdse Thsere
wouid be no roads, no comminity hall, aec ccnecorts, plays, dances, or
sports.  All the machinory you brought in /yourscif) would come by the
ovanland route in the winter. In the seme way all your other nccds
woulé have to be transpertcd long distancas.
Then - there would be no merkcts herc. No onc would cver want to
purchasc your chickens, Gggs, butter, or grain. You would have no ong
_ %o talk to oxccpt your own family, and thewc would .bc no placc to go.
If you had a problem, or nacded assistancc in building a bern or a
housc, it would bc a long, leng walk %o holp. Thsre, would. b no: way
to sceure loeally the sorvices of an srtisan, a bricklayer, carpsnter,
blacksnith,. or mcchanic. Every singlc neeoessity of life would have to
be drought long distances, by CXPONUSLVS mGans. Ty
Ycs,  yolu eculd live alons - but it wouvld be guitc a trial. For
this reason, it is in your intorest that the Ccmmunity flourish. It
ig ¢sseniial to your own' wolfarc and Progress thet  the Community he
aided in its advansc. Your vholae. scheiic of existance is woven into
the faprie of thc Sowmunity structure and it ig in your hands *to mako
your cordrivution as strong and porrancnt as possible. Ia the edifice
of tht Tort Vormilior Ccmmunity rust go a nart of the energy of all
living within: ifs boundericss If.you.witnhold your sharc you ‘weaien
the influcacce for. bottermeatihorce .As Tho tide of fertune riscs vy
the comecrseq action of a1l + sc yeur fortunes will rigc - and the
sonvVGTSe is truce If you do somc unssifisa a0t in the Community and
4pat act is 'motivatod by an honest desire 4o improve living conditions
for us all, -altnough thce act may pass w-noticed, it cannot fail %o
ndd scmcihinmg: to ths common wWeais . i
. fherc is this all leading ? To the subjcet of the Third jnnual
7611 Fair.. This mcasage is dirccted to eny and sll in the District.
vcu arc requestad to do as much &8 you cal to maks thae coming Fall
fe.ir saccessful - vory, vory saccassfules Tt »oguircs ne groat strain
or your ingonuity to dotermine in what menncr you mey assist. You can
axhihit - anytaning and cverything you- belicve worth cxhitbiting. You
can cifsr your sorvicos .in meny ways to assist in the laktor which is
connoctod with the Feir. You can holp with time and moncy ‘%o build
up tlic most successful ~sxhibition we havwce cver had. Tac f2ll 'Fair is
tho crux of the Sceicty's activitics, and it demands of all tho vory
strougcst oxprossions of intcrest and support. It would not be an
unplezsant fueling to know that you had donc some smell thing which
you know helped the Falr %o be the best yote
e do nct deny that you eould 1ive alonc - but consider how
very much battor it is that you arc living in a community where thore
arc ncoplc interostcd im you end your welfarc. You do your part to
meke she communisy botter for us 511, You can - and tho Fqip is oae
wey tu do ib. Just think this ower. Some ox the pacple living in the
district may bc better fitted 6o holp the comrunity thai gou are = but
net onc singls cnc ncad bhc more cthusiastic or filled with a roeal
dosirc to help in some way. Just think it over. ED.
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Ce Wo McLEAN
Far Tra@ar
BUYER AND EXPORTER OF FINE FURS
Fort. Vermilion o Alberta
? AGENT. FOR THE FRONTIER LUMBER CO. LTDs
h I éan furnish you goods at the following prices f.o.b..Peace River-
|| CEMENT - per 5a0K.eeeocsons .$1.20 LIME - per 50-1b. sack...$1.25
F i PLASTER - " 50-1b. sack.... 1.10 LIME - " 25-1b. sack... 75
R ﬁ CEDAR SHINGLES.-.No. 1 - $6.00--~No. 2 - $5.00---lc. 3 - $3.50
] FIR FINISH == 1 X 4-5-6 X BYcc. covseenaeeaa$80.00 per 1000 ft.
0 ! g madlle e oo L ik i ol U i VR PR L e e T R et e U D ¢t L 7 i & {
j No.l E.G. FIR FIJOORIIJG o 1 X 5-.- scesns e 80.00 t 1000 i‘ta i
M o3 TulGs FIR FLOORING ~= 1 X desnosrsossss 50,00 ™ 3600 £F. |
| FIRV-JOII‘TT -""l}_:4.0.-.--..-------.:0-.-. 50000 L lOOO ftc
!] FIR V'JOII'IT -"%’x4------00-.0.....-.0-:-0 4:5|000 " looo fto I
T i BARREIJ LILE o 200 lb.lc-olctlnontaggﬁss.so 1"
Prices on Doors, Windows, Wall Board and 2
B other Building laterial- !
~FURNISHED ON REQUEST |
! |
0 ¢ 2 2
R Me Av & Co Jo KIDD --=- GENERAL MERCHANTS ~-- FORT VERMILION, ALTA.
: J
- SOLE AGENTS MACKENZIE AIRWAYS LTD. |
e = Orders given personally sent out Wednesday and consignments returned |
I . the following day - Taursday [
I The Most Efficient and Rapid Service Available!
g FARE from FORT VERIIILION to PEACE RIVER and RETURN -- $40.00
(This special rate for residents of the district only)
A vvvv#vvvvvv¢vvvvyvvvv '
L

WE INVITE IHSPECT;ON OF OUR CLEAN, WELL~LIT, COIIFORTABLE ROOMS
N s VVVVVVVYYYY

. HIGH-CLASS, HOME-COOKED MEALS-

VVVVVVVVVVY
ICE CREAM ' SOFT IRINKS |  GIGARETTES
We stomk the Best Vuriety of Gundy in town at reasenable prices
S mmmmmrmmmnmmm ¥

¢

* We have a large assortment of magazines at popular prices.

S s e o
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Did you know?
The Alberta Government recognizes June 26, I974 as the

incorporation date for the current version of the AG.
Society - making 2024 a 50th year anniversary!

In reality, the experimental farm actively promoted
agriculture since I907 and there has been organized
community members promoting and celebrating Agriculture
since I9I4 with the creation of the Board of Trade. On
June 25, I938 the Fort Vermilion Agricultural Society was
officially formed. Supported by the board of trade via
equipment and resources, the fledgling society took over
operations of the fall fair and quickly became a staple
of the community. In I942 the organization went dormant
as WWII raged on. It did not revive after the close of
the war - officially dissolving and turning all assets
back to the Board of Trade in I95I. In I974 the the
society was formed again and has been in operation since.
This publication is one manner in which we are

celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the AG Society.

Staying true to the original I940 publication intention
(as stated on the cover) - this 2024 version desires to
not only keep the members of the AG Society informed, but
the community on the larger whole. Information about
community events will be posted here - along with
historical anecdotes, advertisements, classifieds and of
course news from the AG Society. This is to be a simple
publication - staying true to the handmade styles of the
original and contrasting the glitzy paper and images of

other such publications.
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Advertising in “The Fortress”

In I940 the advertising rates were as follows:

Full Page ad ----------=--- $5
Half Page Ad -------------- $2.50
Classified Ad-------------- $0.25

As much as we would like to stay true to these rates of
advertising - the small amounts hardly make the paperwork
worth it! So instead we are offering rates at the equivalent
buying power. In I940 $5 had ~the same buying power as $I00
does today! Keeping this model in mind - our advertising costs

are as follows.

Full Page Ad -----------------c--- $I00

Half Page Ad -------cemmcmmcm e $50

Classified Ad (<30 words) ----------- $5

350 copies are printed monthly - 300copies are distributed

through the mail boxes and 50 others distributed to stores and
local coffee spots. Payment can be made by cheque (Fort
Vermilion Agricultural Society) Cash, or E-transfer
(FVHC88@gmail.com) All Ads are attractively hand drawn and eye

catching - as you will see on the following pages!

+++++++++rr ettt ++

Weather from I00 years ago!

In I908 The Experimental Farm started keeping detail records of
the precipitation / sunshine and temperature. Here are some of
the results from August I924.

Record of Sunshine - Total hours 244.8 Average / day 7.9
Temperature - Highest 79.8°F (+26.5°C) Lowest 32°F (0°C)

August Precipitation total - 2.27in
The DA Thomas arrived in the community on Aug. 7 + 25.
The first frost in the district was on Aug 28.



Sunday Closed
Monday IO am-I0 pm
Tuesday I0 am-IO0 pm
Wednesday IO am-IO0 pm
Thursday IO0 am-IO0 pm
Friday 2-I0 pm
Saturday 2-I0 pnm

4803 49 STREET, FORT VERMILION, AB, CANADA, ALBERTA
+] 780-927-3036 GRAMPASFINESTGGMAIL.COM

YDWAY

490I 49 Ave, Fort Vermilion 780-927-3505 hydway@gmail.con

Open Mon - Sat 9am - 6Bpm Downtown Fort Vermilion
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The Hudson's Bay Company maintained detailed records of
operations, employees, and happenings at each trading post they
operated. The Fort Vermilion Heritage Centre has a copy of those

records and offer a peek into what was happening in Fort

Vermilion HBC post over I00 years ago!

***** PLEASE NOTE ***** These notations have been digitized
from the hand written documents. The spelling of words and names
may not be correct and outdated terms have not been censored or

changed.

August/I865:

Arrivals: Indians from across but no provisions, left for
upriver (2-6th); Fournier & party with a horseload of dry
scraps, only fit for dog food (7th); 2 Indians for ammo (9th);
Fournier & son for tobacco (IOth); Indians still around to see
the Ft. St. John boat (II-I4th); Indians still around in hopes
of ammo & tobacco (I6th); Indians equipped & off(R2Ist);
Indians still not getting better (24th); Chipewyan Indians
still tied to the house, gavethem purges & vomits (25th); the
Chipewyan Cree are beginning to move about briskly but the
Chipewyan are as bad as ever (26th);

Tripping: rec’d moose from Lannahay, worried about Trois
Pouces who went hunting on Wednesday, not returned (4th); arr
Trois Pouce, been tracking wounded buck moose (5th); Lannahay
killed a doe moose (I4th); Trois Pouces rose camp, (R24th); arr
carters with doe moose from Ha ha chay, the first he killed
since hired in July, Fort Hunters sick (26th);

Tasks/Events: “ Michel thinks he will get double the quantity
of hay this year, the Fire having passed at the hay ground
this spring had made the hay to grow”, boys beginning to catch
goldeye (Ist); men reaping barley (9th); men tied up 2 bales
of dried meat & made 2 bags pemmican for St. Johns boat
(I0th); “St. John’s Boat arrived in the afternoon, the crews
of the boat Mostly all laid up with the scarlet fever. I much
fear they will not be able to leave this for some time to
come” (I8th); Fort St. John boat off with the healthy ?

men, loaned them Jules Roy, rest at house are to try to gather
strength to return to Chip (2Ist); put up 25 bales inferior
dryed meat for Ft. Chip, Ind not improving (22nd); men bagged
I200 1bs dried meat for Chip, Tourangeau’s family all sick;
Inds all i1l (23rd); young Baptiste St. Cyre well now, (26th);
women & children of the fort all suffering (27th); boat off to
Chipewyan with a sick crew but most recovered, Gabriel to help
them all the way to Chip, Oliver Courteoreille & Appasasin to
help them over chutes (29th);
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August/I840:

Arrivals: old Cadotte & 2 sons with Adziconne, Lakish & two boys, no
provisions made(6th); La Patate & Montagnier’s son with families with
intent of staying at Fort but the Post is too short of fresh meat
(8th); Le Maigre, Nez platte, Le Cerfe, Nazoway, Shawly, the 3
Montagniers, Mondoux and a dozen othere with I300 1bs dried Meat, 224
lbs Grease, 400 1bs pounded Meat, also a few fur (2Ist); arrived La
Hache & Akatchay from Loon R. for horses to bring dried privisions
(29th); Anathadarah & Abitzely /Chipewyans/ from Hay River, there by
arrangement to take down express to Chip, have come too soon so sent
hunting (3Ist); Bonne Bouche off to Caribou Mountains again (3Ist)
Tripping: arr Chacally & 2 boys with meat of doe moose from La Patate
(2nd); sent Chacall & Trois Pouces hunting (9th); “Sent off Lapatate
and Montagnier’s Son a hunting,the former down the River and the
latter upwards, whether they will meet with any success is hard to say
as they left this with 1ittle hope of meeting with any game of any
kind, saying that animals is scarce all over the Country” (9th); arr
Chacally & Trois Pouce with doe moose (I2th); arr Lapatate with doe
moose (I3th); La Patate at post, arr Montagnier’s son with doe moose,
Chacally & Trois Pouces left with three horses to hunt (I4th); La
Patate upriver hunting & to meet La Bonne Bouche (I6th); arr Chacally
& Trois Pouce with a bear (20th); arr La Patate, no game for the Fort
(2Ist); requested La Bonne Bouche & Nez Platte to come on I2th of Sept
to start fall hunt, arr Montagnier’s son with buck moose (22nd); 1la
Patate & Montagnier’s son off to hunt towards Loon R. (25th); Chacally
& Trois Pouce to join La Patate (27th); Montagnier’s son with doe
killed at Boyer R. (29th); Montagnier’s son killed 2 bear cubs on
island opposite Fort, mother had 4 more cubs (30th); hunters at Loon
R. to return as soon as they have killed a Bear or a moose (27th);
Events/Tasks: return of haymakers, very dirty (Ist); Dents Malfaits
sends him % keg of berries by his Wife (2nd); “Madame Mangeur de lard
& Daughter / Beaver Indian Women/ who are here since last week
supplying me daily with Straw Berries as much as I can eat”, hoeing
potatoes at 01d Fort (3rd); Obichon making ashes for soap, sharp frost
last night (4th); purchased berries from some Beaver women from across
(I0Oth); grass-hoppers eating beets, cabbages, “clouds in the prairies”
(ITIth); have caught a considerable number of gold eye by hook & line
this month (I4th); grasshoppers destroying cabbage, have not troubled
potatoes across the river (I5th); potatoes frost bit (20th); fires
blazing countryside; apprehensive about hay at Lac d’Ours & safety of
post (23rd); hunters upset about strange Indian hovering around the
fort, fear of Assiniboines - factor sat up & saw nothing (26th); bad
potato season, summer frosts (3Ist);




Second Hand Store
780-927-4800

Our mission: "Raise awareness of the need for a seniors lodge
in Fort Vermillion. To create funds as seed money towards the
building of a seniors lodge in Fort Vermillion. To offer a
service to meet the need for clothing, housewares, and other
items at reasonable prices for residents of Fort Vermillion
and surrounding communities”

vJ Open Tues-Fri I-6 pnm

Friday Bag Day - all clothes you can fit
in a bag for only $5!

Mackenzie Applied Research Association

Check us out online - now with a page dedicated to making
government grants accessible to you! Funding available
through the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership
and On Farm Climate Action Fund.

Mackenzieresearch.ca/funding

MARA Plot tour
August 9th 9:30am - 5Spm q
Join us for a guided tour of our plots and 1earn(}
what we are doing with Lupin, Ancient Wheat, and
Durham Wheat varities.
Witness our Intercropping, irrigation, Ecotea and
Humalite Trials!
Please Register for Free lunch
780-927-3776
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Fort Vermilion Support Services

Boys and Girls Group summer program
Every week Mon - Thurs
Ages 6-8 I0am- IZ2pm
Ages 9-I2 2pm-4pm

Closed Aug 5 and I2th - I6th

L] I
Service Canada will be onsite heling with CPP,
E EI, Social insurance numbers. Please bring ID!

August
21 + 22

I:30pm-4:30pm 9am-4:30pm
P A TN

oSN
® &© €y
o § &
Summer photo contest ends August 30th!
780-927-4340 fortfvss5@gmail.com
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\'Q_k_( Community Events Happening in August _9/

e La Crete Pro rodeo is Aug 6 + 7!
Draw is Oct I9th

e High Level Heifer raffle tickets are on sale.
Purchase at the Brick, HL Motor

for 20 Bred Heifers or $50,000.
products or call 780-84I-9I95 c} ! !
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