
 

I’ve been meaning to ask … 
What do you need? 

July 18, 2021 
 
Prelude  
 

Welcoming and Announcements Dennis Burke 
Flowers for the service are offered by Barbara Shobbrook, in 

celebration of the life of her husband, Robert Joslin. 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
Shine your light, O God, 
in our hearts and in our world. 
 
Introit: Spirit, Open My Heart (More Voices 79) 

Words: Ruth Duck, 1994 
Music: traditional melody, Ireland; arr. Arthur G. Clyde, 1997 

Words © 1996 and arrangement © 1997 The Pilgrim Press. Used by permission. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 

Refrain  Spirit, open my heart 
  to the joy and pain of living. 
  As you love may I love, 
  in receiving and in giving. 
  Spirit open my heart.   
  
1 God, replace my stony heart     
 with a heart that’s kind and tender.    
 All my coldness and fear     
 to your grace I now surrender. Refrain  
 
2 Write your love upon my heart    
 as my law, my goal, my story.     
 In each thought, word, and deed    
 may my living bring you glory. Refrain 
 

3 May I weep with those who weep,    
 share the joy of sister, brother.    
 In the welcome of Christ,      
 may we welcome one another. Refrain 
 
Call to Worship 
Family of faith, this must be the place. 
This is the place for connection and growth, 
for community and hope. 
This must be the place for questions like, 
“Where are you from?” and, “What do you need?” 
for whispers of: “I’ve been thinking of you,” 
and, “I’ve been meaning to ask…” 
This must be the place, because all belong here. 
All are welcome here. 
All hurt and joy, needs and prayers, 
dreams and love, are welcome here. 
God is near. Let us worship Holy God. 
 
Opening Hymn: I Am a Child of God (More Voices 157) 

Words and music: Cheryl and Bruce Harding, 2002 
Words and music © 2002 by Cheryl and Bruce Harding. Used by permission 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 I am a child of God,  

I am a glimpse of God’s new creation. 
I am a child of God, 
I am a child of God. 
 

2 I am an endless prayer, 
I am a yearning for contemplation, 
I am an endless prayer, 
I am an endless prayer. 

 
 



 

3 I am an angry voice, 
I am compassion and consternation, 
I am an angry voice, 
I am an angry voice. 
 

4 I am a cry for peace, 
I am commitment and dedication, 
I am a cry for peace, 
I am a cry for peace. 
 

5 I am a song of joy, 
I am the moment of jubilation, 
I am a song of joy, 
I am a song of joy. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Holy Mystery, 
When we love someone in need, it is easy to give. 
We show up with casseroles and prayer shawls. 
We send cards and make phone calls. 
We babysit the kids and drop off flowers. 
We don’t think twice about it, because when we love someone in 
need, it is easy to give. 
Holy one, help us remember that it is not just those we love that are 
worthy of what we have to give, but God is worthy,  
and strangers whom we have never met are worthy. 
All of creation deserves love and care,  
which is a radical notion in this hurting world. 
So today, let us practice being in relationship  
and drawing closer to one another. 
For when we love, we are closer to you, Gracious God, Creator of All. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
 

Scripture Readings Dennis Burke 
Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament): Job 2:11-13 
Christian Scripture (New Testament): 2 Timothy 4:9-18 
 
Anthem: Ka mana’o I’ O (More Voices 103, vs. 2, 3 & 4) 

Words and music: Joe Camacho, 1999 
Words and music © 1999 by Joe Camacho. Used by permission. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
Refrain  Ka mana’o I’ O o kokakpu Akua.  
  Faithful, faithful is our God. 
  Ka mana’o I’ O o kokakpu Akua.  
  Faithful, faithful is our God. 
 
2 In quiet moments 
 God whispers tenderly 
 the mystery of unending love.  
 For God is good, 
 and holds us as we sleep, 
 to wake us to the morning light. Refrain 
 
3 The mercy of our God 
 we seek to share each day, 
 to help each other on our way, 
 to be God’s hands and heart  
 with tenderness and care. 
 God’s faith fulness is always there. Refrain 
 
4 When we share love, 
 we share respect and care, 
 the gifts and bonds of human kindness. 
 And in our journey, 
 may love lead the way. 
 To be God’s living, sing this day. Refrain  
 
Reflection Video by Rev. Remington Johnson 



 

Reflection: “I’ve been meaning to ask…what do you need?” 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in relationships. 
We believe in asking hard questions, 
in showing up for one another, 
and in stilling together through the pain. 
We believe in listening with grace, 
learning with curiosity, 
and apologizing with sincerity. 
We believe in asking for help, 
saying what we need, 
and trusting that no degree of vulnerability 
could strip us of God’s love. 
We believe in trying our best 
and offering grace 
when our best is not enough. 
We believe that God is in all relationships- 
modelling for us the value of community 
through the relationships of the Trinity. 
So we love today, 
and we strive to love  
even more tomorrow. 
Let it be so. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer Introit: Take My Life and Let It Be (VU 506, vs. 1 & 2) 
Words: Frances Ridley Havergal 1874, alt 

 Music: Unknown; desc. John T. Wilkinson 1980 
Descant © 1980 en Thusia Enterprises. 

The United Church Publishing House 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 Take my life, and let it be 
 consecrated, all for thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

2 Take my hands, and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet, and let them be 
 swift and purposeful for thee. 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
God the here and now, 
My, oh my, how we need you now. 
This world seems to turn upside down all the time. 
Our center of gravity feels off. 
In moments like these, we are particularly grateful for the care you 
offer and the stability of friends. 
So today we say a prayer of thanks for the people on our life who take 
the time to ask: “What do you need?” 

● for grocery store clerks who are friendly and patient 
● for the neighbour across the street who leaves sidewalk chalk 

notes 
● for the friend who notices when we are not on Zoom and 

contacts us to check in 
● for grandparents, parents & children who celebrate the good 

in life 
● for teachers who pay attention 
● for mentors who offer their support 

 

Gracious God, help us to be those people for others. 
Gove us the eyes to see when our neighbours are in need,  
and the wisdom to ask, “What do you need?”  
Stop our assumptions cold in their tracks,  
and instead, carve out space in us to listen. 
We are practicing breathing deeply. 
We are practicing being still. 
We are practicing opening ourselves up to you. 
We are practicing listening – slowly and intentionally. 
We are practicing sitting with our pain and honouring it. 
We are practicing saying what we need  
and not being afraid to ask for help. 



 

And in all of this, we need you. 
Oh how we need  you. 
So gather us in and hold us close. 
Be with us in our waiting and in our praying. 
Be with us in our grief and our sorrow. 
Be in our relationships, that we might be blessed with friends who 
support us and that we might be the friends who can bless others. 
With deep gratitude and with tur humility, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: We Are Pilgrims (Servant Song) VU 595, vs. 1, 2 & 4 
Words: Richard Gillard, 1977 

Music: Richard Gillard 1977; arr. Betty Pulkigham 
Words and Music © 1977 Scripture in Song, 

administered in USA and Canada by The Copyright Company. 
The United Church Publishing House 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 We are pilgrims on a journey, 
 fellow travellers on the road; 
 we are here to help each other 
 walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
2 Sister, let me be your servant, 
 let me be as Christ to you; 
 pray that I may have the grace to 
 let you be my servant too. 
 
3 I will hold the Christ-light for you 
 in the night-time of your fear; 
 I will hold my hand out to you, 
 speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

4 I will weep when you are weeping, 
 when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
 I will share your joy and sorrow, 
 till we've seen this journey through. 

Benediction 
Family of faith,  
as you leave this place,  
may God grant you the curiosity to counter assumptions,  
the vulnerability to befriend,  
the bravery to speak your truth,  
the wisdom to listen,  
the strength to ask for help,  
the resiliency to choose love, even when it’s hard,  
and the awareness of the Holy Spirit always beside you.  
In the name of the Great Connector—Love itself— go in peace. 
 
Postlude: Ka mana’o I’ O (More Voices 103, vs. 2, 3 & 4) 

Words and music: Joe Camacho, 1999 
Words and music © 1999 by Joe Camacho. Used by permission. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
Refrain  Ka mana’o I’ O o kokakpu Akua.  
  Faithful, faithful is our God. 
  Ka mana’o I’ O o kokakpu Akua.  
  Faithful, faithful is our God. 
 

2 In quiet moments 
 God whispers tenderly 
 the mystery of unending love.  
 For God is good, 
 and holds us as we sleep, 
 to wake us to the morning light. Refrain 
 
3 The mercy of our God 
 we seek to share each day, 
 to help each other on our way, 
 to be God’s hands and heart  
 with tenderness and care. 
 God’s faithfulness is always there. Refrain 
 



 

  
4 When we share love, 
 we share respect and care, 
 the gifts and bonds of human kindness. 
 And in our journey, may love lead the way. 
 To be God’s living, sing this day. Refrain  
 
Today’s prayers are written by Rev. Sarah Are, from A Sanctified Art. 
    Reflection art titled “Break Open” by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


