
Creation Time 1 in the Season of Pentecost 
(Sixteen Sunday after Pentecost) 

September 12, 2021 
 

Prelude: Earth as The Original Liturgy 
(Video presentation by The Work of the People) 

 
Welcoming and Announcements Atholl Malcolm 

Flowers for the service are offered by Barbara Waldner 
to celebrate the life of her husband, Harvey Waldner. 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle Nancy Walker 
In the shadows of life, Jesus proclaims himself our guiding light.  
No matter where we are or what circumstances we find ourselves in, 
Jesus is with us.  
We light our Christ Candle to remind us of the Light that never goes 
out. 
 
Introit: Gather Us In (More Voices 7) Blyth Hughes & Margaret Bates 

Words and Music: David Hann, 2005 
Words and Music ©: 2005 David Hann. 

The United Church Publishing House 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 

Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, ground us in you. 
Gather us in, gather us in, 
ground us, ground us in you. Repeat 
 
Call to Worship 
On this Sunday in Creation Time, we come before our Creator with 
praise. 
Let us rejoice in the fields! 
Let us rejoice in the forests! 
Let us thank the Divine One for our many gifts. 
Let us worship God. 
 
 
 

Opening Hymn: It’s a Song of Praise to the Maker  
(More Voices 30, verses 1 & 4) 

Words: Ruth Duck, 1992 
Music: Ron Klusmeier, 1992 

Words © 1992 by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserve. 
Music © 1992 by Ron Klusmeier. Used by permission. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 

 the thrush sings high in the tree. 
 It’s a song of praise to the Maker, 
 the gray whale sings in the sea, 
 And by the Spirit you and I 
 can join our voice to the holy cry 
 and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 

4  It’s a chorus of all creation; 
 it’s sung by all living things. 
 It’s the chorus of all creation; 
 a song the universe sings, 
 And by the Spirit you and I 
 can join our voice to the holy cry 
 and sing, sing, sing to the Maker too. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Creator God, as we survey your wondrous creation, we discover the 
infinite beauty of the day and the awe-inspiring wonder of the night. 
The stars shine brightly in your heaven. 
The hush that falls over the land as it sleeps is refreshing and 
rejuvenating. 
The silence allows us to feel your breathing or maybe it is our own 
breath we notice, making us aware of your presence, allowing us to 
settle into your presence.  
As a new dawn begins, you share the orb of heat and light with the 
universe you created, and we are thankful, today and every day. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 



 
Scripture Readings 
Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament): Proverbs 1:20-33 
Christian Scripture (New Testament): James 3:1-12 
Gospel Reading: Mark 8:27-30, 34-38 
 
Anthem: Touch the Earth Lightly (Voices United 307, vs. 1 & 4) 

Words: Shirley Erena Murray 1991 
Music: Colin Gibson 1991 

Words & Music © 1992 Hope Publishing Company 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 
 nourish the life of the world in our care: 
 gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 
 trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 
4 God of all living, God of all loving, 
 God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 
 teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, 
 using us gently and making us one. 
 
Reflection: Is it Too Late?  Bill Cantelon 
 
Prayer Introit: Spirit of Life (Voices United 381) 

Words: Carolyn McDade, 1981 
Music: Carolyn McDade. 1981, harm. Grace Lewis-McLaren 1992, alt. 

Words and Music © 1981 Carolyn McDade, Harmony © 1992 Unitarian Universalist 
Association 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; 
move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me. 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 

 

Closing Hymn: Soil of God, You and I (More Voices 174) 
Words and Music: Jim Hannah, 1995; arr. David Melhorn-Boe, 2006 

Words and Music © 1995 Jim Hannah 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 

1 Soil of God, you and I, 
 stand ready to bear 
 seeds of faith nourished 
 by God’s tender care. 
 Growing in everyone 
 for here God is found. 
 All stand together, we are…  
 Holy ground. 
 

2 Soil of God, you and I, 
 now ready to be 
 part of God’s promise, 
 for others to see. 
 Open to everyone 
 for here God is found.. 
 All stand together, we are … 
 Holy ground. 
 

3 Soil of God, you and I, 
 now called to rebirth, 
 joining as partners 
 with all of the earth. 
 Living in harmony 
 for here God is found. 
 All stand together, this is… 
 Holy ground. 
 

Sending Forth 
And now into God’s world we go:  
grateful for a love that holds us fast,  
ready to live our gratitude in the world,  
thankful that we have been blessed,  
and eager to be a blessing in all the places life calls us to be. 
 
Postlude James Yi 


