Sunday, August 9, 2026

Good morning.
Before we start, | would like to spend a few minutes talking about why | believe it matters.
All of us have inherited a great deal from the generations that came before us.

We enjoy a standard of living that would have been unimaginable to most people in human
history. But we also have to acknowledge that part of what we inherited was built on
injustices of the past — including the taking of Indigenous lands and the terrible legacy of
the residential school system.

And there is another kind of inheritance that concerns me.

Our way of life carries an environmental debt. In effect, we are borrowing from future
generations. We enjoy the benefits today, while some of the environmental and ecological
costs will be left to our children, our grandchildren, and generations we will never meet.

Our faith asks us to think differently.

Reconciliation asks us to acknowledge the wrongs of the past and to work toward new
relationships with Indigenous Peoples.

And Care for Creation asks us to examine the way we live today so that we do not simply
pass an ever-greater ecological burden on to those who come after us.

There is an Indigenous teaching that asks us to consider decisions in relation to seven
generations — remembering those who came before us, considering those who are living
today, and thinking about those who will follow us.

There is something profoundly challenging in that idea.

Our society often measures decisions by a much shorter clock: the next fiscal quarter, the
next budget, the next election.

Imagine instead asking:

*What did we inherit?*

*What are we doing with it?*

*And what are we leaving behind?*

I think we have much to learn from Indigenous understandings of our reciprocal relationship
with creation — the idea that the Earth is not simply something given to us to consume, but
something with which we live in relationship and for which we bear responsibility.

And that brings us to this project.



We have an opportunity at St. Basil's to make a small but tangible statement about who we
want to be.

We have a sacred space that was created with great care and imagination. It once had an
important liturgical function as our baptistry. Today itis rarely used for that purpose and, too
often, has become a place for storage.

We can leave it that way.

Or we can allow it to speak.

We can create a place where someone can sit quietly and pray.
A place where we can reflect on our relationship with creation.

A place where Indigenous art can help us encounter another way of seeing creation, faith,
healing, and reconciliation.

A place where difficult conversations can happen.
And importantly, a place where our children and grandchildren can learn.

Sometimes one generation has difficulty finding the words to speak about the wrongs of its
past. Perhaps a sacred space, through art, prayer, encounter, and education, can help the
next generation begin conversations that we ourselves have sometimes found difficult.

There is another inheritance we should remember today.
We stand on the shoulders of the people who preceded us at St. Basil's.

They gave us this extraordinary church. Gerard Trottier and others brought creativity and
courage to its art and design. Generations of parishioners built not only these walls, but this
community.

We should honour what they gave us.

But | don't think honouring them means simply standing in awe of what they created and
deciding that our own responsibility is to leave everything exactly as we found it.

They made history.
They responded to the needs of the Church in their time.
And perhaps the best way we can honour them is to have some of that same courage in ours.

The baptismal font will remain. The circular character of the baptistry will remain. Its history
will remain.

What we are proposingis to bring life back into the space — with places to sit and pray, living
plants, improved acoustics, Indigenous art, and opportunities for reflection and education.

So I would ask you to consider this project not simply as a renovation.



Ask instead:

And when another generation stands here many years from now, **what will they say that
we did with what was entrusted to us?**

We have been given an opportunity.
We can preserve an underused space exactly as itis.

Or we can continue the work of those who came before us and make this sacred space

meaningful again — helping, in our own small way, to build the Kingdom of God here on
Earth.

Thatis the opportunity | hope we will consider together.



