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Reflection for Day of Pentecost, May 31, 2020 

God is a New Language 

We sing of God the Spirit,  

faithful and untameable,  

who is creatively and redemptively  

active in the world. 

The Spirit challenges us to celebrate the Holy  

not only in what is familiar,  

but also in that which seems foreign. 

We sing of the Spirit,  

who speaks our prayers of deepest longing  

and enfolds our concerns and confessions,  

transforming us and the world. 

Let us pray: 

Transform us, Living, Loving God, transform us as individuals and transform us as 

a faith community. 

Transform our fear to confidence, our apathy to commitment. 

Transform our anxiety to peace, our doubt to hope. 

Transform our self-concern to caring action for others, our “care-less-ness” to 

compassion and a strong desire for justice. 

We will take our courage from the attitude of Jesus. 

We will be treasured by those who follow the Jesus Way. Amen. 

“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 

people: to you is born this day a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 

Now there was a man whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 

devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 

him. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon took baby Jesus in his arms and praised God, 
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saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, for my eyes have 

seen your salvation…” 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 

written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me…” 

Cleopas answered, “But we had hoped that [Jesus] was the one to redeem Israel.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” [Jesus] replied, “It is not for you to know 

the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…” 

The book of Luke-Acts could be referred to as The gospel of the Holy Spirit. 

In Luke’s sweeping narrative, we learn the good news of what God did through 

Jesus and in his sequel, we learn the good news of what God did through the 

earliest followers of the Jesus movement. 

The disciples ask the risen Christ: “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?”  

Isn’t that also our question?  

We want to know when our lives will be restored, when we can go back to the 

way life was before the Novel Coronavirus pandemic was declared.  

When will this pandemic be over? 

When can we resume in-person Sunday worship? 

I listened to Dr. Robert Strang, Chief Medical Officer for Nova Scotia, on a 

program sponsored by the Association of Christian Charities. 

(There were over 2000 participants.) 

Dr. Strang’s presentation, like those of Dr. Bonnie Henry, was sobering but also 

hopeful. 

But it was not cheap optimism or false hope.  

Dr. Strang did not sugar-coat the truth. 

In the film The Two Popes, Bishop Bergoglio (who will become Pope Francis) 

quotes the words of Pope Benedict back to him: “Truth is vital but truth without 

love is unbearable.”  
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The disciples are told not to worry about “times” or “periods” but, rather, they 

are to embark upon a history-changing mission. 

But they won’t be left alone without fortification: 

“… you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” 

Barbara Brown Taylor vividly describes the Day of Pentecost: “Shy people became 

bold, scared people became gutsy, and lost people found a new sense of 

direction. Disciples discovered abilities within themselves they never knew they 

had. When they opened their mouths to speak, they sounded just like Jesus. 

When they laid their hands upon the sick, it was as if Jesus himself had touched 

them. In short order, they were doing things they had never seen anyone but him 

do.” (Home by Another Way, p. 144) 

The question is whether we still believe in a God who acts like that? 

Do we still believe in a God with power to transform us, both as individuals and as 

a people? 

God’s vision is of a world of persons connected to one another, by a new 

language, the language of compassion where all barriers are overcome. 

God is a New Language. 

The Spirit will lead to the salvation of humanity, to the righting of wrongdoing, to 

reconciliation among people and with God.  

Kristen Hopewell, a professor in the School of Public Policy and Global Affairs at 

the University of British Columbia, makes an urgent plea: “Amid an 

unprecedented global health and economic crisis, Canada urgently needs to 

increase its aid to the world’s poorest and most vulnerable countries. Hampered 

by weaker health systems and limited state capacity, developing countries are 

acutely vulnerable to the public-health crisis caused by COVID-19. Developing 

countries have seen all of their major sources of revenue—including export 

earnings, remittances, and tourism—plummet. In the developing world, the 

collapse of incomes is a matter of life and death. Global lockdowns prohibit many 

of the world’s poor from working. Without work, many cannot eat. The United 

Nations predicts that 265 million people will be on the brink of famine by the end 

of the year. In Canada, the government has done an excellent job of providing 

much-needed aid to providing aid to its citizens. It quickly stepped in with aid for 

workers who have lost income, helped businesses avoid layoffs and prevent 

bankruptcy, and gave targeted assistance to vulnerable populations including 
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seniors, children, Indigenous communities and low-income essential workers. But 

in addition to helping our own citizens, Canada also needs to play a role in aiding 

the world’s poorest and most vulnerable populations, who will be hardest hit by 

the crisis. This means significantly increasing our foreign-aid contributions. In 

early April, Canada announced a $159-million funding increase in its foreign-aid 

funding in response to COVID-19. To put this in perspective, however, the federal 

government has committed $146-billion in domestic spending to protect 

Canadian workers and their families from the economic blow of the pandemic. 

Given the scale of the challenge facing the world’s poor, this minuscule increase 

in foreign aid is simply not enough. Canada can and should do more.” 

God created a new community at Pentecost through effective communication, 

but the creative work of the Spirit is as old as time. 

From the moment God spoke the world into being, God has been working in 

creative ways to connect all humanity to one another and to God. 

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 

body though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 

When we feel we are at the end of our resources, something miraculous happens. 

We experience reinforcement coming from outside ourselves: “Out of the 

believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water. Now Jesus said this about the 

Spirit.” 

Jesus uses the metaphor of river, rather than well, to symbolize the life-giving 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

Whereas a well’s water supply may be limited, the river represents the 

inexhaustible love of God—living water—that can flow through the believer’s 

heart. 

St. Paul offers the same encouragement: “To each is given the manifestation of 

the Spirit for the common good.” 

This pandemic is taking an enormous toll on the health and well-being of 

Canadians. 

Leaders are under enormous strain. 

There are no magic solutions to alleviate stress but there certainly are an 

abundance of resources. 
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As Christians, we need to take Jesus at his word when he says, “Come to me, all 

you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give your rest.” 

Before his own execution, Peter wrote: “Cast all your anxiety on God, because he 

cares for you. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, 

who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 

strengthen, and establish you.” 

The Holy Spirit is given to the world, not to the church. 

The church is the conduit God has created from which will flow “living water.”  

This is how Jesus described the Spirit. 

Or as St. Paul reminds us: “We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be 

made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from 

us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 

despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always 

carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made 

visible in our bodies.” 

We have some translating to do so that all will know that God’s love is for them 

and that God will do anything—anything—to connect with them.  

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink.” 

There is a church with the sign: “Here for Good.”  

I think this captures Cordova Bay United Church: We’re here to stay. We’re here 

for the good that is God’s mission. 

Rev. Jacqueline Lewis, a minister in New York City, issues this challenge: “The 

church is called to tell of God’s stunning mercy in a multivocal way so that people 

can hear the good news of Jesus Christ. This means communication through music 

and prayers and liturgy that reach across generations and cultures. It means 

getting conversant in the way millennials speak. It means importing cultural 

idioms that make God’s word plain and accessible to teenagers and children. It 

means taking risks to translate the gospel into “so what?” sound bites that can be 

tweeted and texted and posted on Facebook.” (Lectionary Series, p. 42)  

I came across this compelling Pentecost reflection written by Tanya Bennett—a 

Litany for an Unfinished Church: 

“We gather in this time and place (whatever your time or place), all of us from 

different times and places, to worship God. 



6 
 

Many years ago, the people gathered and were ignited by passion for God, lit up 

by Pentecost fire, shouting out in Pentecost voices, carried away on Pentecost 

winds. 

So many years later, we gather. We have learned new words. We have heard the 

stories of our past. We come to create stories for the future. 

We are an unfinished church. 

Like those disciples so many years ago, we are not sure we know the way. We are 

afraid to make mistakes. We are afraid to fail. 

But, Christ calls us to carry on the blessing of discipleship, to move forward in love 

and faithfulness, so that all might find a place in our holy space, our church. 

So long as even one of us is left outside the door because of our cold heartedness, 

we are unfinished church. 

So long as any one is lonely, hungry, sick, in prison, naked, we are an unfinished 

church. 

So long as any one of us is destitute of the great Hope that is our future in Christ 

Jesus, raised up to set us free from death into holy and everlasting life, we are an 

unfinished church. 

Every day is a new Pentecost, full of the promise and possibility that God offers. 

Today is a day of dreaming. A Pentecost day filled with refining fire, and holy 

smoke, and winds of change, and voices full of passion for God and for each 

other. 

We are an unfinished church, but we are God’s church. 

We are God’s church, full of grace and love and hope. Today is a new Pentecost 

Day, may we be birthed again into new beginning.” (Preaching Annual, p. 71) 

God is a New Language. Thanks be to God. 

Let us pray: 

When we seek language to praise you, O God, all we can utter seems stale, tame, 

or odd. Tongue-tied and word-lost, we struggle to find phrases that slight neither 

heart, soul, nor mind: Infinite, intimate, unbounded friend, cosmic companion 

who loves without end, nearer than heartbeat, more subtle than breath, keener 

than insight, and stronger than death. Amen.   Rev. Bill Cantelon 


