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Reflection for Sunday, June 13, 2021 
 

 

Greenhouses of Hope 

We are each given gifts of the Spirit. For the sake of the world, God calls 

all followers of Jesus to Christian ministry. In the church, some are called 

to specific ministries of leadership, both lay and ordered; some witness 

to the good news; some uphold the art of worship; some comfort the 

grieving and guide the wandering; some build up the community of 

wisdom; some stand with the oppressed and work for justice. To 

embody God’s love in the world, the work of the church requires the 

ministry and discipleship of all believers. In grateful response to God’s 

abundant love, we bear in mind our integral connection to the earth 

and one another; we participate in God’s work of healing and mending 

creation. (Song of Faith) 

“The Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” (I Samuel 16:7). 

May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Let us pray: 

Creator, you have joined us in welcoming the spring and summer, 

warmth of seasons, warmth of community, and warmth of new life. We 

come to this time of worship with worry of differences, uncertainty, 

loneliness, and fear of change. Yet, with all we bring, we give thanks for 

new beginnings and fresh starts, familiarity and comfort, and your love 

that helps us know we are not alone. God, you are the gardener of all 

creation.You planted this world with the seeds of your love and grown 

them with your faithfulness. We are your harvest; we find our meaning 

and sustenance in you. May our minds listen to your calling, may our 

hearts be attuned to your will, may our feet follow you in the world, 

through Jesus, the Word become flesh. Welcome us and all that we 

come with to this time of worship. Welcome us so that we may find 

peace in you. Amen. 
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Toni Morrison, the award-winning novelist who died in 2019, offered 

these thoughts on parenthood: “When my children used to walk in the 

room, when they were little, I looked at them to see if they had buckled 

their trousers or if their hair was combed or if their socks were pulled 

up. You think your affection and your deep love is on display because 

you’re caring for them. It’s not. When they see you, they see the critical 

face. But if you let your face speak what’s in your heart…because when 

they walked in the room, I was glad to see them. It’s just as small as 

that, you see. And yes, it changes their world. It says to them, ‘I see 

you.’ It says, ‘You matter.’” As Mihee Kim-Fort observes: “In a world 

that says looks matter, brains and smarts matter, money and portfolios 

matter, resumes matter, muscles and sports matter, this is a strange 

notion: that a person, a human being—just as he or she is—matters.” 

When the Lord led even the wise and discerning prophet Samuel to 

Jesse’s house to anoint the next king of Israel, Samuel couldn’t help but 

be dazzled by the physical stature of the eldest son. “Surely the Lord’s 

anointed is now before the Lord,” he excitedly whispered to himself. 

“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because 

I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look 

on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 

In our culture, appearance seems to count above all. Glossy 

advertisements entice us to believe that dressing one way or another or 

using particular beauty enhancement products can nearly guarantee 

career success and personal happiness. God, it would seem, has a 

different way of measuring what counts in the human hope for 

fulfillment and happiness. 

But what is it God is looking for in the human heart? In Hebrew, the 

“heart” is the seat of human will and decision making. Feelings are 

never far from will; obedience requires resolve, and action requires 

courage. It is this wholeness of human intention, energy, action, and 

emotion that the “heart” represents. What God searches for in the 

hearts of those, including us, who covenant with God would seem to be 
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this commitment to the wholehearted love of God, love that requires 

the participation of all that we are—heart, mind, strength, and spirit. 

Human beings—even prophets—can be easily misled by what we see or 

even what we expect to see. God, on the other hand, looks into the 

core of human being, sees into the deepest recesses of our hearts—

presumably the good and bad—and makes judgments and choices 

accordingly. 

Samuel was surprised to do down the entire line of Jesse’s sons, only to 

find that none of them was God’s chosen. Doesn’t age matter? Doesn’t 

brawn matter? Doesn’t intelligence matter? Why not one of the other 

brothers? Why not the first and probably eldest brother with whom 

Samuel was so taken? Were they bypassed because they lacked 

something that God did not see in their hearts? But God knows what 

really matters.  

David is the youngest in the family of Jesse; and he is the one not there. 

When David was finally brought in from the lowliest job, keeping the 

sheep in pasture, I imagine the flabbergasted look on each son’s face as 

they watched Samuel take the horn of oil and cover David’s head with 

the precious and sacred liquid. Why God chose David and why God did 

not choose the others we are not told; we only know it had to do with 

how God saw David “by heart.” As David Hester suggests, “We could 

speculate that whatever God saw in David showed the promise of love 

for God and willingness to live by the instruction of God. Suppose we 

were to take this episode to heart—our hearts. What difference might 

it make in the way we live, and how we could we find the power to 

change our way of seeing so radically?” 

Is it presumptuous to say we can aim in our life of faith to see things 

from God’s point of view? We are forced to admit from the outset the 

danger that lurks here. We may fall into thinking that while trying to 

see as God sees—that is, from the inside out rather than the outside 

in—the world around us, our neighbours, and, importantly, ourselves, 

we may deceive ourselves into thinking we are god-like, thereby 
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making idols of ourselves. What may save us from such self-delusion 

and arrogance is the confession that we are not God.  

We are human beings, called by God, graced by God with love, and 

looking for ways to return the favor to God and to others. In the end, 

we are and must be human beings trying in faith and by faith to look at 

life as we live it with God’s eyes of discerning love, knowing we cannot 

see with complete clarity. Our heartfelt intention is not to claim God’s 

power of perception but to name God’s way of seeing, contrasted with 

ordinary human practice, in a way that calls us to a more faithful 

practice of discipleship discernment: to see the world we live in daily 

from the inside out, rather than the outside in. For Dr. Hester, “this is 

the logic of seeing through the eyes of faith and a logic that participates 

in the divine point of view. Christians practicing faith by this logic of 

“heart-seeing” are looking at others and at life through a storied 

perspective that pays special attention to the heart of God made flesh 

in Jesus Christ. Such “heart-seeing,” conversely, pays less attention to 

wondering about the character and behavior of others in the human 

community and the created order, to whom we are sent as Christ’s 

disciples.”  

We know, in Christ, God loves generously, without boundaries of race, 

gender, economic status, educational, business, or political 

achievement. Yet these are the kinds of boundaries that separate us 

from one another and often from ourselves, and restrict love to those 

whom we like or who are like us, reserving hate for everyone and 

everything on the other side of the lines. The inside-out logic of “heart-

seeing” requires disciples to follow the Teacher, and love without 

boundaries, reserving hate for only the destructive, demonic forces that 

turn human hearts into seedbeds of misery, pain, unhappiness, 

meaninglessness, spite, prejudice, infidelity, or greed. Generous love, 

we are taught by Jesus, can overcome these destructive powers. It can 

do so because it lures from the human heart what God must also see 

there: human potential and possibility for recreation and new creation. 
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Similarly, God’s heart-felt compassion for poor, oppressed, and 

excluded people, and for people enslaved to economic structures, the 

quest for power and prestige, or false promises of success and security 

through the accumulation of wealth, calls for disciple discernment and 

response. Heart-seeing people of faith are encouraged to rethink their 

own lives—that is, search their own hearts for what matters from God’s 

point of view. Having looked into ourselves, we are prepared for God’s 

invitation to join God in working for the justice of love, letting go the 

bonds of contemporary versions of slavery to open a way to God’s 

promise of a full and abundant life in the love of Christ. 

“Where better for the church to find a fresh imagination for ministry 

than to stop, look, and listen to the words and lives of young people? 

And where better for young people in an age of isolation and 

disconnect to find a coherent life than in a worshipping, serving 

congregation, grounded in gospel hope, passionate about gospel 

inclusiveness, and convinced of a people-to-people gospel ministry” 

(Thomas E. Frank)? Such a church is named “Greenhouse of Hope” by 

Dori Baker: “A Greenhouse of Hope is a Christian congregation freeing 

itself to experiment with both newly imagined and time-honored ways 

of following the path of Jesus. Its members respond to God’s love 

through practices that genuinely embrace the gifts of youth and young 

adults. Out of these greenhouses emerge young leaders who want to 

change the world.” 

Mihee Kim-Kort reminds us that “what God sees is what ultimately 

matters. When we make the effort to see what God sees, we will 

encounter the anointed in the most remarkable places and, most 

definitely, in the most astonishing people: whether children, homeless, 

foreigner or immigrant, the stranger. And that is world changing.” 

Thanks be to God. 

Bill Cantelon 


