Roman Catholic Parishes of the South Interlake

Christ the King, Stonewall December 25, 2025

St. John Vianney, Teulon Octave of Christmas
(Bulletin for December 21,

St. Joseph’s, Stony Mountain 2025 to January 10, 2026)

LORD’S DAY MASS TIMES:

SUNDAY at 8:30am (STONY MOUNTAIN), 10:00am (STONEWALL) & 11:30am (TEULON)
ROSARY: SUNDAY at 9:30am (STONEWALL)

CONTACT US

Telephone: (204) 467-9016
Parish Email: ckparish@mymts.net
Fr. Nepolian Telephone: (204) 583-5404
Fr. Nepolian Email: naps.browny@gmail.com
Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:00am - 3:30pm

PO Box 1159 e Stonewall, Manitoba ¢ ROC 2Z0
Website: www.christthekingchurch.ca

Parochial Administrator ............ Fr. Nepolian Suvakin, HGN
Administrative Assistant ............ccc.c.oceune Ronda Conrad
Bookkeeper ..........ccccciiiiiiiiin e, Maria Dalman
Knights of Columbus ........... John Hueging, Grand Knight

Religious Education (Christ the King) ......... Rebecca Good CH]{ISTMASTIME
Sacrament of Baptism
Please contact Fr. Nepolian regarding any upcoming
baptism and arrange a time to meet for preparation. CALEN DAR OF EVENTS

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Beginning 30 minutes before Mass on Tuesday at Christ * Tuesday, January Zoth' Christ the King
the King Church. Church—7:00pm—CTK Finance Council
Sacrament of the Sick meeting

Please contact Fr. Nepolian in case of emergency. e Wednesday, January 21%, Christ the King
Sacrament of Marriage Church—7:00pm—CTK Pastoral Council

6 months notice is required prior o the wedding. A meeting

weekend retfreat or 6 week preparation course is

required prior to the marriage. Please contact For news around the Archdiocese of Winnipeg,
Fr. Nepolian regarding preparation. go to: www.archwinnipeg.ca

BULLETIN DEADLINE:
Please submit information for the bulletin by TUESDAY at NOON to Ronda at: ckparish@mymts.net

If you choose not to take this bulletin home, kindly return it to the entrance of the church.
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Sunday, December 21*, 2025 Monday, December 29"
Fourth Sunday of Advent No Mass
8:30am, Stony Mountain -
For the intentions of all parishioners

10:00am, Stonewall -

For the deceased family members of
Frank & Wendy Seidel
- requested by Frank & Wendy Seidel

Tuesday, December 30"
7:00pm, Stonewall

Wednesday, December 31°
** 7:00pm, Stonewall **
T Matthew Bencharski

- requested by the family

11:30am, Teulon -
1 Edwin Brown
- requested by Jim & Lolly Brown

Thursday, January 1%

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
10:00am, Stonewall
11:30am, Teulon

Monday, December 22™
No Mass

Friday, January 2™

9:30am, Stonewall \@@
Saturday, January 3™ %§

Tuesday, December 23™
7:00pm, Stonewall

Wednesday, December 24" No Mass
Christmas Eve—The Nativity of the Lord
5:00pm, Stonewall
7:00pm, Teulon
9:00pm, Stony Mountain

Thursday, December 25"

Christmas—The Nativity of the Lord 10:00am, Stonewall -
10:00am, Stonewall For the intentions of all parishioners

Friday, December 26"
** No Mass **

Sunday, January 4", 2026
The Epiphany of the Lord
8:30am, Stony Mountain -
For the intentions of all parishioners

11:30am, Teulon -
For the intentions of all parishioners

Mon, January 5" to Sat, January 10*"
** No Mass ** @

Saturday, December 27"
No Mass

Sunday, December 28" 2025

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Sunday, January 11", 2026
8:30am, Stony Mountain - The Baptism of the Lord
For the intentions of all parishioners 8:30am, Stony Mountain -
10:00am, Stonewall - For the intentions of all parishioners
For the deceased family members of 10:00am, Stonewall -
Frank & Wendy Seidel For the intentions of all parishioners

- requested by Frank & Wendy Seidel
11:30am, Teulon -

17:30am, Teulon - o For the intentions of all parishioners
For the intentions of all parishioners

"%, "Good news and great joy to all the world: today is born
our Saviour, Christ the Lord.” (Luke2.10-11)
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Stewardship of Treasure

(Includes Visitor envelopes and pre-authorized

contributions)

Thank you for your generosity!

@ DID YOU KNOW...

December 28 is the last Sunday to

December 14, 2025 make your donations for the 2025
tax year.
. Sharing | Build- .
Parish / Regular ; : Food Boiler
Mission Offgrtory %‘i’a: FII.II1I1gd Bank Fund
E!\rist the $2545.26 | $202.50| $82.51 | $34.00| $10,050.00 Closing of the Jubilee Year
ing
st. John $280.00 3 3 3 3 The Archdiocese of Winnipeg and all
Vianney parishes will be concluding the Year of
St. Joseph's | $1165.00 i i i i Pilgrims of Hope on December 28, 2025,
with Sunday Mass.

Volunteers — Thank you!

Thank you to our volunteers who serve our parish communities of Christ the King
Church, St. John Vianney Church, and St. Joseph’s Church with their unique gifts and
talents. Our volunteers are an essential part of our faith community. We thank you for
your service!

C
J
Qfow
Christ the King Parish Catechism
.~ Catechism at Christ the King Church is after Sunday Mass on the following dates:
~ Jan. 18, Feb. 1, Feb. 15, Mar. 1, Mar. 15, and Apr. 19.

Parents are asked to stay at the Church during class time - you are more than welcome to
join us.

-

2026 Collection Envelopes

The 2026 Collection Envelopes are now available at St. John Vianney and Christ the King.
Please pick them up at the entrance to the church.

If you are new to the Parish, please fill out a purple Registration Form available in the foyer
and drop it in the Collection Basket. If you would like Donation Envelopes, please remember to
check the box on the registration form. For those already registered, any changes such as your
address, telephone number, etc., please contact the Parish Office at (204) 467-9016, or fill out a blue
Registered Parishioner Update Form (also available in the foyer). Direct Deposit is a good option for
your giving. Forms to begin using Direct Deposit are also available in the foyer at Christ the King
Church.

Weekly Parish Email

- We weekly send out our bulletin. If you would like to get added onto our email list or if you
M need to update your contact information, please email the parish office at:
ckparish@mymts.net.

Visit our parish website at: www.christthekingchurch.ca




Dear Parish Family,
Christmas has come once again, bringing the gentle reminder that God chose to be close to us. He
did not come with power or noise, but as a small Child, born in simplicity, humility, and love.

Scripture tells us:

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”

(John 1:14)

This is what Christmas truly means—God is with us, right where we are. He is present in our joys and
celebrations, and also in our worries, struggles, and unanswered questions.

This season is not easy for everyone. Some are joyful, some are tired, some are grieving, and some
quietly carry heavy burdens. If this is where you are, know this: Jesus comes especially for you. He
knows your heart, and He is very near.

May the presence of the newborn Jesus bring peace to your homes, comfort to your hearts, and
light to places that feel dark or uncertain. May Christmas soften us—helping us to speak kindly,
forgive more freely, and love more deeply.

As we move into the New Year, we may not know what lies ahead, but we know who walks with us.
May the year ahead bring you strength for each day, faith when answers are unclear, and hope that
gently carries you forward. Take one step at a time—God is already there.

With love and trust in the Lord, | ask God's blessing upon you and your families:

The Lord bless you and keep you.

May He watch over you in every moment.

The Lord let His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May you feel His kindness in simple, everyday ways.

The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace.

May the peace of Christ dwell richly in your homes, your relationships, and our parish family.
May Mary and Joseph hold you close to Jesus, and may His love remain with you always.

# MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR! #

With prayers, love, and blessing,
Fr. Nepolian

NOTE:

| would also like to extend my love and sincere thanks to you and your family for all
your support, prayers, Christmas cards with warm wishes, and gifts. Your generosity
and thoughtfulness are a true blessing to me and to our parish community. Thank
you as well for all your help and support in serving our churches.

Another calendar year is coming to an end and with that comes a time of reflection, we look back on
what the year has been like for us. We have the anticipation, joy and will celebrate the special birth
that is the founding of our faith and gives us guidance and meaning for our existence. Then we get
together and bring in a new year full of hope, possibilities and encouragement looking forward for
things yet to come.

Our Knight's Columbian year is only half done as ours goes from July 1 to June 30, we can now take
the reflection, energy, joy and celebration that comes with the end of the calendar year and apply it
to the remainder of our Columbian year to encourage us to continue with our missions of charity
unity, fraternity and patriotism. The Knights would like to THANK ALL who helped us; the
parishioners, family members and many others who supported and helped us to reach our goals.




&u

e

Bringing Home

theWord ¥

Fourth Sunday of Advent (A)
December 21, 2025

Holy Voices

Fr. Joseph Juknialis

nstincts come in various shapes
I and sizes. They may simply be gut

feelings, or dreams that seem to speak
more than a nighttime fantasy trip.
Sometimes, they appear in the form of
daydreaming that takes us to another
place, or they can be the silent voice of
God. Whatever they may be, there are
times when they demand our attention.

In Saint Joan, a play by George
Bernard Shaw, Joan of Arc hasa
conversation with Robert about her
conviction regarding what God is calling
her to do. Joan says to him, T hear
voices. They come from God.”

Robert disagrees. "They come from
vour imagination.”

“Of course,” says Joan. "That is how

Sunday Readings

Isaiah 7:10-14

The Lord himself will give you a sign.

Romans 1:1-7

Through [Jesus Christ] we have
received the grace of apostleship.
Matthew 1:18-24

"Behold, the virgin shall be with
child and bear a son, and they shall
name him Emmanuel,” which means
"God is with us.”

messages of God come to us”

Saint Joseph, the husband of Mary,
placed a heavy credence on his dream,
believing that the dream to keep
pregnant Mary as his wife was the
volce of God, and so Joseph does just
that. Much later, he again listens to a
dream and takes his young family to the
safety of Egypt and then back home to
Nazareth. Those nighttime dreams could
have easily become daytime nightmares.
Yet, for Joseph, there was something that
kept him from simply dismissing them.

Sometimes our inclinations and
inner voices may not seem practical, and
yet, even as we find ourselves second
guessing them, we think we need to
listen to them. When the inclination is
one toward goodness, that may very well
be the voice of God. ¥

Sometimes our inclinations
may not seem practical,
but they may very well be
the voice of God.

A Word from
Pope Leo XIV

| think it is important for all of
us to learn how to listen more,
to enter into dialogue. First and
faremost, with the Lord: always
listen to the word of God. Also
listen to others.. .to know how
to listen without judging, not
closing the doors [and] thinking
that we have all the truth and no
one else can tell us anything.
HOMILY, ROME, MAY 11, 2025
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REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

ONE2LION2

KELIEC LIOW

* Have you ever followed
an inner voice with which
others disagreed?

* Who do you trust to tell
you if your instinct is good?

& 2025 Liguori Publications, a Ministry of the Redemptorists

Liguori.org



Prepare with Open Minds and Hearts

Mark G. Boyer

O Flow'r, whose fragrance tender / With sweetness fills the air,
Dispel in glorious splendor [ The darkness of everywhere. Jesus—indeed the
True man, yvet very God, / From sin and death now save us, literal presence of

And share our ev'ry load. God with people.

“Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming,” Verse 3

Advent. He declares that God's Son was descended from David according to the flesh but established as Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness through resurrection from the dead. After presenting an extensive genealogy, Matthew
declares that Joseph is a descendant of David. As [Joseph is| foster father of Mary's child, that makes the One conceived in her

I n the opening of his Letter to the Romans, Paul summarizes the other two biblical texts assigned for this fourth Sunday of

womb by the Holy Spirit a descendant of David, too. [saiah had long ago told King Ahaz, a descendant of David, that the Lord
would give him a sign of a son, who would be called Emmanuel, to indicate that God was with his people in Judah during the time
of crisis in which Ahaz was king. Matthew stretches this prophecy to apply it to Jesus, the incarnate presence of God, indeed the
literal presence of God with people, true man yet true God.

The third verse of "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” also captures the essence of today's Scripture texts. Jesus is the rose, whose
fragrance fills the air with sweetness. He is the Savior of the world, the One who frees all from sin and death. Isaiah prophesied his
coming. The Virgin of Nazareth conceived him. Joseph dreamed about him. And Paul put into words his gospel of obedient faith.
As we prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth in human history, we should lift our heads and open our minds to the glory of the Flower of
Jesse's stem, Jesus Christ. ¥

From Caroling Through Advent and Christmas by Mark G. Bover (825248). & 2004, Mark G. Boyer. To order, call 800-325-9521 or visit Lignori.org.

P T

Wisdom from Catholic Update

el
From “The Haly Family: An Exemplary Model for Living a Life of Faith” mAYm
Lord Jesus, so that the
world may put away

Mary is the new Eve. Preserved as she was from any stain of original sin, she

lived a life of trust and love. The most natural thing for her was to run toward
God. Mary is our example. If you are hiding from God, Advent is the perfect
time to let yourself be found. If there is some interior wound or failure that the weapons of war and

keeps your heart far from fully receiving God's love, then take the Blessed embrace the ways of
Mother's example and return trustingly to him. Hear God tell you the same
thing he told her: "Do not be afraid, Mary.” Strive to follow Mary's lead and
always respond just as she did, as she says in Luke 1:38, "May it be done to

me according to your word."”

peace, love, and holiness,
we pray—

Be born in us,

be born in our world.

Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church tradition and

teaching on contemporary topics, For more information, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org. The Redamptoristg.

N
PR R T T T T T T

LR ]

. Thursday: MNativity of the Lord (Christmas):
Monday, Advent Weekday: Is 52:7-10 / Heb 1:1-6 / Jn 1:1-18 or
WEEKDAY 15m 1:24-28/ Lk 1:46-56 1-1-5. 9_14
Tuesday, Advent Weekday: o
READINGS " _ Friday, 5t. Stephen:
M:' 3':4' 23-24/ Lk 1'1‘;"55 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 / Mt 10:17-22
December 22-27 Wednesday, Advent Weekday: )
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Lk 1:67-79 5“1"3;‘1;“_}"_33 jﬁhz"ma g

Brlnglng HDlTIE @ 2025 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptonsts. Scripture quotations in this publication are
the Word trom The Mew American Bible, Revised Edition, & 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confratemity of Christian Doctrine,
Washington, DC. The Pope Leo XIV quotation is used with permissicn and copyright & 2025 Libreria Editrice
December 21, 2025 Vaticana. All rights reserved. 1-800-325-%521. Liguori.org.
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph (A)
December 28, 2025

Practicing Family Values

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CS5A

" o we have to go to
Grandma’s?” Children aren't
the only ones who sometimes

dread the family Christmas gathering.
Adults might, too. Why is that? Our
family is the cradle that embraced us at
birth, nourished us, and helped us grow.
At least that's what it was supposed to
be. Perhaps we didn't come from such a
family. 5till, when our time comes, it is
within our power to form such a family.
How are we to do it?

In today's readings, we have two
quite different descriptions of family

Sunday Readings

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14

Those who respect their father will
live a long life; those who obey the
Lord honor their mother.

Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17

Fut on then, as God's chosen
ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt
compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience.

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
The angel of the Lord appeared

to Joseph in a dream and said,
"Rise, take the child and his mother,
flee to Egypt.”

dynamics. The first, from Sirach, focuses
on children’s respect for and support

of parents. Then, the gospel recounts
parents’ protection of a vulnerable
child. Together, these readings tell us
that every family member, regardless

of age or position within the family,
owes all the other members concern
and care. Paul provides a short list of
what I like to think of as genuine family
values: “heartfelt compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness, and patience,
bearing with one another and forgiving
one another” (Colossians 3:12-13). Are
such values asking too much of us?

It's not by accident that we celebrate
the feast of the Holy Family during
Christmastime. Some think that thisisa
season for children. It's actually a season
for family, a time when generations
three, sometimes four or five—at least
contact each other. It's a time for us
to decide whether or not Paul’s list of
virtues reflects our own family portrait.
How authentic are our smiles? How deep
are our family values? ¥

Every family member,
regardless of age or
position within the family,

owes all the other members
concern and care.

A Word from
Pope Leo XIV

Young people of our time, like
those of every age, are a volcano
of life, energy, sentiments,

and ideas. It can be seen from
the wonderful things they are
able to do, in so many fields.
However, they also need help

in order for this great wealth

to grow in harmony and to
overcome what...can still hinder

their healthy development.
ADDRESS, ROME, MAY 15, 2025

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS

ONE2LION2

KEEIECLIOW

*  What do you love about
your family?

*  What is one family goal
for the coming year?

& 2025 Liguori Publications, a Ministry of the Redemptonsts

Liguori.org




Vision of What Family Can Be

Mark G. Boyer

Holy Jesus, evry day / Keep us in the narrow way;

And when earthly things are past, / Bring our ransomed souls at last

Where they need no star to guide, / Where no clouds thy glory hide. guidelines for living
“As With Gladness Men of Old,” Verse 4 tagether in peace.

Families need

appropriate behavior of family members. Sirach states that children are to honor their parents, especially their father, in
a patriarchal culture. Colossians presents the virtues—compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, love—that
are required for community family life. In either case, the codes are meant to keep people on the narrow way to eternal life.

g ncient household codes of conduct are found in the Book of Sirach and the Letter to the Colossians, each stipulating the

Unique to Matthew's Gospel is the account of the trip of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph to Egypt to escape King Herod's wrath.
Joseph receives directions from God through dreams. After the Magi, who have been guided by a star, depart Bethlehem, the Holy
Family moves to Egypt. Because Matthew understands Jesus as a new Moses, Jesus’ parents must take him to Egypt, from which
he returns, as his name suggests, to save his people from their sins, like Moses saved his people from slavery.

Both household codes of conduct and dream revelations are biblical framers of family life. While household codes have
changed, family members still need guidelines for living together in peace. These codes may be as detailed as curfews for teenagers
and bedtimes for children. Likewise, family members still need to practice the virtues of compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, patience, and love to ensure peace in the household. All this can be held together by a vision, a dream, of what the
family can be; this vision guides decisions concerning household codes and the practice of virtues. ¥

From Caroling Through Advent and Christmas by Mark G. Boyer (825248). & 2014, Mark G._ Boyer. To order, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org.
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Wisdom from Catholic Update

From “In the Words of Henri Nouwen: How to Live a Happier, More Fulfilled Life"

If you want to be a better friend, spouse, or parent, practice the discipline

of generosity. The word “generosity,” from the Latin genus and the Greek

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, so that our

genos, refers to our being of one kind. Generosity is giving that comes
from the knowledge of that intimate bond. True generosity is acting on
the truth—not the feeling—that those | am asked to forgive are “kinfolk” families may be signs of

and belong to my family. And allow yourself to be forgiven. In forgiving, we .
o ) ) _ ' your kingdom, we pray—
are still in control: “I forgive you,” we say. But to seek forgiveness is to put

. L . Be born in us
yourself in a vulnerable position. You have to say, "l am sorry | failed you. !

| am sorry that | wasn't the kind of mother or father or friend or brother or be born in our world.

sister or neighbor that | wanted to be. Can you forgive me?" The Redemptorists

Catholic Update—a subscription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church tradition and
teaching on contemporary topics. For more information, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguoriorg.
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Monday, Octave of Christmas: Thursday, Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God:
WEEKDAY 1Jn 2:3-11/ Lk 2:22-35 Nm 6:22-27 / Gal 4:4-7 / Lk 2:16=21
READI NGS Tuesday, Octave of Christmas: Friday, Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Mazianzen:
100 2:12-17 / Lk 2:36=40 1Jn 2:22-28 / In 1:19-28
December 29— Wednesday, Octave of Christmas: Saturday, Christmas Weekday:
January 3 1Jn 2:18=-21 /Jn 1:1-18 1Jn 2:29—3:6/ Jn 1:29-34

Brlnglng Hn'rne B 2025 Liguori Publications, a ministry of the Redemptonsts. Scripture quotations in this publication are
the Word trom The New American Bible, Revised Edition, & 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine,
Washington, DC. The Pope Leo XIV quotation is used with parmission and copyright & 2025 Libreria Editrice
December 28, 2025 Vaticana. All rights reserved. 1-800-325-%521. Liguori.org.



The Epiphany of the Lord (A)

January 4, 2026

A Trip Called Life

Fr. Joseph Juknialis

ne way to pray with sacred

Scripture is to ask, "How is this

biblical story my story?” So,
then, how is the story of the Magi our
story? Like those journeyers from the
East, we may sense there is more to our
lives than what is now. Some inner angst
can send us on a life search without
really knowing where it will take us or
even what we are really seeking. Yet,
through it all, we are led by an inner star
that lures us on. Some might call it a
spiritual journey.

Like the Magi who stopped in

Jerusalem and asked if anyone knew

Sunday Readings

Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise! Shine, for your light has come,
the glory of the Loro has dawned
upon you.

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6

The Gentiles are coheirs, members
of the same body, and copartners in
the promise in Christ Jesus through
the gospel.

Matthew 2:1-12

"Where is the newborn king of the
Jews? We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.”

something about what they were
seeking, we begin asking around. Some
people we ask aren’t sure what we are
asking, like Herod. Others seem able to
offer suggestions, but, for our purposes,
these are not answers; they only point
the way.

Then, one day, we happen to stumble
on what we've been looking for all
along. Some people call it a religious
experience. To describe it to someone
else, we might be at a loss for words.
Yet, it touches us so deeply that it
seems to change our lives. We begin
to let go of what we once thought was
so important—the gold, frankincense,
and myrrh of our lives. And, like the
Wise Men, we journey on with our lives,
except by a different route, sensing that
the path we have traveled thus far is no
longer a safe journey home. ¥

How is the
story of the Magi
our story?

A Word from Pope
Leo XIV

Let us resolve to bring [God's]
love everywhere, never
forgetting that each of our
sisters and brothers is a dwelling
place of God and that his
presence is manifested above all
in the little ones, in the poor and
the suffering, who ask us to be
thoughtful and compassionate
Christians.

REGIMNA CAELL ROME, MaY 25, 2025

.//. - ﬁ\" B

a

-

d

¥ 2
% e
bd
i “a

2
i

.

s
4 - g L
o . A AN

REFLECTION
QUESTIONS
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* s anything of the Magi story
also your story?

* Have you had a religious
experience that changed
your life?

& 2024 Liguori Publications, a Ministry of the Redemptorists

Liguori.org




Live in the Light

Mark G. Boyer

We three kings of Orient are, / Bearing gifts we traverse afar, Isaiah invites the city
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, / Following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night, / Star with royal beauty bright
Westward leading, still proceeding, / Guide us to thy perfect light!
“We THREE KINGS 0F ORIENT ARE,” VERSE 1 upon his people again.

to rise up in splendor
because the Lord shines

oday's gospel does not mention "three kings of Orient,” as does the first verse of "We Three Kings of Orient Are.” The
Tpnssngﬂ from Matthew's Gospel merely states that Magi from the East sought the newborn king of the Jews in order to offer

him the three gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Both the carol and the gospel focus on the light that the Magi follow
to the "perfect light,” Jesus Christ.

Light is also the topic of the prophet Isaiah. Exhorting the returning Jewish exiles from Babylon not to be depressed by the
ruins that had once been Jerusalem and the Temple, Isaiah invites the city to rise up in splendor because light has come—the
Lorp shines upon his people again. While other peoples (Gentiles) are in darkness, the Jews are bathed in light.

The letter to the Ephesians explains that the Light, Jesus Christ, now shines upon all peoples. Echoing Matthew's Magi, Paul
declares that Gentiles are now coheirs, members of the same body through faith in God's only begotten Son. While Paul's new
understanding does not upset modern people like it would ancient Jews, some people remain in darkness. They need modern
Magi bearing the gift of the Good News that God has chosen all people to be his people. ¥

Fram Caroling Throwgh Advent and Christmas by Mark G. Boyer (B25248). © 2014, Mark G. Boyer. To arder, call 800-325-9521 or visit Liguer.arg.
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Wisdom from Catholic Update

Froam “The Liturgical Year: How Christians Celebrate Time” by Sandra DeGidia, O5M

PrAYRR

The message of Christmas is that God's enly Son was barn ameng us in order Lord Jesus, so that our

to save the world. This is the true meaning of Christmas. It's unfortunate that, in
teday's secular werld, the celebration of Christmas deoes not continue leng after
December 25. The Church, however, is not so quickly finished with Christmas. In
our liturgical calendar, Christrmas is over two weeks long. Epiphany comes almost at
the end of the Christmas season, twelve days after Christrmas. The word epiphany
means “a showing, appearance, revelation, manifestation.” Christrmas celebrates
the Word made flesh, birth of the true Light. Epiphany extols the manifestation of
that Light to the whaole world in the perseon of Jesus. With Christ’s Epiphany, Ged's
covenant with |srael is open to all nations, races, classes, peoples.

homes may be havens
of peace, our families

a source of joy, our
children safe, and our
elders respected, we
pray—Be born in us, be

Catholic Update—a subseription newsletter published eleven times a year—explores Church tradition and
teaching on contemporary tepies. For mare information, call 800-325-9521 or visit Ligueri.erg.

born in our world.
The Redemptorists
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Monday, 5t. John Meumann: Thursday, Christmas Weekday:
WEEKDAY 1Jn 3:22—4:6 / Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 1Jdn4:19—5:4 / Lk 4:14-223
READI N GS Tuesday, Christmas Weekday: Friday, Christmas Weekday:
1Jn 4710/ Mk 6:34-44 1Jn 5:5-13 / Lk 5:12-16
January 5-10 Wednesday, Christmas Weekday: Saturday, Christmas Weekday:
1Jn 41118 / Mk 6:45-52 1Jdn 51421/ Jn 3:22-30
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i atholic. are from The New American Bible, revised edition, @ 2010, 19%1, 1984, 1970 Confraternity of
PUBLICATIONS Pastoral. Christian Doctrine, Washington, DC. The Pope Franos quotation is used with permission and
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