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Messing around at church! 
The first Messy Church of the fall season kicked off on Friday, Sept. 20 with 17 children and youth ex-
ploring the theme of Creation. They were joined by 47 adults, including parents and grandparents and 
members of the church family. 
 
The children and youth started off with a host of fun activities, including making spaghetti paintings and 
pinecone birdhouse feeders. They then followed that with a dinner of lasagna, Caesar salad and ice 
cream. 
 
Everyone then headed into the sanctuary where guest musician Ray MacDonald taught them a song and 
Nancy Walker, our minister for children, youth and young adults, presented a sacred story. 
 
The next Messy Church is Friday, Nov. 29 when we celebrate Messy Christmas. Come and enjoy the 
fun! 
 
 



AWE a time for simplified, meaningful worship 

Nancy Walker led an Alternative Worship Experience on Sunday, 
Sept. 29 at 4 pm in the church sanctuary. John Anderson provided 
the music. This service is a time of simplified, meaningful worship 
for all ages and includes contemporary music, prayer and a mes-
sage. 

Annual Golf and Mini-Golf 
Social a hit 
More than 40 people took part in the Third An-
nual CBUC Golf Social and Mini-Golf on Sun-
day afternoon, Sept. 22. The weather didn’t 
look promising in the morning, but by the time 
golfers teed off at Ridge Golf Course and mini-
golfers took to Blenkinsop Adventure Mini-Golf 
the rain had quit. 

After the golf, everyone met at the church hall 
for a potluck dinner. Thank you Doug Thomp-
son for organizing the golf social and Nancy 
Walker for coordinating the mini-golf. 

Wearing orange in the spirit of reconciliation 
 
Cordova Bay United Church was a sea of orange during its Sun-
day service on Sept. 29 as church members donned orange T-
shirts to commemorate Orange Shirt Day in Canada.  
 
Orange Shirt Day began with Phyllis (Jack) Webstad’s story. Phyl-
lis is a Northern Secwpemc (Shuswap) woman from the 
Stswecem’c Xgat’tem First Nation who went to St. Joseph Mission 
Residential School near Williams Lake.  
 
On her first day of school, Phyllis’s grandmother dressed her in an 
orange shirt. When Phyllis entered the school, she was stripped of 
her orange shirt and she wasn’t able to go home for a very long 
time – over 300 sleeps by her count. As a child, Phyllis cried her-
self to sleep every night along with other children who could not go 
home. No one listened to their pain or showed compassion. 
 
Annual Orange Shirt Day is Sept. 30 and is intended to open the 
door to conversations about all aspects of residential schools. It is 
an opportunity to create meaningful discussion about the effects of 
residential schools and the legacy they have left behind.  
 
Orange Shirt Day is also an opportunity for First Nations, local governments, schools and communities to 
come together in the spirit of reconciliation and hope for generations of children to come. 



Rummage sale a success all around! 
Despite rain and wet weather, spirits weren’t dampened at the annual CBUC Fall Rummage Sale on Oct. 
19. The line of people waiting for the doors to open at 9:30 am stretched down the steps and across the 
parking lot. Hundreds more poured through the door throughout the day.  
 
Dozens of church members toiled tirelessly and had a lot of fun helping to set up, donate, sort, price, re-
pair, bake and display. Everything was then taken down, stored and the sanctuary returned to normal in 
time for Sunday service the next day. Remarkable! 
 
This year’s sale raised more than $11,000. 

 

Election series popular 
About 30 people turned out for each of the two sessions to help church members participate in a mean-
ingful way in the Oct. 22 federal election.  
 
Led by Rev. Bill Cantelon, the sessions were held Sept. 18 and 25 and followed a framework laid out by 
the Citizens for Public Justice. Topics included: 
• Democracy – Leveraging Our Opportunities as Citizens 
• Ending Poverty in Canada 
• Ensuring Climate Justice 
• Upholding Refugee Rights 



Great turnout to hear about latest work in Tanzania 
By Ruth and Erich Schulz 
 
It was an exciting afternoon at Cordova Bay United Church on Sept. 14 when approximately 100 people 
turned out to hear For The Love of Africa Team Tanzania 2019 members present their experiences 
working on the Ndachi School Project in Tanzania. 
 
Gita McCormick, the official photographer of Team Tanzania 2019, provided some beautiful background 
pictures and videos of some of the highlights experienced by the Team. The 65 children singing, as they 
prepared their school day while the Team arrived at the worksite, was a very memorable experience.  
 
Team Tanzania spent almost three weeks working on the three-classroom kindergarten and pre-primary 
school. It was painstaking work, cleaning security steel bars, priming and painting those bars. The Team 
applied the primary coat and two finishing coats of paint to the three classrooms, both on the inside of 
the classrooms, as well as the outside of the building. 
 
Some of the most arduous work was preparing the floors for pouring the concrete – not only hauling ten-
plus cubic yards of soil to raise the floor level, but then mixing and placing the concrete in those class-
rooms and washroom floors. There are very few concrete mixers in Tanzania and so all the concrete had 
to be mixed by hand.  
 
First buckets of sand were filled and dumped in a pile, then buckets of rocks were added. Bags of ce-
ment were mixed in by shovel and finally water was added to achieve a suitable concrete mix. Luckily the 
Team had the use of one wheelbarrow to transport the concrete to the floors. 

 
Ruth Schulz related her experiences with the women who supported the Team and the wonderful food 
that they prepared for the Team. Gita McCormick shared her first-hand experiences of meeting and visit-
ing some of the poorest families in the neighborhood. 
 

The Team shared packages of food, hygiene articles, children’s clothing and treasured knitted dolls, 
sweaters and hats. These items were made possible by the generosity of Team members, CBUC con-
gregation and others not affiliated with the church.  
 

Erich Schulz talked about some of the successful projects that were supported by the For The Love of 
Africa Society. The society has contributed more than $875,000 to various projects in Tanzania, and eve-
ry project is a successful project.  
 

In total, the presentation event raised just over $2,000 and the society is extremely thankful for the many 
generous donations that were received. The society guarantees that 100 per cent of any donation to the 
society is applied to project work in Tanzania. The reward is watching former students now becoming 
leaders in their own community. The society is grateful for the congregation’s part in helping to make 
their dreams a reality.  

The completed three-classroom kindergarten and 

pre-primary school 

65 children being taught outside on the dirt with 

their temporary chalkboard  



The society is presently reviewing projects for implementation in 2020 and welcomes donations for the 
next project. It is anticipated that a Team will be formed for the 2020 project. Volunteers are invited to 
join and participate in such a wonderful, life-changing experience. 
 

The best indicator of a successful presentation event is the numerous questions that are asked and there 
were plenty. The displays and concessions after the event allowed people to visit with society members 
and ask more questions.  
 

We, at Cordova Bay United Church, can be proud of our association with and support of the For the Love 
of Africa Society. 

CBUC welcomes the community 
One way Cordova Bay United Church reaches out to the local community is by welcoming community 
groups into our building. A total of 10 community groups regularly use our building. 
 

The groups include Resourceful Moms, Brownies and Guides, Cubs, Scouts, Beavers, Sparks, the Island 
Health Adult Day Program, Yoga, Victoria Arion Male Choir, and Take Pounds Off Sensible (TOPS) 
 

Of course, our own Carrot Seed Preschool uses a large part of the building. And church groups such as 
the Choir, Chime Choir, Band, Ethel Wilson Women’s Group, Men’s Breakfast Group, The Book Club, 
and The Knitting Group are also active in our building. 
 

With all this activity, if you need a place to meet, be sure to book in advance with the church office. 

Have your say on our church’s future 
By Bill Walker, chair of CBUC council 
At the CBUC annual meeting in February, the congregation adopted a new vision statement: “An Inclu-
sive Community Living Out Christ’s Love in the World”. 
 

The church council has been assembling and analyzing basic data about our congregation, what it does, 
its financial, people and physical resources, and where we expend those resources, to assist us as we 
discern our road forward to achieve our mission.  
 

We want to share that data with the congregation and hear your feedback, your ideas, what excites you 
and what you fear.  
 

To help in this process we are going to hold two “Come and Go Drop-in Centres” in the Fellowship 
Lounge. There will be displays of posters which show the data that have been collected and some dis-
cussion-starter questions.  
 

This will provide an opportunity for us to listen to your ideas and the concerns of members of the congre-
gation. The Drop-in Centre will run over two days in early November. 
 

The tea and coffee will be on, and you will be able to drop in, unannounced, at any time while we are 
open. Most importantly we want to talk to as many of you as possible, on a one on one basis, to hear 
your ideas and visions, and to document those ideas and concerns. 
 

The Drop-in Centres will be during the first week of November: Wednesday, Nov. 6 from 11am to 4pm, 
and the following day, Thursday Nov.7 from 11am to 8pm. 
 

My hope is as many of you as possible will make time to attend - I think you will find it interesting!  
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Preparing lunch for the team 


