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Reading Strategies


How do we figure it out? 


�





In the first line, while you may be able to assume it is some kind of clothing you put on, you cannot narrow down your guess without reading on to the next line.  Once you have more information, you can presume it is something you wear when cooking/baking.  That narrows it down quite easily and you can come up with apron.





The eggs have been: mixed, stirred, cracked, broken…there are a few options here.  If you chose ‘mixed’ you would read:  The eggs have been mixed and are ready for beating.  This is a great example of when you’d have to stop and say, “Does that make sense?  Did that sound right?”  Reading on will show you that since they are ready to be beaten, the word ‘mixed’ would no longer apply.  To decide between ‘broken’ and ‘cracked’ (both appropriate responses) you could look at the first letter (which is a ‘c’) and figure out the word is “cracked”.





Again we have some choices like measures, mixes, stirs, sifts, etc.  Looking at the first letter alone will not help as it starts with ‘s’ and we have two ‘s’ words.  This time, looking for a small word in the bigger word would help.  You can find the word ‘if’ inside this word: ‘sifts’! 


 


This last word is the easiest of all.  We know it must start with a vowel sound since it follows the word ‘an’.  Though there are other possibilities like “instant”, we know it is hour because it follows the rhyme pattern.  This is why reading and listening to reading are so important.  They help us learn book knowledge.  Story or poem knowledge helps us understand and expect things like rhymes and patterns.  They also help us navigate texts and recognize, for example, that reading ‘Once upon a time…’ means we are reading a fairy tale.








Read the following poem and pretend you are a student who is stuck on the words blacked out.  How do you figure out what the word could be?





We’ve put on our aprons 1;


The oven is pre-heating.


The eggs have been cracked 2


And are ready for beating.





I grease the pan 


While mom sifts 3 the flour.


Our yummy snack


Will be ready in an hour 4.





The counters are covered


With spills and splatter;


But we’re having so much fun


It doesn’t even matter!
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(The students would of course see the words but they are blacked out so you actually have to stop and think(.)
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