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Sunday, December 21, 2025 Advent Prayer

“The Gift of Waiting” Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem (Voices United 64)

Words: Phillips Brooks 1868; Music: Lewis Henry Redner 1868
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

Carol Slng 1 O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
The Life and the Work of the Church Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
Centring Music Pastorale on ‘What Is this Lovely Fragrance’ yet in thy dark streets shineth

by Austin C. Lovelace, based on the 14th Century German Carol

setting by Paul Manz the everlasting light;

the hopes and fears of all the years

Where Do You See Love? are met in thee tonight.
Lighting of the Advent Candle of Love 2 For Christ is born of Mary;
and gathered all above,
Today is the Advent of Love. while mortals sleep, the angels keep
We light this candle to bring love into their watch of wondering love.
shadows of despair. O morning stars, together
We light this candle as our commitment proclaim the holy birth, .
to bringing delight to the world. and praises sing to God the King,
We light this candle to reveal the Way of Jesus, and peace to all on earth.
who brought love to the world. . ]
3 How silently, how silently
Choral Response | Am Sending You Light the wondrous gift is given!
(Then Let Us Sing 99) So God imparts to human hearts
Words and Music: Melanie DeMore, 2019;Arrangement: Peter Amidon, 2022 No ear may hear his Coming;
Reprintod with permission under ONE LICENSE #a. 605244, All ightsreserved. but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still
| am sending you love to heal you, to hold you. the dear Christ enters in.

| am sending you light to hold you in love.
| am sending you love to heal you, to hold you.
| am sending you light to hold you in love.



4 O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in;
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel.

A Time To Wonder

Anthem BethlehemTown
Words and music by Robert C. Clatterbuck

Scripture Reading Luke 1:26-38

Reflection  “A Lifetime of Waiting”

Hymn of the Day There was a Child in Galilee
(Dreaming Mary)
More Voices 134

Words and Music; Janet Gadeski, 2005 arr. Patricia Wright, 2006
Words and Music ©Janet Gadeski, The United Church of Canada Foundation
Arrangement © 2006 Patricia Wright
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

1 There was a child in Galilee
who wandered wild along the sea.
A holy child, alone was she,
and they called her Dreaming Mary.
And she dreamed, rejoicing in her saviour;
she dreamed of justice for the poor.
She dreamed that kings oppressed no more
when she dreamed, that Dreaming Mary.

2 One holy day an angel came
with voice of wind and eyes of flame.
He promised blessed would be her name
when he spoke to Dreaming Mary.
Then she spoke, rejoicing in her saviour.
She spoke of justice for the poor.
She spoke that kings oppressed no more
when she spoke, that Dreaming Mary.

3 And did she dream about a son?
And did he speak, the angel one?
We only know God’s will was done
in the son of Dreaming Mary.
Then she prayed, rejoicing in her saviour.
She taught him justice for the poor.
She taught that kings oppressed no more
when she taught, that Dreaming Mary.

4 Then Jesus grew in Galilee,
they wandered wild along the sea.
Now he calls to you and me
to dream with Dreaming Mary.
And we dream, rejoicing in our saviour.
We dream of justice for the poor.
We dream that kings oppress no more
as we dream with Dreaming Mary.

Invitation to Offering

Love is your gift, O God:

the love of family,

the love of your beautiful Creation,

the love of communion with each other.

In thankfulness for God’s love, we offer

ourselves and our gifts to support Christ’s ministry near and far.
Our offering will now be received.



Offering Music It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
Richard S. Willis, arranged by Carol Tornquist

Choral Response In the Bleak Midwinter (VU 55, v.4)

Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872
Music: Gustav Theodor Holst 1906

What can | give him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
if | were a wise man, | would do my part;
yet what | can | give him - give my heart.

Offering Prayer

Joys and Concerns

The Prayers for Ourselves and Others

The Lord’s Prayer

Parting Hymn Go, Tell it on the Mountain (Voices United 43)
Words: John Wesley Work Il 1907
Music: African American spiritual 19 century, arr. United Reformed Church (U.K.)
Arrangement Copyright © United Reformed Church. Used by permission.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

Refrain

1 While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Saviour's birth! Refrain

3 Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent our salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain

Benediction

Friends, as we move into the last days of our watching and
waiting, may God'’s love, joy, peace and hope surround us
and sustain us, until we meet together at the manger.

Postlude Tomorrow Will Be My Dancing Day
Traditional English Melody, Setting by Douglas E. Wagner

Worship Leader — Pastor Beth Parsons
Music Leadership — Sharon Prindle-Collins and the CBUC Choir
Spirit Kids Program — Grace Cave and Moira Dennis
The Life and Work of the Church — Bill Samis
Lighting of the Advent Candle of Love — Joanne Thomas
Advent Prayer — Sue Christensen
Scripture Reader — Ron Childs
Offering Invitation and Prayer — Margaret Bates
Greeters — Rosalie Knogler and Donna Loglisci
Technical Support — Karen Clark and Louise Johnston
Fellowship Time — Ethel Wilson Women’s Group
Flowers are offered by Karen Clark
in celebration of the life of her father, Bill Angell.



