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Junior Youth learn about farming 
On May 11th, the Awesome Peoples Junior Youth Group went to Haliburton Community Organic Farm to 
learn about organic farming in our local area. We sampled herbs, saw the chickens and learned about 
making habitats for snakes and lizards.  We returned to the church for lunch and talked about the 10 
Commandments of Food. 

Youth retreat focuses on ‘feet’ 
On the May long weekend, Jesse Moffat and Nancy Walker took part in a retreat for United Church youth 
and young adults at Camp Fircom on Gambier Island.  Young people from as far as Whitehorse and Cal-
gary gathered together in this beautiful setting to explore their connection between each other, God, and 
creation.  
 

The theme was "What's on your feet?" based on Ephesians 6:15 “As shoes for your feet put on whatever 
will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 



Rain couldn’t dampen Country Fair 

The annual Cordova Bay United Church Country Fair on May 25th was one for the record books – the 
weather record books that is. Rain poured down like never before at our Country Fair, but it didn’t damp-
en the spirits of our hardy volunteers. 

 

And thanks to some quick rearranging by Tom Pringle as many departments as possible were squeezed 
inside the church and out of the rain.  

 

The rain didn’t seem to deter the crowds, who flooded through the door by the hundreds and helped to 
raise $16,500.72.  

 

Thanks to our Country Fair team for all their hard work and to everyone who helped set up, donate, sort, 
sell, make pies and goodies and coffee and shortcake, and clean up. 



SV Les Shumka sets sail at Carrot Seed celebration 
Carrot Seed Preschool celebrated 30 years in operation June 5th with a barbecue and a ceremony nam-
ing the new sailing ship in the children’s playground the SV Les Shumka. 
 
Les was a longtime and tireless volunteer with Carrot Seed. He built much of the original playground 
equipment and maintained it and the preschool grounds in immaculate condition before his passing. 
 
Les’ wife, Pat, unveiled the plaque.  
 
More than 180 people turned out for the barbecue, including past and present preschool students and 
their families, as well as a strong contingent of CBUC members. They enjoyed hot dogs and hamburgers 
in the church hall.  
 
The celebration had a distinct Shumka theme to it as Leslie Moffat – Les’ and Pat’s granddaughter – was 
recognized as the oldest female Carrot Seed alumni in attendance and Jesse Moffat – their grandson – 
was the oldest male alumni. 



Wet and wild Messy Church 
The sun shone on Messy Church June 7th, which was just what was needed because the kids’ activities 
were outside and some were guaranteed to get them wet.  
 
More than 20 children turned out to have fun with colourful Alka Seltzer-fueled rockets and try their hand 
at tracing their shadow with chalk, as well as paint their feet and toss a sponge. 
 
The children and the 30 or 40 adults in attendance then went inside for a dinner of hamburgers and hot 
dogs. Messy Church ended with a sacred story performed in the newly christened SV Les Shumka sail-
boat in the preschool playground. 



Choirs join voices to end global hunger 
More than 50 choir members from four Saanich Peninsula United churches came together in song at Cor-
dova Bay United Church on June 9th as part of a fundraising concert to help end global hunger. 
 
The choirs – from St. Paul’s in Sidney, St. John’s in Deep Cove, Central Saanich and CBUC – sang Stay 
with Us: A cantata for the Easter Season.  The cantata is based on the Emmaus walk story in the Gospel 
of Luke. Walter Farquharson wrote the lyrics and Ron Klusmeier created the music.  
 
Kluismeier, from Parksville, introduced 
the cantata and talked briefly about the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank, a non-
profit collaboration of 15 different 
church denominations, including the 
United Church of Canada. Afterwards, 
he joined a contingent of musicians on 
accompaniment. 
 
Ed Hickcox was one of two narrators. 
 
About 80 people turned out in support 
for the event. There was no charge for 
the event. Instead, donations were 
made to The Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank and the donations totaled 
$5,794.00! 

Grads given warm sendoff 
As part of the June 6th Sunday worship service the Cordova Bay United Church congregation recog-
nized our young members graduating from high school this year. They include: Jennifer Dayton, Nathan 
Glenn, Jesse Moffat, Sarah Shields and Ethan Termehr.   
  
Jesse was the only one available for the worship service. He was called to the front and individuals who 
have supported him in his church life were asked to come forward. Jesse was then given our blessings 
and prayers.  
  
Jesse was also the Scripture reader on Graduation Sunday. 
  
Of course, The United Church never passes up an opportunity to mark a milestone with food, and this 
was no exception. During the fellowship time after the service we celebrated with cake. 



Our goal is to publish a newsletter once a month celebrating the people, events and work of the church 
community. We welcome submissions, photos and stories about the life of our faith community. Contact: 
Ron Norman (250-544-1532, joanron@telusl.net) or CBUC Office (250-658-5911, office@cbunited.ca). 

Where will we be in 10 years? 
In April, CBUC council chair Bill Walker gave a Minute for Mission where he told the congregation about 
how church council has embarked on a process to make our new vision statement a reality. (Our new 
vision statement is: An Inclusive Community Living out Christ’s Love in the World. ) 
 

By the way, if you missed Bill’s talk, it is posted on our website and you can read it by clicking here: 
Cordova Bay United Visioning Process 
 

The process includes looking at how we as a church need to respond to changes, both within our own 
church and around us. 
 

“A basic tenant of our process must be that we are open – truly open – to change,” Bill said. “It’s not 
about how we position ourselves to continue with ‘business as usual’ – neither should we expect it to be. 
But neither is it about wholesale change for the sake of change. Change must be driven by opportunities 
to faithfully pursue our goal to achieve our Vision; it must also be driven by realistic expectations as to 
the resources we will have at our disposal, and maximizing the impact of the use of those resources on 
an ongoing, sustainable basis.  
 

So what does this mean? 
 

Bill said: “We are going to ask ourselves, ‘What do we want to look like in 10 years time, and how do we 
get there?’” 
 

Council will look at CBUC’s  resources and estimate how those resources may change over the next 10 
years. This includes financial resources, property resources, and people resources.  
 

Through April, May and June council has been gathering data and information and in the fall will begin to 
consider strategies for the future. 
 

“There will be adequate opportunities to solicit opinions and feedback from everyone in our spiritual com-
munity,” Bill said. 
 

Stay tuned. 

New members welcomed 

Cordova Bay United welcomed four new members at its June 9th worship service: Rev. 
Ray MacDonald by reaffirmation of faith; John Steeves by transfer of membership from 
Cadboro Bay/Gordon Head United Church; and Carol & Ray Sutherland by transfer of 
membership from Cadboro Bay/Gordon Head United Church.  
 
Ray, Sam Boehner, Jo-Ann Hopkins and Alan Priestley shared a special musical piece - 
We Come by Steve Bell. It was very well received and Ray and Friends will be returning 
to lead worship on July 28th and August 11th. 

https://www.cbunited.ca/visioning-process

