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Reflection for Sunday, September 12, 2021 

 
Is it Too Late? 

God is creative and self-giving, generously moving in all the near and distant 

corners of the universe. Nothing exists that does not find its source in God. Our 

first response to God’s providence is gratitude. We sing thanksgiving. Finding 

ourselves in a world of beauty and mystery, of living things, diverse and 

interdependent, of complex patterns of growth and evolution, of subatomic 

particles and cosmic swirls, we sing of God the Creator, the Maker and Source of 

all that is. Each part of creation reveals unique aspects of God the Creator, who is 

both in creation and beyond it. All parts of creation, animate and inanimate, are 

related. All creation is good. We sing of the Creator, who made humans to live and 

move and have their being in God. 

We are called to live with respect in Creation. 

May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Let us pray: 

Remind us, Holy One, that we are always leaving an impression on the world you 

so lovingly created for us. Everything we think, say, and do leaves a mark. Bless us 

as we gather to consider the impact we already have and can have on our 

community and world. Deepen our commitment to live out the spiritual mission to 

which you call us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

The section from Proverbs assigned for this Sunday follows the feminine depiction 

of Wisdom as a passionate street preacher or prophet. In public places crowded 

with people, such as the streets, the markets, or at the entrance to the gates, she 

loudly shames the passerby: “How long, I simple ones, will you love being simple? 

How long will…fools hate knowledge” (1:22)? That Wisdom is presented as crying 

out in well-populated, public places shows the prevalence of wisdom. “She is 

omnipresent, but only to those willing to open their eyes and ears long enough to 

notice her presence and give heed to her call”, writes Song-Mi Suzie Park. 

Proverbs imagines Wisdom as a kind of consort or goddess who alongside God 

created the universe. This particular text, however, is not so much about wisdom 

per se. It is more about the maddening rejection of wisdom. It amounts to the cry 
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of a wounded lover, mourning the foolish rebuffs that she has received, and 

wincing in anticipation of the consequences of such folly for her beloved. 

This text underscores the fact that there are moral and spiritual preconditions to 

acquiring wisdom. Wisdom will not be heard, even if she raises her voice and sets 

up in the busiest intersections (Prov. 1:20-21), unless her hearers are inclined to 

listen to her. Unfortunately, as this text declares, people can actually “hate 

knowledge.” The can “love being simple,” and find delight in scoffing Wisdom’s 

claims. Such a predisposition will lead to catastrophe. 

We are living in surreal days, when wisdom seems alarmingly disdained, and 

modern-day scoffers find delight in sneering at inconvenient facts. Partisan 

groups craft their own preferred narratives and theories, without any particular 

interest in aligning their thoughts and pronouncements with hard evidence. Our 

planet today is wounded and bleeding (and burning), many would say dying, and 

it is the only home we have. Its deterioration is all around us, in the air we 

breathe, the water we drink, in our soils and forests. 

Consider the persistence of climate-change skepticism today. For a long time, 

environmental leaders assumed, optimistically, that if only the scientific evidence 

for climate peril was adequately disseminated, people would sensibly agree to 

necessary changes. As it turns out, the environmentalists were naïve.  

As Arno Kopecky, in his new book The Environmentalist’s Dilemma: Promise and 

Peril in an Age of Climate Crisis, points out, the obstacles to embracing climate 

wisdom lie deep in the contrarian human psyche, and are shaped there by what 

people fear, and by what they, therefore, choose to deny or avoid. “In times like 

these, stating the obvious becomes a necessary, radical act: The climate crisis has 

arrived, humans are the cause and it’s going to get worse before it gets better. If 

it gets better. Refusing to engage with that reality, like refusing to vote or get 

vaccinated, is really a passive way of empowering the status quo. Which is a form 

of collective slow-motion suicide. Thrilling, scary, overwhelming stuff. But here’s 

the thing: It’s that there’s never been a more exciting time to be alive. Instead of 

vanquishing some crazed dictator, or spreading a new religion, or defending our 

cities from barbarians—this time the supreme goal is to plug the better angels of 

our nature (along with a few million gigawatts of renewable energy) into our 

economies and governments and, perhaps above all, our culture.” 
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There can be no doubt that Christians, along with other people of goodwill, are 

being called to reverse that plunder. The task, however, is gargantuan and if 

successfully will involve a massive transformation of mind and heart. It will shake 

us to our psychic roots and change forever the way we live. “Yes, that’s a 

monumental task, comparable in scale and struggle to a world war. But we still 

have a window of peace in which to carry it out, and that’s as big a gift as I can 

think of”, opines Kopecky. 

Almost certainly it will include a deep acknowledgement that as a species, human 

beings are not the centre of the universe. God the Creator loves and delights in all 

the creation and did so long before Homo sapiens appeared! Rather than being 

the “lords” of the earth, we are kin to all that is, interconnected with and 

dependent on the whole intricate web of life which exists on this planet. 

That transformation will involve a strong reaffirmation that God is present in 

every creature, every part of the creation, and it is the divine Spirit, that creative 

intelligence, which constantly sustains it. It will give us the opportunity to again 

be enchanted with the creation, to better enjoy our brother and sister creatures, 

from the most distant star to the ant on our garden walk. 

It means using the special gifts of mind and spirit that have been given to our 

species to cooperate with the Creator as affectionate and responsible caretakers 

of the earth, to live not over creation, but with reverence and respect within it. 

And it means, explains Sally Shaw that “when we create, we live out our nature as 

creatures shaped in the image of the triune God. Like it does for God, the act of 

creation brings us pleasure. It forges something new, drawing people into new 

relationships, experiences, and understandings. Whether our creation is a 

beautiful garden or a bountiful harvest, a moving painting, story, or song, an 

elegant building or mathematical equation, a grand idea or a tiny baby, the act 

feeds our bodies, nurtures our spirits, expands our horizons, stretches our souls 

and gives pleasure to God. In these ways and countless more, we share the image 

of our loving God.” 

God’s love for creation is made complete in the sending of God’s own child, Jesus, 

into the world, so that all might have life abundant. The Bible tells us not only that 

God has created and is creating, but also that God recreates. This act of re-
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creation is begun in the gift of Jesus Christ, God’s own presence in the world. 

Jesus is the One who reconciles and makes new in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

But perhaps the biggest challenge facing the world, Omar El Akkad, the journalist 

turned novelist argues, is to protect climate refugees. “Regardless of our ability to 

meet the watered-down goals of myriad international climate agreements, we 

will leave our children and grandchildren a planet more physically upended, more 

precarious, in almost every way. But even if we have failed utterly in our 

obligation to prevent or even simply mitigate this reality, we are still at least 

obligated to consider its most immediate consequence—the millions upon 

millions of people who will be forced from their homes in the coming decades by 

this cataclysmic new ordering of the world. To the wealthy, sheltered places 

where they will seek refuge, these people owe nothing. That the violence they 

flee involves not guns or bombs makes it no less real, nor its perpetrators any less 

culpable.” 

One day, creation itself will be set free from its bondage. The harmony of nature 

will be restored, and God’s community of love and peace will be fully realized. 

Until that time comes, may we delight in God together with the beauty of and 

majesty of all that God has made. Let us act as faithful stewards of God’s gift of 

creation, holding before us God’s vision of a new heaven and a new earth, filled 

with peace and harmony, filled with joy and love—always love.  

For waywardness kills the simple, and the complacency of fools destroys them; but 

those who listen to me will be secure and will live at ease, without dread of 

disaster (Proverbs 1:32-33). 

May it be so! Thanks be to God! Amen. 

Bill Cantelon 

 

 

 


