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This year marks an important milestone for the International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences – the 25th anniversary of its 
foundation. The silver jubilee is an opportunity to look back at, reflect on, and celebrate the development and remarkable 
accomplishments of the IACS. 
 
First and foremost, we must always remember why we are here and give credit where credit is due. Prof. Naranjan Dhalla, the 
Founding Father of the Academy, is the reason we celebrate this anniversary. It was his visionary leadership that led to the 
creation of the IACS back in 1996. It is amazing what one person’s drive and leadership can do. None of us, IACS members, 
would have benefited from the activities of the Academy without the initiative that Prof. Dhalla took back then, when he single-
handedly launched his new idea. (Incidentally, that was not the first time he conceived a new idea and made it a reality. Building 
new things is his specialty; see, for example, the Cardiovascular Institute in Winnipeg and the International Society for Heart 
Research, two of his other major achievements.) We are deeply indebted to Prof. Dhalla for envisioning the Academy, 
conceptualizing its organization, and most importantly, making it happen and grow. In doing so, he has done a tremendous 
service to the cardiovascular community worldwide, and has touched and affected many lives. Very few individuals can claim 
to have done that.  
 
This Anniversary is also an opportunity to thank the past Presidents of the Academy: Howard Morgan (1996-2005), Stephen 
Vatner (2005-‘08), Magdi Yacoub (2008-‘11), James Willerson (2011-‘14), and Bohuslav Ostadal (2014-‘19). These 
distinguished scholars have aptly led the Society and greatly contributed to its expansion and development. I am thankful to 
the Academy for giving me the honor and privilege of serving as its current President. 
 
Under the leadership of Prof. Dhalla and the past Presidents, and with the help of many dedicated and passionate volunteers, 
the Academy has experienced a remarkable growth.  
 
It now encompasses five Sections - North American, European, Japanese, Indian, and South American. The Caribbean and 
Middle Eastern regions are also being considered as Chapters of the IACS. The Academy has recognized outstanding scientists 
with a dazzling array of awards, including the Medal of Merit (the top IACS recognition, which has honored some of the most 
prominent cardiovascular scholars in the world) and more than 20 other types of awards that are detailed in this issue of CV 
Network.  
 
The Academy boasts 250 Fellows and 76 Emeritus Fellows - a distinguished body that includes the very best of the 
cardiovascular scientific community worldwide. In addition to the triennial World Congresses, a large number of meetings 
have been held by the IACS Sections (listed in this issue of CV Network). Both World Congresses and Section meetings have 
offered stimulating scientific and social programs, coupled with a friendly, personal atmosphere that has become rare in 
scientific gatherings nowadays. In short, the Academy is a lively, vibrant, and growing community of scholars from all over 
the world who are united by a common interest in cardiovascular sciences and by personal, warm friendships. 
 
This silver jubilee should also make us reflect on why the IACS exists and why it has been successful despite the plethora of 
competitors. The IACS is unique among cardiovascular societies for the reasons I outlined in my presidential message two 
years ago in this newsletter (CV Network, Vol. 18, No 3, 2019). Briefly, the Academy offers many attractive features that are 
difficult to find elsewhere. We are truly international and truly inclusive, as discussed below. Our culture and our relatively 
small size enable and encourage personal relationships and networking. We hold meetings in unusual, often charming and 

exciting locations. We are not beholden to the agendas (at times political) of large donors. We are free from the suffocating J
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Ricardo J. Gelpi Appointed as Rector of the  
University of Buenos Aires, Argentina 

 
 

 

 
 
Professor Ricardo J Gelpi, Fellow of the International 
Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences (IACS) and former 
president of the Latin American section, was appointed 
Rector of the University of Buenos Aires. On June 24th, 
2022 he was voted by a large majority, with no votes 
against, to hold the position as the highest authority of the 
number 1 University in Latin America and one of the most 
prestigious in the world, since the University of Buenos 
Aires ranks 67th in the QS World University Rankings, 
which evaluated a total of 1,673 universities this year.  
 
Professor Gelpi previously served as the Dean of Faculty 
of Medicine of said University for two consecutive 
periods. Previously, he also served as Vice Dean and 
Academic Advisor of the same Faculty. Two of the 
objectives to be developed during this 4-year period as 
Rector will be to stimulate scientific training in 
undergraduate students. Another important objective to be 
achieved during his term as Rector will be to stimulate 
academic and scientific collaborations with other 
universities around the world. 
 
The University of Buenos Aires is a free public university 
comprised of 13 Faculties where more than 100 
undergraduate and approximately 500 postgraduate 
careers are studied. It also has 5 hospitals where medical 
students perform clinical practices. It has a veterinary and 
a dental hospital as well, in which students of veterinary 
and odontology careers, respectively, carry out internships  

 
with patients strictly supervised by professors of the 
different subjects. It is important to mention that these 
hospitals, in addition to their teaching duties, also provide 
medical, dental, and veterinary care to the population of 
the City of Buenos Aires. 
 
More than 300,000 students study different careers in their 
respective faculties, being the number of students unique 
in the world. Professor Gelpi also works as a Professor of 
Pathology and Physiopathology at the Faculty of 
Medicine of the same University and is Director of the 
Institute of Cardiovascular Physiopathology, where he 
directs different cardiovascular research projects. He has 
been a member of IACS for many years, having been the 
first president of its South American section, having an 
active scientific participation, and in the organization of 
congresses for this section.  
 
It is the first time in the two hundred years of history of 
the University of Buenos Aires that a basic researcher 
occupies the highest executive position of this University, 
which is the position of Rector. This is due to the fact that 
the entire university community, including professors and 
students, is determined and convinced of the importance 
of stimulating research in the university, not only 
postgraduate research and doctoral and master's theses but 
also encouraging undergraduate students to join research 
laboratories. Professor Gelpi has experience in stimulating 
and directing research tasks in undergraduate students 
since several of the researchers from his institute began 
their academic work as undergraduate students. Therefore, 
he has the idea of extrapolating, as far as possible, to all 
the faculties that are part of the University. 
 
After several meetings with the deans of these faculties, 
he knows that he has sufficient financial and political 
support to carry out this difficult but very important task. 
Increasing research tasks also include increasing national 
and international scientific collaborations, for which 
Professor Gelpi and his entire team are already working to 
increase agreements with other universities. Especially the 
specific agreements that allow performing concrete 
research projects. There is no doubt that if Professor Gelpi 
can meet his proposed academic and scientific objectives 
in regard to scientific research, this will bring as a direct 
consequence, a greater presence of the University of 
Buenos Aires in educational, scientific, and academic 
areas around the world.  

 

Dr. Ricardo J. Gelpi 
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Naranjan S. Dhalla Awarded Honorary Doctorate from the  
University of Banja Luka 

 

 

 
At a colorful ceremony on November 7th 2022 attended by more than 300 dignitaries including the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Srpska and several Federal Ministers, the University of Banja Luka in Bosnia-Herzegovina bestowed Honorary 
Doctorate upon Naranjan S. Dhalla for his outstanding contribution and development of the University and the Faculty of 
Medicine.  Dr. Dhalla is a senior scientist in the field of Experimental Cardiology at the St. Boniface Hospital Albrechtsen 
Research Centre and Distinguished Professor of Physiology and Pathophysiology at the Max Rady College of Medicine, 
University of Manitoba in Winnipeg.  He is the Honorary Life President of the International Academy of Cardiovascular 
Sciences and Editor-in-Chief of the journal “Molecular and Cellular Biochemistry”. Dr. Dhalla has received 212 Awards and 
Honors including 6 Honorary DSc/MD degrees and 2 Professorships Honoris Causa from different institutions around the 
world.  He has been inducted in the Canadian Medical Hall of Fame in London Ontario and Citizen Hall of Fame in Winnipeg.  
He has edited 65 books and published 864 research papers and review articles; his work has been cited more than 32,850 
times with an h-index of 84.  

 

 

 
  

Dr. Naranjan S. Dhalla with Dr. Radoslav Gajanin, 
Rector of the University of Banja Luka 

Dr. Naranjan S. Dhalla with Senior Leaders of 
the University of Banja Luka 

 

Dr. Naranjan S. Dhalla giving his acceptance speech 
with Dr. Radoslav Gajanin in the background 
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New Presidents IACS World and IACS Sections 
 

 
 
     

At the end of the North Section meeting of the IACS in Winnipeg 
in September, 2022. Dr. Grant Pierce assumed the position of 
President of the IACS World. He is a Distinguished Professor of 
Physiology and Pathophysiology, University of Manitoba, and 
Principal Investigator, Cell Biology Laboratory in the Institute of 
Cardiovascular Scinces. He has published over 250 peer-
reviewed manuscripts and 8 textbooks on topics in medicine and 
health. He has served as Chair of the Executive Scientific Review 
Committee for the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Canada where 
he oversaw all peer review for three years. Dr. Pierce was Editor-
in-Chief of the Canadian Journal of Physiology and 
Pharmacology from 2003-to 2016. He was President-Elect of the 
IACS for the past 3 years. He received the Queen Elizabeth II 
Diamond Jubilee Medal for service to Canada, the 2016 Research 
Canada Leadership Award and is an elected Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada, the highest distinction for a scientist in 
Canada. He was awarded the Order of Manitoba, the highest 
distinction for a citizen of Manitoba. 
 
Dr. Michael Czubryt assumed the position of President of the 
North American Section of the IACS at the end of the Winnipeg 
Heart Conference in September, 2022. Dr. Czubryt is currently 
Executive Director of Research, St Boniface Hospital and is a 
Full Professor, in the Department of Physiology and 
Pathophysiology, Max Rady College of Medicine, University of 
Manitoba.  He has served as the Associate Head of the 
Department of Physiology and Pathophysiology in the Rady 
Faculty of Health Sciences, as well as the Associate Dean (Health 
Sciences) in the Faculty of Graduate Studies, University of 
Manitoba. He is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Canadian Council on Animal Care.  
 
 
Dr. Vladimir Jakovljevic became President of the European 
Section of  the IACS in October, 2022 after the Section 
meeting in Szeged, Hungary, 2022. Dr. Jakovljevic, is Professor 
and Head of Cardiovascular Research Laboratory, Faculty of 
Medical Sciences University of Kragujevac, Serbia. He is Editor 
in Chief of the Serbian Journal of Experimental and Clinical 
Research published by the Faculty of Medical Sciences 
University of Kragujevac. Recently Dr. Jakovljevic was elected 
as Dean of the Faculty of Medical Science for a mandate of 3 
years. As Dean, he established cooperation with several 
universities from all over the world, such as Karolinska Institute 
(Stockholm, Sweden), The First Moscow State Medical 
University I.M. Sechenov (Moscow, Russian Federation), 
Medical Faculty University of Montenegro (Podgorica, 
Montenegro), Medical Faculty University of Banja Luka (Banja 
Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina) and Victor Babes University of 
Medicine and Pharmacy, Timisoara, Romania.  

Dr. Grant Pierce 

Dr. Vladimir Jakovljevic 

 

Dr. Michael Czubryt 
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Academy Fellows Invited to Participate in Turkish National  
Biophysics Congress 

 
 

Belma Turan 
Lokman Hekim University, Ankara, Turkey 

Email: Belma.Turan@medicine.ankara.edu.tr 

The 4th International & 33rd National Biophysics 
Congress of the Turkish Biophysical Society was held in 
Adiyaman, Turkey from August 31 – September 3, 2022, 
by a team of Professors Celal Güven and Eylem Güven 
organized on the behalf of Turkish Biophysical Society 
under the auspices of Adiyaman University Rector Prof. 
Mehmet Turgut.  

 
As biophysics becomes increasingly interdisciplinary, this 
Turkish Biophysical Society Annual Meeting brings 
together leading scientists from all over Turkey and the 
world as well as very important international scientists who 
work at the interface of the life, medical basic, and clinical 
sciences.  
 
The dynamic four-day Meeting provided attendees with 
opportunities to share their latest unpublished findings and 
learn the newest developments in the content of 
Biophysics. The congress was an impressive and highly 
successful gathering of scientists presenting their latest 
findings. The meeting included 10 international invited 
speakers, 5 of them were fellows of IACS. The 
presentations of IACS fellows, Professors Dhalla, Morad, 
Tyagi, Papp, and Turan were particularly focused on the 
recent developments in cardiovascular sciences such as 
cardiac remodeling, cardiac hypertrophy, cardiomyopathy, 
and aging heart. 
 
On behalf of the organizing committee, I would like to 
extend our gratitude to the invited speakers, chairpersons 
as well as all participants, and all of you who took time 
from your very busy schedules to be with us. I, personally, 
would like to extend my deep gratitude to Dr. Dhalla, the 
founder of the IACS, whose visionary leadership and 
outstanding efforts have led to the creation of this Academy 
and its rapid growth. I am also indebted to Prof. Dhalla for 
his work, which has enabled us to organize several 
international scientific meetings in the field of 
cardiovascular sciences in Turkey. I am delighted to be a 
member of this Academy and thankful to the fellows of 
IACS to support the scientific meeting all over the world. 
With wonderful colleagues and friends from this Academy, 
we are moving towards our common goal of advancing 
Basic Medical Research in the field of Cardiovascular 
Sciences not only in Turkey but also all over the world. 

 

The program highlights of this meeting in Adiyaman, 
Turkey were the opening ceremonies and reception by 
Rector Prof. Mehmet Turgut. The scientific highlight of the 
congress was including the lectures by 10 invited speakers, 
40 oral and 38 poster presentations. The exceptionally 
strong scientific discussions gave all participants (about 
150 research scientists) lively and fruitful information 
transfers. The participants had plenty of opportunities for 
extended discussions and networking during the coffee 
breaks, as well as during the opening reception and the 
farewell dinner.  The attendance of medical students from 
different universities is highly appreciated by all.   

 
The oral and poster awards were also held in the content of 
the congress. The congress is a perfect opportunity not only 
for scientific exchange but also for having an entertaining 
time in the beautiful city of Adiyaman, Turkey. Adiyaman 
lies in the southeast of Turkey in the central Firat river 
region and the history of this area goes back to the 
Paleolithic Age as a famous cultural center.  
 
It is also one of the most interesting tourist places in Turkey 
and one of the eighth wonders of the world. Nemrut Mount 
is also known as the highest outdoor museum in the world. 
With ten-meter-long statues, long inscriptions, and the 
ancient Comagini sanctuary. The participants had a chance 
to be involved in the sunrise of Nemrut Mount besides 
other outstanding social activities in the city of Adiyaman 
and nearby towns as the guest of the mayors of these towns. 
I believe, the guests and participants will remember the 
Adiyaman meeting and the hospitality by all sponsors, as a 
most dynamic city concerning outstanding members of 
Adiyaman University. 

Invited speakers (including IACS fellows) with 
Rector of Adiyaman University Prof. Mehmet 

Turgut and organizers in Rector’s office 

mailto:Belma.Turan@medicine.ankara.edu.tr
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Report on the 9th Meeting of the IACS- North American Section 
Winnipeg, Canada, September 6-9, 2022  

 
 

Lorrie Kirshenbaum 
Director, Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences 

St. Boniface Hospital Albrechtsen Research Centre 
Max Rady College of Medicine, Rady Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Manitoba 

Email: lkirshenbaum@sbrc.ca 
 

This cardiovascular conference was the first joint meeting 
between the North American Section of the International 
Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences (IACS) and the 
International Society for Heart Research (ISHR). “After a 
two-year delay, largely due to pandemic travel restrictions 
and gathering limitations, we were able to bring together  

 
members of these two societies for the first time ever,” said 
Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum, Conference Chair, Director, 
Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences, St. Boniface Hospital 
Albrechtsen Research Centre, Max Rady College of 
Medicine, Rady Faculty of Health Sciences, University of 
Manitoba. 
 
Overcoming many logistical challenges to bring together 
the top cardiovascular scientists, clinical cardiologists, 
research fellows and trainees from around the globe, the 
conference featured dedicated programs and workshops on 
women’s heart health and women in science programs, as 
well as programs to support the professional development 
of early career and mid-career investigators.  

 

Organizers were pleased to host a veritable who’s-who of 
international cardiovascular expertise right here in 
Winnipeg, including Dr. C. Noel Bairey Merz, Director, 
Barbra Streisand Women's Heart Center at Cedars Sinai, 
Los Angeles, California; Dr. Joseph Hill, Division Chief, 
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center’s  

 
Division of Cardiology and Director of the Harry S. Moss 
Heart Center, Dallas, Texas; and Dr. Ramesh Goyal, Vice 
Chancellor, Delhi Pharmaceutical Sciences and Research 
University, Delhi, India.  

 
Keynote speaker, Dr. Bairey Merz, shared her mission to 
close the knowledge gap and approach to addressing 
cardiovascular disease in women, through research, 
clinical care, and educational programs to teach women 
and healthcare providers about the importance of early 
diagnosis and recognizing different forms of heart disease 
in women to provide better healthcare.   
 
 “It was inspiring to hear Dr. Bairey Merz share her 
experiences and vision to expand women’s heart healthcare 
to address many of the major deficiencies in treatment and 

Dr. Jawahar Mehta, Little Rock, USA, Receiving the  
Medal of Merit from Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum (L) and 

Dr. Michael Czubryt (R) 

Dr. Roberto Bolli, Louisville, USA, Receiving the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from Dr. Lorrie 

Kirshenbaum (L) and Dr. Michael Czubryt (R) 

mailto:lkirshenbaum@sbrc.ca
http://profiles.utsouthwestern.edu/profile/57069/
https://www.utsouthwestern.edu/education/medical-school/departments/internal-medicine/divisions/cardiology/index.html
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diagnosis,” Kirshenbaum said. “To that end, we are 
pursuing the capital investment and development of a 
women’s heart health centre right here in Winnipeg, as part 
of the St. Boniface Hospital’s well-known reputation for 
cardiac care in the province of Manitoba and northwestern 
Ontario.”  

 
The conference scientific program was comprised of 27 
scientific symposia, 10 named lectureships, 118 poster 
presentations with 350 attendees. The conference attracted 
world experts in cardiovascular medicine from 11 different 
countries including Canada, USA, Brazil, Israel, 
Argentina, Slovakia, Czech Republic, Chile, Turkey, 

France and India.  
 
“One of the pillars of this conference was to provide an 
opportunity for early and mid-career trainees to meet with 
cardiovascular leaders in person and participate in 
symposia featuring superb scientific content and  

 
knowledge translation. The conference was a spectacular 
success, and the large number of international scientists 
that came to Winnipeg to attend reflects the high caliber of 
research taking place here at St. Boniface Hospital” 
commented Dr. Michael Czubryt, Executive Director 
Research, St. Boniface Hospital. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dr. Gary Lopaschuk, Edmonton, Canada, Receiving 
the Distinguished Leadership Award from Dr. Lorrie 

Kirshenbaum (L) and Dr. Naranjan Dhalla (R) 

Dr. Joseph Hill, Houston, USA, Receiving the 
Distinguished Leadership Award from Dr. Lorrie 

Kirshenbaum (L) and Dr. Michael Czubryt (R) 

Dr. Michael Czubryt, Winnipeg, Canada, Receiving 
the Distinguished Leadership Award from Dr. Lorrie 

Kirshenbaum (L) and Dr. Naranjan Dhalla (R) 

Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum, Winnipeg, Canada, 
Receiving the Distinguished Leadership Award 

from Dr. Naranjan Dhalla (R) 
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 Several other awards were presented during the awards 
 ceremonies, including the Gary Lopaschuk Graduate 
 Student Award, the Roberto Bolli Young Investigator 
 Award and poster awards in the names of Morris 
 Karmazyn and Margaret Moffat. In addition, the James 
 Willerson Award for Excellence in Cardiovascular 
 Sciences was presented to Dr. Bhuddhadeb Dawn, 
 while Dr. Ali J. Marian received the Jawahar (Jay) 
 Mehta Annual Award for Clinical Scientist. Although 
 Dr.  Deepak Srivastava was unable to attend the 
 Winnipeg  Heart Conference, he was still recognized as 
 the  recipient of the IACS Paul Ganguly Distinguished 
 Lecture Award in Cardiovascular Sciences. 
  

Dr. Peter Backx, Toronto, Canada, Receiving the  
Grant Pierce Award for Excellence in Cardiovascular 

Sciences from Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum (L) and Dr. 
Grant Pierce (R) 

Dr. Richard Kitsis, New York, USA, Receiving the  
Makato Nagano Award for Distinguished Achievements 

in Cardiovascular Research from Dr. Lorrie 
Kirshenbaum (L) 

Dr. Gavin Oudit, Edmonton, Canada, Receiving the 
Amarjit Arneja Distinguished Lecture Award for the 

Prevention of Heart Disease from Dr. Lorrie 
Kirshenbaum (R) 

Dr. Junichi Sadoshima, Newark, USA, Receiving the  
Howard Morgan Award for Distinguished Achievements 

in Cardiovascular Research from Dr. Lorrie 
Kirshenbaum (L) 

Dr. Peipei Ping, Los Angeles, USA, Receiving the 
Dennis B. McNamara Award for Excellence in 

Cardiovascular Sciences from Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum 
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2022 Awards for the 24th Naranjan Dhalla Cardiovascular Day  
 
 

 
 

Lorrie Kirshenbaum 
Director, Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences 

St. Boniface Hospital Albrechtsen Research Centre 
Max Rady College of Medicine, Rady Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Manitoba 

Email: lkirshenbaum@sbrc.ca 
 
The Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences in partnership with the University of Manitoba held its 24th Annual 2022 Naranjan 
Dhalla Cardiovascular Awards Ceremony during the course of the three-day conference. The awards day celebrates excellence 
in cardiovascular medicine, research and education with a focus on students’ contributions, as well as individuals who have 
made outstanding contributions in support services. The awards are named after iconic leaders in Manitoba that include Dr. 
R.E. Beamish, Mr. Ken Bowman, Dr. John Foerster, Dr. Vincenzo Panagia, Mr. Jack Litvak, Dr. Arnold Naimark, Dr. Henry 
Friesen, Sr. Jacqueline St-Yves, Mr. Ken Dhalla, Dr. James S. McGoey, Dr. T. Edward Cuddy, and ICS Gold Medals which 
recognize the outstanding leadership in cardiovascular sciences, were presented to Drs. Bohuslav Ostadal, Prague, Czech 
Republic, Ranko Škrbić, Banja Luka, Bosnia and C. Noel Bairey Merz, Los Angeles, California.  

 
      
 
 

Dr. Bohuslav Ostadal Receiving 
Institute of Cardiovascular 

Science Leadership Gold Medal 
from Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum (L) 

Dr. Ranko Škrbić Receiving 
Institute of Cardiovascular 

Science Leadership Gold Medal 
from Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum (L) 

Dr. Noel Bairey Merz Receiving 
Institute of Cardiovascular 

Science Leadership Gold Medal 
from Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum (R) 

Dr. Buddhadeb Dawn, Las Vegas, 
USA, Recipient of the James 

Willerson Award for Excellence in 
Cardiovascular Sciences 

Dr. Ali J. Marian, Houston, USA, 
Recipient of the Jawahar (Jay) 

Mehta Annual Award for Clinical 
Scientist 

Dr. Deepak Srivastava, San Francisco, 
USA, Recipient of the Paul Ganguly 

Distinguished Lecture Award in 
Cardiovascular Sciences 

mailto:lkirshenbaum@sbrc.ca
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Other recipients included Dr. Niketa Sareen, 
Winnipeg, Canada receiving the Dr. Arnold Naimark 
Young Investigator  Award, Dr. Weiang Yan, 
Winnipeg, Canada receiving the Dr. Henry Friesen 
Young Scientist Award, and Dr. Raghu Nagalingam, 
Surrey, Canada receiving the Sr. Jacqueline St-Yves 
Publication Award. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Vladimir Jakovljevic, Kragujevac, Serbia 
Receiving  John Foerster Distinguished Lecture 

Award from Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum (L) 

Dr. Miloš Stojiljković, Banja Luka, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Receiving Vincenzo Panagia 

Distinguished Lecture Award from Dr. Lorrie 
Kirshenbaum (L) 

Ms. Kairee Ryplanski, Winnipeg, Canada Receiving 
the.Jack Litvack Exemplary Service Award from Dr. 

Lorrie Kirshenbaum (R) and Dr. Michael Czubryt (L) 

Dr. Andras Varro, Szeged, Hungary, Receiving 
Robert Beamish Leadership Award from Dr. 
Ostadal (L) and Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum (R) 

Dr. Ramesh Goyal, New Delhi, India, Receiving 
Ken Bowman Research Achievement Award from 
Dr. Ostadal (L) and Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum (R) 
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Report of the 8th European Section Meeting of the IACS,  
Szeged, Hungary 

 
 

István Baczkó and Paramjit S. Tappia1 
Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacotherapy, University of Szeged, Hungary  

and 1Asper Clinical Research Institute, St. Boniface Hospital, Winnipeg, Canada 
Email: baczko.istvan@med.u-szeged.hu; ptappia@sbrc.ca 

 
The 8th Meeting of the European Section of the IACS was 
held in Szeged, Hungary, on September 28 – October 1, 
2022. Dr. István Baczkó, served as the President and Chair 
of the Meeting, and Dr. Naranjan S. Dhalla was the 
Honorary Chair of the Meeting. In addition to Dr. Baczkó, 
main organizers of the meeting included Dr. Péter Bencsik 
(Vice Chair) and Dr. Norbert Nagy (Meeting Secretary) of 
the Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacotherapy, 
Albert Szent-Györgyi School of Medicine, University of 
Szeged, Hungary. The Meeting venues were the Art Hotel 
Szeged, and Szeged Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
building. 
 
The meeting featured both basic scientific and clinical 
sessions, including lectures of invited speakers and free 
oral communications selected from submitted abstracts. 
The meeting was organized into the following scientific 
topics: (1) Clinical and theoretical aspects of ventricular 
arrhythmias and sudden cardiac death; (2) Atrial 
fibrillation: clinical therapy, novel and future strategies of 
AF management; (3) Clinical and theoretical aspects of 
heart failure; (4) Cardioprotection, clinical application of 
cardioprotection; (5) Genetics of cardiovascular diseases; 
(6) Cardiac metabolism; (7) Novel therapeutic approaches 
in cardiovascular diseases and (8) Coronary angiogenesis 
from bench to bedside. In addition, Young Investigator 
Award Competition and Poster Awards for Young 
Investigators were also organized. 
 
The conference began (September 28) with the opening 
ceremony with Dr. István Baczkó and Dr. András Varró 
(Szeged, Hungary; President of IACS-ES) as session chairs 
and welcoming/opening remarks from Dr. István Baczkó, 
Dr. Gábor Németh (Szeged, Hungary; Vice Dean of Albert 
Szent-Györgyi Medical School, University of Szeged), 
András Varró (Szeged, Hungary; President of IACS-ES), 
Dr. Naranjan Dhalla (Winnipeg, MB, Canada; Honorary 
Life President of IACS) and Dr. Grant Pierce (Winnipeg, 
MB, Canada; President of IACS).  
 
This was followed by two Plenary Lectures; one by Dr. 
Roberti Bolli, Past President, IACS entitled “Cell therapy 
for heart disease: Quo vadis?” and by Dr. Grant Pierce, 
entitled “The value of supplementing a diet with flaxseed”. 
During this session, Naranjan Dhalla Honorary Lecture 

Award was presented to Dr. Igor Efimov (Chicago, IL, 
USA) who in turn gave a lecture entitled “Transient 
implantable devices to treat arrhythmia: bioresorbable 
bioelectronics platform”. It should be mentioned that the 
2021 Naranjan Dhalla Honorary Lecture Award was 
presented to Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum (Winnipeg, Canada) 
also at this time as it was not possible last year. The 
opening ceremony was completed with an extravagant and 
beautiful welcome reception. 
 
Day two of the meeting began with three parallel sessions. 
Session 1 entitled “Novel targets for HFrEF therapy” was 
chaired by Drs. Michael Czubryt (Winnipeg, MB, Canada) 
Noémi Nyolczas (Budapest, Hungary). The four speakers 
in this session were Dr. Czubryt, who spoke on fibroblast 
activation as a target for cardiac fibrosis therapy; Dr. 
Dhalla presented on diverse mechanisms of heart failure 
due to myocardial infarction; Dr. Noémi Nyolczas 
(Budapest, Hungary) on novelties in the treatment of heart 
failure with reduced ejection fraction and finally in this 
session Dr. Zorislava Bajić (Banja Luka, Bosnian Serb 
Republic BIH) spoke  on the role of treatment with glp-1 
receptor agonist liraglutide on isoprenaline-induced 
myocardial injury in rats.  
 
Session 2 entitled “Cardiac remodeling” was chaired by 
Drs. Mark Boyett (Bradford, UK) and Zoltán Varga 
(Budapest, Hungary). The four speakers were Dr. Boyett 
who spoke on sinus node and atrioventricular node 
dysfunction in heart failure – involvement of the immune 
system and transcriptomic remodeling; Dr. Alicia D'Souza 
(Manchester, UK) presented on why do athletes have 
cardiac arrhythmias? A view from the lab bench; Dr. Zoltán 
Varga gave a lecture on inflammasome activation in end-
stage heart failure; and Dr. Raffaele Coppini (Florence, 
Italy) ended this session on human hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy: from electrophysiological insights to 
pharmacological strategies. 
 
The topic of session 3 was “Natural compounds in 
cardioprotection” and was chaired by Drs. Ranko Skrbic 
(Banja Luka, Bosnian Serb Republic BIH) and Dragan 
Djuric (Belgrade, Serbia). The speakers in this session 
were Dr. Djuric on possible cardioprotective effects of 
vitamins B6 and B9: lessons from cardiometabolic models; 

mailto:baczko.istvan@med.u-szeged.hu
mailto:ptappia@sbrc.ca
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Dr. Monika Barteková (Bratislava, Slovakia) on potential 
implications of quercetin in cardioprotection; Dr. Škrbić on 
beneficial cardio-metabolic properties of pomegranate peel 
extract: results of clinical and experimental studies and 
finally Dr. Zsófia Onódi (Budapest, Hungary) on the 
distinct patterns of inflammasome signalling in the cardiac 
and skeletal muscle from murine models of Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy. 
 
Session 4 entitled “Metabolic diseases” was chaired by 
Drs. Gary Lopaschuk (Edmonton, AB, Canada) and 
Danina Muntean (Timisoara, Romania). It began with a 
lecture by Dr. Lopaschuk on preventing cardiac insulin 
resistance in the failing heart and was followed by 
presentations by Dr. Muntean on the alleviation of MAO-
related oxidative stress by antidiabetic drugs: of mice and 
men; Dr. Tamás Csont (Szeged, Hungary) on cardiac 
effects of diet-induced hypercholesterolemia and Nevena 
Jeremic (Kragujevac, Serbia) on the cardioprotective 
effects of Trametes versicolor polysaccharides on rats with 
metabolic syndrome. 
 
Session 5 entitled “Pathophysiology of atrial fibrillation 
was chaired by Drs. Ursula Ravens (Freiburg, Germany) 
and José Jalife (Madrid, Spain) and gave the first two 
lectures; Dr. Ravens on mechanosensitive channels, stretch 
and fibrosis - a pathophysiological role in atrial fibrillation 
and Dr. Jalife on the molecular mechanisms underlying the 
progression of paroxysmal to persistent atrial fibrillation. 
These talks were followed by presentations by Drs. 
Katharine Dibb (Manchester, UK) on atrial remodelling in 
heart failure: consequences and recovery and Tímea Bálint 
(Budapest, Hungary) on atrial fibrillation is not associated 
with altered left atrial microRNA expression profile in 
ischemic end-stage human heart failure. 
 
Drs. Ján Slezák (Bratislava, Slovakia) and Jerzy Beltowski 
(Lublin, Poland) chaired session 6 entitled “Molecular 
hydrogen and gasotransmitters”. This session opened with 
a presentation by Dr. Slezák on saturation of donor and 
recipient with molecular hydrogen alleviates graft 
dysfunction and overall condition after transplantation of 
the heart. This was followed by a talk by Dr. Barbora 
Kaločayová (Bratislava, Slovakia) on molecular hydrogen: 
new protective tool against acute kidney injury associated 
with cardiac surgery and ended with a talk by Dr. 
Beltowski  on the role of hydrogen sulfide in statin-induced 
inhibition of insulin secretion.  
 
The morning ended with the lunch break and organization 
of a group photo in the Dóm square, in front of the Votive 
Church, and was followed with the Young Investigator 
Award Competition (Session 7) with Drs. Antonio Zaza 
(Milan, Italy), Paul Volders (Maastricht, The Netherlands) 
and Gary Lopaschuk as chairs. There were 6 contestants in 
this competition; Katie Skeffington (Bristol, UK) who 

presented her work on changes in oxidative stress and 
calcium signalling pathways in the chronically hypoxic 
fetal heart; Linda Bartosova (Bratislava, Slovakia) who 
talked about quercetin reduces pro-hypertrophic signaling 
and mitigates diastolic dysfunction in obese diabetic rats; 
Dimitra Palioura (Thessaloniki, Greece) on Pparβ/δ 
activation protects from mitochondrial degeneration, 
inflammation and fibrosis in a genetic animal model of 
heart failure; Branislav Kura (Bratislava, Slovakia) on his 
work on the therapeutic effect of molecular hydrogen on 
radiation-induced overproduction of free radicals in 
myocardium; Alexandra Polyák, (Szeged, Hungary) on 
cardiac remodeling accompanied by increased arrhythmia 
susceptibility in a dog model of chronic high-intensity 
endurance training and at the end a presentation by Dóra 
Halmi (Szeged, Hungary) on kynurenic acid against 
simulated ischemia/reoxygenation-induced cardiac cell 
damage: the possible role of mitoprotection.  
 
In parallel, session 8 entitled “Ischemia/reperfusion injury: 
novel directions’ was chaired by Drs. Kirshenbaum and 
Péter Ferdinandy (Budapest, Hungary). Both chairs began 
this session; Dr. Ferdinandy spoke on the development of 
miRNA therapeutics for cardioprotection, while Dr. 
Kirshenbaum presented on the regulation of autophagy and 
cardiac cell death pathways in the heart. There were three 
further talks in this session by Drs. Saadeh Suleiman 
(Bristol, UK) on cardiac pathology and vulnerability to 
reperfusion injury during open heart surgery; Inna 
Rabinovich-Nikitin (Winnipeg, MB, Canada) on shift work 
adversely affects myocardial autophagy and cardiac 
function following myocardial infarction and Norbert 
Szentandrássy (Debrecen, Hungary) on TRPM4 in 
ventricular myocardium, can it be a novel target in 
cardiovascular disease? The day ended with poster session 
1 with delicious refreshments served.  
 
Day 3 began with 3 parallel sessions. Session 9 entitled 
“Myocardial calcium handling” was chaired by Drs. Martin 
Morad (Charleston, SC, USA) and David Eisner 
(Manchester, UK). Dr. Morad began the session with his 
talk on calcium signaling consequences of CPVT 
mutations in caffeine and calcium binding sites of 
ryanodine receptor: evidence from CRSPR/Cas9 gene edits 
in human ipSCCMs, followed by Dr.  Eisner on calcium 
buffering in the heart: the 99% you don't see. The two other 
presentations in this session were by Drs. Antonio Zaza 
(Milan, Italy) on PLN- R14del, a controversial 
cardiomyopathy - observations from patient-derived 
cardiomyoctes and transgenic mice and Balázs Ördög 
(Leiden, Netherlands) on full control of cardiac action 
potentials by opto-electronic dynamic patch clamping.  
 
Session 10 entitled “Pathologies associated with altered 
hemodynamics” was chaired by Drs. Bohuslav Ostadal 
(Prague, Czech Republic) and Tamás Radovits (Budapest, 
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Hungary). Dr. Ostadal presented first on the developmental 
aspects of cardiac adaptation to increased work load, which 
was followed by a talk by Dr. Radovits on the investigation 
of pressure overload-induced myocardial remodeling and 
pressure unloading induced reverse remodeling in rat 
models. These talks were followed by presentations by Dr. 
Petr Ostadal (Prague, Czech Republic) on the 
hemodynamic effects of extracorporeal membrane 
oxygenation (ECMO) in cardiogenic shock and Dr. 
Christopher Dostal (Vienna, Austria) on dapagliflozin 
improves haemodynamic recovery after cardioplegic arrest 
in isolated working mouse heart.  
 
Session 11 entitled “Diabetic cardiomyopathy” was 
chaired by Dr. Belma Turan (Ankara, Turkey). 
Unfortunately, Drs. Singla (Orlando, USA) and Mraiche 

(Doha, Qatar) were unable to attend and thus there were 
only two presentations in this session. Dr. Turan spoke 
about the differential effects of the acute or chronic 
applications of GLP-1 receptor agonists on the remodeling 
of aging heart and Dr. Vladimir Zivkovic (Kragujevac, 
Serbia) spoke on hyperbaric oxygen treatment in 
maintaining of the cardiac function in insulin-treated rats 
with diabetes type 1. 
 
Session 12 entitled “Heart failure with preserved ejection 
fraction” was chaired by Drs. Róbert Halmosi (Pécs, 
Hungary) and Suresh Tyagi (Louisville, KY, USA). In this 
session, Dr. Zoltán Papp (Debrecen, Hungary) spoke on 
pharmacological venodilation to treat pulmonary 
hypertension complicating heart failure with preserved 
ejection fraction (PH-HFpEF), Dr. Tyagi spoke on remote 
ischemia mechanism of heart failure with preserved 
ejection fraction (HFpEF) and Dr. Róbert Halmosi (Pécs, 
Hungary) presented his work on the role of mitochondrial 
quality control processes in heart failure.  
 
Drs. Carol Ann Remme (Amsterdam, The Netherlands) 
and Godfrey Smith (Glasgow, UK) chaired session 13 on 

“Cardiac arrhythmias: novel mechanisms”. Dr. Remme 
spoke first on the pro-arrhythmic consequences of 
branched chain amino acid dysregulation, which was 
followed by a talk by Dr. Smith on electrophysiological 
heterogeneity in populations of ventricular cardiomyocytes 
and the consequences for the action potential response to 
specific ion channel inhibition. This session continued with 
talks by Dr. Andrew Trafford (Manchester, UK) on TRPC6 
channels as a driver of cardiac arrhythmias and Dr. Paul 
Volders (Maastricht, The Netherlands) on the importance 
of the KCNQ1 S6 region in long-QT syndrome type 1. 
 
Session 14 on “Novel targets in cardiovascular disease and 
considerations in cardiotoxicity was chaired by Drs. chairs: 
Anikó Görbe (Szeged and Budapest, Hungary) and Milos 
Stojiljkovic (Banja Luka, Bosnian Serb Republic BIH). Dr. 

Görbe spoke on hidden cardiotoxicity - cardiac safety 
testing in ischemic and comorbid conditions: development 
of preclinical test platforms. This presentation was 
followed with a talk by Dr. Paramjit Tappia (Winnipeg, 
MB, Canada) on the dual role of phospholipase C isozymes 
during ischemia-reperfusion injury in the heart, Dr. Attila 
Kiss (Vienna, Austria) on investigating the cardiac side 
effects of cancer and cancer associated cachexia in mice 
and Dr. Stojiljković on organophosphate-induced 
cardiovascular changes in mammals. A break for lunch 
followed at the conclusion of these sessions.   
 
The afternoon sessions began with session 15 entitled 
“Cardiac and vascular remodeling” and was chaired by 
Drs. Róbert Sepp (Szeged, Hungary) and Georgios 
Kararigas (Reykjavík, Iceland). Dr. Kararigas opened this 
session with his presentation on sex-biased responses in 
cardiac remodeling, which was followed by a presentation 
by Dr. Sepp on the genetic landscape of hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy in Hungary. The session continued with 
talks by Dr. Péter Bencsik (Szeged, Hungary) on novel 
targets for volume overload induced LV hypertrophy; Dr.  
Dávid Nagy (Budapest, Hungary) on the decompensation 

Dr. Ravingerova (C) receiving Bohuslav Ostadal 
Award Award from Drs. Pierce (L) and Baczkó (R) 

Dr. Jakovljevic (C) receiving Jan Slezak Award from 
Drs. Pierce (L) and Baczkó (R) 
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of systolic function in pressure overload-induced left 
ventricular myocardial hypertrophy is associated with 
unique microRNA expression profile and ended with a talk 
by Dr. Ghassan Bkaily (Sherbrooke, QC, Canada) on 
taurine and high salt-induced vascular smooth muscle 
remodeling. 
 
Session 16 entitled “Myocardial conditioning and 
cardioprotection” was chaired by Drs. Ricardo Gelpi 

(Buenos Aires, Argentina) and Ágnes Végh (Szeged, 
Hungary). The first talk of this session was by Dr. Gelpi on 
the molecular basis of myocardial remote ischemic 
preconditioning, which was then followed by talks by Dr. 
Tanya Ravingerova (Bratislava, Slovakia) on physical 
exercise as a form of non-ischemic conditioning potential 
molecular mechanisms of cardioprotection, Dr. Frantisek 
Kolar (Prague, Czech Republic) on excess ischemic 
arrhythmias may protect against myocardial infarction, Dr. 
Zoltán Giricz (Budapest, Hungary) on extracellular 
vesicles in cardioprotection and ended with a talk by Dr. 
Milan Ivanov (Belgrade, Serbia) on the effects of NADPH 
oxidase blockade and hyperbaric oxygen preconditioning 
on 4-HNE, NGAL, and HO-1 tissue expression in 
postischemic acute kidney injury induced in spontaneously 
hypertensive rats.  
 
Drs. Ferenc Gallyas (Pécs, Hungary) and Vladimir 
Jakovljevic (Kragujevac, Serbia) chaired session 17 on the 
topic of “Mitochondrial function and oxidative stress. Dr. 
Jakovljevic started the session with his talk on the 
association of oxidative stress and periapical lesions in 
hypertensive rats. Dr. Gallyas then presented on 
repurposing of desethylamiodarone for cancer therapy. 
These lectures were then followed by talks by Dr. Márta 
Sárközy (Szeged, Hungary) on the effects of the 
preimplantation factor on the development of radiation-
induced heart disease in a rat model, and Dr. Oana Maria 

Aburel (Timisoara, Romania) on the targeting 
mitochondria with methylene blue in human epicardial 
adipose tissue. These sessions were followed by Poster 
Session II. During this session delicious snacks and 
refreshments were provided. Day 3 culminated with an 
outstanding gala dinner and awards ceremony at a premier 
restaurant.  
 
Dr. Dhalla presided over the presentation of the following 

IACS awards. The Bohuslav Ostadal Award for Excellence 
in Cardiovascular Sciences was presented to Dr. Tania 
Ravingerova, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava, 
Slovakia; the Jan Slezak Award for excellence in 
Cardiovascular Sciences was presented to Dr. Vladimir 
Jakovljevic, University of Kragujevac, Serbia; the Andras 
Varro Award for Excellence in Cardiovascular Sciences to 
Dr. Ricardo Gelpi, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina 
and the Norman Alpert Award for Established 
Investigators in Cardiovascular Sciences to Dr. Frantisek 
Kolar, Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, Czech 
Republic.  
 
In addition, the IACS Lifetime Achievement Award was 
presented to Dr. István Baczkó, Conference Chair; 
Distinguished Service Award to Dr. Peter Bencsik, 
Conference Vice Chair, and to Dr. Norbert Nagy, 
Conference Secretary.  
 
The Naranjan Dhalla Award was presented to Dr. Dragan 
Djuric, IACS promoter and member of the IACS Executive 
Council and the Howard Morgan Award was presented to 
Dr. Andras Varro, President IACS-European Section. 
Although not in attendance, Dr. CC. Kartha, Past President 
of IACS India Section was recognized as the recipient of 
the James Willerson Award. The awards ceremony ended 
with the presentation of 2 awards for each of the poster 
sessions named after Dr. Attila Ziegelhöffer and Karl 
Werdan.      

Dr. Gelpi (2nd from right) receiving Andras 
Varro Award from Drs. Pierce (L), Varro (2nd 

left)  and Baczkó (R) 

Dr. Kolar (C) receiving Norman Alpert Award from 
Drs. Pierce (L) and Baczkó (R) 
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Day 4 of the meeting continued with two parallel sessions. 
Session 18 and 19. Session 18 entitled “Novel targets in 
cardiovascular disease” was chaired by Drs. Devendra 
Agrawal (Pomona, CA, USA) and Attila Tóth (Debrecen, 
Hungary). Dr. Ildikó Bock-Marquette (Pécs, Hungary) 
began the session with a talk on enhancing cardiac 
regenerative therapies by reminding the adult heart on its 
embryonic state, which was followed by a presentation by  
Dr. Agrawal on novel therapeutic approach to prevent 
maturation failure of arteriovenous fistula, Dr. Tóth on 
direct cardiac myosin activators: positive inotropy with 
potential side effects.  
 

Session 19 on “Basic cardiac electrophysiology was 
chaired by Drs. Thomas Jespersen (Copenhagen, 
Denmark) and Norbert Nagy (Szeged, Hungary). Dr. 
Jespersen spoke first on compromised cardiac 
electrophysiology caused by simulated obstructive sleep 
apnea in a porcine model. This talk was then followed by 
talks by Drs. Balázs Horváth (Debrecen, Hungary) on the 
dynamics of the late sodium current under the action 
potential in canine, guinea pig and human left ventricular 
cardiomyocytes and Nagy on the role of the reverse 

Na+/Ca2+ exchanger and the Ca2+-dependent K+-current in 
sinus-node pacemaking. 
 
The session and the conference was closed by remarks and 
expressions of gratitude by Dr. István Baczkó as well as by 
the new President of the European Section of the IACS, Dr. 
Vladimir Jakovljevic. The meeting was attended by a large 
number of leading cardiovascular researchers from all over 
the world. Including from Argentina, Austria, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Poland, 
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, The Netherlands, 
Turkey, the UK and the USA.  

 
This meeting provided an excellent opportunity for all 
participants to exchange their scientific ideas, renew the 
existing and forge new friendships and at the same time 
enjoy the hospitality of Szeged, Hungary. Special 
acknowledgment is also extended to the contributions and 
sponsorship of the meeting by the IACS, National Research 
Development and Innovation Office, Hungarian Society of 
Cardiology, Zeiss, Akronom, Innova, and IronMaas 
Consulting.  

Drs. Baczkó (Left panel), Bencsik (Centre panel) and Nagy Receiving Lifetime Achievement and 
Distinguished Service Award from Dr. Dhalla  

Dr. Djuric (C) receiving Noranjan Dhalla  Award 
from Drs. Pierce (L) and Baczkó (R) 

Dr. Varro (C) receiving Howard Morgan Award from 
Drs. Pierce (L) and Baczkó (R) 
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World Heart Day Marked at the DPSRU, New Delhi, India 
 

  

 
Mukesh Nandave 

Department of Pharmacology, Delhi Pharmaceutical Sciences and Research University (DPSRU), New Delhi, India 
E-mail: mukeshnandave@gmail.com 

 
Delhi Pharmaceutical Sciences and Research University, 
New Delhi celebrated the World Heart Day on 29th Sept in 
association with Society for Promotion and Research of 
Cardiovascular Sciences (SPARCS) and International 
Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences (IACS)-India section. 
Observing the increasing and alarming statistics of 
cardiovascular diseases globally, the aim of this program was 
to spread awareness about heart health significance for a 
healthy life and how to keep heart healthy with few small and 
smart steps. DPSRU organized a camp with free access to 
heart and lung health check-up in collaboration with Delhi 
Heart and Lung Institute (DHLI) and Rotary Club Delhi 
Central. The health Check-up camp was inaugurated in the 
presence of Vice Chancellor, DPSRU; Registrar, DPSRU; 
Rtn. Sanjay Agarwal (President, Rotary Club Delhi Central); 
Director, SPS, DPSRU, all the dignitaries invited and 
faculties, DPSRU.  

To mark this event, balloon releasing ceremony with Heart-
Walk campaign took place successfully in campus executed 
by Prof. Ramesh K. Goyal, Vice Chancellor, DPSRU & 
President, IACS (India Section) under the co-ordination of Dr. 
Mukesh Nandave, Associate Professor, DPSRU & Secretary 
General, IACS (India Section) Beautiful heart health 
messages and slogans with smart exercise practices, in heart 
health benefit were shared by most of the participants during 
the Heart Walk. Heart to Heart talks by Cardiologists was 
delivered to impart knowledge about heart health significance 
for a healthy life and various measures to get a healthy heart.  

 

The program started with lamp lighting followed by 
DPSRU song. Addressing about the event and purpose 
behind, Prof. Ramesh K Goyal, Vice Chancellor, DPSRU 
stated the significance to observe the World Heart Day 
around the globe and he appealed people to adopt healthy 
lifestyle. 
 
During his talk Dr. Kamal K Sethi, Chairman, Cardiologist, 
DHLI well explained the alarming signs and symptoms 
related to heart health risks along with various measures 
towards management of good heart health and driving 
actions to negate the risk factors impact on heart health. 
Heart-healthy life style changes like eating healthy, getting 
more physically active, quitting smoking are some measure 
smart steps towards achieving a healthy heart.  Dr. Rama 
Kant Yadava, Associate Prof., Cardiology from All India 
Institute of Ayurveda, New Delhi narrated the holistic 
approach of Ayurveda in Cardiovascular disease 
management.  

It’s possible to prevent Heart Diseases by keeping balance 
of 3 doshas and 7 Dhatus as per Ayurvedic approaches. Dr. 
Yadava enlightened us with the significance of balanced diet 
following heart health maintenance. For that we need mix of 
healthy foods like fruits, vegetables, whole grains, proteins, 
fat-free or low-fat dairy products, and oils. Addressing his 
vote of thanks, Dr. Mukesh Nandave, DPSRU narrated that 
the theme behind The World Heart Day was to tell people 
world wide to make a promise, "for my heart, for your heart, 
for all our hearts”, a promise as an individual to cook and 
eat more healthily, to do more exercise and encourage 
youngsters to be more active, to say no to smoking.” With 
this beautiful heartfelt message, the talk session come to an 
end by paying tribute to Nation with National Anthem. 

Lighting of ceremonial lamp for the opening of the event. 
In picture: Group photo of the meeting Drs. Mukesh 

Nandave and Ramesh Goyal 
Group photo of some of the attendees 

mailto:mukeshnandave@gmail.com
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Report on the 1st International Conference of European Academy for 
Molecular Hydrogen Research in Biomedicine   

 
 

 
Branislav Kura 

Centre of Experimental Medicine, v. v. i., Institute for Heart Research 
Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava, Slovak Republic 

Email: branislav.kura@savba.sk 
 

The 1st Conference of the European Academy for 
Molecular Hydrogen Research in Biomedicine was held 
on October 17 – 20 at the Congress Center of Slovak 
Academy of Sciences in Smolenice Castle, Slovakia. The 
meeting was organized by European Academy for 
Molecular Hydrogen Research in Biomedicine and 
Institute for Heart Research of Centre of Experimental 
Medicine, Slovak Academy of Sciences in cooperation 
with International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences, 
International Society for Adaptive Medicine, Ministry of 
Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak 
Republic, and other institutions in Slovakia.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The theme of the meeting was „Hydrogen in 
Biomedicine”. The aim of this scientific meeting was to 
bring together the top scientists, research fellows and 
trainees from all over the world to participate in this 
scientific forum. During the entire 4 days, 90 participants 
from 15 countries around the world took part, including 
Canada, USA, East Jerusalem, Slovakia, Czechia, China, 
Japan, Russia, Ukraine, United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, Republic of Serbia, Republic of Korea, and 
India.  
 

The conference featured a total of 42 lectures divided into 
10 scientific sessions and 15 poster presentations. An 
online session with 11 lectures was also an important part 
of the scientific program. All these presentations were 
focused on the pluripotent effect of molecular hydrogen 
on health, cardio protection, cardiometabolic diseases, 
oxidative stress, molecular genetics, prevention, 
regeneration, heart failure, nutrition, ageing, COVID-19 
treatment, applied aspects in cardiovascular health care 
delivery and many other biological effects. The entire 
course of the conference was broadcast live on the 
website of co-organizer Intercedu.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

There is a lot of interest in the video recording from the 
conference even till now. The combination of excellent 
speakers, thematic symposia, and the meeting place itself 
offered a great scientific program and a pleasant 
atmosphere.  Despite the tight scientific schedule, there 
was enough space for fruitful and stimulating 
discussions.  As can be seen from the numerous letters 
and statements of the participants, the conference was 
considered the best conference in the last decade, both 
from a scientific and social points of view. 
 

The participants with the main organizers. From the left prof. Shigeo Ohta, prof. Jan 
Slezak, Dr. Barbora Kalocayova, prof. Naranjan S. Dhalla, and Dr. Branislav Kura 

mailto:branislav.kura@savba.sk
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The European Academy for Molecular Hydrogen 
research in Biomedicine was established in August 2021 
with the main goal of connecting and establishing 
collaborations between scientists engaged in molecular 
hydrogen research in Europe.  

The Academy will also support for research and 
development projects in the field of healthcare, 
monitoring and ensuring the correct interpretation of 
molecular hydrogen research, or organization of 
seminars, symposia, conferences, and congresses. 

Oxidative stress, which arises because of dyshomeostasis 
between reactive oxygen species (ROS) and the 
antioxidant system, has recently been shown to be the 
common denominator of most cardiovascular diseases. 
Molecular hydrogen (H2), due to its unique physical and 
chemical properties, provides a number of benefits for 
alleviating oxidative stress. H2 may be superior to 
conventional antioxidants because it can selectively 
reduce ●OH radicals while preserving important ROS 
that are otherwise used for normal cell signaling.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

European Academy for Molecular Hydrogen 
 Research in Biomedicine 
Institute for Heart Research 

Pavilion of Medical Sciences Slovak Academy  
of Sciences 

Bratislava, Slovak Republic 
Mobile: 00421 908 166 987     

Email: branislav.kura@savba.sk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Participants in the Smolenice conference on 
molecular hydrogen research organized by prof. Jan 

Slezak, Branislav Kura and Barbora Kalocayova. 
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Academy Pays Highest Tribute to Dr. Asher Kimchi: A Visionary and Leader 
in Preventive Cardiology and Founder of Preventive and  

Consultative Heart Center of Excellence 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
It is with profound sadness that we share that our colleague 
and friend, Asher Kimchi, MD, passed away on Friday, 
October 7, 2022, leaving behind an indelible legacy within 
the Cedars-Sinai community. 
 
Dr. Kimchi was born in Tel Aviv, Israel, to loving parents, 
Yaacov Kimchi and Rivka Kimchi. His family emigrated 
from Poland to Israel, where Asher was raised. Dr. Kimchi 
received his medical degree from Hebrew University, 
Hadassah Medical School in Jerusalem. In 1972 he enlisted 
in the Israeli Air Force as a Flight Surgeon and was 
promoted to Commander of the Israeli Aero Medical 
Evacuation Unit. While serving in the Israeli Air Force, he 
received the military rank of Major. Shortly after that, Dr. 
Kimchi completed his Cardiology Fellowship at Hadassah 
Medical Center in Jerusalem, followed by a residency in 
Internal Medicine at the University of California, Davis. 
He then completed two fellowships at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center in Los Angeles: Cardiology-Clinical 
Research and Critical Care. In 1983, he became Attending 
Physician in the Division of Cardiology at Cedars-Sinai. 
 
Dr. Kimchi was a devoted member of the Faculty and 
Medical Staff at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center for almost 
four decades. Throughout his tenure with Cedars, Asher 

was a fixture of leadership within the Department of 
Medicine, the Smidt Heart Institute, and the Department of 
Cardiology. He served as Clinical Chief of the Division of 
Cardiology at Cedars-Sinai, Vice-Clinical Chief of the 
Department of Medicine, and Medical Director at the 
Smidt Heart Institute. He also served as one of the founders 
and the Co-Medical Director of the Preventive and 
Consultative Heart Center of Excellence. His dedication to 
the medical center led him to serve on several hospital-
initiated committees, including participating as a member 
of the Cardiology Performance Improvement Committee, 
Medical Executive Committee, Chief of Staff Advisory 
Committee, Code of Conduct Committee, and several 
critical nominating committees. 
 
As a devoted Cardiologist, Asher was well-regarded for his 
ability to provide comprehensive cardiology care, 
emphasizing the prevention of heart disease. He genuinely 
cared about the well-being of all his patients, treating them 
as if they were his own family. Dr. Kimchi also managed 
to conduct his own research when not seeing patients or 
participating in institutional committees. His most recent 
research focused on managing patients hospitalized with 
decompensated heart failure. The research involves 
designing and evaluating interventions to improve the care 
transition from hospital to home to reduce readmissions 
and potentially improve morbidity and mortality. 
 
Dr. Kimchi was a stalwart figure within many prominent 
professional societies and organizations in the field of 
Cardiology. He founded the International Academy of 
Cardiology in 1998. Additionally, Asher served as a 
Medical Advisory Board Member of the Heart Foundation, 
Board of Directors Member of the Save A Heart 
Foundation, Board of Directors Member of the ACC 
California Chapter, and Board of Directors Member of the 
AHA Greater Los Angeles Affiliate. He was an active 
member of the American College of Physicians, the 
American Heart Association, the American College of 
Cardiology, and the International Academy of 
Cardiovascular Sciences. In 2019, Dr. Kimchi was honored 
with the “Lifetime Achievement Award in Cardiovascular 
Science, Medicine, and Surgery” from the International 
Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences. 
 
Amidst all his incredible professional accolades, Asher 
made it clear to all his colleagues that his most significant 
personal accomplishments were being a father and 
grandfather to his children and grandchildren and husband 

Dr. Asher Kimchi 
1946-2022 
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to his loving wife. He relished in every opportunity to 
spend time with his family and cherished the lifetime 
memories created from these special moments. 
 
Asher’s passing not only leaves a void in our professional 
lives but a hole in our hearts. Asher’s life was spent in 
service and dedication to his family, patients, colleagues, 
and the broader Cedars-Sinai community. As Asher’s 
colleagues, we have been most privileged to have been the 
beneficiaries of his expertise, dedication, and friendship. 
His well-lived life and career is an inspiration for us all. He 
will be sorely missed, but he has left his indelible mark on 
our lives and institution, which will never be forgotten. Dr. 
Kimchi’s funeral and Shiva services were held in Israel. 
 
“Dr. Kimchi leaves behind an indelible Cedars-Sinai 
legacy,” said Shlomo Melmed, Executive Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, distinguished professor of Medicine and 
dean of the medical faculty at Cedars-Sinai. “For 40 years, 
he was a highly accomplished and devoted cardiology 
faculty leader, teacher, clinician, role model and 
investigator. He was dedicated to his family, patients, 
colleagues, trainees and staff, coupled with his utmost 
devotion and loyalty to Cedars-Sinai. We will sorely miss 
his wise counsel, professional expertise and wonderful 
friendship. The empty void will be enduring”. 
 
“Dr. Kimchi pushed himself to be as perfect as he could be 
in everything he did and to always do the right thing,” said 
friend and colleague Daniel S. Berman, MD, co-director of 
the Preventive and Consultative Heart Center of 
Excellence at Smidt Heart Institute. “A wise man, he knew 
the complexity of human beings, but saw the good in 
everyone and without fail judged to the side of merit. He 
was warm, kind and caring. A loving husband, father, 
grandfather, friend and physician, Dr. Kimchi was a 
mensch, a model human being. His passing is a devastating 
loss to all of us who knew him. 

“Dr. Kimchi’s passing is a devastating loss to his family, 
his patients and our physician community,” said Marc A. 
Edelstein, Cedars-Sinai chief of staff. “To say that he was 
both a leader and a legend here is a vast understatement. 
He will be deeply missed”.  

“Dr. Kimchi was indefatigable. Second only to his devotion 
to his family, Kimchi’s passion was his medical career. He 
had a busy private practice of cardiology for forty years. 
Dr. Kimchi was a superb, caring physician. He loved 
taking care of his patients, always there for them at any 
time, for as long as they needed”, as remembered by Dr. 
Jawahar Mehta, Stebbins Chair in Cardiology, 
Distinguished Professor, University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences.  
 
Yochai Birnbaum, Professor of Medicine and John S. Dunn 
Chair in Cardiology Research and Education, Baylor 
College of Medicine said “Dr. Kimchi pushed himself to be 
as perfect as he could be in everything he did and to always 
do the right thing. He was warm, kind, and caring with 
everyone. Loving husband, father, grandfather, friend and 
physician”. 
 
Professor Asher Kimchi was a rare breed of people, who 
have been devoted to serve the International Community of 
Cardiology,” said Dr. Naranjan S. Dhalla, Distinguished 
Professor at the University of Manitoba. “His commitment 
and passion to promote the scientific basis for the practice 
of cardiology were evident as he organized more than 20 
annual conferences of the International Academy of 
Cardiology, which were attended by 400-600 
cardiologists, cardiovascular scientists, interns and 
residents as well as graduate students from all over the 
world. I was fortunate to help him and his wife Becky to 
associate with him as a Member of the Executive Scientific 
Committee and to organize scientific sessions under the 
Section on Basic and Molecular Cardiology. He told me 
how much he and Becky enjoyed their visit to India, 
“Dream Became True”, when he was invited to address a 
conference of the India Section of the IACS in New Delhi 
in February 2020. Indeed, he was an incredible individual 
with superior human qualities and he will be remembered 
with great respects by the International Cardiovascular 
Community for a very long time”.    
 
Excerpts of this tribute are adapted from Cedars Sinai 
(https://www.cedars-sinai.org/newsroom/asher-
kimchi-md-1946-2022/) 
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Academy Pays a High Tribute to Dr. Jos Lamers 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Prof. Dr. Joseph (Jos) Marcellinus Johannes Lamers (1946-
2022) was from 1971 at the Erasmus University in 
Rotterdam and from 1994 special professor in the 
biochemistry of cardiovascular diseases in particular 
membrane-bound functions. Jos Lamers was born on 2 
June 1946 in Roermond and studied there. In 1964 he 
obtained a degree in HBS-B at the Episcopal College in 
Roermond. In the same year he started studying chemistry 
at the then Catholic University in Nijmegen. In 1971, he 
received his doctoral degree in biochemistry. In addition to 
his studies, he worked as a teacher of chemistry in 
secondary schools from 1969 to 1971. 
 
In 1971 he was appointed as a scientific assistant at the 
Department of Biochemistry of the Medical Faculty in 
Rotterdam. On 1 October 1975 he obtained his doctorate in 
medicine with a dissertation entitled ‘Pyruvate metabolism 
and transport in intestinal epithelium’. Promotor was Prof. 
Dr. W.C. Hülsmann. The thesis is available digitally via the 
website of Erasmus University and contains a short 
biography until 1975. 
 
In May 1994 he was appointed extraordinary professor at 
the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences by the 
Association of Trust Fund Erasmus University Rotterdam. 
He was the first professor of biochemistry of 
cardiovascular diseases and was responsible for giving 
lectures on biochemistry. On 8 December he accepted the 
office with the speech "Biochemistry of heart failure - The 
compensation already decompensation?" The state of play 
of the biochemistry of heart failure is set out in detail. The 
reason is available digitally via the Erasmus University 
website. 
 

Scientific publications of Lamers and his research group 
are partly available as Open Access via the Erasmus 
University Repository. A list of 69 publications between 
1975 and 2011 is included. Together with colleague Pieter 
D. Verdouw he compiled the proceedings ‘Biochemistry of 
Signal Transduction in Myocardium’ of an international 
symposium that was held from 30 June to 1 July 1995 in 
Rotterdam. The book was published in Boston in 1996. Jos 
Lamers was married and had two children. He lived in 
Krimpen aan den IJssel and died on 1 June 2022.   

 

Excerpts taken from: 
https://chg.kncv.nl/geschiedenis/biografieen/l/lamers%
2C-j.m.j and translated to English with Google 
translator. Photos courtesy of Dr. Balwant Tuana, 
University of Ottawa, Canada, who described Dr. Lamers 
as a “dear friend, great scientist, energetic and fabulous 
human being”.   
 
Dr. Naranjan Dhalla, Distinguished Professor at the 
University of Manitoba said that “he was sad to learn that 
Prof. Jos Lamers has passed away. It is indeed a terrible 
loss for the cardiovascular community as he was an 
outstanding scientist. I had the opportunity to associate 
with him closely as he spent one year with us as Visiting 
Professor in our Department. He was a great human being 
and his friendly nature enabled him to develop long lasting 
relationships with several members of the Experimental 
Cariology Laboratory. We will miss him and wish to extend 
our sincere condolences to his family and his wife, Tilly, 
who accompanied him during his stay in Winnipeg, 
Canada”.    

Dr. Jos MJ Lamers 
1946-2022 

Dr. Lamers with his wife Tilly 
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The University of Banja Luka: Premier Institute for Higher Education  
and Science in the Republic of Srpska and the Second Largest University  

in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
 

 
 
The University of Banja Luka is the leading higher 
education and scientific institution in the Republic of 
Srpska and the second largest university in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Prior to its establishment on 7 November 
1975, there were several colleges and faculties formed in 
this area. When it was established, the University 
comprised five faculties (Electrical Engineering, 
Technology, Mechanical Engineering, Law and 
Economics) and three junior colleges. The Faculty of 
Medicine was established in 1978, and other faculties later: 
Agriculture and Forestry in 1992, Philosophy in 1994. 
Architecture and Civil Engineering in 1996, Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics in 1996, Academy of Arts in 
1999, Faculty of Physical Education and Sport in 2001, 
Philology, Political Science and Mining Engineering in 
2009, and the Faculty of Security Science in 2017. Today, 
the University of Banja Luka comprises 16 faculties, the 
Academy of Arts and the Institute of Genetic Resources. 

Classes are offered in 66 first-cycle study programmes, 64 
second-cycle study programmes (and two combined study 
programmes), and 13 third-cycle study programmes (and 
one combined study programme). Most of the study 
programmes follow the three-cycle model of 4+1+3, while 
some faculties follow the 3+2+3 model as well. At the 
University of Banja Luka there are currently around 15 000 
students from all parts of the Republic of Srpska, but also 
from abroad. Most faculties of the University of Banja 
Luka are placed in two university campuses, situated near 
the banks of the Vrbas river, near the city centre. The 
campuses include student dormitories with cafeterias, 
sports courts, student clubs and the University Computer 
Centre. The University of Banja Luka has all the requisite 
space, from classrooms and halls, through reading rooms 
and libraries, to laboratories and computer rooms. 

There is around 16 000 m2 of classroom area, and around 
10,000 m2 of laboratory area. Most classrooms are 
equipped with video projectors and computers for viewing 
digital content. The University also has 20 computer rooms 
with non-stop access to broadband internet. The 
University's libraries hold over 200 000 books and are 
subscribed to a large number of scientific magazines. Since 
2007, the University of Banja Luka has functioned as an 
integrated university, with its faculties, the Academy of 
Arts and the Institute of Genetic Resources as members. 
The University is governed by the Steering Board, the 
Senate and the rector. The University’s highest academic 

body is the Senate. Pursuant to provisions of Article 53 of 
the Law adopted mid-2020, the Senate comprises the 
rector, vice-rectors, deans of the University’s members and 
the director of the Institute of Genetic Resources, as well 
as student representatives. Under the previous legislation, 
the composition of the Senate was different. It used to 
comprise nine members: one delegate from the ranks of 
academic staff from each member of the University, six 
student representatives, the rector and four vice-rectors. In 
accordance with the Statute of the University in Banja 
Luka, the rector represents the University and is 
responsible for lawful and efficient business activities of 
the University. The rector of the University of Banja Luka 
is prof. Radoslav Gajanin, PhD, full professor at the 
Faculty of Medicine. He was appointed as acting rector on 
11 November 2017, and then elected as rector of the 
University on 21 March 2018. Professor Gajanin was 
appointed for the new mandate period 2022-2026, on 29 
November 2021. 

Future development vision 
The 2017-2025 Development Strategy of the University of 
Banja Luka sets out strategic goals in areas of scientific 
research, the academic process, international cooperation, 
transfer of knowledge and technology into the economy, 
and financial self-sufficiency. The University achieves 
European standards and contributes to the overall 
improvement of knowledge, and through science, research, 
internationalization and innovation, improves the teaching 
process and stimulates the economic growth of the society. 
The University educates the future workforce, 
internationally competent in all scientific fields, capable to 
meet the demands of modern regional economy with 
expertise and quality. 
 
The University promotes the highest international quality 
standards in science, research and education as the 
foundation of a successful teaching process and self-
sufficiency. It is focused on integration into the European 
Research area (ERA) and adoption of good practices of the 
European Higher Education Area (EHEA). It educates 
future leaders and competent experts, thus taking on special 
responsibility in the development of the Republic of 
Srpska. The University promotes a society of high moral 
values, ethics and tolerance, building scientific, 
educational and cultural bridges within Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, in the region and across the world. 
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General strategic principles 
The University should be a reflection of the Republic of 
Srpska, creating and promoting science, research, 
innovation and culture, significant to the identity of the 
people who have been living on these lands for centuries. 
Without an awareness of identity and culture, without a 
clear connection between science and higher education, 
there can be no economic development in these areas. The 
University needs to develop further and be better 
positioned in global ranking lists. The University can only 
develop at the pace at which its employees adopt new 
findings, scientific thought, global trends in science, 
technology, innovation and their application in the teaching 
process. Science and research are sources of knowledge, 
they are at the core of education and prerequisite to the self-
sufficiency of higher education, as well as to the socio-
economic and civilizational development of society. 
 
Keywords in the development of the University for the 
future are: scientific research, quality of the teaching 
process, student-oriented, internationalization, transfer of 
knowledge and technology, functional integration, self-
sufficiency. The University needs a new relationship 
between education and development, based on a new 
culture of research and development. The purpose of the 
University is to create added value: for researchers and 
academic staff through the production of knowledge and 
research; for students through integration of new 
knowledge into modern study programmes; for all of 
society through the transfer of knowledge and technology 
into the economy. Therefore, the development of human 
resources as instigators and bearers of change in the 
process of building a better University is one of our most 
significant strategic goals. The University must become a 
magnet for distinguished international experts, who will be 
able to gather creative people with alternative ideas, 
experts who will encourage optimism and build trust 
among our universities. That way, the University can pave 
the way for broader social development and serve as a role 
model for other institutions.  

The University should bolster the reputation of the 
Republic of Srpska by establishing the best possible 
international connections and contacts and promoting 
science and art in the region and Europe overall. This 
brings about the need for every member of the University’s 
academic staff to know the world’s languages. At the same 
time, the University needs to provide free courses of the 
Serbian language for foreign students, as well as more 
study programmes taught in the English language. 

The teaching process and teaching models should promote 
the concept of student-oriented classes, with clearly set and 
defined learning outcomes, which should reflect the needs 
of the society and our economy. There should be an 

increase in the number of enrolled students and those who 
complete first-cycle studies, especially those that find 
employment right after they finish. Persons with good 
higher education are the best investment for the future. 
They are welcome in their own environment, but at the 
same time they are the best ambassadors abroad.  

Further, additional efforts should be made to improve the 
University’s ranking, in line with its human and material 
resources and academic quality. In the near future we need 
to strive towards continually improving the working 
process and education quality, while meeting international 
evaluation norms and criteria. We need to maintain the 
University’s autonomy and ensure its further development. 
This is one of the most important tasks of the society and 
of the Republic of Srpska. Also, we need to advocate for 
democratic decision-making procedures at the University, 
relying on those with the most relevant knowledge and 
experience. We need to ensure full employee awareness, 
free and open discussion and critical dialogue, while 
showing respect for differing opinions. What lies ahead is 
to invest into equipment, as well as into human resources - 
professors, teaching assistants, researchers and 
administrative staff, so that they could become the 
forerunners of the development of society and prove that 
the University of Banja Luka is synonymous with quality 
and progress. On a daily basis, the University fosters young 
generations of academic staff, working on the transfer of 
knowledge and experience of the best scientists and 
teachers onto younger colleagues. It is a place where the 
principal standards in higher education and science are 
promoted the most. A major segment of activities must be 
focused on seeking international investment and 
programme funds, credit organizations and investors for 
the University’s infrastructure. 

About the Faculty of Medicine 
The Faculty of Medicine was established on 17 March 
1978 at the initiative of the University of Banja Luka, with 
the aim to educate university degree experts holding the 
professional title of doctor of medicine. The first lecture 
was given on 15 November 1978.  Since then, the Faculty 
of Medicine of the University of Banja Luka has evolved 
with a range of new study programs. 
 
In addition to the integrated study programs (Medicine, 
Dentistry, Pharmacy) the following new study programs 
have been licenced: Midwifery, Physiotherapy, Nursing, 
Sanitary Engineering, Medical Laboratory Diagnostics, 
Radiological Technology, Master of Health Studies, and a 
new course of the Master of Health Studies – Child and 
Youth Mental Health. 
 
Currently, the Faculty of Medicine has all three cycles of 
studies – nine study programs on the bachelor level, the 
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second cycle of studies – Master of Health Studies, as well 
as the third cycle of studies – Biomedical Sciences.  
 
A significant number of lecturers invited and visiting 
professors from the country and abroad are included in 
postgraduate education, thus the conditions have been 
created for students to get introduced to the novelties and 
contemporary trends in medicine. In the last few years, the 
Faculty has paid significant attention to the expansion of 
space, technical equipment and staff training, in order to 
enable the provision of contemporary expertise.  
 
A special reference should be made regarding the modern 
cabinet for clinical skills, where students have the 
opportunity to practice on robotised models and master the 
practical skills needed for clinical work, as well as the 
digitised package “Anatom-E”, which allows students to 
learn the constitution and the structure of the human body 
in a modern and innovative way. Alongside its educational 
and teaching role, the Faculty has also developed special 
sub-organisational units such as the Centre for Specialist 
Studies and Continuing Education, Dental Clinic, the 
Medical Specialist Centre and the Centre for Biomedical 
Research.  
 

Centre for Biomedical Research 
Centre for Biomedical Research is an integral part of the 
Faculty of Medicine of the University of Banja Luka, 
where scientific research is conducted and where the 
improvement of scientific research is encouraged.  
 
The Centre essentially trains students for scientific 
research, which makes the basis for publishing in scientific 
journals, participating in scientific projects and perfecting 
in teaching assistant and teaching professions. 

In this Centre, candidates have the opportunity to work 
with a mentor on research projects (or clinical studies), 
conduct independent research, present results of their own 
research at scientific conferences and publish results in 
reference scientific journals. The plan for the work of the 
Centre also includes cooperation with other research 
laboratories. 
 
The main mission of the Centre is to educate future 
researchers in the independent and creative application of 
scientific knowledge, specific to certain scientific research 
areas. By establishing the Centre, conditions have been met 
for researchers to apply for various research projects and to 
associate with similar institutions in the country and 
abroad. In addition, the Centre provides the opportunity for 
research for the students of doctoral studies.  

During his visit Dr. Dhalla gave a lecture “Mechanisms for 
the Loss of Adrenergic Support in Heart Failure” to the 
Faculty of Medicine as well as staff, fellows and students 
of the Biomedical Centre of the University of Banja Luka 
and several cardiologists. He expressed his heart felt 
gratitude to Prof. Ranko Skrbic, Dean, Prof. Milos 
Stojiljkovic, Vice Dean of the Faculty of Medicine for 
inviting him to their institute. 

 
  

Some Faculty with Dr. Dhalla at the Centre for 
Biomedical Research. L to R: Dr. Dusko Vulic, 

Cardiologist, Banja Luka, the Republic of Srpska, 
Bosnian and Herzegovina, Dr. Milan Nedeljkovic, 

Cardiologist Belgrade, Serbia; Dr. Ranko Skrbic and Dr. 
Milos Stojiljkovic both also from Banja Luka, the 

Republic of Srpska, Bosnian and Herzegovina. 

Dr. Dhalla giving lecture at the Centre for 
Biomedical Research 



 
 
 

CV Network Vol 21. No. 4 December 2022                                                     www.heartacademy.org                          25 
 

 
 

Czech Cardiovascular Research and Innovation Days 2022 
 

 
 

Petr Ostadal 
Department of Cardiology 

Cardiovascular Center, Na Homolce Hospital 
Prague, Czech Republic 

E-mail: ostadal.petr@gmail.com 
 
Czech Society of Cardiology organized on November 28-29, 2022 in Prague (Czech Republic) the international 
conference focused primarily on the results of scientific work in all areas of cardiovascular research “Czech 
Cardiovascular Research and Innovation Days 2022”. The meeting brought together the top scientists, clinical and 
experimental cardiologists, PhD students and research fellows. The attendees had the unique opportunity to discuss 
all aspects of the results of their scientific work. The conference program offered hot topic presentation of basic and 
clinical science in the field of arrhythmias, electrophysiology, myocardial ischemia, acute and chronic coronary 
syndromes, heart failure, cardiogenic shock, cardiac arrest, angiology, preventive cardiology and stroke. Among the 
more than 150 participants from five European countries and Canada, an important contribution was made by the 
exceptional scientists, members of the IACS. The Czech Society of Cardiology is grateful for the scientific support of 
the International Academy of Cardiovascular Sciences and looks forward to welcoming leading international scientists 
in Prague again next year for Czech Cardiovascular Research and Innovation Days 2023. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Members of the IACS attending the Czech 
Cardiovascular Research and Innovation Days 2022. 
L to R: Mrs. Baczko, and Drs. Baczko, Jakovljevic, 
Pierce, Dhalla, B. Ostadal, P. Ostadal and Papp 

 

Representatives of the Czech Society of Cardiology. L to 
R: Dr. Petr Ostadal, President-Elect,Dr. Ales Linhart, 

President, and Dr. Milos Taborsky, Past President 

mailto:ostadal.petr@gmail.com
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Partnering Journals of the IACS 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Canadian Journal of Physiology and 
Pharmacology 
Impact Factor: 2.273 
 
Editor:  
Dr. Lorrie A. Kirshenbaum 
 
Editorial Office: 
Canadian Science Publisher  
1840 Woodward Drive, Suite 1 
Ottawa, ON K2C 0P7 Canada 
Email: cjpp@cdnsciencepub.com  

The Journal of Cardiovascular Aging 
An Open Access Journal 
 
Editor: 
Dr. Ali J. Marian  
 
Editorial Office: 
OAE Publishing Inc. 
245 E Main Street Ste 107, 
Alhambra, CA 91801, USA 
Email: editorialoffice 
@cardiovascularaging.com; 
cardiovascularaging@gmail.com  
 
 

mailto:cjpp@cdnsciencepub.com
mailto:editorialoffice@cardiovascularaging.com
mailto:editorialoffice@cardiovascularaging.com
mailto:cardiovascularaging@gmail.com
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Heart Failure Reviews 
Impact Factor: 4.214 
 
Editors: 
Dr. Sidney Goldstein 
Dr. Hani N. Sabbah 
 
Editorial Office: 
233 Spring Street 
New York, NY 10013-1578 USA 
Email: Marjorei.Paran@springer.com 

American Journal of Cardiovascular 
Drugs 
Impact Factor: 3.283; CiteScore: 5.9 
 
Editor: 
Dr. Amitabh Prakash  
 
Editorial Office: 
Adis, Springer Healthcare 
74 Taharoto Road, Takapuna 
Auckland, 0622, New Zealand 
Email: amitabh.prakash@springer.com 
 
 

 
 

 

Readers are encouraged to 
submit original research 

articles and reviews to these 
partnering journals. 

American Journal of 
Cardiovascular Drugs 

Heart Failure Reviews 

Canadian Journal of 
Physiology and Pharmacology 

 
The Journal of  

Cardiovascular Aging 

mailto:Marjorei.Paran@springer.com
mailto:amitabh.prakash@springer.com
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Dear Colleagues, 
 

Interactions between basic and clinical researchers should be more like a 'virtuous cycle' of bench to 
bedside and back again. With the advances in genetic, molecular diagnostics and therapeutics, it is now 
essential for basic and clinical scientists to collaborate to improve patient outcomes by exploring disease 
mechanisms, therapeutic avenues and diagnostics. 
 

With this background, Centre for Advanced Research and Excellence in Heart failure–(CARE-HF) 
established under the ICMR at SCTIMST Trivandrum is organizing a confluence of heart failure 
specialists and basic scientists. This meeting is organized in association with the Heart Failure Association 
of India, and is supported by the ICMR. 
 

Organizing Team 
 

Patron Organizing Chair          Organizing Secretary 
Prof. Dr. Sanjay Behari Prof. Dr. C.C. Kartha       Prof. Dr. S. Harikrishnan 
Director SCTIMST  Former President IACS,      Chair, Council on Heart Failure, India 
  India Section 
 

Contact: 
Room Number 1212, Department of Cardiology, SreeChitra TirunalInstitute for Medical 
Sciences and Technology, (SCTIMST), Medical College Campus Trivandrum, Kerala, 
India695011.  
Email: hfaioffice@gmail.com 
Contact persons: Linda-9447058394, Reethu-9947074473 
Websites: heartfailure.org.in |www.hfai.co.in 
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INVITATION 

On behalf of the organizing committee, it gives us great pleasure to invite you to the joint 
meeting of ISHR and IACS being held from 16th – 18th February, 2023 at PGIMER, 
Chandigarh, India. This is the annual meeting of both the societies which promises to be 
an outstanding scientific event combined with an extremely rich cultural experience. 
 

The Scientific Programme Committee is already working in order to ensure a wide choice 
of lectures and symposia covering the various aspects of basic and clinical aspects of 
cardiovascular research as well as the most recent research in the field. Pre-conference 
workshop will help students to learn newer advancement of microscopy. It will be our 
endeavour to plan a scientific programme which is relevant to the needs of cardiologists, 
cardiothoracic surgeons, cardiovascular pathologists and basic research scientists with 
interest in cardiac disease. A group of eminent international and national faculty will be 
sharing their ideas and innovative techniques in this meeting. 
 

Chandigarh, the city beautiful is itself an attraction of north India. It is a modern city with 
a well planned architecture designed by a French architect, Le Carbousier It is famous for 
its world famous Rock Garden, a unique single man’s creation (Mr. Nek Chand). There 
are beautiful gardens in and around the Rose Garden and Pinjore Garden. Hill resorts of 
Morni, Kasauli, Palace of Chail, Shimla and Manali are easily drivable destinations in 
close vicinity of Chandigarh, which may be an added attraction. 
 

We are looking forward to welcoming you in February 2023. 
 
 
 

Saurabh Mehrotra                  Anupam Mittal 
Chairperson, Organizing Committee       Secretary, Organizing Committee   

       

                                 India Section of 

16th – 18th February, 2023 
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TOPICS OF SCIENTIFIC SYMPOSIUM 

 

 

 

 

 

 Genetics and Epigenetics of Cardiovascular Disease 
 Surgical, Pathological and Clinical Aspects of Heart Failure 
 Recent Developments in Diagnostics of Heart Failure 
 Cardiac Immunology 
 Cardiac Regeneration 
 New Therapies in Cardiovascular Diseases 
 Myocarditis 

INTERNATIONAL 
 

 

Grant Pierce, Canada 
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Sakthivel Saddyappan, USA 
Mary Sheppard, U.K. 
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