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Sunday, November 30, 2025

“The Gift of Waiting”

The Life and the Work of the Church

Centring Music
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Traditional, harm. by Michael Praetorius

Where Do You See Hope?

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Hope

Today is the Advent of Hope.

We light this candle to bring hope into
shadows of despair.

We light this candle as our commitment

to bringing healing into the world.

We light this candle to reveal the Way of Jesus,
the Hope of the World.

Choral Response | Am Sending You Light
(Then Let Us Sing 99)

Remain Seated
Words and Music: Melanie DeMore, 2019;Arrangement: Peter Amidon, 2022
Words and Music © 2019 Melanie DeMore; Arrangement © 2019 Peter Amidon
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

| am sending you hope to heal you, to hold you.
| am sending you hope to hold you in love.
| am sending you hope to heal you, to hold you.
| am sending you hope to hold you in love.

Advent Prayer

Hymn There’s a Voice in the Wilderness (Voices United 18)

Words: James Lewis Milligan 1925, alt.; Music: Henry Hugh Bancroft 1938
Music copyright © 1938 Henry Hugh Bancroft. Used by Permission of Eldred Bancroft.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

There's a voice in the wilderness crying,
a call from the ways untrod:

prepare in the desert a highway,

a highway for our God!

The valleys shall be exalted,

the lofty hills brought low;

make straight all the crooked places
where God, our God, may go!

O Zion, that bringest good tidings,

get thee up to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people

the coming of their King.

Like the flowers of the field they perish,
like grass our works decay;

the power and pomp of nations

shall pass, like a dream, away.

But the word of our God endureth,
whose arm is ever strong;

God stands in the midst of nations,

and soon will right the wrong.

God shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
the lambs so gently hold;

to pastures of peace will lead them,

and bring them safe to fold.



4 There's a voice in the wilderness crying,
a call from the ways untrod:
prepare in the desert a highway,
a highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted,
the lofty hills brought low;
make straight all the crooked places
where God, our God, may go!

A Time to Wonder
Anthem O Holy Christ, in Love Come Down
Words by John Parker and Music by Joel Raney
Scripture Readings Psalm 130
Isaiah 40:1-5

Reflection Rev. Al Fowler

Hymn of the Day Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
(Voices United 2)

Words: Charles Wesley 1744; Music: Psalmodia Sacra 1715
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free:
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

2 Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art,
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

3 Born thy people to deliver,;
born a child and yet a king;
born to reign in us for ever;
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4 By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.

Invitation to Offering

Offering Music O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
13th Century Plainsong, arranged by Mark Hayes

Choral Response In the Bleak Midwinter (VU 55, v.4)

Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872
Music: Gustav Theodor Holst 1906

What can | give him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
if | were a wise man, | would do my part;
yet what | can | give him - give my heart.

Offering Prayer

The Prayers for Ourselves and Others

The Lord’s Prayer

Parting Hymn Hark the Glad Sound (Voices United 29)

Words: Philip Doddridge 1738 alt.,
Music: Thomas Haweis 1792, adapt. Samuel Webbe 1808, desc. John Wilson
desc .© Hope Publishing Company
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

1 Hark, the glad sound! The Saviour comes,
the Saviour promised long:
let every heart prepare a throne,
and every voice a song.

2 He comes, the prisoners to release
in Satan’s bondage held;
the gates of brass before him burst,
and iron fetters yield.



3 He comes, the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace
to bless the humble poor.

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
your welcome shall proclaim;
and heaven’s eternal arches ring
with your beloved name.

Benediction

Rejoice in God always!

In the excitement of looking forward to Christmas,

rejoice in God always!

As we anticipate sharing time with family and friends again,
rejoice for the God of Hope is always near. Amen.

Postlude Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
by Philipp Nicolai; harmonized by J.S. Bach; arranged by Benton Price
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