
 

Parish of Saint Leonard 

  

Pastor:   Rev. Godwin Obike 

Deacon: Rev. Mr. Lorne MacNeil 

Saint Leonard Church: 3180 Mount Carmel Avenue, New Waterford 

Pastoral Office: 5310 Union Highway, River Ryan, NS B1H 1B2 

Phone: 902-862-2255      Website: www.parishofsaintleonard.com 

Email: pastoralcentre@parishofsaintleonard.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/6432928016720144 

 

 

 
 

Our Sunday Masses 
Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday 9:00 am & 11:00 am 

 

There will be no Weekday Masses until January 

14, 2026. Weekday Masses will begin on that date. 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Mondays between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
After 4:00 pm Mass on Saturday, or by appointment. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are held on the third weekend of each month. 

 

There is No Mass when school is cancelled due to 

weather. 

 

 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

January 10 & 11, 2026 

First Reading: Isaiah 42.1-4, 6-7 

Psalm: 29 

Second Reading: Acts 10.34-38 

Gospel: Matthew 3.13-17 
 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of 

Catherine Anne Poirier, Caroline Leudy, 

Jerry McCarthy, Charles Gerard 

MacDonald. May their souls and all the 

souls of the faithful departed 

through the mercy of God rest 

in peace. Amen.  
 

 

**Our Mission** To be a visible sign of the Body 
of Christ in our welcome, witness and 
celebration of all that we are as people of God. 

http://www.parishofsaintleonard.com/
mailto:pastoralcentre@parishofsaintleonard.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6432928016720144


 We Believe 
The baptism of Jesus is attested to in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The account that appears in 

Matthew is the only one to include the dialogue between Jesus and John, however. Another difference in 

Matthew’s presentation of this event is the announcement made by the voice from heaven, which says, “This 

is my beloved son . . .” In Mark and Luke, this voice addresses itself to Jesus: “You are my beloved son . . .” 

The baptisms that John performs prefigure Christian Baptism. John baptizes for repentance from sin. In 

accepting this baptism, Jesus unites himself with all sinners even though he is sinless. In Matthew’s Gospel, 

John the Baptist distinguishes his practice of baptism from the Baptism that the Messiah brings: “I am baptizing 

you with water . . . He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11). 

The baptism of Jesus is another manifestation of Christ, another epiphany. Christ’s baptism inaugurates his 

mission. In an analogous way, our Baptism inaugurates our mission as Christians. 

This Sunday marks a transition from the Christmas season to Ordinary Time. In a way, today’s feast is the high 

point of the Christmas season. Before Jesus’ birth, angels announced to Mary and to Joseph who Jesus would 

be. At his birth, the shepherds and the Magi recognize Jesus as the Messiah. At his baptism, Jesus accepts that 

he is God’s son and inaugurates that mission. 

May we live out of God’s love and join the Spirit’s work of healing, justice, and renewal. May the waters that 

touched Jesus continue to renew us as we live out God’s calling. 
 

Baptismal Preparation 

Parents who wish to have their child baptized are required 

to attend a Baptismal Preparation Session.  

To register, please contact Marian Grant at 782-777-1253 or 

capermarian1954@gmail.com.  

Baptisms are held on the third weekend of each month.  
 

Faith Formation 
Faith Formation Classes will resume on Feb. 24 from 6:30 

to 7:30 pm for ages 4 and up. 

Confirmation Preparation will begin on Feb. 24 from 7:00 

to 8:00 pm. 

Registration for Sacraments is ongoing. (First Communion 

is grade 2 and up, Confirmation is grade 8 and up.) 

Contact Marian Grant at 782-777-1253 for more 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW WATERFORD & AREA FOOD BANK 

Open Tuesdays & Fridays from 9:30 am-Noon. 

For assistance, please contact 902-862-3779. 

 

Supporting ourselves as a Parish 
New Year’s Day 

      # Envelopes             96        $1715.35 

       Loose                                   $  954.25 

       Total                                    $2669.60 

Initial Offering 

      # Envelopes             96         $1152.00 

Sunday, January 4, 2026 

      # Envelopes           161         $2889.00 
 

 

All donations for the 2025 Tax Year should be 

in by January 18, 2026.  
 

Donations to our parish are appreciated and 

can be submitted in the following ways: 

❖ Contribution Envelopes 

Envelopes can be found at the entrances of 

the church or at the Pastoral Centre. 

❖   E-Transfer: 

bookkeeper@parishofsaintleonard.com 

❖ Mail 

5310 Union Highway, River Ryan, NS  B1H 1B2 

❖   Pre-authorized Debit 

Call 902-862-2255 to arrange 

mailto:capermarian1954@gmail.com
mailto:bookkeeper@parishofsaintleonard.com


 

Upcoming Events 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

We will hold an Ecumenical Prayer service on 

Sunday, January 18, 2026 at 2:30 pm at the 

Parish of Saint Leonard. All are welcome. 

 

Contribution Envelopes 2026 

Parishioners are asked to pick up their labelled 

2026 Contribution Envelopes at the front 

entrance to the Church.  

Please write your name and full address on the 

first few envelopes to ensure we have the 

correct information for Income Tax Receipts.  

Anyone not already using envelopes may pick 

up a box in the Church.  

Thank you to all who support the parish using 

contribution envelopes, your generosity 

enables us to carry out our mission. 
 

Nativity Scene 

A sincere Thank you is 

extended to Eileen Muise for 

donating the Nativity Panel, and to Evelyn 

Morrison and Wanda MacDonnell for their 

contribution in putting it together. It was a 

beautiful contribution to our Christmas decore.  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
During our 4:00 pm Saturday and 11:00 am Sunday 

Liturgies, children are invited to take part in the 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word. This provides children 

with the opportunity to hear the readings of the day 

from the Children’s Lectionary and to discuss these 

readings with catechists. We encourage all 

parents/caregivers of children ages 4 to 12 years, and 

particularly the First Eucharist Candidates, to attend 

the 4:00 pm Saturday or 11:00 am Sunday liturgies to 

give them the opportunity to know and understand 

God’s Word. 

 

Tea & Talk on Tuesday, January 20 between 1:30 and 

3:30 pm at Holy Redeemer Convent. This is an attempt 

to provide an opportunity for women to join with 

others to simply share a cup of tea and to experience 

the joy of being together. For further information, 

phone 902-270-4840 or 902-539-6331. 

 

A Turnbull Brothers Concert on Sunday, February 22 

from 3-5pm at Holy Cross Church, Glace Bay. Tickets 

$20.00 each. All proceeds donated to Holy Cross 

Parish. Snacks and tea will be served during 

intermission. Tickets can be purchased at the Parish 

office on 23 Dominion Street, Glace Bay 902-849-

6749. Everyone welcome. 

Memorial Fund -- December 2025 
 

 

AJ Nugent 

Rita Brake 

Rita White 

Linda Antle 

Rob Doyle 

Regina Lalo 

Bruce Wilcox 

John Dorey 

Anita Burke 

Art Hogan 

Eckie McNeil 

Verna Petrie 

Neila Nugent 

Jace Tomiczek 

Ralph Campbell 

Christina White 

Sherry Drover 

Joe MacDonald 

Angelo DeGiobbi 

Jerry MacDonald 

Doug McMillan 

Ann MacSween 

Gerard MacPhee 

Stewart Cameron 

Jeffrie MacMillan 

Adrian Pembroke 

Barney & Ida Ryan 

Agnes MacEachern 

Mrs. Raylene Power 

Beverly MacSween 

Millie & James Burke 

Jacqueline O’Flaherty 

Anthony Ryan (Tony) 

Ray & Cecilia Gosbee 

Esther Ann McMaster 

Roberta (Bobbi) White 

Theresa & Robert Petrie 

Mrs. Marge MacDougall 

Dan & Kathleen Cameron 

Francis “Geekers” MacLean 

Evangeline (Vange) McMaster 

Fabbie & Mary Lizzie MacLeod 

May their souls and 

souls of the faithful 

departed through the 

Mercy of God rest in 

peace. Amen. 



 

 


