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‘December 14, 2025

Upcoming Events

Sunday, December 14 : Minister
o Worship, 10am, In-Person and Livestream Bactor BSIlRAfeons

Followed by Fellowship Time in the Hall bethparsons@cbunited.ca

Tuesday, December 16

« Worship meeting, 9:45am, Friendship Room Music Director

Sharon Prindle-Collins

Wednesday, December 17 sprindlec@gmail.com
« Stewardship Meeting, 7pm, ZOOM

Council Chair
Thursday, December 18

« Caring/Outreach, 9:45am, Friendship Room lAtTOH Malcollml
« Choir Practice, 7pm, Sanctuary drmalcolm@drmalcolm.ca

Friday, December 19 Children and Youth
« Book Club, 10am, Friendship Room Program Coordinators

Grace Cave

gracelovescoffee@gmail.com

Upcoming Christmas Services \3 Y _Moira Dennis
moirapaints@icloud.com
250.818.2114
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Dec 21 @ 10 am Fourth Sunday in Advent

We continue to ready ourselves for Christ’s

coming by celebrating Love this Sunday. Treasurer
Peggy Dayton

treasurer@cbunited.ca

Dec 24 @ 4 pm - Christmas Eve Family Service

All ages are invited to celebrate the birth of Jesus at this Office Administrator

family-friendly service. Jane Shumka

office@cbunited.ca
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Here are all the programs and activities
happening at CBUC the week of
December 14—December 20
Church activities are listed in yellow.

Sunday, December 14
Worship, 10am, Sanctuary
Victoria Chinese Gospel Church, 2pm, Sanctuary,
Hall, Youth Lounge, Friendship Room
Piano Recital 5pm, Sanctuary
Saanich Squares, 7pm, Hall

Monday, December 15
Yoga, 11am, Hall
Karate, 4pm, Hall
Jazzercise, 6pm ,Hall
Embers, 6pm, Youth Lounge, 7pm Hall
Victoria Arion Male Choir, 6:30pm, Sanctuary

Tuesday, December 16

e Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall
IH Adult Day Program, 9:30am—3pm, Hall
Worship meeting, 9:45am, Friendship Room
Zumba, 5:00pm, Hall
Karate, 6:30pm, Hall

Wednesday, December 17
Yoga, 9am, Hall
Yoga, 11am, Hall
Sparks, 5pm, Hall
Jazzercise, 6pm, Hall
Stewardship Meeting, 7pm, ZOOM

Thursday, December 18

o Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall
Caring/Outreach, 9:45am, Friendship Room
Zumba, 5pm, Hall
Cubs/Scouts 6pm, Hall/Friendship Room
Choir Practice, 7pm, Sanctuary

Friday, December 19
o Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall
Book Club, 10am, Friendship Room
Yoga, 1pm, Hall
Karate, 4:30pm, Hall
Maverick’s Square Dance Club, 7pm, Hall

Saturday, December 20
o Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall

Christmas gifts help
those in need at Our Place

Cordova Bay United Church donated 85 Christmas
gifts this week to those in need at Our Place inner-
city community centre.

Every year, CBUC members donate Christmas gifts
as part of the Our Place Angel Gift Program.

This year, the gifts from CBUC totalled more than
$4,000.

The gifts help make the holiday season a little
brighter for those who make use of the services at
Our Place.

For many, a gift from the Angel Gift program will be
the only one they receive at Christmas.
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Rio Norman Millan and Jane Shumka pack up
Christmas gifts to deliver to Our Place inner-city
community centre.

To reserve a room for a meeting or activity, please
contact the office by phone or email. And just a
reminder that setting up a room, particularly the hall,
in advance may not be possible due to other renters.




A message from the Affirming Committee

1.

9.

What is an Affirming Ministry? "Affirming ministries work in many different
ways towards the healing and wholeness of creation.”
The work of affirming ministries seeks to:

- challenge bias and discrimination based on appearance, ability, culture,

class, or age;

- end racism;

- promote economic justice;

- increase accessibility;

- care for the planet.
“Affirming ministries seek to go beyond issues of gender identity and sexual
orientation to work for justice and inclusion for all people." (Open Hearts:
Resources for Affirming Ministries in the United Church of Canada, 2020, p. 1).

. We’re already welcoming, so why become Affirming? Cordova Bay United

Church is a very welcoming church, but Affirming goes deeper. It is public,
intentional, and explicit in showing our celebration and commitment to diversity
and inclusion with love for everyone - without conditions.

. When did this start in the United Church of Canada (UCC)? The Affirming

program launched in 1992. The UCC officially endorsed the program in 2000 and
has encouraged its ministries to participate since then.

. When did this start for Cordova Bay United Church? Cordova Bay United

Church Council gave approval Nov. 25, 2024, to start the journey of education
and discernment for our congregation.

. The Affirm Committee started in March 2025 to learn more about the process

and assist the congregation with its understanding of Affirming Ministry. The
process typically takes one to two years.

. What will this mean for the congregation? Your Affirm Team will explore ways

to bring information to the congregation in an easy manner. For example, we will
be asking to be an agenda item at several committee meetings.

. At the end of the education and discernment process, Cordova Bay United

Church will hold a congregational vote to decide whether to become an Affirming
Ministry.

. Committee members so far: Atholl Malcom (drmalcolim@drmalcolm.ca), Glenn

Parsons (glennparsons.88@gmail.com), Melissa Nagy
(melissamayemail@gmail.com), Lois Axford (Idtaxford@gmail.com), Michelle
Climie Wiebe (mich6226 @shaw.ca), Patricia Lockhart
(patricia.lockhart@hotmail.com), and pastoral presence Rev. Beth Parsons.

To join the committee or for further information, please contact a committee
member.

10. Stay tuned! # More information will be coming in January 2026.




Christmas bake sale a hit

Needles
The Cordova Bay United Church annual Christmas
bake sale was a huge success. I
The sale ran Saturday, Dec. 6 in the church hall. wrote
Baked goods filled 4 tables and raised $1,255. a poem

The funds raised will go to the church’s general in the shape
operating budget. of a Christmas

Thank you to Carol-Ann Staples for organizing the tree but then forgot

sale and to the rest of the Caring Committee for all to water it and only a few
its work. days
later
there
were words
- over
the Cal'pet
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Take the spirit of Christmas home with you

Enjoy the music of Christmas throughout the season with the CD
Sing We Now of Christmas.

Featuring Elizabeth Parsons on vocals and Glenn Parsons on piano,
this CD is guaranteed to get you in the Christmas spirit!

Available in the church office for $20.

.l. Cordova Bay
United Church



