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Reflection – July 4, 2021 
Genesis 2:4b-15 & John 1:35-51 

 

Today is the first worship in the series called “I’ve been meaning to 
ask…” by Sanctified Art. It is a series about curiosity, courage and 
connection. When creating the series, the Sanctified Art team began by 
asking themselves: “How can we listen to one another? How do we find 
connection despite distance? How do we create space for 
compassionate dialogue and for seeking the holy in one another?” 

We start with “I’ve been meaning to ask…where are you from?” 

My mom was an extrovert. She used to start up conversations with all 

sorts of random people. We would be in the line at the till in the 

grocery store and she would start talking to the strangers. As a shy 

introverted kid, it used to embarrass the heck out of me. I would be 

thinking to myself “Be quiet, maybe they don’t want to chat with you.”  

But as an adult, I envy her ability to connect with people. One of the 

questions she would ask is “Where are you from?” I have come to think 

of this as a Prairie thing. She grew up in Saskatchewan and if she talked 

to someone else from the prairies for long enough they usually could 

find some connection, somehow it always seemed like they could find 

some place or someone in common. 

 

It was only a few years ago that I really understood what a loaded 

question “Where are you from?” could be. For me, partly with the 

example set by my mom, it was simply a way of finding connection with 

others. But now I understand that I was coming from a privileged 

position, I could assume that the person asking had good intentions.  

As Dr. Nadella has pointed out in the commentary, for others 

(especially people of colour) it can be an exhausting, even painful 

question. It can come with assumptions and judgements -you’re not 
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from here, you’re different, you’re other. And we are going to remind 

you of that. 

 

I appreciate Dr. Nadella’s insights into the question and into the 

scripture passages. In order to build connection and trust, we need to 

listen to each other’s stories and experiences to learn who and what 

has shaped us.  

 

We long to know and be known.  We search for belonging. Dr. Nadella 

reminds us that how we go about getting to know each other, how and 

why we go about satisfying our curiosity is very important. Curiosity 

should be about asking questions with care and diligence and respect– 

and it should be consensual and mutual. If I am asking someone to 

share their story, to tell me about who they are and their experiences, 

then I should be willing to be equally vulnerable. I should be willing to 

be both guest and host. 

 

Curiosity runs rampant in our story from the gospel of John, with Jesus 

at the center of this curiosity. The theme of identity also runs 

throughout the fourth gospel.  Within this passage alone we hear six 

different names for Jesus: Lamb of God, Rabbi, Messiah, Son of God, 

King of Israel, and Son of Man. 

 

John the baptizer already knows Jesus and invites his disciples to meet 

him. The two disciples followed Jesus, when Jesus saw them he turned 

and asked “What are you looking for?” Instead of answering, they 

respond with a question of their own, “where are you staying?” (which 

can also be translated as abide or live). You notice that the disciples 

only pose their question after Jesus gives them permission. He initiates 

the conversation. Jesus invites them to “come and see.” The Greek 
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word for seeing in this context (horaw/oida) means “know, perceive, 

understand”. He invites them to see where he abides so that they can 

perceive him. In John’s gospel, seeing clearly leads to knowing truly, 

and that leads to sharing your experience with others (aka “testimony”, 

“giving witness”). Jesus is inviting them to a deeper level of curiosity, 

one that entails a willingness to learn as well as unlearn prior 

assumptions. Dr Nadella says that such curiosity transcends superficial 

knowledge and requires greater investment of one’s time and 

resources. 

 

When we first encounter Nathanael, he is curious. He is willing to draw 

closer to see what the claims about Jesus are really about. He is curious 

enough to listen to Philip’s testimony and engage in the conversation. 

He asks, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” The tone in which 

we read that question has a great influence on how we interpret the 

passage. It could sound sarcastic, even bigoted. However, I prefer to 

believe that Nathanael is asking an honest question. How can the 

Messiah be from such a small town, one that is not mentioned in 

Hebrew scriptures? But through his encounter with Jesus, he believes  

calling him “Son of God” and “King of Israel”. It is through conversation 

that connection is made, that old assumptions are unlearned, and that 

belief happens. 

 

I been fascinated by this second creation story in the book of Genesis. 

There are some very interesting details in this story. And as the saying 

goes, “God is in the details.” My Hebrew Bible prof told us that Adam or 

adamah, literally means mud-ling or groundling. God formed humanity 

from the dust of the ground and breathed into their nostril the breath 

of life, making Adam a living being. God forms humanity, makes all 

kinds of trees grow out of the ground, plants a garden, and lets water 
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flow from the garden. Later, God takes Adam and puts them in the 

garden to till it. “Till” (abad) has also been translated as “to work it”, 

“to farm it”, “to cultivate it”, but perhaps the one I like the most is “to 

serve it”. Humanities role is not as ruler but as groundskeeper or tenant 

farmer. The work is humble. This story reminds us that we are all God’s 

living creatures (nephesh hayah) – humans, animals, plants, birds, 

aquatic life. Much of the story is about mutuality, symbiosis, and 

interdependence. Adam was formed from the ground and was, in turn, 

asked to till it. Adam comes from the land and is sustained by it, but 

also serves it. Similarly, there is a symbiotic relationship between other 

parts of creation. The earth gave rise to the river and the river, in turn, 

watered the garden. God is in the middle of this story breathing the 

breath of life but also promoting mutual, life-giving relationships 

between different parts of creation. I think our society doesn’t quite 

grasp just how interconnected we are with the rest of creation. We 

take it for granted, use it instead of serve it. “Where are we from?” We 

are from the ground, and we need to take care of it. Our very lives 

depend on it. 

 

These two stories and the commentary by Dr. Nadella can be guides to 

us today. Canada Day was this past week. It was a different Canada Day 

than any I have experienced before. It was more reflective, as the 

nation starts to grapple with its complete history, and not just the 

shiny, happy parts. We are having to reflect on the racism that is part of 

the fabric of our country. It is hard to know how to be proud and 

grateful for the land we live in, and at the same time acknowledging the 

atrocities that have also taken place. It feels hard to know where to 

start for reconciliation. 
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The gospel story inspires us to have courageous conversations, ones 

where we are willing to connect with others, be vulnerable and in doing 

so being able to unlearn some of our assumptions. The curiosity, the 

willingness to be part of the conversation, needs to be mutual. We can 

invite conversation, but we can’t compel others to participate. When 

those conversations are reciprocal, they can be transformative. The 

artist, Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman, claims that each disciple in John has 

a glimpse of who Jesus is. She writes, “We need one another to 

discover the fullness of who Jesus is. 

The creation story from Genesis reminds us that we are all formed of 

dust of the ground and the breath of God. It is an image of a shared 

birthplace (where we are from), a collective calling (to serve all of 

creation), of abundance that is both diverse and unifying.  

We believe that everyone is beloved, shaped from the dust of the earth 

and the breath of God. Everyone has a story to tell. Our stories are 

messy and beautiful, painful and hopeful – being written over time. 

Let’s stay curious. Carefully, respectfully, gracefully curious. 

I wonder: 

• where are you from? What as formed you? 

• when you have shared a courageous conversation? 

• what the last thing you unlearned was? 

• how you are cultivating deeper curiosity that grants a fuller 

understanding of others? 

Sources: 
www.sanctifiedart.org 

www.workingpreacher.org 
Feasting on the Word Commentary  
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Invitation 

Beloved, you open your door to me 

and I come in. 

 

You do not compel but invite me 

as with the smell of a flowering tree 

 

into this silence where silence can be heard, 

a darkness where stars can shine, 

 

where what you have been saying into me 

can be said out of me 

 

where I can be born again 

back into my bright, breathing life . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

__________________  
Steve Garnaas-Holmes  

www.unfoldinglight.net  
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