
Advent III – Joy 
Sunday, December 14, 2025 

 

“Ode To Joy Sunday” 
      
Prelude 
 
The Life and the Work of the Church 
 
Liturgical Dance Carol of the Bells 
          
Where Do We See Joy?  
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle of Joy   
 
Today is the Advent of Joy. 
We light this candle to bring joy into  
shadows of despair. 
We light this candle as our commitment to  
bringing delight to the world. 
We light this candle to reveal the Way of Jesus,  
who brought joy to the world. 
 
Choral Response   I Am Sending You Light 

(Then Let Us Sing 99) 
Remain Seated 

Words and Music: Melanie DeMore, 2019;Arrangement: Peter Amidon, 2022 
 Words and Music © 2019 Melanie DeMore; Arrangement © 2019 Peter Amidon 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 

 I am sending you joy to heal you, to hold you. 
 I am sending you joy to hold you in love. 
 I am sending you joy to heal you, to hold you. 
 I am sending you joy to hold you in love. 
 
Advent Prayer 
 

Hymn  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (Voices United 35) 
Words: Latin, 14th-century; trans. John Mason Neale 1853, alt. 

Music: German melody; harm. Gary Alan Smith 1988 
Harmony copyright © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice! 
 Give ye heed to what we say: News! News! 
 Jesus Christ is born today. 
 Ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice! 
 Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy! 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 
 He hath opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice! 
 Now ye need not fear the grave: Peace! Peace! 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain his everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 

        “Ode To Joy” 
 
Reading John 1  The Word Became Flesh 
 
Poem             What Do I Want For Christmas? 
           By Ann Weems  
 
 



Anthem Angels Shout the News Tonight 
              Arr. Mark Hayes Copyright 2019, Candelaworks Music 

 
Poem     “Kindness” 

By poet Brian McLaren 

 
Solo   Gloria Deo Carol Cantata 

Words and Music David Ouchterlony 

 
Poem    Glory! 
  By Alana Levandoski    

 
Anthem Rise Up, Shepherds and Follow 
         Traditional Spiritual, arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Poem  Mary, Nazareth Girl 
  By Ann Weems 

 
Solo    Mary Did You Know? 

Words:  Mark Lowry; Music:  Buddy Greene 
 

Poem        Christmas Comes 
  By Ann Weems 
 
Anthem Star Led And Wonder Bound 

Words and Music: Mary Kay Beal, Copyright 1995 Hope Publishing 

 
Poem  Fashion For Me 
  By Steve Bell 
 
Hymn      The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy (Voices United 73) 

Words and Music: West Indian carol 

from Edric Conner Collection of Est Indian Spirituals 1945, arr. John Barnard 1982 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 The virgin Mary had a baby boy, 
 the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 
 the virgin Mary had a baby boy, 
 and they say that his name is Jesus. 
  

 Refrain He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 
   he come from the glorious kingdom. 
   He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 
   he come from the glorious kingdom. 
   Oh, yes! believer! Oh, yes! believer! 
   He come from the glory, (clap, clap) 
   he come from the glorious kingdom. 
 

2 The angels sang when the baby was born, 
 the angels sang when the baby was born, 
 the angels sang when the baby was born, 
 and they say that his name is Jesus.  Refrain 
 

3 The shepherds came where the baby was born, 
 the shepherds came where the baby was born, 
 the shepherds came where the baby was born, 
 and they say that his name is Jesus.  Refrain 
 
Invitation to Offering 
 
Joy is your gift, O God: 
the joy of children laughing, 
the joy of your beautiful Creation, 
the joy of communion with each other. 
In thankfulness for God’s joy, we offer  
ourselves and our gifts to support Christ’s ministry near and far.  
Our offering will now be received. 
 
Offering Music     Away in a Manger 
 
Choral Response  In the Bleak Midwinter (VU 55, v.4) 

Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872 
Music: Gustav Theodor Holst 1906 

 
 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
 yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 



Offering Prayer 
 
The Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Parting Hymn    Joy to the World (Voices United 59) 

Words:  Isaac watts 1791, alt. 
Music:  attrib. George Frideric Handel 1742, arr. Lowell Mason 1836 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
 let earth receive her King! 
 Let every heart prepare him room, 
 and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 
 let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
 nor thorns infest the ground: 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the earth with truth and grace, 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
 
 

Benediction 
 
As we continue in this season of waiting, 
may we find the warmth of faith. 
As we enter this season of joy, 
may we find holy space. 
Go with the blessing of God,  
the bursting of Spirit, and the love of the child within  
and yet to come.   
Amen. 
 
Postlude      Ode To Joy (Joyful, Joyful) 

Music: Ludwig van Beethoven 1824; adapt. Edward Hodgers 1864 
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