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PUBLISHED MONTHLY AT FORT VERMILION, ALBERTA, BY
MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY TO PROVIDE AN AVENUE FOR THE
DISSEMINATION OF NEWS OF THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES AND

PROJECTS OF THE SOCIETY AND TO FOSTER A CONTINUAL
INTEREST IN ALL OF THE VARIOUS BRANCHES OF THE WORK

AND RECREATION IN WHICH THE MEMBERS OF THE
ORGANIZATION MAY BE ENGAGED.
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PAGE FOUR , THE FORTRESS JUNE 6th. 1940

THE BOARD 0F DIRECTORS -
The regular Monthly Meeting of the Board was held at the homeé of Mr.
J.B.Kemp, on May lst., 1940 with the Vice-President, H.L.Partch being
thé¢ Chairman. The first proposal passed was- that a letter be sent to
the Hon. the PFederal Minister of Agriculturc regarding the possibility
of securing some means of providing Meat inspection here. The Ways &
Means Committee reported that a change had been effccted in ‘the present
personnel of the .Dance ommittee. It is now headed by lrs. A.J.Bresee
with the following Members: Mrs. M.Porter, Mrs. H.h.Hamman, Buddy
Hallet and Ernie Bourassa. The W & M Committec also are studying a
plan to provide Members who have paid their fecs during the present
fiscal year, with voting power at the coming Annual Meeting. The FPlay
Comm. report some difficulty in arranging a suitable date for the
return engagement of the "Path Across The Hill" dus to the fact that
members of the Caste will be absent at different times during the
Summer months. The Advertising Comiittee rcported that to date
$132.00 in advertising had been secured for the Prize List and this.
money would pay the cost of Printing and leave a small surplus.
The Publicity Committes rcoported that the “Fortress" is still sowcwhal
in the "red"™ and that some success had-been secured in efforts to get
newsprint paper at a more reasonable price. The three-quarter Ad.
Mr. J.P.0'Sullivan ran in the PFortress was donated by the Committee
in appreciation of Mr. 0'Sullivan's generous services t0 the Society
in the past. The Membership Committee repcri that Memberships are
coming in very slowly there being 58 to date. The.Prize List Committee
partly finished their report when the meeting was gdjourned to May 8,
On May &th. the Directors re-azssembled at the:homs of Miss Bruco

~and the draft of the Prize List was considered, some changes were made

and. the List adopted. The award of the printing was made to the -
Record-Gazettc Press. ~After some discussion the - ‘date of the Fair
was set for August 30th., 1940. The Fort Vermilion Board of Trades
then submitted an offer, through Mre H.L.Purtch, to our Socisty tu
take over the July lst. Sports on the following terms 3, The Board of
Trade to turn gysrq$1§@jﬁgf&Q;theaﬂdéiﬁﬁy?ﬁhdfieaSGiﬁhﬁfgrdgnds'for
$11.00 annually. : This nroposal was gdopted;and:the’ Socicty are now

“responsible for the. operatiion of. these Sporiss Your whole-hearted

support iﬁfﬁ&?ﬁé&ﬁl&iﬁeQ@éstﬁﬁQf‘V@hé;SpprtS]Gom@;ttee will consist
of Mr. H.L.Purtch, Convener, assisted by IMassrs. W.M.Sibbald and These
Bourassa. . A proposal to hold a Swecial Me¢ting onilMonday , May 20
to consider the .uc¢dtion of the Dinmond "P™ Hull end licnberships was
A Specisl Mceting was held at 1y H. Edgocombe's homs on lMay 20.
Reé¥e Father Hugerre reported that the Buildings and Grounds Committec
had reld o meeting May 17, and it was: spggested that a foundation be
huil* at’onGey  the' building then moved and.a.hew:xoof provided, this
at an expenditure of $450,00, Thep, next year, additions and the
negessaxy improvemcats §e 4one with the $500.00 projocted loba waieh
has received the ratifieatiom ©f the Hospital Societys This loan is
t0 be the subjeet of & Goneral Meetimg t0 be held on June 25th. 1940,
Mr. Sibbald informed thc meécting that the  Contractors engaged in the
construction of the H.B.Co. building had inspectcd the Hall and werc
of the opinion that the cheapestimethod of solving the problem would
he to wreck the building and re-build with the salvage. In dealing
with WMemberships, Mr. Sibbald suggested that we ask the Department to
grent permission to accept Promissory .notes -for Membership dues, such
H0%6s to be given betwoecn the dote of the Fair and the Annual Meeting

i} wlziz

a3 bo watucre at the latest twe days before the Fair
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DAGE SIX . THE FORTRESS JUNE 6, 1940
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BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER ! §
MIDWAY . COMPETITIVE GAMES . REFRESHMENTS
THE BIGGEST ANNUAL SPORTS NORTH OF TOWNSHIP 96 -

AT THE SPORTS GROUNDS, JULY 1, 1940 DANCE IN THE EVENING
 TVYVV VYUY VY VYV VYV VT VYV VTV YV VY VVVYY

TJOh SLIB. Pair of Goats. Namny good milker, 320,00 vair,
--=fi. L. WIIES, Fort Vermilicn,

frresrYRPETRREEYY CRRPYERYRRYIPIREROYSIYY S YYPRORYTRRRERERLRAL ¢

FOP S.,.LE,  "CO™ Saxaphone. K2y "C" Melcdy. Comnlete with case,
, This instrument is in first-~less condition.
---BLDY GRLY, North Vermilion, HE.B.C.
AR ERI A R R A A R BRI A L A A AR R R A A I i A F S B R AR S AR I A AT A R TR TR LA TR AR I AT R AR A I AL A 1 4

-

'"enniders will be accepted until midnight July 2, 1940, for tearing
down aud rebuilding the "Diamond P" Hall.  L11 lumber in the |
present bullding to be salvaged and used in reconstruction work,
and additional lumber required to be supplied by the Society.
Work to commence first week in July. The building to be placed
on foundation constructed By the Society. The building to be
"completed for occupancy by iLugust 21, 1940, TFor further informa-
tion apply H. L. Partch, Rev. Father Huguerre or Const. Skead.
--~GROUNDS AND BUILDLYGb COMITIEE,

hf a0 8 8 & 0 & S 8 0 S B 80 S8 0 G &0 S S S P I e S eSS0 0SS SO SRS eSS FE s s e O ee e N

- “rPE PLTH LCRGSS THE HILL™ iLs we go to pvess the Play’
Committee informs us ihat due to circumstances beyond their
control they have not been able tc fix a date for the return
engagement of this season's successful pley. More of this
anon.,

& # & & & 8 9 &S0 80 &S W SO SO S s S0 s s a0 P

THE LiST WORD., A "™AR SLVINGS C:ERTIFICLTE"Y Cosﬁs you only
TWO BITS. But with France out of the struggle
every two bits is going to countiii BUY DGW e
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Did you know?
The Alberta Government recognizes June 26, I974 as the

incorporation date for the current version of the AG.
Society - making 2024 a 50th year anniversary!

In reality, the experimental farm actively promoted
agriculture since I907 and there has been organized
community members promoting and celebrating Agriculture
since I9I4 with the creation of the Board of Trade. On
June 25, I938 the Fort Vermilion Agricultural Society was
officially formed. Supported by the board of trade via
equipment and resources, the fledgling society took over
operations of the fall fair and quickly became a staple
of the community. In I942 the organization went dormant
as WWII raged on. It did not revive after the close of
the war - officially dissolving and turning all assets
back to the Board of Trade in I95I. In I974 the the
society was formed again and has been in operation since.
This publication is one manner in which we are

celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the AG Society.

Staying true to the original I940 publication intention
(as stated on the cover) - this 2024 version desires to
not only keep the members of the AG Society informed, but
the community on the larger whole. Information about
community events will be posted here - along with
historical anecdotes, advertisements, classifieds and of
course news from the AG Society. This is to be a simple
publication - staying true to the handmade styles of the
original and contrasting the glitzy paper and images of

other such publications.
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Advertising in “The Fortress”

In I940 the advertising rates were as follows:

Full Page ad ----------=--- $5
Half Page Ad -------------- $2.50
Classified Ad-------------- $0.25

As much as we would like to stay true to these rates of
advertising - the small amounts hardly make the paperwork
worth it! So instead we are offering rates at the equivalent
buying power. In I940 $5 had ~the same buying power as $I00
does today! Keeping this model in mind - our advertising costs

are as follows.

Full Page Ad -----------------c--- $I00

Half Page Ad -------cemmcmmcm e $50

Classified Ad (<30 words) ----------- $5

350 copies are printed monthly - 300copies are distributed

through the mail boxes and 50 others distributed to stores and
local coffee spots. Payment can be made by cheque (Fort
Vermilion Agricultural Society) Cash, or E-transfer
(FVHC88@gmail.com) All Ads are attractively hand drawn and eye

catching - as you will see on the following pages!

+++++++++rr ettt ++

Weather from I00 years ago!

In I908 The Experimental Farm started keeping detail records of
the precipitation / sunshine and temperature. Here are some of
the results from June I924.

Record of Sunshine - Total hours 253.7 Average / day 8.4
Temperature - Highest 87.8°F (+3I°C) Lowest 27.8°F (-2.3°C)

June Precipitation total - 0.64in
There was frost June 8th and I3th. June I6 wild roses were
in bloom June 30 Alfalfa was in bloon.
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meeting all your painting, hardware, firework, gardening,
pet, building, electrical, vehicle, plumbing, fishing,

VRV
-, propane, and camping needs! @
£ (y)ypropane, ping @\ o

@)
E0 ®
Open Mon - Sat 9am - Gpm 0>§\ \ﬁﬁ Downtown Fort Vermilion %f?
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The Hudson's Bay Company maintained detailed records of
operations, employees, and happenings at each trading post they
operated. The Fort Vermilion Heritage Centre has a copy of those

records and offer a peek into what was happening in Fort

Vermilion HBC post over I00 years ago!

***** PLEASE NOTE ***** These notations have been digitized
from the hand written documents. The spelling of words and names
may not be correct and outdated terms have not been censored or

changed.

June/I865: breaking new ground for field

Arrivals: Tsapotte from across with furs (6th); Assinassy & 2 others
Indians with fur hunts (I2th); “a tolerable large party of Indians with
their spring Hunts, all in Beaver of course, this party met with the
Dunvegan Indians by appointment at Battle River from whom they
purchased 8 horses - so much for the Vermilion Indian, with what they
already possess, they will soon have as many horses here as the
Dunvegan Indians” (I5th); all Indian returned to tents (I6th); Indians
with spring hunts, all in beaver (I9th);

Tripping: arr Trois Pouces, killed a moose but kept for himself (2nd);
Trois Pouces laid up with sore eyes (3rd); Trois Pouces & La Bonne
Bouche’s son laid up with sore eyes (5th); Trois Pouces improving, rose
camp (7th); arr Etienne, one of our Fort Hunters, starving and nearly
blind from sore eyes (9th); rec’d moose from Nulessay (I0th); Akinam
off hunting towards Lac d’Ours (I4th); arr Trois Pouces to idle about
and have a chat with Charlette (I8th); rec’d 2 moose from Trois Pouce
party (I7th); Trois Pouces & party off to Lac d’Ours (2Ist); rec’d 3
moose from hunters, that is, Lannahy, Trois Pouce’s son and Mondoux
(23rd); 2 meat haulers arrived with 2 moose killed by Trois Pouces &
Lanahan camped at foot of mountain (30th);

Tasks/Events: sore eyes among Indians & a couple of our boys already
affected (2nd); Roy grubbing field, Michel & Oliver at the dairy, “wife
and children went for eggs to Bear Lake, brought home about I00” (3rd);
Indian women & boys brought eggs from both sides of river (4th); Indian
women went for eggs at Lac la Mau across the river (5th); arr Akinam &
Gabriel from Ft. Chip, all well there (9th); Oliver & Gabriel to
Dunvegan with ballshot in a bark canoe to bring down 8 horses if
possible, Michel & Roy breaking new ground (I3th); crops of barley,
wheat & Indian corn look well, other garden plants less so (I6th);
Akinam, Roy & the boy brought a lot of eggs from Lac d’Ours (I8th);
arrived St. Johns boat with Oliver Courtoreille & Gabriel, they never
made it to Dunvegan but turned back with boat at Smoky R., so no horses
and % bag ballshot returned; still clearing & grubbing ground intended
for potato field (24th); St. Johns boat off, Mr. Shaw took passage to
go to Portage la Loche, Akinnam & Gabriel assisting boat (25th);
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June/I870:

Arrivals: party of Beaver Indian with spring hunt of beaver
(5th); Indians all done well with spring hunt; Montagnier’s
party with large bundle of Beaver (9th); more Indians (IIth);
lots of Indians in (I3th):

Tripping: no word from Hunters, but lots of fresh meat in cellar
from winter (23rd); arrives Trois Pouces with buck moose,
complains of gun being bad and missing, gives him an old trade
gun (30th);

Tasks/Events: Trois Pouces still about the place, out with the
boys looking for eggs (2nd); arrived from Chip to find good many
Indians waiting for him [although he noted self as

working with Michel, no change in handwriting, must go from his
own account to repeating what CT dictated for journal] ‘Work
about the Fort during my absence all done to my satisfaction”
(8th); all hands in store sorting and counting fur, Total since
spring: 4227 beaver large & small, I8 large bear, 6 cub, I4
fermi?? Wolverines, I wolf, 33 martens, I2 mink, 2 fisher, I4
otters, 4 lynx, 5 swanskins (I3th); made up 2I packs (I4th);
made 2 bags pemmican and 2 bales dry meat to provision
Charlotte’s men to Chip (I6th); Olivier with boys carting chips
(20th); Fort St. John boat cast up, “Mr. Angus Ross, passenger
and leaves the service to go home to his country, Scotland”
(2Ist); St. John’s boat off to Chip with I0O0 packs, a. Belloux
also sent with 2 adult oxen & 2 milk cows “Mr. Shaw and family
goes to Chipwyan with ?there crafts” (22nd); men raising pine
bark, I00 pieces (27th); men went to square poles to lay on the
bark (29th);

June/I906: sawmill, construction, plowing, packing furs
Work/Incidents: breaking land (Ist); butchered a cow of
Tourangeau’s, 486 1bs (4th); arr Billey Lambert and H. Bourassa
with scow from Peace River Crossing (6th); arr Ben Charles with
a raft of logs for HBC sawmill (7th); prepare % sacs of flour
for treaty (8th); Grey not working, wife sick; Tall Cree put up
his furs for competition between Revillon Brothers & HBC, HBC
got it for $2300.00 (IIth); Conroy started to pay the Indians
(I5th); steamer crossed the Slavis (I7th); death of Grey’s wife
at 2:30 pm (I9th); funeral of Grey’s wife, all hands attended,
Beaver 7 Cree trading all day (I9th); Charloos & Chackioosis
grubbing (23rd)
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Cup - 3.49 Bowl - 5.99 'd L} e 0\ f\«
biscuit or dinner roll - 0.50
Cheese or Naan Bread - I.00 % W
&z White Chicken Chili Turkey Lettuce Sandwich
With Fries+Gravy or soup ---- I10.99
l,E; Cheesy Broccoli Grilled Turkey and Swiss Sandwich
‘ With Fries+Gravy or soup ---- I10.99
>>>>>>>>>>Taco Tuesday - 3 Tacos, chicken or beef II.99 <c<cccccccccx
ED Beef Barley Clubhouse sandwich
With Fries+Gravy or soup ---- I10.99
>>>>>>>>>> Wing Wednesday - Any amount I.25 each <<ccccccccc
I', K Hamburger Chili Chili With Grilled cheese -------- I0.99
Cheesy tater tots -------cececeeece--- IT1.99
R2E Clam chowder Tuna and Lettuce sandwich
With Fries+Gravy or soup ---- I10.99

>>>>Fish Friday - Fish and Chips with Drink of choice (Not Lattes) <<«

- S
T Butter Chicken Soup Egg Salad Sandwich
With Fries+Gravy or soup ---- I10.99

Open Mon - Sat 9am - 8pm!




Raising money for the building of a Q,
(\I ‘ seniors lodge in Fort Vermilion <o

éo_ . Open Tues - Fri Ipm - 6pm {&J

trrtrrirtl Follow us on Facebook !lttiittilitd
River Road Trading post Second hand store

Mackenzie Applied Research Association

MARA individual Membership only costs $30 / year or
$50 for three years!

Member Benefits include:

>>>Discounted feed and soil testing
>>>Hay Tester and Soil probe available to use
>>>Meals in the field for Random draw members
>>>Newsletter subscription and event calls
>>>Free annual report on research and events
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Events You may be interested in this month!

e The Fort Vermilion Heritage Centre Mini-Golf and Escape Room
open June I! Call Steven at 780-84I-250I for more info or
find it on the website / facebook page!

e The next Trivia Night is June 28th at the Sheridan Lawrence
Bar!

e River Daze is scheduled for July 27+28!

e Kayak rentals are now available at the Fort Vermilion
Complex! 780-927-4222

e Fort Vermilion Heritage Centre is hiring summer Tour Guide!
Call Steven at 780-84I-250I or drop off your resume and
cover letter at the museum!

e Fundraiser dinner and tea Dance for Shanelle Meneen June 8 -
6pm $I0 plate dance to follow!Bobbi Paul-Alook 780-84I-6559

~ ~

NI NI N NI NN

<</ Mackenzie County AG Fair and trade show <:]///

Ultimate Farmer Challenge r_

Cowboy Challenge (1 \\\
Corn Maze ~ _ N,
Tradeshow (\

Pie Eating Contest (j

JOE SHOW VANTRILIQUIST Wb
Guns of the Golden West *0

Parade ‘,///// (\
Square Dance % \IJO &
Box Car Races
Bench Show é;/////////
Tug-of-War
Cowboy Poetry
Music Festival

Bushman Challengel_
arrd more!

SO jqu o @W@W@ﬂ&/
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FORT VERMILION AIRPORT JUNE I956




