
• This is a great opportunity to read the entire book of James 
interactively with your family. 

• There are 5 readings for each week in August-25 in total. 

• Each reading will allow you to read through the whole book of 
James.  There will be some activities and questions to discuss 
or do as a family.  Have fun establishing a family devotional 
time together everyday before the craziness of the new school 
year starts.   

• You can do these at breakfast or at dinner , or at another time 
you set aside during the day. 

• Most of the activities that you do use things you already have at 
home.   

• There are a few links that go with the snack suggestions-these 
are very cute-try them out! 

Have fun, and blessings to your family! 

 

Marisa and Rikka 

Book of James for your family in August 



Day 1: Read James 1:2-3. This week we are going to talk about a 

big word: PERSEVERANCE. Can you say that? Let’s clap out the 

syllables! Now, do you know what it means? It means that you don’t 

quit – even when things are hard. Talk to your child about times in 

the past when he has persevered (perhaps learning a new skill – like 

how to walk or how to tie your shoe). Then give your child a ball and 

have him practice throwing the ball up in the air and catching it. How 

high can he throw it and still catch it? Can he clap his hands after 

throwing it up, and then catch it again? How many times! 

Remember, don’t give up . . . keep persevering! Toss the ball back 

and forth as you recite James 1:2-3 with him. 

Day 2: James 1:5-8. This week’s Scripture compares a man who 

doubts with a wave blown and tossed by the wind. Make your 

own Slime with your kids! (Lots of recipes on the internet) 

Day 3: James 1:9-11. Go outside with your child and find some 

flowers. Discuss how pretty they are, but they will not last long! Our 

lives on earth are short, too, and we need to make sure that we 

spend our lives loving Jesus – not things. Put the flowers in a vase 

and refer back to them often, reminding your child of today’s Bible 

reading. 

 Day 4:  James 1:12-15. Read the verses out loud, having your child 

stand on every word that starts with the letter “t” and sit on every 

other word. Try this several times . . . seeing how fast you can do 

this! Then discuss what it means to be tempted. 

Day 5:  James 1:16-18. Isn’t it great to know that God never 

changes! A lot of things we see change . . . but God will always be 

the same – a loving God who has a special plan for your life! Go 

outside and play “shadow tag” with your child. Whoever is “it” has to 

try to step on the other person’s shadow! Then discuss how our 

shadows change depending on the sun, but God will NEVER 

change! 

 

Book of James for your family in August 

August 3 



 Day One: James 1:19-21. Act out James 1:19 with your child. When you say “quick to 

listen” he should run really fast. When you say “slow to speak”, he should walk slowly, 

and when you say “slow to become angry” he should stop. Do this several times to see if 

he can memorize the verse.  

 Make a mouth snack with your child. 

Day 2: James 1:22-25. These verses tell us that we need to do what the Bible says! If 

we don’t do what the Bible says, it’s just like if we look in a mirror and then go away and 

forget what we look like! That’s silly, isn’t it? . Help your child clean all the mirrors in your 

house. Talk about the importance of DOING SOMETHING for Jesus! You might also 

want to visit an elderly neighbor or friend and clean all the mirrors in her house, too! 

Day 3: James 1:26-27. Our tongue is pretty important, isn’t it? Why? We need to be 

careful that we only say things that JESUS wants us to say! Use a paper plate to help your 

child think about how to control his tongue! Have your child decorate the paper plate to look like 

him. Then make a “tongue” out of red construction paper and glue the tongue onto the plate. Talk 

with your child about the types of words that should come from his mouth. Write examples of this 

on the tongue on the plate. The next time your child uses his tongue in a bad way, remind him of 

the tongue from today’s activity! 
Day 4: James 2:1-7. Read these verses to your child and then discuss what it means to 

show favoritism. Aren’t you glad that God loves EVERYONE? He doesn’t show 

favoritism and neither should we! Have your child help you gather props to go along 

with these verses. For example, he might choose a ring, a footstool, a torn coat, etc. 

Have him use the props to retell the message from the verses. 

Day 5: James 2:8-10. What do you think it looks like to “Love your neighbor as 
yourself”? Spell out the word LOVE with your bodies-the whole family has to do it! 

Book of James for your family in August 

August 9 

http://www.forkandbeans.com/2014/10/14/apple-sunbutter-teeth-bites/


 Day 1: James 2:11-13. This week we are going to be talking about mercy. Do you know 

what mercy is? It is when you don’t get something that you deserve. For example, if you 

do something bad and deserve a big punishment but your parents don’t give you the big 

punishment, they are showing you MERCY. Mercy is a wonderful thing that God shows 

to each one of us. We all deserve to be punished for our sins, but God sent JESUS to 

take that punishment for us. He showed us MERCY! Make a cross snack today to 

remind you of how God has given us MERCY. Cover a graham cracker with white 

frosting. Then use any other food you have on hand to make the shape of a cross in the 

center of the graham cracker. You can use licorice sticks, chocolate chips, m&m’s or 

skittles. If using m&m’s or skittles, use one color to make the cross and then use the 

other colors to decorate the background. Eat your snack while thanking God for His 

mercy to you! 

 Day 2: James 2:14-17. Help your child act out the situation mentioned in verses 15-16. 

Take turns playing the brother in need and the person who does nothing. Have fun with it 

– but stress to your child that it is important that we DO something with our faith, too! 

 Day 3: James 2:20-23. In these verses, Abraham was called a FRIEND of God! What 

do you think if means to be a friend of God? Are YOU God’s friend? Help your child 

make a “friendship” bracelet to remind him that he can be God’s friend, too. Use any 

supplies you have on hand. 

Day 4: James 2:24-26. Rahab showed that she had faith by hiding the spies! Pretend to 

be a spy today! Disguise yourself in a fun costume and then play a game of hide and 

seek! Make yourself a fake mustache by cutting out a mustache and taping it on a straw. 

Then you can hold the straw up to your face for a cool disguise! 

Day 5: Spend your day today coming up with a plan of action of something you are going 
to DO for the kingdom of God! You could clean up your neighborhood, visit all the local 
parks and clean them up, take meals to homeless people, sort through your belongings 
and select some to give away, volunteer at a local community service organization or 
find someone who could use extra help. 
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 Day One: James 3:1-2. Verse 2 says that we all stumble in many ways. That means 

that we all do things that are wrong and make mistakes. What are some things that you 

do that you know you shouldn’t? Have fun helping your child learn verse 2 today. Read 

this verse to him as he tries to do several activities without “stumbling”. Can he repeat 

the verse after you as he hops on one foot? How about while spinning around in circles? 

Try as many actions as you can to see if he can keep from stumbling! (NOTE: Be sure 

you explain to your child what this verse means by stumbling before you begin your fun 

“stumbling” exercises!). 

Day 2: James 3:3-5. Our tongue can get us in a lot of trouble! Sometimes we say things 

that we shouldn’t, don’t we? Make a tongue snack today to remind you of how important 

it is to control your tongue! 

Day 3: James 3:6-8. Do you ever say things you shouldn’t? Do you ever feel like your 

tongue is out of control – saying words that you know you shouldn’t say and hurting other 

people? God can help you say the right words! Ask Him to help you TAME your 

TONGUE today! . Use your tongue to build people up this week!!! Practice saying words 

that are GOOD and KIND, and then make sure that you say those GOOD and KIND 

words to others! 

Make a fun snack that uses salt as a seasoning to remind you of how GOOD your words 

should taste! A great snack to make would be a pretzel. Find a recipe here. 

Day 4: James 3:9-12. Any time we are mean to other people or say mean things to 

other people, we are cursing men. People were made in the image of God and we need 

to treat them that way! Make your own veggie people snack and discuss how people are 

special creations of God! 

Day 5: James 3:13-18. Did you know that when you have good behavior, you show that 
you are wise? What are some ways that you can have good behavior? Make a “helping 
hands” book. Trace your child’s hands on several pieces of construction paper. On each 
hand, have your child write, draw, or glue pictures of ways he can do good. Punch a hole 
in each hand and let your child put yarn or ribbon through it and tie it together to make a 
little book. Read through the book together, emphasizing that one way we show we have 
wisdom is by the way we behave. 
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http://www.thechaosandtheclutter.com/archives/cute-introduction-to-our-frog-unit
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/food-network-kitchens/almost-famous-soft-pretzels-recipe.html
http://www.sheknows.com/food-and-recipes/articles/986621/veggie-people


 Day 1: James 4:1-17. Read these verses out loud to your child. Every time you read the 

word “you” have your child either sit down or stand up. Do this several times, reading it 

faster each time. Then say: God wants us to be happy with what we have and not to 

always want more and more and more. What are some of the things that you are 

thankful for that you have? Spend time thanking God for what you have today! 

Day 2: James 5:1-6.  

 Play a game of “Marco/Polo” with your child. One of you is blindfolded and the other is 

not. The one who is blindfolded calls out, “Marco!” and the other one replies with “Polo”. 

The one who is blindfolded tries to find the other person and tag him. When you finish 

playing this game, say: You had to listen in order to hear me cry out, didn’t you? But 

you heard my cries and were able to find me! Today’s verses tell us that God hears 

the cries of those who hurt, too. He hears us and He wants to help! Listen to the 

verses. Read James 5:4-6. 

Day 3: James 5:7-11. Jesus is coming soon! We need to wait for Him patiently . . . just 

like a farmer waits for his seeds to grow into plants! Take your child outside and plant 

sunflowers. Then watch the sunflowers as they grow throughout the summer . . . 

reminding him of today’s lesson every time you see the sunflower! 

Day 4: James 5:12-15  

These verses tell us how we can PRAY all the time! Use this week to teach your child 

more about prayer! You can start by helping your child make a prayer basket! Take an old can and cover it with 

construction paper. Then let your child decorate the construction paper however he wants (encourage him to make it 

have something to do with prayer!). Give him several craft sticks and help him write the names of people that he wants to 

pray for on the sticks (one name for each stick). Put those in the can and then have him draw one stick out each day this 

week and pray for that person. 

Day 5: James 5:16-20.  

We want to be sure to tell people about Jesus! God’s love covers all of our sins! Make a 
heart craft with your child to help him remember to love others! Cut a heart out of 
construction paper and let your child decorate the heart with whatever you have on hand 
– stickers, buttons, puzzle pieces, ribbon, markers . . . let your child be creative! As he is 
working, talk to him about how we need to love others and tell them about Jesus! 

 

(Most of the material was taken from: 

https://cherigamble.com/2015/08/29/journeying-through-james-a-bible-reading-plan-for-young-children-over-james-chapter-

two/ ) 
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https://cherigamble.com/2015/08/29/journeying-through-james-a-bible-reading-plan-for-young-children-over-james-chapter-two/
https://cherigamble.com/2015/08/29/journeying-through-james-a-bible-reading-plan-for-young-children-over-james-chapter-two/

