Affirming Committee 2025 Annual Report

As background, the Affirming program was launched by the United Church of Canada in 1992 and
formally endorsed in 2000. Many sister United Churches in Victoria and area have completed the
affirming process and are members of Affirm United.

"Affirming Ministries seek to go beyond issues of gender identity and sexual orientation to work for
justice and inclusion for all people." Open Hearts: Resources for Affirming Ministries in the United
Church of Canada, (2020), p.1.

Cordova Bay United Church (CBUC) Council decided on November 25, 2024 to start the journey of
education and discernment for our congregation.

Your Affirming Committee formed in spring 2025, contacted Affirm United, and started to review
Open Hearts (2020) for guidance through the process.

Six meetings were held in the Friendship Room immediately following a worship service. We continue
to work together to educate ourselves and explore ways to bring information to the congregation in an
easy manner.

An Affirming Committee introductory message was distributed in December 2025 and re-circulated
January 2026.

Information, including copies of Open Hearts (2020) will be available at the Affirming Committee table
in February. We plan to be an agenda item during CBUC committee meetings.

Michelle Climie Wiebe, Atholl Malcolm, Glenn Parsons, Lois Axford, Melissa Nagy, Tony Rozario, and
Patricia Lockhart are on your Affirm Ministry Committee. Rev. Beth Parsons is our pastoral presence.
New members are welcome!

If you have any suggestions or questions, please contact or talk to any one of the committee!

Respectfully submitted
Patricia Lockhart



