e e

e s s L e R i S B

!

Indigenous Reconciliation Fund
Diocesan or Regional Application for Project Funding
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Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall

Project title:

The Rebirth of the Baptistry: A Sacred Transformation for
Commemoration

Brief description of project: (Please include start and end dates)

Repurposing the unused and neglected baptistry at St. Basil’s Church, this initiative
envisions a sacred space that honours both the care of creation—on the tenth anniversary of
Laudato Si—and the ongoing work of reconciliation—marking ten years since the Calls to
Action of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada.

The renewed baptistry will feature murals by an Indigenous artist that will:

o Inspire awe, respect, and protection for Creation, echoing the teachings of Laudato Si’
and Indigenous spiritual traditions.

¢ Provide a quiet space for meditation, prayer, and dialogue with members of the
Ottawa-Cornwall community.

o Foster education and dialogue, especially among children and parishioners, about the
history and experiences of Indigenous peoples, our shared journey toward reconciliation,
and the urgent call to care for the Earth—our common home.

Funds requested (total and by year): (Note: Please attach project budget and list of any other
partners/donors separately)

Signatures:
e oo Frned Gloade
Diocesan Bishop Chair of Diocesan Committee

(for office use only)
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1. Describe the ‘need’ for the project: Please describe the need for the project

There is a noticeable lack of space — especially in urban centres - that foster dialogue between
the Catholic faithful and Indigenous peoples. This project seeks to address that gap by creating a
safe and sacred space for meditation, prayer, and mutual learning—grounded in both Catholic
and Indigenous visions of Reconciliation and Care for Creation, as reflected in Laudato Si".

At the same time, there is limited visibility of Indigenous art that expresses Indigenous faith,
culture, and teachings—particularly as they relate to the journey of healing, reconciliation, and
the formation of new relationships rooted in encounter and mutual respect.

St. Basil’s Parish already reflects an Indigenous presence and commitment to Reconciliation. Its
pastor, Fr. Daryold Winkler, is Ojibwe, and the parish regularly hosts the Kateri Native Ministry’s
monthly Indigenous Catholic Mass along with other reconciliation-focused events. For many
years, the baptistry—once a sacred space—has remained unused and served as a storage area.
Reclaiming and re-purposing this space, located at the church entrance, will symbolically and
practically deepen the parish’s mission of Indigenous inclusion, spiritual renewal, healing and
respect for creation.

Our hope is that the renewal of this once sacred space becomes “something that speaks,

something capable of touching the heart, of communicating a message, of elevating the soul”
(Pope Benedict, On Beauty as a Way to God, General Audience, August 11,2011).

2. Describe how the project is consistent with Fund granting criteria and guidelines: How the
project is consistent with general criteria and guidelines for granting as established by the CCCB
—with any evidence of past success, if applicable

Below is a revised version that stays firmly within the four Indigenous Reconciliation Fund
criteria, removes the Laudato Si’ framing, and keeps the parish’s charitable intentions while
grounding everything in healing, cultural revitalization, community building, and respectful
dialogue.

I've preserved their basic ideas where possible, but reframed them so the project clearly meets
the Fund’s expectations.

Describe how the project is consistent with the Fund granting criteria and guidelines.

1. Healing and Reconciliation for Communities and Families
This project will create a dedicated space within St. Basil’s parish for quiet reflection,
storytelling, and shared encounters between Indigenous Peoples and parishioners. By
honouring Indigenous experience through Indigenous-created art, the space will
encourage healing, foster mutual respect, and strengthen relationships between
Indigenous community members and the wider parish community.

2. Education and Community Building

The murals and accompanying programming will offer parishioners, visitors, and local
community groups opportunities to learn about Indigenous history, symbolism, and




worldviews. The space will be used for guided visits, small-group discussions, and
educational gatherings that deepen understanding and encourage community members
to walk together toward reconciliation.

3. Dialogues Involving Indigenous Elders, Spiritual Leaders, and Youth
The artist commissioned for this project, Steph Babij, a young Ojibwe artist actively
reconnecting with her cultural heritage, brings both artistic skill and lived experience. Her
involvement provides an opportunity for youth engagement and intergenerational
dialogue. The parish intends to invite Indigenous elders, knowledge keepers, and
community leaders to share teachings and participate in conversations within the
completed space, ensuring that Indigenous voices guide the purpose and use of the area.

4. Culture and Language Revitalization
The murals themselves are an expression of Ojibwe cultural identity and visual language.
By commissioning an Indigenous artist and giving prominence to Indigenous imagery, the
project supports the revitalization and public visibility of Indigenous cultural expression.
The circular baptistry setting will offer an accessible place for all people to encounter
Indigenous art, stories, and symbols, strengthening cultural appreciation and supporting
ongoing revitalization efforts.

3. Provide evidence of success of similar projects, if any: (Any testimonials on the project and
the funded organization)

The partnership established with Kateri Native Ministry has been very successful in promoting
dialogue and understanding between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. Refer to section
B4 below for further information.

TION RECEIVING THE FUNDS

Jonsy

1 Name and brief history of the organization

St. Basil’s Parish has become a second home for Kateri Native Ministry, which celebrates a
monthly Indigenous Mass. This ongoing partnership regularly brings Indigenous Elders and
community members into the parish to share their spirituality through song, dance, and
testimony. It provides a space for cultural expression, teaching, and dialogue, fostering mutual
understanding and strengthening relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
communities.

The Green Team, a dedicated ministry within the parish and a key driving force behind this
project, has been actively reflecting on ways to create a space that promotes both the care of
creation and a deep respect for the land and environment. This initiative is inspired by local
Indigenous spiritualities, fostering a meaningful connection between ecological stewardship and
Indigenous ways of knowing.

2, Confirm organization’s charitable or qualified donee status (and provide CRA numbers)

St. Basil’s parish charitable organization number is: 128967353 RR 0060




3. Provide evidence that the organization can carry out the proposed project (or a
description of any other organizations that will assist in the proposed project)

St. Basil’s parish is headed by Father Daryold Winkler, an Ojibwe Catholic priest who strives to
reconcile his Indigenous roots with his faith and has shown continued leadership in making
Indigenous teachings and spirituality center stage by inviting Kateri Ministry to celebrate Mass
monthly and educate from within the walls of the church. Many Indigenous events are hosted at
St. Basil and welcomes whoever wants to learn, pray and meditate in dialogue and encounters in
the spirit of reconciliation.

The Laudato Si Indigenous Perspectives Action Group, which was initiated at St. Basil’s parish
and has grown to be diocese wide, and the parish Green Team for the Care for Creation are also
committed to this vision and support this approach. Designated representatives of these
committees will be present to monitor the work and liaise with the artist and the pastor to ensure
objectives are being met and to ensure the parish community is involved.

About the artist: Stephanie Babij grew up in urban spaces, where access to the strength and
love of community and land-based teachings were not readily available. In adulthood she is
making her way back to community, culture, and identity. The pieces that she creates call people
to honour their relationship with the land and welcome dialogue about climate justice and living
ethically with creation.

4. Provide any testimonials on the project and the funded organization:

One notable initiative of St. Basil’s parish is its “Conversations For Our Times” Zoom series, a
unique offering within the Archdiocese that educates both parishioners and the broader public
on key social justice issues. In addition, St. Basil’s Green Team has for several years been
seeking to establish a space within the parish dedicated to honouring Creation, inspired by both
ecological responsibility and Indigenous spiritual traditions.

This project will complement these ongoing efforts by creating a dedicated and welcoming space
for commemoration, contemplation, and dialogue. It will serve as a place to engage with the
pressing issues of Indigenous Reconciliation, Care for Creation, and to discern meaningful paths
forward together.

5. Attach recent audited financial statements (If unavailable, please provide the latest
financial information provided to the CRA Charities Directorate)

© Statements/information are attached (please check the box)

6. Contact information for key individual at the organization receiving the funds:
Name: 1) Margaret Bott, Green Team Chair, margbott1136@gmail.com

2) Peter Veselovsky, Parish Council, Care for Creation Space Task Force Leader,
peteratkonnexis@gmail.com

Parish Telephone: (613)729-5149

Mailing address: 940 Rex Ave, Ottawa ON K2A 2P7
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Summarize expens bcategt;ry\: (i.e. salérles, purchased go'o'd's. 6;‘§é/rv‘l¢es, étc.)

No | Title Cost Comment
1 | Interior Design $ 2,000 | Designspace layout for evaluation by stakeholders
Procure art that inspires care for creation from an
Indigenous perspective and communicates the
2 | Indigenous Art $ 10,000 | need to care forone another through reconciliation
Space was neglected for many years. Requires
facelift such as wall patching, panting, lighting to
General space be completed by parishioners or by directed
3 | improvements - donations.
Other fixed information Banners: St Kateri, St Francis, Laudato Si - Prayer
4 | materials $ 2,000 | fortheEarth
Currently access to the space is a hazard with two
steps barring people with mobility or visual
disabilities to enter the space. The steps are also a
hazard for people gathering in Narthex. We will be
5 | Accessibility/Safety - seeking directed parishioner donations.
Space not heated resulting in extreme cold during
winter months. We will be seeking directed
6 | Heating - parishioner donations.
Eliminate echo in the space by placing sound
7 | Acoustics $ 1,000 | absorbing panels as necessary.
Educational corner with on-demand presentation
of information like reference materials compiled by
Jesuit Forum in the Listening to Indigenous Voices
course about reconciliation
(https://jesuitforum.ca/sessions/detailed-
8 | Audio Visual Station $ 2,000 | references/)
Live Plants in Low Self watering live plants in planters that require
9 | Maintenance planters $ 2,000 | minimal maintenance
10 | Suitable Seating $ 3,000 | Seatingaround the perimeter of the space
TOTAL: $22,000.

N/A

2. Summarize program expenses by programme area: (if applicable)

3. Summarized expenses by year: (if applicable)

Year 1: Renos: painting + art + seats + video = $22,000




If th projectis elng de n artnershlp with other entities or NPOs, please attach
proposed agreements between the organization to be funded by this grant and the other
organization(s) N/A

[[] Draft agreements/information are attached (please check the box)
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