Join us for a special
Advent and Christmas!

Join us this Advent and Christmas season as we make our spiritual journey together as God’s people.
This year we will explore the theme of “home”, including how it intersects with the full range of human
experience and how it’s expressed in our deep longing for connection, intimacy and for God to come
close.
The Advent and Christmas scriptures are especially rich with home imagery: from Mary leaving her home
to visit Elizabeth, to Christ born in a stable on a journey home, to the Magi travelling far from home to pay
homage to Christ.
This special season kicks off on Nov. 28 with the first Sunday in Advent.
That’s when we will also launch our new “hybrid” worship service where we
invite you to take part in Sunday worship in one of three ways:
•
•
•

In-person
Online through our new livestream program
Online through our recorded program

The in-person worship will start at 9:30 am each Sunday. We will simultaneously livestream that service online. You will be able to access the livestream
service on your computer, phone, tablet or smart TV through a link on our
website, or by going to Cordova Bay United Church’s YouTube channel or
CBUC Facebook page. The service will also be recorded and posted online
for you to view anytime, just as you do now.
As well, we will provide a daily Advent devotional on our website and Facebook page starting with
Advent and running through to Epiphany. And look for other inspiring posts throughout Advent and
Christmas in your email inbox, on our website and on our Facebook page.

In-Person Worship Guidelines

In order to minimize risk to those attending in-person worship, the church council has put in place the
following guidelines:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

A maximum of 50 people will be accommodated in the sanctuary.
Those wishing to attend are required to register with the office by phone or email by the end of
Thursday on the week of the service.
Those attending are expected to be double vaccinated.
Even if you register, please do not attend if you are feeling unwell or someone close to you is
unwell, including if you have been in recent contact with someone who has tested positive for
Covid-19.
The pews will be marked to ensure separation of two metres (six feet) between bubbles.
Registrants must sit in open pews, and only with those who they consider to be in their bubble.
Please sanitize your hands upon entry into the building and adhere to the two-meter (six-feet)
distancing rule unless sitting with those in your family bubble.
Please wear a mask at all times and refrain from shaking hands and/or hugging other attendees.
There will be no in-person Fellowship Hour.

As well, in-person singing will not be permitted for the time being.
The online Fellowship Hour via Zoom at 11 am will continue as it has for the last year and a half. If
you do not receive the weekly email with the Zoom link to the online Fellowship Hour and would like it,
please contact the church office.
In order to allow us to continue with the present Fellowship Hour on Zoom, the service will commence
at 9:30 am instead of the usual 10 am, and the Worship Team will be designing the service to be
approximately 45 minutes long. This will allow those attending to have 45 minutes to get home to join
the Fellowship Hour.
Finally, it’s important to note that in-person worship is dependent on the Covid situation not
worsening.
We apologize for the necessary risk-mitigating restrictions, and hope that they can be relaxed as time
passes. Thank you all for your patience.

Sunday Worship beginning
November 28, 9:30am
In-Person and Livestreaming

How to connect to the livestream service
Connecting to the livestream service will be a lot like
connecting to the current online recorded service.

You will be able to go to the church website and click on a
livestream link. You will also be able to go to the church’s
YouTube channel or Facebook page and click on the
livestream link.
Rev. Bill Cantelon reported how easy it is to watch the
service on livestream. He said he watched a recent
livestream from Grace United in Edmonton on his smart TV
simply by going to YouTube and clicking on the “Live” icon.

How to connect to the recorded service

If you miss the livestream service or you prefer to watch the
service at another time, you’re in luck. We will record the
livestream service, post it to the church YouTube channel and
put a link on the church website so you can view it any time you
like.

Fellowship Time continues
every Sunday
on ZOOM, 11am

Request for in-person Welcome Team

We will need a small team of volunteers to welcome people to our inperson service. The welcome team will be briefed ahead of time on
their duties and responsibilities. They will also be required to adhere
to the in-person Covid guidelines.
If you are interested, kindly send an email to
Grace Lindsay at westcoastlindsays@gmail.com.

Message from your Stewardship Team

As we prepare to gather for in-person and livestream worship, let
us consider this reconnection as an opportunity to express our
joy and gratitude in as many ways as possible.
One way for us to demonstrate our gratitude at being reunited in
person is through the generosity of our financial givings to our
church. When we give abundantly and without hesitation, we live
our faith in a way that supports the spiritual practices provided by
our ministry team that help us to grow our faith and our ongoing
generosity.
For the past 19 months, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, inperson worship has not been available to our congregation. As a
result, some members who prefer to donate their givings when
attending the worship service have missed their opportunity to
give regularly.
The Stewardship Team encourages those who might be behind in their givings to celebrate the reopening of our church by bringing a generous donation to the upcoming in-person worship service.
For those who choose to view the worship service using the live streaming option but would like to
resume their regular givings, multiple alternative options exist. These include: dropping your givings
envelope in the church mail slot, e-transfers through your financial institution or registering with our
Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR) program.
In conclusion, our church needs your financial support in order to continue to thrive. Please give
joyously and generously in celebration of our return to in-person worship.

