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Reflection for Sunday, October 24, 2021 

 
I Can See Clearly Now!” 

 

May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

Let us pray: 

We thank you, God, for the beauty and wonder of creation; for all that is gracious 

in the lives of all your people, revealing the image of Christ; for food and shelter, 

for families and friends; for minds to think and hearts to love; for the strength to 

work, for delight in play, for the energy to live, and time to seek your way; for 

those who are courageous in conflict, patient in suffering, and faithful in adversity; 

for all who pursue justice, truth, and peace, we thank you, God. Amen. 

In our Gospel reading, Jesus is continuing his journey to Jerusalem and to the 

cross. He has just told the disciples, for the third time, that he will be killed by the 

collaboration of religious and political leaders. They are unwilling or unable fully 

to hear Jesus’ revelation about who he is and what he came to do. Then we have 

Bartimaeus who, though blind, seems to be one of the few who clearly sees who 

Jesus is. 

Bartimaeus is an example of one who is persistent in his calling for Jesus, despite 

the shouts for silence around him. Bartimaeus does not care about the crowd and 

the disciples’ estimation of his worth; he is waiting to hear what Jesus, the Son of 

David, has to say. Although physically blind, he knows whose opinion matters and 

he know where true power resides. He does not try to trick Jesus into giving him 

what he wants; his is a call for help: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 

(Mark 10:47m, 48). 

Hearing his cries, Jesus calls for Bartimaeus to approach him. Eagerly, he throws 

down his cloak, springs up, and comes to Jesus. He discards his cloak, his one and 

only worldly possession. This act signals his trust and hope that Jesus will give him 

what he truly needs (and desires). 

It is Bartimaeus—the least of society, so easily passed by and hindered by crowds 

pressing around Jesus—that shines as example of faithfulness. He does not need a 

cure for his bodily ailment in order to be faithful; he does not need to be socially 
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acceptable before coming to his Lord. Instead, he embodies faithfulness before 

being cured. Jesus publicly affirms his faith and trust. 

People do not need to be “fixed” or cohere with social expectations in order to 

access God. This is a human way of thinking. Those who are great by the world’s 

standards—are actually spiritually blind to the greatness of God’s kingdom. It may 

be worthwhile to ask, Where and when is it that we behave like the crowd? 

Where is it that we decide it is not worth listening to someone or some group, or 

that certain people’s perspectives are not worthy of our attention because of who 

they are? Instead, we need to remember our own brokenness and God’s great 

graciousness. We need to learn in humility from those we would so quickly pass 

by, and we need to enable others to approach Jesus. 

The story of Bartimaeus reminds us of the ways that God is still in the business of 

eliminating blindness and bringing light to all creation. What is the deep, 

impenetrable haze that fogs our eyes and blocks our vision? Our blindness may be 

to the many ways that people are experiencing economic, societal, or political 

injustice. Those who are “revered” and “honored” by our culture are actually 

spiritually unclean by kingdom standards, while those who are suffering receive 

little attention. 

There are those in our midst who are suffering physical, emotional, or relational 

blindness, as they struggle with brokenness in their bodies, their minds, and their 

relationships with others. How might a renewed trust in God and a commitment 

to the way of love and faithfulness and peace bring healing from God? People 

respond differently to suffering. Some isolate themselves from others and even 

try to separate themselves from God. Some complain because it hurts to suffer. 

Some give up and fall into a deep depression. Regardless of how one handles the 

stages of suffering, Sheila Beckford reminds us that we must honor their story. 

Jesus’ encounter with Bartimaeus gives us ideas to assist those who are suffering: 

(1) listen, (2) empathize, (3) pray for them, (4) ask to pray with them, (5) show up 

without judgment, (6) avoid blaming the person who is suffering for their own 

pain, and (7) believe that God is walking with us through the journey. 

Bill Cantelon 
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