
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Again and again…God loves first 

Sunday, March 14, 2021 
 
Prelude Dr. Garry Froese and the Masked Bandits 
 
Love Us into Fullness      More Voices 81 
 
1 Love us into fullness, 
 touch us with your grace; 
 Jesus, in your mercy, 
 draw us to your face. 
 
3 Love us into fullness, 
 and we will be strong; 
 Jesus, walk beside us, 
 fill our hearts with song. 
      
Love is the Touch      More Voices 89 
 
1 Love is the touch of intangible joy; 
 love is the force that no fear can destroy; 
 love is the goodness we gladly applaud: 
 God is where love is, for love is of God.  
  
3 Love is the light in the tunnel of pain; 
 love is the will to be whole once again; 
 love is the trust of a friend on the road: 
 God is where love is, for love is of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open My Eyes, That I May See                Voices United 371 
 
1 Open my eyes, that I may see 
 glimpses of truth thou hast for me; 
 place in my hands the wonderful key 
 that shall unclasp and set me free. 
 Silently now I wait for thee, 
 ready, my God, thy will to see. 
 Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
2 Open my ears, that I may hear 
 voices of truth thou sendest clear; 
 and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, 
 everything false will disappear. 
 Silently now I wait for thee, 
 ready, my God, thy will to see. 
 Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 
 
Welcoming and Announcements Stephen Godfrey 

Flowers for the service are offered by Chris & Stephen Godfrey 
in celebration of the lives of Chris’ parents, Geoff & Muriel Mathias 

and Stephen’s parents, Jeff & Vera Godfrey. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle & the Candles of Lent 
As the people of Israel walked in the desert,  
they followed the pillar of cloud by day,  
and the pillar of fire by night;  
as we journey this Lenten path,  
to Jerusalem, the cross, and beyond… 
we follow the light of Christ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Introit: Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Voices United 121) 
 
 Give us eyes to see you clearly, 
 make us children of your light; 
 give us hearts to live more nearly 
 as your gospel shining bright, 
 as your gospel shining bright. 
 
Call to Worship  
Before we were born, 
Before we took our first breath, 
Before the week started, 
Before the year started, 
Before we said, “I love you,” 
Before we said, “I’m sorry,” 
Before we figured out who we really are, 
Before we figured out who we want to be, 
Before it all— 
God loved us. 
Unconditionally, and freely, 
Fully and honestly— 
God loved us. 
Again and again, this where our story begins. 
Let us worship God! 
 
Opening Hymn: O God beyond All Praising (VU 256) 
 
1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 
 and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
 for we can only wonder at every gift you send, 
 at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
 we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
 we honour and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 
 
 

2 The flower of earthly splendour in time must surely die, 
 its fragile bloom surrender to you our God most high; 
 but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown, 
 though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown: 
 for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free, 
 and we through him are given the final victory. 
 
3 Then, hear O gracious Saviour, this song of praise we sing. 
 May we, who know your favour, our humble service bring; 
 and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
 we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still: 
 to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
 and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
 
Opening Prayer 
You, God, are our all-in-all,  
the ground of our being,  
the rock of our faith,  
the place of shelter,  
in the never-ending dance of our lives. 
For those moments in which we need calm,  
give us peace.  
For those moments in which we need to GO,  
give us energy.  
For those moments in which we need to simply be,  
give us love.  
And help us to be your conduits of love, energy, and peace  
that flow into the world.  
In Christ’s name, we ask it.  
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
 
 
 
 



Scripture Readings Jane Shumka 
Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament): Numbers 21:4-9 
Christian Scripture (New Testament): Ephesians 2:1-10 
Gospel Reading: John 3:14-21 
 
Anthem: There is a Balm in Gilead                African-American Spiritual 

Arranged by Christopher Ruck 
 
Refrain There is a balm in Gilead 
  to make the wounded whole. 
  There is a balm in Gilead 
  to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 
1 Sometimes I feel discouraged, 
 and think my work's in vain, 
 but then the Holy Spirit 
 revives my soul again.  Refrain 
 
2 If you cannot preach like Peter, 
 if you cannot pray like Paul, 
 you can tell the love of Jesus 
 and say, 'He died for all.'  Refrain 
 
Reflection: What Wondrous Love! 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
We believe God is love— 
unconditional, constant love. 
We believe this love exists for all,  
choosing each and every one of us,  
day after day,  
again and again and again. 
We believe that God’s love is like a river. 
Rivers cannot help but flow toward the sea;  
God’s love cannot help but move toward us.  
We are swimming in it. 

We believe that God loved first. 
We believe that God breathed life into dust. 
We believe that God said, “This is good,”  
and because we believe that God loved first,  
we strive to build lives that reflect God’s love.  
May we begin again here. Amen. 
 
Prayer Introit: Again and Again 

Music by Hannah Rand, Lyrics by Lenora Rand  
 
 Why are things so bro-ken? 
 Again and again we pray. 
 Where has all the mercy gone. 
 We are looking for your face; 
 We are calling out your name. 
 And if we’re silent 
 Even the stones will cry. 
 Even the stones will cry. 
 Hold us, show us 
 Again and again 
 Your love remains. 
 Hold us, show us 
 Again and again 
 Your love remains. 
 Everything’s so broken, 
 Still your love remains. 
 
Prayers for Other and Ourselves 
 
Closing Hymn: Let There Be Light (Voices United 679, vs. 1, 2, 5 & 6) 
 
1 Let there be light, 
 let there be understanding, 
 let all the nations gather, 
 let them be face to face; 
 



 
2 open our lips, 
 open our minds to ponder, 
 open the door of concord 
 opening into grace; 
 
5 your kingdom come, 
 your spirit turn to language, 
 your people speak together, 
 your spirit never fade; 
 
6 let there be light; 
 open our hearts to wonder, 
 perish the way of terror, 
 hallow the world God made. 
 
Benediction 
May the Christ who walks on wounded feet  
walk with us on the road. 
May the Christ who serves with wounded hands  
stretch out our hands to serve. 
May the Christ who loves with a wounded heart  
open our hearts to love. 
May we see the face of Christ in everyone we meet,  
and may everyone we meet see the face of Christ in us. 
 
Postlude: Go Now in Peace Words by Don Besig and Nancy Price 
      Music by Don Besig   
1 Go now in peace. 
 Never be afraid. 
 God will go with you 
 each hour of ev’ry day. 
 Go now in faith, 
 steadfast, strong and true. 
 Know He will guide you 
 in all you do. 

 
2 Go now in love, 
 and show you believe. 
 Reach out to others so 
 all the world can see. 
 God will be there 
 watching from above. 
 Go now in peace, 
 in faith, and in love. 


