CARE FOR CREATION Q&A - Updated August 12, 2026

1. Statement of Purpose
a) Who will it serve?

Itis intended primarily to serve the parish community of St. Basil's while also welcoming Indigenous
Catholics, Indigenous community members, small school groups, parish groups, visitors from
across the archdiocese, and anyone seeking a place for quiet reflection and learning. Although
rooted in our parish, the space is intended to be a resource for the wider community.

b) How will it be used?
The space will support several complementary purposes:
e personal prayer and meditation
e small group reflection and spiritual conversations
¢ Indigenous-Catholic dialogue and reconciliation activities
e educationalvisits by small school groups, parish groups and community organizations
e presentations on Indigenous spirituality, reconciliation and Care for Creation
e occasional ceremonial use, including baptisms if required

Its purpose is nhot to replace the church sanctuary or become another chapel, but to provide a
place dedicated to encounter, learning and contemplation.

c) When will it be available?

Whenever the church is open for parish activities. Organized groups would use the space by
arrangement so that programming can be coordinated without interfering with parish activities.

d) Primary messages
The space seeks to communicate several interconnected messages:
e every personis created in God's image and deserves dignity and respect
¢ reconciliation begins with listening, understanding and encounter
e Indigenous wisdom offers important perspectives on our relationship with Creation
e Catholics are called to Care for Creation as part of our faith

e healing and reconciliation are ongoing journeys requiring participation rather than simply
words

e) Could it attract people who are not parishioners?

Yes.



One of the objectives is to welcome schools, community organizations, Indigenous groups and
visitors who might never otherwise enter St. Basil's. The space creates opportunities for dialogue and
relationship building that extend beyond the parish itself.

2. Care for Creation or Chapel?
a) Is this meant to be a Care for Creation space or an auxiliary chapel?
Itis notintended to be an auxiliary chapel.

It is a sacred reflection space whose purpose combines prayer, education, contemplation and
dialogue. Prayer remains central but learning and reconciliation are equally important parts of its
mission.

b) Why has the Green Team felt the need for a dedicated space for Care for Creation?
Why dedicate a space?
Because important values become visible when they have a permanent home.

Catholic churches contain dedicated spaces that express what we value—baptistries, shrines,
reconciliation rooms, Stations of the Cross and memorial chapels.

Likewise, a permanent Care for Creation and Reconciliation space demonstrates that these are
enduring commitments of the Church rather than temporary projects.

c) Is the indigenous / reconciliation aspect our acknowledgement of the stewardship shown
by indigenous peoples and an opportunity to learn from them?

Yes.

The Indigenous component is both an acknowledgement of Indigenous stewardship of Creation and
an invitation to learn from Indigenous traditions.

The project is about walking together rather than appropriating another culture. Indigenous voices—
including Indigenous artists, Elders and knowledge keepers—will guide the interpretation of
Indigenous themes.

3. Baptistry
The baptistry is both being renovated and repurposed.
Importantly, the baptismal font remains in place.

Nothing prevents the space from being used again for baptisms when appropriate. In fact, making
the room welcoming, attractive and accessible could enhance future baptisms rather than diminish
them.

The project restores sacred purpose to a space that has largely become storage.



4. Why use the grant here?

The Indigenous Reconciliation Fund approved this specific proposal after evaluating its objectives
and consistency with the Fund's criteria.

The grant is therefore restricted to this project.
Using the funds elsewhere would not meet the conditions of the grant.

Equally important, this project enables improvements that otherwise could not be funded from
parish operating resources.

Ratherthan competing with other priorities, the grant allows external funding to restore an underused
space without drawing funds away from other parish needs.

5. Role of Indigenous Art
The Indigenous artwork is central—not decorative.
Original Indigenous art:
o expresses Indigenous spirituality through Indigenous voices
e creates opportunities for reflection without requiring lengthy text
e gives visibility to Indigenous culture within the Church
e invites conversations that may never occur through written materials alone

o reflects the goals of healing and reconciliation supported by the Indigenous Reconciliation
Fund

The art therefore becomes one of the primary teachers within the space.

6. Diocesan approval
The committee is committed to following all diocesan requirements.
The Indigenous Reconciliation Fund approval does not replace diocesan approval.

Once the detailed design is complete it will be submitted through the required diocesan approval
process before any work or procurement begins.

This ensures appropriate stewardship of both the building and its sacred character.



7. Funding and Under One Roof

The project was intentionally designed so that it would not compete with the Under One Roof
campaign.

Several factors support this:
e the $22,000 grant cannot legally be redirected to roof repairs

e improvements beyond the grant will rely primarily on directed donations and volunteer
labour

e manyimprovements (painting, decorating, landscaping, accessibility enhancements) can
be completed through donated time and materials

e operating costs will be minimized through efficient heating strategies and only heating the
space when required

The project therefore complements rather than competes with the parish's infrastructure priorities.

The committee also recognizes that Finance Council and the Premises Committee should remain
fully engaged as detailed designs develop.

8. Are we finding a use for an empty room?
This is perhaps the most important question.
The answer is both.
The parish identified an unmet pastoral need:
e more opportunities for reconciliation
e more opportunities for Indigenous dialogue
o awelcoming place for quiet reflection
e avisible commitment to Care for Creation

At the same time, it recognized that the former baptistry—already a sacred place but no longer
regularly used for baptisms—could meet those needs with relatively modest investment.

Good stewardship often means adapting existing spaces rather than constructing new ones.

The project therefore responds to both an unmet ministry need and an underused sacred space.



9. Other comments

Some concerns raised are useful design considerations rather than reasons to abandon the
project.

For example:
e artwork, furnishings and plants will naturally reduce echo
e accessibility improvements benefit everyone, especially older parishioners
o careful heating solutions can improve comfort without excessive operating costs

e preserving the existing font respects the history of the space while allowing it to serve
today's pastoral needs

These details should continue to evolve through consultation and detailed design.

The following Q&A items are in response to the Community Consultations that occurred after
each of the masses on August 8" and 9" in the church hall

10. What is the Option A proposal in the Design Document?

w

The somewhat representative but not final design above is the least costly approach that achieves
the noted objectives, which matches the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund (IRF) funding application
and expectation from the IRF as to how the $22,000 will be spent (funds have been received by St.
Basil’s):

e Interior Design plan which created Plan A view (and other enhancements) - $2,000 spent
e Indigenous Art - $10,000, commission has been arranged pending go ahead with Steph
Babij, Ojibwe artist



e Refinish the walls - paint - part of Church general maintenance, allow for $ 500 incremental
cost (not part of IRF grant funding). KofC have agreed to support this area of the project.

e New Banners - St. Kateri, Laudato Si — Prayer for the Earth — allocated $2,000

e Accessibility/Safety —no changes, beyond scope of funding, status quo on building structure,
also means the Font, associated fixtures, and the entry gate, all protected liturgical artefacts,
remain untouched and are to be preserved and protected as currently practiced, baptism oils
may remain in the cabinet.

e Heating — a parishioner has indicated a willingness to purchase a small space heater for the
area for occasional use in winter when and if required for any specific gatherings, otherwise
status quo (heated by the building and Narthex as this is an open space adjunct. Church
does not have A/C - no change.

e Acoustics - $1,000 allocated for sound absorbing panels — lightweight acoustic panels, either
suspended or applied on walls with input from the premises committee

o Audio Visual Station — a lightweight OLED panel display, location may be adjusted to location
above current power outlet in the room, $2,000 allocated which also covers a media port
mini-PC box to accept digital input.

e Live Plants in Low Maintenance Planters - $2,000 allocated (like other plants at the church a
volunteer or two to help keep them healthy would be appreciated)

e Wood chairs for times when people wish to sit - $3,000 allocated.

Upon approval of this project per consultation with parishioners, Fr. Adolphous and Archdiocesan
approval, the specific timelines to implement the project will be established. The Premises
Committee will oversee the painting, installation of art hanging hooks, and any acoustic dampening
materials. The Green Team/Care for Creation team will manage greenery and engagement with
Indigenous representatives to green light the artwork creation, messaging to outside communities
that the space is being created, and to foster awareness of the space across our parish and beyond.
The office will handle any queries regarding access for specific groups visiting the space to avoid
scheduling conflicts (similar to managing the hall rental but without any commercial requirements
for payment).

11. How did the IRF Funding Take Place and what is the status?

Indigenous Reconciliation Fund: The Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall Diocesan Reconciliation
Committee (DRC) submitted the application using the Diocesan or Regional Application for Project
Funding IRF provided form. It was accompanied by letters of support from the Executive Director of
the Kateri Native Ministry of Ottawa, Donna Naughton, and a signed letter of support from 34
members of the Indigenous Catholics of The Archdiocese of Ottawa. The Diocesan Bishop (Marcel)
and the Chair of the Diocesan Reconciliation Committee (Fred Gloade) signed the IRF funding
application.

The application was approved based upon its adherence to key funding criteria and guidelines:

e Healing and Reconciliation for Communities and Families

e Education and Community Building

e Dialogue Involving Indigenous Elders, Spiritual Leaders, and Youth
e Culture and Language Revitalization



The partnership with Kateria Native Ministry has evidenced the behaviour of St. Basil’s Parish to
promote dialogue and understanding between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.

The application was approved with no reservations and the IRF are currently requesting an update on
progress, knowing that the Archidiocese halted further advancement of the project until the parish,
with its new administrator Fr. Adolphus, and the new Pastoral Committee, have engaged the parish
community in consultation and information sharing.

12. How many people can be in the Baptistry area — what is the capacity for groups?

The Ontario Building Code and Ontario Fire Code utilize similar occupant load factors and indicate
the space, being approximately 16 feet in diameter with the central font occupying approximately 15
sf, can support 43 persons standing or 23 persons if configured with non-fixed chairs.

While these are code related occupancy limits, the design suggests 10 chairs to create a
contemplative and comfortable space. The chairs are easily moved to allow for small numbers to
cluster if desired such as 3 or 4 people. At times where a knowledgeable leader is explaining the
meaning of any artwork, or using the display panel to present educational content, standing and a
small amount of seating will be available. Youth are likely to stand in these situations and a group of
10-15 seems a more reasonable maximum. [f there are larger numbers of people seeking to access
the space, it would be expected that those wishing to view any of the artwork or presentations would
do so in smaller groups one at a time. Larger groups would be better served meeting in the church
basement if there are more involved presentations to be delivered. The Care for Creation would be a
point of interest and serve to provide a message of welcome upon arriving at the front of the church
(Narthex).

The display screen can be set to loop presentations, likely to be a few minutes long, and small
numbers of interested visitors can take turns at the display panel. At other times the panel will be off
and those entering the space can sit quietly in contemplation.

13. Will the Baptismal Font be Moved?

For clarity and assurance, the baptismal font and the baptistry iron gate are protected liturgical
artefacts under the Copyright Act (RSC, 1985, c. C-42). St. Basil’s did move the baptismal font to the
front of the church at one time in the past, as the Church had shifted its doctrine to raise baptisms
up to the same level as the main congregation. While baptisms continue to take place in front of the
church altar today, the baptismal font was returned to its original location in the Baptistry area. Given
its fragility, and mandate to exercise care in preserving these artefacts, it will not be moved as part of
this project or any project contemplated at this time at St. Basil’'s. The history of the church
architecture is remarkable and a blessing to our community and some of this is captured on the
church website under History. It will be protected during any painting or other work being done in the
baptistry.

14. Will this updated space be supportive of Reconciliation?

Yes. As stated in the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund application and further explained in a previous
question and answer, significant indigenous consultation has taken place to bring this project to this



stage, with letters of support leading to the Bishop Marcel signing the IRF application and the IRF
granting the funds and transferring them to St. Basil’s.

As a minimum this space will tangibly indicate to anyone entering the church that St Basil’s is
welcoming indigenous and non-indigenous, which is also stated in the opening words of the St.
Basil’s Mission statement, “We of St. Basil’s Parish, strive to be a welcoming community of Christian
believers...”. Thatis animportant element of Reconciliation. The topic of Reconciliationis an ongoing
topic and while this space will be a visual recognition of St. Basil’s journey forward, the expectation
is that it will foster further growth in our community of indigenous and non-indigenous parishioners.

15. What would happen if the Kateri masses were to take place elsewhere?

While St. Basil’s has been and continues to be a welcoming place for all, and especially appreciates
the tremendous learnings, wisdoms and guidance that have come from the Kateri services at St.
Basil’s, the value of creating a welcoming environment through this Care for Creation project would
remain. This project is for today and for tomorrow. It is to foster new initiatives from our youth who
observe the welcome and take a moment to learn about Reconciliation and perhaps increase their
engagement with our parish community. Itis for everyone coming through the doors to regularly take
note of the importance of Care for Creation and is a living example of what was brought forward with
Laudato Si.

16. Does this project negatively impact the Under One Roof Campaign or parishioner
donations on a weekly basis to meet operating needs of the Church?

It is expected that there is no negative impact as the IRF funding covers the costs of the Option A
modifications as described above, acknowledging that painting the walls will be handled by a small
budget and work supported by the Knights of Columbus . Some parishioners have identified their
support for the Care for Creation space, and separate from Under One Roof or weekly collections,
have indicated a willingness to fund some enhancements for the space, thereby maintaining the
priorities of the Finance Committee and our community to address both operational and capital
needs for St. Basil’s.

The Care for Creation baptistry update can be expected to foster some parish growth. This may
support church attendance which is a positive influence on weekly collections (some call this
keeping the lights on) and special collections, such as the Under One Roof Campaign.

17. Where may | view the detailed Business Plan with SMART objectives?

This project is modest in scope, taking the relatively unused Baptistry area, and updating it or as one
parishioner stated, “making it pretty”, with a fresh coat of paint, the application of indigenous art, a
display panel, tasteful selection of some chairs and greenery, and explanatory banners. Over time
the space will attract other items relevant to Reconciliation.

There is no business plan as that approach is more fitting to larger projects that involve actual
renovations for example. However, there was a specific formality required to obtain the Indigenous
Reconciliation Fund grant of $22,000, and the committee working on this project had to supply
supporting documentation to obtain the grant. As listed above that comprised of letters of support
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from Indigenous leaders and communities, and an expenses budget which was part of the IRF
application and has been detailed above (which is Option A). Per the design document that was
posted in the documentation for the Parish Forum, the other options provide for some more
advanced lighting fixtures, actual wood panel slotted wall fixtures, and variations on acoustic
dampening. The other options would be future possibilities or perhaps never pursued as St. Basil’s
does have its primary needs around ongoing operational funding (keep the lights on) and the Under
One Roof Capital project.

SMART Goals can be viewed as follows.

Specific — the working committee on the Care for Creation Project has conducted the research,
development, funding request and gathering of the design document, Option A being the operative
plan as it aligns to the $22,000 grant. The updates are as listed (paint, artwork, chairs, greenery,
banners). There will be a task of messaging that the space exists, and the Care for Creation team
shall have the task of raising awareness of the space, and the Indigenous communities will be
advised of the presence of the space to accelerate/foster its usage.

Measurable - the physical aspects will be clearly observed, paint done, chairs in place, greenery in
place, artwork hanging, banners posted, and these items can be checked off as complete by the
Green Team working in conjunction with the Premises Committee. The Finance Committee monitors
all church financial matters.

Achievable — one can envision the stated activities as being achieved considering the strength of St.
Basil’s volunteer resources and associated contractor as may be required for painting. The premises
committee orders ongoing church maintenance with known contractors (e.g. paint), the indigenous
artistis awaiting approval to commence the pre-arranged commission, the chair purchase will come
to the office for approvals, and the greenery will be directed by the Care for Creation team.

Relevant —this project advances upon Laudauto Si, aligns to the St. Basil’s message of welcome. The
concept of Reconciliation and Care for Creation was broadly supported during the recent
consultations.

Time-Bound -itis desired to let the Archidiocese know that consultations have been conducted, and
from the survey responses (survey target to be completed by mid-August 2026), a request to “green
light” the project sent before the last week of August. Out of courtesy the Indigenous Reconciliation
Fund would like to know the status of the project in the month of August 2026. Upon approval the
timelines can be more firmly established. Painting typically requires a few weeks to schedule and
complete. Receipt timing for the indigenous art needs to be confirmed with the artist. Selection of
chairs and greenery can be anticipated to take place within a 30-day window and is likely not a critical
path item. Selection and purchase of the display panel and media box can also align to the chair and
greenery timeline (within 30 days is ample time). If approval is in place by September 1%, one can
imagine the Care for Creation space being available for usage before the winter sets in, and perhaps
by mid-Fall.

18. What about Ongoing Maintenance?

The space will continue to be maintained as current with the additional requirement to care for the
plants and manage any changes of banners or artwork (remove, replace). As this is a practice taking
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place in the main church (banners change, plants are watered) it is expected that minimal
incremental effort is required to manage the Baptistry beyond current efforts.

19. Is there an option to change this project to an outdoor space instead, such as a healing circle
as has once been proposed for the courtyard?

This particular project and funding is for the Baptistry project as submitted and approved and funded
by the IRF. The idea of an outdoor healing circle has been recognized but is not part of this particular
project. There are also considerations for outdoor spaces given the cost of landscaping work and
seasonality of usage. This is however an idea that has been noted and may be something for a future
effort. The journey of Care for Creation is expected to be ongoing, and the hope is this Baptistry
project once approved and completed as an active task will allow parish volunteer resources who
work on these projects to then turn to “what is next?”

20. How will the Pastoral Council make a final decision on whether to proceed with the Baptistry
Care for Creation project?

A questionisto beissuedto the parishioners via MailChimp and also by paper ballot for those without
access to email. In order to properly gather up votes it will be necessary to identify by name those
who are voting and the approach is to generally follow the voting rules in place for Municipal
elections, such as a minimum age of 16 to vote, and being a registered or known parishioner of St.
Basil’s Parish. The office has a list of all registered parishioners. Votes will be counted by three
members of the parish to be selected (volunteers) to ensure a fair and impartial count.

It is intended that the date(s) and manner in which parishioners can register their vote on the
proposal will be determined not later than August 14, 2026, and conveyed at the masses of August
15" and 16™.

Additional Information on Website

The parish website has a specific area for Care for Creation under the Home tab at the top of the
homepage https://stbasilsparish.ca/careforcreation.html. The following additional documents can
be found there:

- Indigenous Reconciliation Fund (IRF) application
- Letters of Indigenous Support

- August 8&9, 2026 Meeting Flip Chart Notes

- August 9" Introduction by Task Force Chair
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