
Robert Reginald Whale, Study of a man’s Head, oil on canvas    

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Anderson 

This exhibition examines the significant influence 

of family with the work of Robert Reginald Whale 

and his  sons John Claude and Robert Heard and 

nephew John Hicks Whale.   

Robert Reginald Whale,  a self-taught artist was 

born in Cornwall County, England, in 1805.  He 

was one of the first  professional artists to work in 

what is now southwestern Ontario. Best known for  

a handful of frequently reproduced landscapes - 

panoramic views of Hamilton and Dundas from 

the Niagara Escarpment and of Niagara Falls - 

he also specialized in portraiture and genre 

painting. 

Unable to support a growing family, Whale, his 

wife Ellen Heard and 5 children emigrated to 

Canada  in June 1852. They settled first in the ru-

ral village of Burford, then in 1864 moved to the 

nearby town of Brantford, where Whale estab-

lished a family studio that employed his sons John 

Claude (1852-1905) and Robert Heard (1857-

1906) and his nephew John Hicks Whale (1829-

1905), all 3 of whom went on to establish profes-

sional careers of their own.  

The paintings drawn together for this exhibition 

demonstrate the Whale family's important artistic 

and cultural legacy and  help to define the im-

pact of the family influence.  

The Art Centre has long realized the importance 

of showcasing student artwork.  It is an experi-

ence that many students will remember for a 

lifetime and others will use a starting point in pur-

suing their life’s ambitions.  For our community it 

offers an energetic, welcoming and straightfor-

ward exhibition that we can all take pride in. 

The Art Centre has acquired a lot of art work 

over the last 49 years.  Most are representative 

of their time in history, but some fall beyond the 

realm of our collection mandate.   

This exhibition brings  together a diverse selec-

tion of works by contemporary artists who have 

felt the pull of the unusual or extraordinary.  The 

works on display in-

clude sculpture, 

drawings, fiber art 

and painting, with 

subjects ranging 

from masks, folk, 

and  the unusual.  

Featured artists in-

clude Walter Stan-

sell, Walter Redinger,  

and Frances Everitt, 

among others.  
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“Arts, culture, and heritage                     

are viewed not only as amenities to 

improve the quality of life, but as a 

foundation upon which the future of 

these rural/small communities rests. 

The arts and creative activities can 

profoundly affect the ability of a town 

not only to survive over time,             

but to thrive. “ 

 

The upcoming elections                        

will see so many of us focusing                      

on the issues and concerns that are 

most important in our lives. One thing 

that is easy to agree on is that we want 

to live in vibrant, healthy, well-rounded 

communities.  Over the next six months, 

as you’re talking with neighbours, 

friends, co-workers and candidates 

these are some facts to share about the 

importance of the arts in making our 

communities all that they can be           

… for everyone. 

9 in 10 residence of                

Ontario agree that an active 

local art scene helps make a 

community a better place to 

live and helps bring people 

from diverse backgrounds to-

gether as a community. 

(source: Nanos Research (2017) Impres-

sions of the Impact of the Arts on Quality 

of Life and Well-being in Ontario) 

Of people agree that arts activities 

help enrich the quality of our lives. 

(source: Nanos Research (2017) Impressions of the 

Impact of the Arts on Quality of Life and Well-being 

in Ontario) 

Of people agree that engaging 

children in the arts is important to 

their overall development. 

(source: Nanos Research (2017) Impressions of the 

Impact of the Arts on Quality of Life and Well-being 

in Ontario) 

In April the Art Centre finds itself right in 

the middle of eight weeks of student art 

exhibitions.  Displaying the work of 

hundreds of young artists and welcom-

ing hundreds more on free tours of the 

exhibitions.  We celebrate art in our 

community and in our schools be-

cause: 

 Art develops focus and increases 

attention 

 Art builds self-esteem and is em-

powering, 

 Art teaches risk taking and learn-

ing from one's mistakes. 

 Art teaches children that there 

can be more than one solution to 

the same problem. 

 Art provides a way, a common 

ground to reach across racial ste-

reotypes social barriers and preju-

dices. 

 Art stimulates both sides of the 

brain and creates a holistic world 

view. 

 Through art children express 

themselves and learn about who 

they are and how they are 

unique. 

Of people agree that participat-

ing in art activities builds a shared 

sense of community identity. 

 (source: Nanos Research (2017) Impressions of 

the Impact of the Arts on Quality of Life and Well-

being in Ontario) 

(Source: Duxbury, N., Campbell, H., &             

Keurvorst, E. (2009). Developing and Re-

vitalizing Rural Communities. Creative 

City Network of Canada) 


