St Basil's Baptistry - Care for Creation Update
Q&A for August 8 & 9, 2026 Meetings

1. Statement of Purpose

a) Who will it serve?

It is intended primarily to serve the parish community of St. Basil's while also welcoming
Indigenous Catholics, Indigenous community members, small school groups, parish
groups, visitors from across the Archdiocese, and anyone seeking a place for quiet reflection
and learning. Although rooted in our parish, the space is intended to be a resource for the
wider community.

b) How will it be used?

The space will support several complementary purposes:

personal prayer and meditation

small group reflection and spiritual conversations

Indigenous-Catholic dialogue and reconciliation activities

educational visits by small school groups, parish groups and community
organizations

presentations on Indigenous spirituality, reconciliation and Care for Creation
e occasional ceremonial use, including baptisms if required

Its purpose is not to replace the church sanctuary or become another chapel, but to
provide a place dedicated to encounter, learning and contemplation.

c) When will it be available?

Whenever the churchis open for parish activities. Organized groups would use the space by
arrangement so that programming can be coordinated without interfering with parish
activities.

d) Primary messages

The space seeks to communicate several interconnected messages:

e every personis created in God's image and deserves dignity and respect

e reconciliation begins with listening, understanding and encounter

¢ Indigenous wisdom offers important perspectives on our relationship with
Creation

e Catholics are called to Care for Creation as part of our faith

e healing and reconciliation are ongoing journeys requiring participation rather than
simply words



e) Could it attract people who are not parishioners?

Yes.

One of the objectives is to welcome schools, community organizations, Indigenous groups
and visitors who might never otherwise enter St. Basil's. The space creates opportunities for
dialogue and relationship building that extend beyond the parish itself.

2. Care for Creation or Chapel?

a) Is this meant to be a Care for Creation space or an auxiliary chapel?

Itis not intended to be an auxiliary chapel.

Itis a sacred reflection space whose purpose combines prayer, education, contemplation
and dialogue. Prayer remains central but learning and reconciliation are equally important
parts of its mission.

b) Why has the Green Team felt the need for a dedicated space for Care for Creation?

Why dedicate a space?

Because important values become visible when they have a permanent home.

Catholic churches contain dedicated spaces that express what we value—baptistries,
shrines, reconciliation rooms, Stations of the Cross and memorial chapels.

Likewise, a permanent Care for Creation and Reconciliation space demonstrates that these
are enduring commitments of the Church rather than temporary projects.

c) Isthe indigenous / reconciliation aspect our acknowledgement of the
stewardship shown by Indigenous peoples and an opportunity to learn from
them?

Yes.

The Indigenous component is both an acknowledgement of Indigenous stewardship of
Creation and an invitation to learn from Indigenous traditions.

The project is about walking together rather than appropriating another culture. Indigenous
voices—including Indigenous artists, Elders and knowledge keepers—will guide the
interpretation of Indigenous themes.

3. Baptistry

The baptistry is both being renovated and repurposed.

Importantly, the baptismal font remains in place and is not to be moved to preserve its
integrity and importance. The original architecture of the church that harmonizes the
baptistry with the altar remains intact.



Nothing prevents the space from being used again for baptisms when appropriate. In fact,
making the room welcoming, attractive and accessible could enhance future baptisms
rather than diminish them.

The project restores sacred purpose to a space that has largely become storage.

Why was there originally a separate baptistry, and why is it no longer used for
baptisms?

In the early Church, baptistries were built as separate spaces because Baptism marked a
person’s entrance into the Christian community. Adult catechumens were baptized there
before entering the church for the first time to participate in the Eucharist. Following the
Second Vatican Council, the Church emphasized celebrating Baptism within the gathered
community to highlight that it is the sacrament by which we become members of the Body
of Christ. As aresult, baptisms are now ordinarily celebrated in the main worship space, and
separate baptistries are no longer needed for their original liturgical purpose, although they
remain historically and spiritually significant.

4. Why use the grant here?

The Indigenous Reconciliation Fund approved this specific proposal after evaluating its
objectives and consistency with the Fund's criteria.

The grant is therefore restricted to this project.

Using the funds elsewhere would not meet the conditions of the grant.

Equally important, this project enables improvements that otherwise could not be funded
from parish operating resources.

Rather than competing with other priorities, the grant allows external funding to restore an
underused space without drawing funds away from other parish needs.

5. Role of Indigenous Art

The Indigenous artwork is central—not decorative.
Original Indigenous art:

expresses Indigenous spirituality through Indigenous voices

creates opportunities for reflection without requiring lengthy text

gives visibility to Indigenous culture within the Church

invites conversations that may never occur through written materials alone
reflects the goals of healing and reconciliation supported by the Indigenous
Reconciliation Fund

The art therefore becomes one of the primary teachers within the space.



6. Diocesan approval

The Pastoral Council is committed to following all diocesan requirements and continues to
actively liaise with the diocese regarding the status of this project.

The Indigenous Reconciliation Fund approval does not replace diocesan approval.

Once the detailed design is complete it will be submitted through the required diocesan
approval process before construction begins.

This ensures appropriate stewardship of both the building and its sacred character.

7. Funding and Under One Roof

The project was intentionally designed so that it would not compete with the Under One
Roof campaign.
Several factors support this:

e the $22,000 grant cannot legally be redirected to roof repairs

e improvements beyond the grant will rely primarily on directed donations and
volunteer labour

e manyimprovements (painting, decorating, landscaping, accessibility
enhancements) can be completed through donated time and materials

e operating costs will be minimized through efficient heating strategies and only
heating the space when required

The project therefore complements rather than competes with the parish's infrastructure
priorities.

The Pastoral Council also recognizes that the Finance Council and the Premises
Committee should remain fully engaged as detailed designs develop.

8. Are we finding a use for an empty room or
meeting an identified need?

This is perhaps the most important question.
The answer is both.
The parish identified an unmet pastoral need:

more opportunities for reconciliation

more opportunities for Indigenous dialogue
a welcoming place for quiet reflection

a visible commitment to Care for Creation



At the same time, it recognized that the former baptistry—already a sacred place but no
longer regularly used for baptisms—could meet those needs with relatively modest
investment.

Good stewardship often means adapting existing spaces rather than constructing new
ones.

The project therefore responds to both an unmet ministry need and an underused sacred
space.

9. The Application Process for Funding

The initial application process was completed in the spring of last year with a submission to
the Diocesan Reconciliation Committee (DRC). It was based on the work of the Green Team
and the Task Force committee that was formed under Father Daryold.

The DRC reviewed the application and determined it met their diocesan objectives for
funding and revised it for submission to the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund (IRF).

The Pastoral and Finance Councils received word of the approval of a grant in the amount of
$ 22,000 from the IRF in December of last year. The funds have been received by the parish
and are held in a separate account at this moment.

The Parish Forum held May 31, 2026 provided some further information on the status of the
IRF application and a couple of design concepts that were being provided to obtain feedback
on how the space could be utilized. This was needed to respond to the request for an update
from the IRF on the progress of the project for which they have already provided funding.

At the same time the Archdiocese has reinforced the need for the project to meet their
expectations on the alternate use of a liturgical space.

The August 8 & 9 meetings with parishioners will allow the Pastoral Council to respond to
these two bodies before the end of August to either move on with the project or return the
funds to the IRF.

10. Other comments

Some concerns raised are useful design considerations rather than reasons to abandon
the project.
For example:

e artwork, furnishings and plants will naturally reduce echo



e accessibility improvements benefit everyone, especially older parishioners.
Although we are not able to add any type of permanent ramp or levelling solution,
we are looking at a portable ramp solution.

e careful heating solutions can improve comfort without excessive operating costs

e preserving the existing font respects the history of the space while allowing it to
serve pastoral needs if required in the future.

These details should continue to evolve through consultation and detailed design.



