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An Invitation To Participate

See the Communique in full colour on the 
church web page http://colborne711.org

Colborne Communique
Submit material to the Church office on the due date no later 
than 1:00 pm Preferred method is an attachment typed in 
Microsoft Word and photos as attachments.

January 27 February  3

March 31 April 7

September 22September 15

November 24 December 1

June 2 June 9

Material Due Print Copy2023

Note . . . . From The Editor
In these most unusual times the December 
edition of the Communique is available 
in e-mail format.  There are print copies 
published for those without internet.

Stay safe — stay healthy

2022 Official Board Executive

Official Board Chair .......... Archie Wright
Recording Secretary ......... Trish Ashbury
Trustees Chair ..................Don Mathewson 
Stewards Chair .................Gail Hutchinson
 Paul Wiancko
Treasurer .......................... John Obright
Clerk of Session ...............Eleanor Hunt
Worship & Music. .............. Ron McClatchie
Pastoral Care....................Sheila Lui
Christian Education .......... Dayna Munro
Nominations/Membership . Cathy Cull
 Anne Obright
Regional Lay Representative . Susan Staples
Ministry & Personnel ......... Greg Dickinson
Mission & Service ............. Marion Chamberlain
Local Outreach .................Jill Bell
Refugee Assistance .......... Anne Alton
UCW President .................Sheila Lui
Audio-Visual .....................Andrew McKinlay
Communique .................... Jo-Anne Psiuk-Rodgers 
Archives ............................ Trish Ashbury
Ministry .............................Rev. Frank Staples
Children’s Ministry ............ Dayna Munro

Positive Energy

Colborne 
Opportunities

What a wonderful way to share your ideas 
and meet folks!  Have you considered joining 
a Church Committee in 2023?

We are extending an invitation for you to 
consider participating in one of the various 
committees at Colborne – Membership, 
Session, Mission And Service, Stewards, 
and others - beginning February 1, 2023 to 
January 31, 2024. Contact the church office 
at: church@colborne711.org; 519-432-4552 
or Cathy Cull at: cullcathy@rogers.com; or call   
519-660-0586 for more details. The Trustee 
Committee is complete for 2023.

‘’The church is brick and mortar, but the 
heart of it – is the people within it.’’

Thank you for your consideration and looking 
forward to your response.

Christmas Blessings
Anne Obright and Cathy Cull

Co-Chairs Nomination/Membership Committee
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Rev. Frank Staples

Please remember to contact the Church office 
if you know of a Colborne Street family member 
who is in hospital, is scheduled to be in hospital 
or someone who would like a call. 

Pastoral Care is an important part of our 
Colborne Ministry.

In case you haven’t heard… Christmas will soon be 
here!  Already, we are set to enter the season of Advent, 
four weeks that mark our march toward that precious 
Christmas Day. And for this reason, I want to remind 
you how important it is to remember the reason we 
celebrate Christmas in the 
first place—how important 
it is that we be aware that 
in the very midst of our 
busy preparations for the 
celebration of Christ’s birth 
in ancient Bethlehem, Christ 
is reborn in the Bethlehems 
of our own homes and daily 
lives. Therefore, I encourage 
everyone during Advent to 
slow down, be still, and be 
awake to the Divine Mystery 
that looks so common and ordinary yet is wondrously 
present. 
An old abbot was fond of saying, “The devil is always 
the most active on the highest feast days. The supreme 
trick of Old Scratch is to have us so busy decorating, 
preparing food, practising music, and cleaning in 
preparation for the feast of Christmas that we miss 
the coming of Christ. Hurt feelings, anger, impatience, 
injured egos—the list of clouds that busyness creates 
to blind us to the birth can be long, but it is familiar 
to us all.”
So, what can we do to remain awake to the Divine 
Mystery and not miss the coming of the Holy?  Well, 
let me preface my advice by referencing Scripture, 
which points to Advent as the perfect time to clear and 
prepare the Way, to clear our hearts of all those things 
that harm us and others—in other words, to prepare 
our hearts for peace. Advent is the perfect training 
camp for those who desire peace. By reflection and 
prayer, by reading and meditation, we can make our 
hearts a place where a blessing of peace would want 
to reside and where the rebirth of the Prince of Peace 

might take place. That is what we can do during the 
wonderful season of Advent!
In all reality, life is a constant Advent season from one 
day to the next. We are continually waiting to become, 
to discover, to learn, to transform. It is a time when 
the bad can prepare themselves to become good, and 
the good can arrange to become better. And may it be 
known that hope and struggle, fear and expectation, 
will all be part of a true Advent experience.
Folks, we can make an Advent examination of our 
daily lives. We can ask ourselves, especially during 
such devisive times as we are currently experiencing: 
Do we harbour any feelings of discrimination toward 
race, gender, sexual orientation, political ideology, or 
religion? Is there a lingering resentment living in our 
hearts, an unforgiven injury, perhaps, that we need 
to address? Do we look down upon others of lesser 
social standing or educational achievement? Are 
we generous with the gifts that have been given to 
us, seeing ourselves as their stewards and not their 
owners? Are we reverent of others, their ideas and 
needs, and of all creation? These and other questions 
become Advent lights by which we may search the 
deep, dark corners of our hearts.
In summary, may this Advent season be for you a 
time for bringing more hope, positive transformation, 
and peace to your lives. May Christ be reborn in the 
Bethlehem of your homes and your daily lives. May 
your Advent journey be fruitful, and may it be capped 
with a most wonderful and meaningful Christmas Day. 
God bless you all!

An Advent Message 
From Your Minister

Rev. Frank
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Archie Wright 
Chair, Official Board

The Boardwalk

Wheels To Worship

There is no cost to ride the bus. 
If you would like to ride the bus to worship, 
please contact our Church Administrator, 

Norma-Jean – 519-432-4552.

The Sunshine Bus offers 
door-to-door service.

Archie Wright
Chair, Official Board

The fall term has been exceptionally busy and 
Reverend Frank has been more than equal to the 
task. Those members who 
were able to attend church 
in person have been very 
impressed with Frank’s 
warmth and Sunday services. 
The number of members 
attending morning services 
has steadily increased, 
encouraged by Frank’s 
willingness to provide a 
familiar lectionary format 
while sharing his own perspective on faith matters 
and challenging listeners to reflect on the status quo.

The Official Board has assisted various committees 
with planning for the Advent Season while preparing 
for the new year with renewed hope and enthusiasm. 
Many of those events you will find described in other 
Communique articles. Our Board Secretary, Trish 
Ashbury, provides detailed minutes of the Board 
meetings and I encourage everyone to peruse them if 
you wish to acquire more details on church happenings.

It’s important to be aware that Frank’s wife Susan 
intends to play a very active role as a member and has 
already volunteered to serve as our lay representative 
for the Antler River Regional Council. Thank you Susan!

As activity at church increases, it will become even 
more critical for everyone to offer assistance by 
signing up to participate in the service by reading the 
Scriptures, processing with the Bible and Candle or as 
Greeters at the church entries. Coffee time organizers 
are always looking for help and Norma-Jean continues 
to provide sign-up sheets online or at the Church office.

Finally, as previously announced, Terry and Brenda 
Fieldhouse are leaving Colborne and will transfer to 
Siloam United Church.

For many years Brenda and Terry have shared their 
talents to enhance the benefits of prayerful worship 
with the Colborne family and they will be dearly 
missed. Our very sincere best wishes and prayers go 
with them as they pursue the next chapter in their 
faith story.

Friends, Advent is a season of candlelight, reflection 
and expectation. Let’s come together in our beautiful 
sanctuary to renew our commitment to the Christ story 
led by our dynamic and worshipful new ministerial 
leader who wants us to continue uniting in lighting 
the way.

Christmas Greetings 
Colborne Family Members
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 Kennedy, 
Kimber-Johnson 

Director of Music.

In Tune

Kennedy Kimber-Johnson

Mission Minute

Nourishing Bodies and Hearts:
Ashrafi’s Story

One in nine people around the world is going 
hungry according to the United Nations. Since the 
pandemic struck, 40 percent more people in need 
of a nutritious meal have turned to the Fred Victor 
Centre, a Mission & Service partner, for help. That’s 
one of the reasons why the 240 community gardens 
it runs are so important.

“Every day, we’ll see 250-300 people standing 
outside for food. That is all the encouragement 
we need to keep growing and cooking. We donate 
most of the fruits and vegetables to our kitchen, 
and our participants get fresh veggies and support 
from us,” says Ashrafi, Fred Victor’s garden centre 
coordinator.

Today, over 200 families, many living in poverty, 
grow their own nutritious food at Fred Victor’s 
gardens thanks to generous supporters like you.

But there’s more to the gardens than the food.
Ashrafi says children learn where food comes from 

by gardening, and participants tell her they feel less 
stress and pain, have more energy, and meet new 
friends because of the gardens.

“People from different cultural backgrounds share 
their vegetables and herbs with each other. Through 
sharing, they come to appreciate each other.  At the 
core, we are all the same,” she says, 

The garden has changed Ashrafi’s life, too.
“As an immigrant, I came here feeling isolated. My 

family didn’t know where to start. But now I feel I’m 
standing on my own feet and I know the community. 
Every day when I walk home from work everyone 
says, ‘Hi Ashrafi, how are you?’ They make my day 
happier, I feel I belong because of the garden. It has 
changed my life thank you for your support.”

Marion Chamberlain

It’s hard to believe we are already in the Advent and 
Christmas season! As I know it is for many others, it is 
my favourite time of year. I’m so looking forward to the 
hand-bells playing on Advent 2, 
Pageant Sunday on Advent 3, a 
duet from our choral scholars 
on Advent 4, and all of the 
classic carols on Christmas 
Eve— it’s going to be a great 
season!

One of the joys of being 
an organist, is being in the 
Sanctuary at night when it is 
dark and quiet. A few times 
at Colborne, light has come in 
through the stained glass windows and reflected onto 
the ceiling…. it is so beautiful! Does it remind anyone 
else of angels?
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Free will offering to support  Joan’s Place of Youth Opportunities Limited

UCW 
Christmas Dinner

Monday, December 5th 6:00 p.m.

The meal catered by Linda Arthur 

Enjoy an evening of food, 
fellowship, carol singing

and special music by the bell choir

Tickets must be purchased in advance (so we can give Linda Arthur numbers)
 They are available Sundays at coffee hour or from Norma-Jean in the office.

Cash or e-transfer accepted.
Hope to see everyone there! Bonny

Tickets cost $25.00

 

Every year we recognize those members 
of the Colborne family who have passed 
away in the year. •For those who have lost 

loved ones, friends or 
family, you are invited to 
bring their names forward 
as well. •Ornaments with 
the names of loved ones 
will be placed on the tree 
on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 
4th, 2022 when a litany 
of remembrance wil l 

occur during worship. •Ornaments can 

be requested by e-mailing or calling the 
Church Office. • Deadline to request 
an ornament is November 28, 2022. 
•Ornaments created in past years will 
be hung again, but those names will only 
be included in the order of service if the 
Church Office is notified. (519-432-4552). 
•After Christmas, you may take your 
ornament home as a keepsake or it can be 
left at Colborne and placed on the Angel 
Tree in years to come. •To help defray the 
ornament costs a $2.00 donation for each 
new ornament is appreciated.

Sanctuary Angel Tree
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Get your quality tree from a handy location!

All proceeds to Church programs.

Prices range
 from $60 to $130

Colborne Street United Church
711 Colborne Street

Christmas Tree Sale

Heights from 

6-6.5 to 9-10 feet

Monday to Friday
Noon to 9 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sunday Noon to 9 p.m

Starting November 26th

Balsam &
Fraser Fir
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Local Outreach
Northern Hospitality

We will be distributing our last meal of 2022 on 
November 28.  The next meal will be January 23, 2023.  

At the start of the 2022-2023 Northern Hospitality 
season in September, the number of guests being 
served on Mondays by the other participating Churches 
was approximately 40.  By the end of September, and 
our first Monday, the numbers increased to 50 guests 
and in October, to 54 guests.  We are continuing to serve 
a hot, pre-packed lunch bag meal.   

Starting in September, our partner Church, St 
Michael’s Parish, offered their guests the option to 
either eat indoors, eat outdoors or to take away their 
food.  In October, we were asked if we would be willing 
to offer the same options.  Many of our guests opted to 
take away the food that month.  However, it is anticipated 
that this will change with the colder weather.

In October, our group of committee volunteers, while 
continuing to keep health safety measures in place, 
distributed the lunch bags indoors through the hatch in 
the kitchen. Some guests chose to take away the meal 
while other chose to eat indoors at tables set up by the 
St. Michael’s volunteer. This arrangement worked well 
for everyone involved as it avoided line-ups outside and 
serving at open doors in all weather conditions. 

Many of our usual guests often wait around until the 
close of the posted serving time for “seconds”, to find 
out if there are any meals left over, a tribute to our 
Growing Chefs! Ontario chef, Nick, who also helped with 
the distribution of the food in September and October.
White Gift Sunday

White Gift Sunday will be held on December 11 this 
year.   Gifts will be gratefully received in the Sanctuary 
and placed under the Christmas Tree.  Should anyone 
wish to donate and is not planning to attend Worship 
that Sunday,  gifts may be dropped off at the Church 
office during the week, including non-perishable grocery 
items. Items may also be left in the large white box 
container in the Narthex.  

We have identified three organizations that have 
demonstrated a particular need for help this year. Their 
target groups are those who find themselves struggling 

with poverty, without shelter, and in need of personal 
care, food and other items. Seniors on limited incomes 
without money for food after having paid the rent, and 
those dealing with mental illness are also in need. The 
organizations are: 519 Pursuit (a charity partner of 
The London Food Bank), The Caring Cupboard and My 
Sister’s Place.  
While the lists of items are sizeable, any donation would 
be appreciated and received with sincere thanks.
519 Pursuit puts together care and hygiene packages 
and distributes them to those struggling with extreme 
poverty and homelessness.   The packages change with 
seasonal demands.
The Caring Cupboard is now providing weekly groceries 
to more than 100 residents at their community 
residential building.
My Sister’s Place provides community based, one-on 
-one support to women with serious, mental health 
issues. Helping them to live independently, with 
budgeting, to learn new skills, with wellness both mental 
and physical, and with supportive housing.
Items Being Requested:
All three of the organizations would gratefully accept:  
grocery store gift cards, and gift cards in $10.00 
denominations for Shoppers, Rexall, Walmart, Dollarama, 
Giant Tiger.  Also, Tim Horton’s $5.00 gift cards.
519 Pursuit is especially asking for: new, white cotton 
socks, or other socks, razors, soap, lip balm, lotion, small 
shampoos/conditioners, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
tissues.
Women’s Clothing: small, medium, large underwear. 
small, medium, large, long sleeve T-Shirts.  Smaller 
size jeans. 
Men’s Clothing: small, medium, large boxers/briefs. 
small, medium, large T-Shirts, short and long sleeves. 
medium, large sweatshirts with hoodies. Jeans, sizes 
30-36.
These items are for care packages which the agency 
volunteers hand out on the streets.
My Sister’s Place is asking for:  shampoo, conditioner, 
razors, deodorant, both women’s and men’s, women’s 
underwear - new, x small,  small, medium.    
Also, Individual Snacks – apple sauce, Jello cups, 
pudding cups, cereal bars, protein drinks.  pasta, 
mayonnaise.
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The Caring Cupboard: Suggested Non Perishable 
Items That Would Be Helpful Including Any 
Gluten Free Items:
•Peanut Butter •Jam •Honey •Cereals 
•Oatmeal Packets •Cream of Wheat
•Pasta Sauce •Dry Pasta •Kraft Dinner
•Applesauce  •Pudding Cups •Canned Fruit:  
•Canned Vegetables
•Canned Tomatoes  •Canned Potatoes
•Canned Stews •Chili  •Canned Pasta
•Canned Tuna •Canned Salmon 
•Other Canned Meats and Fish •Canned Ham
•Boxed Potatoes •Sidekicks Side Dishes 
•Hamburger Helper
•Rice Mixes •Stuffing Mixes
•Brown Beans •Kidney Beans •Black Beans
•Regular Soups  •Habitant Soups •Hearty Soups
•Soda Crackers •Boxed Crackers
•Tea Bags •Instant Coffee•Powdered Creamer
•Juices •Juice Boxes •Cookies •Granola Bars •Jello 
•Pudding Mixes

Other Items
•Household cleaners •Laundry soap and supplies
•Soap • Deodorants •Other Toiletries.  
•Shampoos and Conditioners - 
for both men and women. 

Cash: 
Should anyone prefer to donate cash, it would be 

gratefully received.
 Should anyone wish to donate toys or books, (as in 
the past),  these also would be gratefully received,  
and will be distributed to other agencies we support, 
as appropriate,  such as Anova,  Life Spin, Rotholme 
Women’s and Family Shelter, among others.
Mitten Tree Contributions

This year for the Christmas season, we will be setting 
up our traditional “Mitten Tree” in the Church building; 
(the “tree” is otherwise identified as the large Candy 
Cane).  Donations of knitted winter wear items, hats, 
gloves and scarves are gratefully accepted and may 
be placed in the basket under the tree throughout the 
months of December and January.   These items are 
always needed throughout the winter months, and we 
distribute them at intervals to agencies for their clients.
 Additional yarn is available should anyone require 
knitting yarn.

  Jill Bell                                                                                                                                             
                Local Outreach Committee

St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 511 Cheapside St.

NORTHERN HOSPITALITY 
2023  

Colborne’s Dates
Jan. ....................23
Feb.  ...................27

Mar.  ...................27
April ...................24

Northbrae Public School 
Christmas Celebration

Again this year, our annual Christmas Celebration 
for the Jr. Kindergarten and Sr. Kindergarten classes 
at Northbrae Public School was cancelled.  Given the 
uncertainties relating to potential job action by support 
staff as well as other factors, and following discussion 
with school representatives, it was decided to cancel.  

Glencairn Community Resource Centre
The Committee has been storing many donated items 

over the past three years at the Church in readiness to 
fill the Northbrae Public School children’s gift sacks for 
their Christmas Celebration. It was decided that given 
the length of time these items had been stored at the 
Church, it was time to share and donate a number of 
them to another organization to be given out to children 
this year.  Jo-Anne Psiuk-Rodgers and Richard Rodgers 
kindly packed, and arranged for pick-up, five boxes and 
five large bags of items which included bears, stuffed 
animals, colouring books, story books, crayons and a 
number of the Christmas gift bags that Elaine Rae had 
so kindly sewed.  These were donated to the Glencairn 
Community Resource Centre. The Centre provides 
gifts for 300 children from 0-16 years of age, as well 
as a photo session with Santa Claus for 50 children.  
The Centre was very grateful to receive the welcome 
donation.  The Committee was pleased to know that 
children will have these items this year. 

On behalf of the Local Outreach Committee members, 
our sincere and grateful thanks to everyone for 
considering these worthwhile initiatives, and who 
continue to support Local Outreach with your generous 
and kind donations.
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Birthdays  

Deaths

Our Colborne 
Church Family  Executive & 

Coordinators

UCW

Our sincere sympathy is extended to the 
families of 14 Colborne members who have 
passed away in 2022.
On October 24, Nancy Boug and Betty Anne 
Saunders grieved the loss of their sister.

 Anniversary

Births

November 8 ...........Ken and Donna Gosnell
70th Anniversary

President  ...................... Sheila Lui
Secretary .......................   Open
Treasurer ....................... Bonny Shawyer
Corresponding  Secretary .. Anne Obright
Kitchen Supervisor ......... Sheila Lui
Special Occasion Decorating

Easter ......................... Gayle Fluter &
 Lynn Foster
Thanksgiving ............... Helen Bell &
 Barb Webster 
Christmas ................... Gail Lamers & 

 Jo-Anne  Rodgers
Flowers (Purchase and Distribution)

Easter  ........................ Gayle Fluter & 
 Lynn Foster
Christmas ................... Kathryn Turnbull &  

  Barb Webster
Birth Rose ....................... Maureen Cunliffe
Receptions & Catering .... Sheila Lui
Take-A-Break ...................Theresa Golem
Rummage Sale ............... Eleanor Hunt  &
   Linda McKnight
Quilting Group .................Norma Stokes
Retreat Committee ..........  Linda McKnight
Rep. Stewards ................   Open
Rep. Official Board .......... Sheila Lui 
Rep. Session ................... Sheila Lui
Data Projector ................ Church Secretary

Happy Birthday to members celebrating 
birthdays who are in care or over 90 years.
October 12 .............Eleanor Markvoort
October 14 .............Lorraine Rendle
November 6 ...........Dorothy Gonyou
November 26 .........Victor Brown
November 29 .........Tom Wonnacott
December 1 ...........Marion Simpson
December 8 ...........Carolyn Mendham
December 8 ...........Marion Chamberlain
December 16 .........Josephine Perry
December 22 ........Bill Gillis
December 24 .........Margot Roach

June 29 ..........Clara June Webster 
granddaughter of Bill and Barb Webster
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From The Stewards

Norma Stokes

We have been busy making a number 
of items to help you jump start your 
Christmas shopping:  •Colour ful  
scrubbies – regular size, 2/$5; large 
size, $5 each •Swiffer covers – 10 in. 
size, $5,  14 in. size, $8 •Dusters – wear 
like a mitt - $3 each (perfect for dusting 
indoor shutters) • Microwave bowl cozies 
- $8 each •Cotton dish cloths – 2/$5 

All Proceeds Are Used To 
Support Church Projects.

From The Quilters 

Greetings Colborne family members and 
friends. Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
everyone on this special day of Remembrance 
and Gratitude.

Our Official Board Executive met on Wednesday 
evening November 9. One point of discussion 
centered on the increasing threat of viruses that 
are circulating in our community.

Our medical experts once again are reporting 
critical conditions within our medical facilities. 
The health and safety of our members continue 
to be uppermost on our minds.

Therefore, a motion was passed recommending 
that everyone attending services or other 
functions within our church wear a mask.

This is not a mandate and should not be 
considered one.

We continue to pray that conditions improve 
but in the meantime hope that everyone will use 
caution when visiting public venues.

Message 
From The Official 
Board Executive

Blessings
Archie Wright

Chair of Official Board

The Stewards sincerely thank the members of the 
congregation for their continued faith and generosity in 
supporting the operations of the Church.

The new Viessmann boiler system installed by Black 
& McDonald this past summer, under the guidance of 
Melex Engineering Ltd., is now fully functional. There are 
a couple of clean-up items left to be addressed, such as 
the opening into the north chimney, that will be completed 
in the next few weeks to finish the project. A maintenance 
agreement has also been established with Black & 
McDonald covering both the heating and air conditioning 
systems with 24/7 service to ensure year-round comfort.

A new automated external defibrillator (AED) system 
has been obtained to replace the original unit whose 
time had ended. We are looking for members interested 
in learning how to use this new unit. If you are interested 
please contact the Church Office and leave your name 
as we will be arranging for an instructor to conduct an 
instruction class.

Colborne House (formerly the Church manse) sewer 
problems, except for compensation from Start.ca and 
some work to be done by the City, appear to be resolved. 
This  has left two clean-outs and the end of the City’s 
portion of the sewer connection located along the south 
side of the laneway pavement. Estimates for repairs to the 
pavement that had to be dug out have been obtained and 
will be used in preparation of the 2023 capital budget.

The four portable HEPA filter units, complete with interior 
UV-C germicidal lamps, continue to be used in the Church 
under the direction of Richard Rogers. The new audio/
visual system, aside from a few tweaks to be completed 
shortly, is installed and working. The office for our new 
minister, Rev. Frank Staples, was cleaned, including the 
carpet. Some other items on the agenda include: the 
fencing along the back (west side) of the parking lot, 
replacing the back stairs and exterior door to the parking 
lot, repairing the interior walls of the sanctuary, replacing 
the small water heater supplying the kitchen dishwasher, 
upgrading flooring, carpet and tile, where needed and 
preparation of the 2023 operational and capital budgets.

The Stewards generally meet monthly every second 
Tuesday except in July and August. However, the number 
of people on the Stewards’ committee is below the number 
usually on this committee. Please, if you are able to help 
out by joining contact the Church office.

Paul Wiancko
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Report From The Treasurer’s Desk
Financial Summary – YTD October 31, 2022                    John Obright

       Last Year’s  This Year’s     This Year’s 
                          Actual                Budget              Results

Income

Envelope Givings – YTD October 31, 2022         191,892        192,435            172,094

Rental Income, Special Projects     73,103           76,170              72,599

Total Income                 264,995              268,605        244,093

Expenses

Operating Costs – YTD October 31, 2022              318,945     288,293           299,438 

Other Income/Expenses                                             25,805          6,500            8,027    

Net Income/(Shortfall)     (28,145)     (13,188)       (46,718)

Comments
Givings are 89.4% of budget and down 10.3% from last year. We appreciate those who have continued 
to make their church givings through PAR, envelopes (mailed in or in person) or eTransfers.  An 
additional word of thanks to those who have contacted me to increase their PAR givngs or to join it. 
We encourage all of you to seriously look at your church givings in whatever format you use and to 
contact me directly with any changes you wish to make with PAR in particular. Our expenses have 
gone uninterrupted in the past two plus years but the income to run the church has not kept up and 
in reality has fallen behind.
We encourage all members to make use of the PAR monthly givings program. Application forms 
are available from the church office or in the narthex or I can email a copy to you. Changes can be 
submitted in writing to myself by email or by hard copy.
To use eTransfer, simply send your eTransfer to treasurer@colborne711.org and it will get automatically 
deposited to our bank account. It is important that any special instructions be noted on the input if 
you want it credited to something other than normal givings.
Envelope boxes for 2023 will be in your mail slot early in December. Please pick yours up when you 
are in the church. If there isn’t a box there for you, contact the church office and we will get a set 
for you.
Expenses are over budget due to some unexpected expenses (new defibrillator, sewer issues, 
refinishing main doors and heating) that were not budgeted. We are attempting to recover about 
$19,000 of these expenses that are currently included in the above numbers.
You can contact me directly by email treasurer@colborne711.org or by phone (519-432-8735) if you 
have any questions regarding your Church donation or the financial affairs of the church.
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Mark Richardson

  I Didn’t 
Know That

Mark Richardson

The Jubilee of Jubilees

Is there a point to history, we sometimes ask, or is it 
just one darn thing after another?  

Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus 
a good place to find our bearings. 
It is broken into three sections. 
Starting from Abraham to David; 
it continues from David to the 
Babylonian exile; then finally goes 
from the Babylonian exile to Jesus. 

It is a curious list, to be sure. 
Should we really care about 
Shealtiel, Zerubbabel and Abiud? 
And why three sections? It mystifies most of us to the 
point we usually skip it altogether and move on to the 
familiar bits: Mary, Joseph and the manger.

However, says respected Christian author and scholar 
N.T. Wright, if we do that we are missing something vital. 

In his 2012 book How God 
Became King – available at 
your public library – Wright says 
Matthew’s account of the birth of 
Jesus is the climax to a story that 
began with Adam and Eve.

In God’s plan, the disastrous 
fall of Adam and Eve was to be 

countered by the obedience of Abraham and Sarah and 
their offspring. At first, things go fairly well: Isaac and 
Jacob have their failings, certainly, and their clans end 
up slaves in Egypt, but Moses leads them out of slavery, 
receives the Ten Commandments and builds a coherent 
community. They enter the Promised Land, Jerusalem 
becomes a Holy City and David even becomes a king to 
be reckoned with. But then the rot sets in. Corruption 
and decay lead to weakness and finally exile, first at the 
hands of the Assyrians then, even more calamitously, 
the Babylonians. 

Many years go by. In Babylon, one day the prophet 
Daniel approached God and reminded Him the exile, 

according to His word to Jeremiah was only supposed 
to last seventy years. Isn’t it time, Daniel asked? God 
replied: Not seventy years, Daniel, but seventy weeks 
of years. In other words, seventy times seven; nearly 
500 years. 

As Wright says, “That’s a long time to wait. But the 
idea of ‘seventy times seven’ had a particular ring to it, 
more obvious to an ancient Jew than to us, today. Every 
seven days, they had a Sabbath. Every seven years, 
they had a sabbatical year. And every seven-times-
seven years, they had a jubilee. This 49th anniversary 
was when slaves were to be freed, when land sold off 
by family members was to be restored to its original 
owner, when things got back as they should be.”

But seventy times seven, Wright asks? That sounds 
like a jubilee of jubilees. So, yes, 490 years is a long 
time, but when the time finally arrives, it will be the 
greatest redemption of all. This will be the time of real, 
utter, lasting freedom. That, says Wright, is the hope 
which sustained the Israelites in the centuries before 
the time of Jesus. 

Jews of Jesus’ day felt they were still living out the 
Babylonian exile. Technically, the exile had ended in 
539 BC when good King Cyrus of Persia, who had 
defeated Babylon, permitted the Jews to return home. 
But they were still slaves under a foreign power, in 
this case the Romans. To the Jews of Jesus’ day, the 
Romans were Babylon revisited.  

Says Matthew, however, all of this slavery is coming 
to an end.  In his genealogy of Jesus, there are 
three sets of fourteen 
generations each. Three 
times fourteen is forty-
two, of course, or six 
“sevens”; that is, six 
jubilees. The seventh 
jubilee, the Jubilee of 
Jubilees begins with the 
birth of Jesus.

So, history is not just 
one darn thing after 
another, after all. We are 
in the middle of a story 
of redemption. 

And Israel’s is just the 
beginning. 

N.T. Wright
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 November 1 was a very exciting day for the Rahimi 
family from Afghanistan. It was the day they moved 
into their apartment on Wonderland Road, right across 
from Westmount Mall.  They are thrilled with the 
apartment which is very spacious, with new laminate 
flooring throughout, and a very updated kitchen with 
good appliances.  With beautiful furniture and items 
donated by the five congregations that make up LIRSA, 
the apartment is looking very nice.

.  After living several years in Iran, and three years in 
Turkey before coming to Canada, then five weeks with 
a very kind and generous lady in Lambeth, they are 
happy to get into their own apartment, which they can 
call home.

Anne Alton, Refugee Assistance Committee

Welcome 
To The Rahimi Family 

From Afghanistan

They are a lovely family and are very anxious to learn 
English. They speak a little bit of English, but we have 
often been relying on Google translate to communicate. 
Unfortunately, we couldn’t get an appointment until 
November 29th for their language assessment to 
determine which level of ESL they are at, likely Level 
1 or 2.  Things are really backlogged because of the 
recent arrival of so many Afghans and Ukrainians to 
London.  We have been told that there may be a wait 
for a space in an ESL class appropriate for their level.  
Fortunately, two members of the LIRSA committee are 
retired ESL teachers, so they have been meeting with 
the family regularly to help them get started to learn 
English.  They are very appreciative of the help and are 
trying very hard to learn English.  We also have them 
registered in a Conversation Circle at the South London 
Neighbourhood Resource Centre at Westmount Mall, 
which also has a Youth Program on Friday after school 
which Amir attends.  Amir is in Grade 6 at W. Sherwood 
Fox Public School and seems to be enjoying school.

Ali told us recently (via Google Translate) that his family 
is the happiest they have ever been and alluded to the 
fact that he and Halime have been together for 17 years 
and he has never seen her so “peaceful”.

We wish them all the best as they start their new life 
in Canada.  

The Rahimi family from Afghanistan taken in Springbank 
Park – Ali, Halime, Amir (11) and Mesume, (3)

As this is our final Communique edition as 
editors, we would like to express our sincere 
thank you to the members of Colborne for the 
support and contributions to the Communique 
over the last 15 years. In particular, we thank 
the faithful and astute proof readers: John 
Obright, Norma Stokes, Jim Lodge, Ken 
Bambrick (deceased) and recently Katherine 
Butson. What a great team!

Wishing you all a very 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

all the best in the future.

Cheers
Terry and Brenda Fieldhouse

Editor’s Note
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Running For A Cure

On a beautiful October Sunday, Team Katherine 
Butson participated in the 2022 CIBC Run for the Cure. 
Katherine, Greg, and Curtis wish to extend their deepest 
gratitude for those members of the CSUC family who 
were generously able to provide donations to support 
each of them respectively. Your support helped Team 
KB raise $19,050.15 this year to bring their 9-year 
total of funds raised for breast cancer research to 
$226,399.60! You all give Katherine, and others who 
fight, the gift of hope which is priceless. God bless you all 
as we aim to reach a quarter of a million dollars raised 
for the 2023 Run! Katherine Butson

A luncheon was served to the Search Committee and their 
families to say thank you for their dedication. 

Search 
Committee

From the left: Archie Wright, Barb Webster, Greg 
Dickinson, Cindy Servos, Ron McClatchie, Jill Scrutton-
Fulford, Donna Wiancko, Meg Walker,  Brandon Schaufele
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Ministry ...................Rev. Frank Staples

Sunday School ........Dayna Munro

Nursery ...................Areum Han

Music ......................Kennedy Kimber-Johnson

Secretary ................Norma-Jean Greenslade

Treasurer .................John Obright

Custodian ................Richard Rodgers

Sexton .....................Richard Rodgers

e-mail: 
church@colborne711.org
Web Page: 
http://colborne711.org

Colborne Street United Church
711 Colborne Street
(at Piccadilly)
London, Ontario N6A 3Z4
Tel: (519) 432-4552
Fax: (519) 432-0355

Thanksgiving 
Donations

Thank to all who brought donations of vegetables, fruit, 
and dried goods for the Thanksgiving service on October 
6th, this year.   Our grateful thanks also to Gayle Fluter 
and Sheryl Lodge who helped us with the decoration of 
the sanctuary.

A total of 472 lbs of produce was delivered to the Food 
Bank.  These donations were so appreciated,  especially, 
as the cost of food has risen so much.  We know many 
families benefitted from our members’ generosity.

Helen Bell and Barbara Webster
Thanksgiving Coordinators

The Archives Committee is again up and running. 
Our next meeting will be November 25. We meet 
monthly on Fridays during the day.

We are continuing to organize material such as 
minutes of the Official Board, etc. for transfer to 
the United Church Archives in Toronto (both for 
security’s sake and because our Archives Cupboard 
is getting rather full!) We are aiming to keep 10 
years’ worth of such material at the Church in case 
it might be useful in current decision-making.

We would welcome the addition of new committee 
members. It’s interesting work and it would be 
wonderful to have other folk learn about the 
workings and history of our over 150-year church. 
Please contact either Trish or Heather for more 
information if you would consider joining our little, 
extremely friendly, group!

Archives Committee 
Trish Ashbury, Heather Bedford

From The Archives 


