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Minister’s Report 

Poking Holes in the Dark 
2020 will go down in history as the year of the Global 
Pandemic when an infection (COVID-19) caused by 
the Novel Coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 turned the world 
upside down.  “Unprecedented”, “Unexplored”, and 
“Uncharted”, became the new nomenclature. The 
word “ZOOM” took on a whole new meaning. (Don’t 
you wish you had purchased shares in Zoom Com-
munications prior to the pandemic!) Dr. Bonnie Hen-
ry’s mantra—“Be Kind, Be Calm, Be safe”—has 
achieved a status akin to Scripture! 
 

The pandemic caused a huge disruption for the 
church as all in-person activities—worship, pastoral 
visitation, meetings, and fundraising events—were 
halted. This required a major adjustment, both for 
congregations and ministers. As a congregation, we 
had to embrace the new reality of becoming a virtual 
expression of the body of Christ—on-line worship, 
governance, learning, engagement, and fellowship. 
Ministers also had to adjust to a new rhythm of minis-
try—getting ready for Friday rather than Sunday. 
Thanks to Garry Froese and Peter Gray who, in tan-
dem, have ensured a much smoother transition to 
virtual worship with improved audio/video quality. 
 

Turning to Theology 
Springtime, normally the season of renewal and reju-
venation, became a spiritual grind. The words of Je-
sus to the disciples on the eve of his death—“Do not 
let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me” (John 14:1).—challenged (and tested) 
our faith.  
 

When I am feeling anxious or out of sync, I turn to 
theology. One of the unintended benefits of this pan-
demic is that most instructors shifted their courses to 
the internet. Webinars became the predominant 
mode of learning.  
 

I had the good fortune of being able to study with 
theologians that otherwise would have been highly 
unlikely: Leadership in a Time of Uncertainty with Bri-
an Thorpe and Janet Gear; Leading with Clarity in 
Uncertainty offered by Jenni Catron and Nathan Artt; 
Strategic Planning for a Post-Pandemic Church led 
by Dave Travis and Jim Sheppard; Smart Church 
Management; Recontextualizing Ministry Amidst 
COVID-19 facilitated by Julie Clayton and Michael 
Collins; World Beyond War taught by a team of inter-
national scholars; as well as book studies on the Is-
rael-Palestine conflict, climate justice and the envi-
ronment, and stewardship.  



In Memoriam 
 

May their memory be a blessing. 
 

Jean Holland 

Iona Skinner 

Jeanie Cooke 

Reg Bertelsen 

Gregg Paton 

Reg Edwards 

John Steves 

Keith Snelling 

Joelene Curr 

Charles Brown 

D’Arcy Burke 

Scott Gertsma 

Dalyce Waldner 

Roy Taggart 

Dianne Frampton 

Gert Robertson 

Ed Goodridge 

Rev. Gordon Cann 

Minister’s Report (continued) 

The faith studies—“Sermon on the Mount” and 
“Light of the World”—based on books by Amy-Jill 
Levine, self-directed Bible studies, ‘Caring in a 
Time of Pandemic’ with Rev. Dr. Julie Clayton 
(coordinated by Joanne Thomas) and the prayer 
ministry provided spiritual sustenance. 
 

Death did not pause 
The stress of uncertainty took its toll on the health 
of several of our key leaders—thankfully, they have 
all recovered. And, of course, heartache and death 
do not pause even for a pandemic. Cordova Bay 
United Church recorded 20 deaths in 2019 and 
several congregants suffered the death of a family 
member. 
 

During an extended period of illness in his child-
hood years, Robert Louis Stevenson was found 
gazing out his window one evening at dusk, fasci-
nated by a sight that held his attention. His nurse 
inquired as to what he was looking at so intently. 
He replied: “I’m watching a man punching holes in 
the darkness.” It was the lamplighter at work that 
intrigued him, lighting the gas lamps for the oncom-
ing night.  
 

It can truly be said that the birth of Jesus punched 
a great hole in the darkness of this world! But it 
does not end there. Poking holes in the darkness is 
an evocative image by which to assess the life and 
work of Cordova Bay United Church this past year 
(reflected in the Annual Report) as well as the vo-
cation that beckons the church.  

Online Ministry 
 

88 recorded videos posted to     
 CBUC YouTube Channel 
 

24 hymn videos by Garry 
 

  4 reflections by Nancy 
 

  9 videos of Storytime 
  with Nancy 
 

  5 chime videos by 
 Margaret Chambers 

Faith Formation 
 

  4 self-directed studies 
 

40 people participated in the 
 Caring in a Time of Pan-
 demic Zoom workshop 
 

25 people participated in the 
 Sermon on the Mount 
 Zoom book Study 
 

20 people participated in the 
 Light of the World Zoom 
 book study 



Grateful for congregation leadership 
I am so grateful to the spiritual leadership of our con-
gregation: members of Council under the skillful chair-
manship of Bill Walker (and Laurie Mueller while Bill 
was on medical leave); Sue Christensen, Secretary; 
Bill Bey, Treasurer; Ria Korteweg, Envelope Steward;  
the committees—Joanne Thomas and members of the 
Caring Ministry Team, including Francelyn Bey who 
retired—(Joanne and her team of loyal callers/
emailers/texters have maintained contact with those 
who live alone or have no immediate family in the 
Greater Victoria region); Peter Hopkins and members 
of the Property committee—Arlene Vickery assumed 
the position of chair while Peter Hopkins was in stroke 
recovery; John MacLeod and Tom Pringle and mem-
bers of the Outreach committee—(Outreach has en-
couraged ongoing support of ‘Our Place’ Society to 
help sustain the care provided for some of the most 
vulnerable individuals in our city. As Elizabeth Renzetti 
reports, “The pandemic has shone a spotlight on those 
who are bearing the real cost of this crisis: racialized 
communities, who are disproportionately sick and dy-
ing; underpaid workers in food processing; the elderly 
in residential care. And we have learned who is reap-
ing the rewards: The world’s 2,200 billionaires, whose 
wealth has grown by a collective US$1.9 trillion since 
this all began. Canada’s top 20 billionaires amassed 
an extra $37-billion in wealth in the first six months of 
the pandemic.”); Jiemei Li and members of the Chil-
dren, Youth, & Young Adult committee; John Anderson 
and members of the Stewardship & Finance Commit-
tee (including Linda Erskine who was the committee’s 
faithful scribe until health forced her to resign); Richard 
McMahon and members of the Ministry & Personnel 
Committee—Atholl Malcolm has been interim chair; 
Stephen Godfrey and members of both the Worship 
Committee and the Music Ministry Support Group; Ron 
Norman, Communications advisor; Roger Miller and 
the Carrot Seed Pre-School Board (who celebrated the 
return of Tanya Burnett as director following long-term 
medical leave); the Trustees; and, especially, the new-
ly-formed COVID-19 Protocol Team which began with 
Laurie Mueller and Sue Christensen, then grew to in-
clude John Anderson, Atholl Malcolm, Richard Nuttall 
and Bill Walker. (The diligence of this group ensures 
that the church’s COVID-19 protocol is in lockstep with 
the BC Health Authority and the Pacific Mountain Re-
gional Council of The United Church of Canada.) Many 
of these faithful servants have experienced ‘Zoom fa-
tigue.’  

 

Year at a Glance 
February 
• Feb 9 - Church AGM with 70 people 

in attendance 
 
• Feb 25 - 100 people attend Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake Supper, raising 
$567 for M&S 

 
• Feb 29 - 25 people attend FoodSafe 

Course 
 

March 
• March 9 - COVID-19 protocol team 

created with Laurie Mueller as chair 
 
• March 12 - Communion during Lent 

and Sunday coffee hour suspended
                        

• March 15 – Last in-person worship 
service 

 
• March 17 - Jane Shumka sets up 

first Zoom meeting 
 
• March 21 - Church building closed 
 
• March 22 - Rev. Bill Cantelon issues 

written reflection in place of in-
person worship 

 
• March 22 - Minister Nancy Walker 

emails Spirit Kids materials to chil-
dren in place of in-person worship 

 
• March 25 - CBUC YouTube channel 

goes live and church website fea-
tures video 

 
• March 25 - Music director Garry 

Froese posts first video on church 
YouTube channel and church web-
site 

 
• March 29 - Minister Nancy Walker 

posts first video reflection 

Minister’s Report (continued) 



Thanks to colleagues 
I want to express heartfelt appreciation to my col-
leagues in ministry: Dr. Garry Froese, for his profes-
sionalism, graciousness, and integrity—(even though 
his contract had been suspended for several months, 
Garry faithfully discharged his duties as Music Direc-
tor and was able to involve the band as well as other 
musicians/vocalists in worship while adhering to pub-
lic health orders); Nancy Walker, my co-pastor, who 
has creatively kept the needs of children, youth, and 
young adults (and their parents/grandparents) cen-
terstage; Tyler Termehr, for his flexibility in maintain-
ing the tidiness of a facility that remains mostly shut-
tered; Sebastien Miller, recent addition to our Tech-
nical Support Team; and Jane Shumka, administra-
tor extraordinaire. (One runs out of superlatives to 
describe the great affection and esteem in which 
Jane is held.) 
 

Thanks to all of you 
Finally, I want to thank you for all that you are and all 
that you do to “poke holes in the darkness” especially 
those whose efforts, though not always acknowl-
edged, are greatly appreciated. You, as a congrega-
tion, have ‘stepped up to the plate’ during this time of 
uncertainty. Despite lost revenue, you have demon-
strated your faith in the mission of Cordova Bay Unit-
ed Church. After all, what is hope but faith applied to 
the future. 
 

“You are the salt of the earth; 
You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13, 14). 

 
Whether we realize it or not, all of us are making an 
impact on others as we go through life. We are pok-
ing holes in the darkness! Even a little light in a dark 
place serves a great purpose. The smallest light can 
penetrate the greatest darkness—even the darkness 
of a pandemic. “Hope is on the way.” (And so is my 
retirement!) 
 
Bill Cantelon 

Year at a Glance 
 

April 
• April 10 - Rev. Bill Cantelon posts 

first video greeting 
 
• April 14 – Church opens first-ever 

online meeting space – the Zoom 
room 

 
• April 17 - Messy Church meets via 

Zoom 
 
• April 19 - First recorded worship 

service 
 

May 
• May 3 – First Zoom Fellowship 

Time 
 
• May 26 - Ethel Wilson Women’s 

Group meets via Zoom for first time 
•  
• May 30 - Men’s Breakfast Group 

meets via Zoom for first time 
 

June 
• June 28 – The strings section of 

the band returns to worship service  
 

October 
• Oct 6 - Return of Island Health 

Adult Day Program  
 
• Oct 25 - On the Ridge Craft Fair 

moved online 
 

December 
• Dec 24 - Special recorded Christ-

mas Eve service offered 
 
• Dec 24 - Children’s Christmas pag-

eant video draws huge viewership 

Minister’s Report (continued) 



Children, Youth, and Young Adults 

Minister’s Report 

This has been a strange and sometimes difficult year. It has been 
a year that has us questioning what it means to be church, what it 
means to be worshipping community if we can’t meet in person.  
 

It has shown us how important relationships are – relationships 
with each other, with the community around us, and mostly im-
portantly, our relationship with God. The need to draw on our faith 
like I have never experienced before. Through faith we persevere, 
we practice patience, we live with hope, and we love.  
 

I am filled with gratitude for the way the congregation has 
reached out to one another, and for the contributions made to the 
Mission and Service Fund. The M+S Fund shows our commit-
ment to turning compassion into action. Compassion lies at the 
heart of generosity. The M+S Fund works both locally and global-
ly. We are called by God to compassion and generosity.  
 

I am appreciative that in these difficult times, we have remem-
bered that we are not the only ones who are struggling. That is 
faith in action. Our faith reminds us that we are never alone in the 
struggle, and that we are beloved children of God. We also know 
that new life is possible, that the kingdom of God is near, and that 
is good news. 
 

Blessings, Nancy. 
 

Gracious God, 

  

In a year when we have struggled and doubted, 
when the shadows of global pandemic, 
systemic racism, political uncertainty,  
and so much more have threatened to overwhelm us… 

 

We pray for your love and compassion to abound 
as we walk through this challenging season. 

 

We ask for wisdom for those who bear the load 
of making decisions with widespread consequences. 

 

We pray for strength for those who are vulnerable, 
for those who feel discouraged or overwhelmed,  
for those suffering with sickness,  
and for the caretakers. 

 

Embrace us 
so that us we know your loving presence 
within us and among us. 
Walk with us 
as we bring your love, 
and carry your light, 
into our world. 
In the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, 
Amen. 



Church Council Report 

Well – 2020 will be a year in the life of our con-
gregation we will likely never forget. The Year 
started innocently enough but things got interest-
ing in March as news of the spread of the COVID-
19 virus around the planet raised massive con-
cerns and led to Cordova Bay United Church sus-
pending in-person worship and gatherings; up un-
til the present we are still not able to host tradi-
tional in-person worship. In March 2020 it became 
evident that we should find a way to provide a 
worship experience to the congregation electroni-
cally; it is a tribute to the resourcefulness of the 
staff and volunteers that the first recorded service 
was provided by way of a video file available 
through the Church website on April 19, 2000. 
 
Over the next several months the procedures and 
routines used in making the weekly worship vide-
os were refined and some new equipment pur-
chased. It has been a learning curve for everyone 
involved – thanks for the contributions from the 
ministers – Bill Cantelon and Nancy Walker, Mu-
sic Director Garry Froese, technical people Se-
bastien Miller and Peter Gray, our Worship Elder 
Stephen Godfrey and Office Administrator Jane 
Shumka. 
 
While new ground was being turned in the area of 
Worship, other aspects of the life of the Congre-
gation have also been changed to allow continua-
tion through the pandemic – most meetings which 
were previously conducted face to face have 
shifted seamlessly over to the ZOOM platform, 
with highly competent guidance from Jane 
Shumka, who has had the resilience to add a 
whole category of new skills to her already im-
pressive portfolio.  
 
We are certainly navigating largely uncharted wa-
ters as we continue to operate as a “virtual con-
gregation” for the foreseeable future until the pan-
demic is behind us. The poet’s words “new occa-
sions teach new duties” certainly rang true – early 
in the pandemic the idea emerged of having 
weekly virtual fellowship time at 11am on Sunday 
mornings – around the time when we were accus-
tomed to meeting each other for coffee in the hall 
following worship. Adopting the mantra “nothing 
ventured, nothing gained“ ,the Virtual Fellowship 
Hour was launched on May 3, 2020 and still con-
tinues with an average attendance of around 70 
members.  

Worship 
 

39  recorded 
 worship services 
 

26 Zoom Fellowship Times 
 

66 people on average 
 attend the online 
 Fellowship Time 
 

15—20 families have 
     Participated 
     in the emailed  
          Spirit Kid Programs 

First Online Fellowship Time in the 
church’s Zoom Room 



Church Council Report (continued) 

In September Rev Bill Cantelon requested that 
Council allow him to go to half-time employment on 
Jan. 1, 2021 as a first stage of his well-deserved re-
tirement. Council granted the request contingent on 
preparing materials required by the Pacific Mountain 
Region of the UCC, including updated job descrip-
tions for both ministers and a congregational profile. 
These materials were prepared and taken to the 
congregation for consultation following which the 
amended documents were submitted to the P.M. Re-
gion who granted approval to the proposed change 
in ministerial duties. 
 
The Congregation was fortunate in obtaining funding 
from the Government of Canada under its Summer 
Employment Program.  This enabled the hiring of 
Leslie Moffat for the summer months, where she 
made a great contribution during her tenure. 
 
Thank you to our ministers – Rev. Bill Cantelon for 
his exceptional spiritual leadership and pastoral 
care, and Nancy Walker for her unique gifts in Wor-
ship Leadership as well as leading our children, 
youth and young adult’s program, and AWE worship. 
 
Thank you to our Music Director, Garry Froese, for 
his continuing musical leadership. And to Tyler 
Termehr our custodian. Thanks to our band for their 
unique contribution to our recorded worship. Thanks 
to Jane Shumka for the multitude of skills she brings 
to her administrative duties.  
 
Thanks are due to the members of your Church 
Council who have worked so hard on your behalf 
over the year and provided me with strong guidance, 
support, and sage advice. 
 
At the end of 2020, the Council included: Sue Chris-
tensen (Secretary), Bill Bey (Treasurer), Laurie 
Mueller (Past Chair), Jiemei Li (Children and Youth), 
John Anderson (Stewardship), Peter Hopkins 
(Property), John McLeod (Outreach), Roger Miller 
(Carrot Seed), Atholl Malcolm (Ministry and Person-
nel), Linda Smith-McMahon (Trustees), Willa Burke 
and Joan Young (Ethel Wilson Group), Bill Cantelon, 
Nancy Walker, and me.  
 
Finally, I want to thank each and every one of you 
for your generous contributions of time, talents, and 
financial resources in support of Cordova Bay United 
Church in 2020. You are the key to our success. 
 
Bill Walker 
Chair, Cordova Bay United Church Council, 2020 

Annual Meeting Soup & Bun Lunch  

February FoodSafe Course 
(last in-person workshop) 

Fellowship Time continues from the 
safety of our own homes 



The work of the church 

Worshipping safely during pandemic 
 
Cordova Bay United Church has held regular Sunday services like clockwork. But with new restrictions 
on public gatherings because of the COVID-19 pandemic, on March 16 for the first time in nearly 70 
years regular Sunday worship was cancelled indefinitely.  
 
A group quickly met to figure out next steps. The group included ministers Bill Cantelon and Nancy 
Walker, music director Garry Froese, office administrator Jane Shumka, Worship chair Stephen God-
frey and Communications lead Ron Norman.  It was decided that we should move worship online. 
 
But first there was some work to do: 

• retool the church website so the Sunday service could be posted to the home page 
• launch a church YouTube channel to ‘host’ church videos (you can subscribe here) 
• line up video equipment and someone to record the service.  

 
In the interim we had to find a way for the congregation to stay connected.  So Garry recorded hymns 
and took hymn requests that were posted online, Nancy recorded regular messages and reflections 
and Bill recorded an Easter greeting.  
 
Then on Sunday, April 19, only four weeks after our last in-person worship, Cordova Bay United 
launched its first online Sunday service with Jane Shumka doing the recording using her personal 
camera.   
 
When it became apparent the restrictions on in-person worship would continue for some time, the 
church purchased new broadcasting equipment, put in place health protocols so the band and other 
musicians could take part, and hired Sebastien Miller to take over from Jane and film, edit and post the 
service online. 
 
Worship chair Stephen Godfrey played a key role, not only by helping coordinate the services, but by 
making announcements, reading scripture and playing bass in the band. You can read more about 
those and other worship activities in his report here. 

The worship service is recorded with  
Covid-19 safety protocols in place. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=cordova+bay+united+church
https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/024/ec9/worship.pdf


The work of the church (continued) 

Providing a sacred space  
for children and youth 
 
Along with worship, the in-person Sunday morning 
Spirit Kids children and youth program was suspend-
ed on March 16. But Children and Youth Minister Nan-
cy Walker was quick to respond to the ‘new normal’.  
 
Nancy recorded online messages and reflections and 
started a new video feature called Storytime with Nan-
cy. 
 
Working with the Children, Youth and Young Adults 
Ministry, Nancy developed a Spirit Kids program deliv-
ered weekly to families via email. The program, which 
is still running, includes sacred storytelling, prayers, 
questions and activities. Some 15-20 families partici-
pate. 
 
After having one in-person Messy Church in February 
with more than 70 people in attendance, Messy 
Church also moved online. Three Messy Church ses-
sions were held in 2020 via Zoom, each with 18-20 
participants, including eight or nine children and youth. 
 
And the annual children’s Christmas pageant went 
ahead in a COVID-friendly form: a video shot out of 
doors in safe family ‘bubbles’ with social distancing 
and masks. The video itself was a huge hit with 10 
times more people viewing it online than any other 
church video. 
 
For more information on the church’s children and 
youth activities in 2020 see the report by Jiemei Li, 
chair of the Children, Youth and Young Adult Ministry, 
here. 

COVID-friendly Christmas Pageant 

Nancy reaches out with Storytime 

https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/07a/dbb/childrenyouth-youngadultministry.pdf


Children and Youth 

  5  Messy Church events 
 1 in-person, 72 participants 
 3 online, 18—20 participants 
 1 outdoor, 25 participants 
 

  2  youth attended the online            
 National Youth Conference       
 in August 
 

60 birthday cards sent to children  
 and youth 
 

59 Christmas cards sent to 
 children and youth 
 

24 members from 9 families 
 shared in the Christmas        
 pageant viewed 657 times on 
 Facebook and 171 times on Y
 YouTube 

The work of the church (continued) 

COVID–friendly Messy Church picnic 

Spirit Kids share their projects 

Outdoor Prayer Tree 
open to all 



The work of the church (continued) 

Music Ministry quick to respond 
 
Here’s a question for you: what was the first video Cordova Bay United Church posted on its new 
YouTube page and on the revamped church website?  
 
The first video was posted on March 25 and featured music director Garry Froese playing piano and 
singing a hymn. He taped the video in his home using his cellphone. Can you remember the name of 
that first hymn? If you said Blest Be the Tie That Binds you would be right. You can still see that video 
on our YouTube page here. 
 
The newly expanded Worship team decided that we needed to maintain our connection with the con-
gregation even though we could not meet in person. So Garry continued to provide music videos, in-
cluding taking hymn requests. 
 
The church band got the green light to start practicing again and took part in their first worship service 
on June 28 . They are now part of the online service two Sundays a month. 
 
Along with his music leadership, Garry was instrumental in initiating and implementing improvements to 
the church sound system and recordings. Garry and Peter Gray have made sure the church is in posi-
tion to continue providing worship services online when COVID-19 restrictions on public gatherings are 
finally lifted. 
 
Margaret Chambers also played a key role in providing music online for Cordova Bay United. Margaret 
recorded her first chime music video in June and has performed regularly since, including during Ad-
vent and for the Christmas Eve service. To learn more about the activities of the chime choir and the 
choir over the last year, see Margaret’s reports here. 

Music practice with Dr. Garry Froese 
leading the ‘Masked Bandits’. 

Chiming from a distance 

Garry offers Music videos to learn 
new hymns 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00djbNmazA0&feature=youtu.be
https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/046/6ea/ministryofmusic-chimechoir---choir.pdf


The work of the church (continued) 

Caring for others in our congregation 
 
There was concern that because we were unable to 
come together in person for worship, meetings, 
events and fellowship some may people may have 
felt isolated or disconnected. So the members of the 
Cordova Bay United Caring Ministry sprang into ac-
tion and developed a program to call or email any 
churchgoer who lived alone. 
 
The Caring Ministry has since expanded the pro-
gram by enlisting additional callers who now connect 
regularly with more than 70 people.  
 
As well, some 40 people attended a Zoom seminar 
on Caring During the Pandemic led by Rev. Julie 
Clayton. 
 
To learn more about the activities of the Caring Min-
istry during 2020, see co-chair Joanne Thomas’s 
report here. 
 

Pastoral Care 

 10  prayer shawl recipients 
 

 70  people contacted  
   regularly by the 
   Caring Ministry Team 
 

110 emails/week sent by    
   Ministry Personnel to 
   members 
 

 35  phone calls/week by 
   Ministry Personnel to 
   members 

Church groups meet virtually 
Even before Sunday service moved online, the 
church embraced Zoom technology to allow us to 
meet online.  
 
The church’s “Zoom room” was launched on April 
14 and the first group to use the service was the 
Monday morning prayer group. 
 
Other church groups soon followed, including the 
Ethel Wilson Women’s Group, which used Zoom to 
meet virtually in May and again for its June social.  
Ethel Wilson group continues to meet monthly via 
Zoom and averages about 30 women a session. 
 
Ethel Wilson group also moved its popular On The 
Ridge Craft Fair online. The fair was set for Nov. 7, 
but was of course cancelled due to public health 
orders, so a webpage was created on the church 
website linking to local crafters and their products. 
 
The Men’s Breakfast Group also moved online, 
meeting every second Saturday via Zoom. The 
move online hasn’t hurt attendance. The group 
used to average 19 men before the pandemic and 
since moving to Zoom still average 19 men.  
 

For each for full reports on the activities of the Eth-
el Wilson Women’s Group, Men’s Breakfast 
Group, Ministry and Personnel and Board of Trus-
tees. Ethel Wilson’s annual Christmas picture 

Ethel Wilson’s technical team preparing 
for first online meeting 

https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/085/ae6/caring-ministry.pdf
https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/05e/0e7/ethelwilsongroup.pdf
https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/05e/0e7/ethelwilsongroup.pdf
https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/087/520/men-sbreakfastgroup.pdf
https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/087/520/men-sbreakfastgroup.pdf
https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/038/2d3/ministryandpersonnel.pdf
https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/001/56f/board-of-trustees.pdf
https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/001/56f/board-of-trustees.pdf


The work of the church (continued) 

Fellowship Time moves online 
 
Just two weeks after Sunday worship moved 
online, the church Fellowship Time also moved 
online using Zoom. It was an immediate hit. 
 
On average, 66 people attend Fellowship Time, 
which runs every Sunday at 11 a.m.  Council Chair 
Bill Walker hosts the virtual coffee time with Jiemei 
Li and Fay Melling providing technical assistance. 
Everyone meets first as a large group followed by 
an opportunity for folks to chat informally in smaller 
groups (just as you would at coffee hour in the 
church hall). Ministers Bill Cantelon and Nancy 
Walker provide joys and concerns from the church 
community. 
 
If you want to attend, just contact Jane in the 
church office and she will send you the Zoom link. 

 
Covid protocol team keeps church safe 
 
At a Worship team meeting on March 9, it was de-
cided to cancel communion for Lent due to con-
cerns about COVID. Following the meeting, chair 
Stephen Godfrey contacted past council chair Lau-
rie Mueller and asked her to form a group to devel-
op health protocols to keep the church community 
safe (council chair Bill Walker was away in New 
Zealand at the time). 
 
Laurie worked with council secretary Sue Christi-
ansen to quickly put together a team consisting of 
herself, Sue, John Anderson and Rick Nuttall. 
They developed protocols that were distributed to 
the church on March 12. 
 
On March 16 the Protocol team issued a letter 
closing the church indefinitely. Since then, the 
team has been meeting weekly via Zoom to en-
sure the protocols are kept current with the chang-
ing conditions.  

Community 
Outreach 

 

$4000 donated by 
   Outreach Committee  
   to community groups 
 

$1200 donated by 
        Ethel Wilson Group 
        to local charities 
 

$1000 donated to Our Place 
   hot meal program  
   feeding 400 people 
   in need 
 

$3600 to purchase 90 gifts  
   for Our Place Angel  
   Gift Program 
 

  $300 raised for Our Place in  
        The Coldest Night 
        of the Year walk 

CBUC launches its own YouTube Channel 

Coldest 
Night of 
the Year 
‘Walkers’ 



$10,752.26 
on maintenance repair, 

including: 
 
• Ongoing maintenance, boulder 
 placement and planting ferns 
 in the Memorial Garden 
 
• Line painting in the parking lot 
 
• Inspection and cleaning of the 
 downspouts, gutters, and 
 exterior drains.  
 
• Downspouts replaced where 
 needed 
 
• General clean up of leaves and 
 other debris in the grassed 
 areas 
 
• Replacement of rotting siding 
 on south side of the Church 

The work of the church (continued) 

Property Team carried on 
 
In the wake of the pandemic, our building was shuttered, but the work of the Property Team carried on. 
They continue to ensure that our facility is well maintained, safe and secure . 
 

Quieter than usual congregation 
at one of the early recordings. 

Gardeners Extraordinaire! 



The work of the church (continued) 

Much loved Head of 
School, Tanya Burnett 
returns after long-term 

disability leave. 

Carrot Seed Renovation 
Team  in action 

Before 

And after 

Carrot Seed essential service 
 
In the wake of the pandemic, Carrot Seed Preschool was 
deemed an essential service by the Provincial Health Of-
ficer and has remained open throughout. The school was 
required to meet strict health regulations and implement 
health protocols.  
 
Following a full inspection the preschool received a spe-
cial operating license. With one of the largest outdoor 
play areas of any Victoria area preschool, Carrot Seed 
was approved to operate at full capacity. However, enrol-
ment fluctuated throughout the year. 
 
Tanya Burnett returned in September from long-term dis-
ability to resume her position as Head of School. Julia 
Nobel, who acted in Tanya’s absence, returned to being a 
member of the Carrot Seed board. Julia is also the pre-
school’s business manager following the retirement of 
Susan Salomonsson earlier in the year.  
 
Since September enrolment has been 80 to 90 per cent 
of capacity and it is expected that once the pandemic is 
over the preschool will return to full capacity ( 27 stu-
dents) with a three-year waiting list. 
 
The Carrot Seed carried out $18,000 in renovations over 
the summer, including painting all interior walls, installing 
new vinyl floors, a new entrance door, and replacing toi-
lets and the washer and dryer. 
 
To see Chair Roger Miller’s full report on Carrot Seed ac-
tivities during 2020, click here. 

https://0901.nccdn.net/4_2/000/000/017/e75/carrot-seed-preschool.pdf


Comings and Goings 

This year we had a number of people step in tem-
porarily as committee chairs. 
 

Laurie Mueller, past chair of council, filled in as 
council chair while Bill Walker was off. Bill has 
since returned and Laurie continues as chair of the 
Protocol team. 
 

Arlene Vickery filled in as chair of the Property 
Committee while Peter Hopkins was off. Peter has 
since returned as chair. 
 

Atholl Malcolm was interim chair for the Ministry 
and Personnel Committee, filling in for chair Rick 
McMahon. 
 

After many years Stephen Godfrey, Bob Krueckl 
and Blyth Hughes have stepped down from the 
Board of Trustees. Ron Norman has been put for-
ward as a new trustee. 
 

Julia Nobel was Carrot Seed’s acting head of 
school while Tanya Burnett was on long term disa-
bility. Tanya has since returned. Julia returned to 
her position on the Carrot Seed board and is the 
business manager after Susan Salomonsson re-
signed. 
 

Linda Erskine stepped away from the Stewardship 
Committee after providing years of service. Ed 
Hickcox has returned to Stewardship, at least tem-
porarily. 
 

Laura Pringle stepped down from the Ministry and 
Personnel Committee. 
 

Francelyn Bey and Marie Warner stepped away 
from the Caring Committee while Orma Paton has 
joined that committee. 

Men’s Breakfast Group host annual 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper 

Did you know? 

  30 women on average 
        attend the Ethel Wilson     
   monthly meeting via      
   Zoom 
 

  19 men on average attend   
   the twice monthly Men’s 
   Breakfast Group 
   meetings 
 

    8 members of the 
        Chime Choir 
 

  20 members of the Choir 
 

    8 members of the Band 
 

  14 members of the Church  
   Council 
 

  70 people attended the AGM 
 

100 people attended the      
   Shrove Tuesday 
        Pancake Supper 

Council executives lead AGM 



The Stewardship Committee helps fulfil the 
Cordova Bay United Church mission and 
ministry by conducting year-round stewardship 
activities.   
 

One important function is the compilation of the 
annual budget that council and then the 
congregation  approves at the annual general 
meeting. The Stewardship Committee works 
with the congregation throughout the year to 
help meet its budget obligations. 
 
Despite a challenging year coping with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we ended 2020 with a 
$20,611 surplus.  
 

In addition, we contributed $17,760 to the United 
Church Mission and Service Fund — exceeding 
our budget target and approximately $4,000 
more than what we contributed last year. 
 

The congregation gave generously throughout 
the year, as well as in response to online 
requests to prayerfully consider increasing year-
end givings. On behalf of the Stewardship 
Committee, I want to thank everyone in the 
congregation for your continued financial 
support for the mission and ministry of Cordova 
Bay United Church. 
 

Respectfully submitted, John Anderson, Chair 

Our financial plan 

YEAR-END FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

INCOME 
 

Total Givings    $ 303,509.49 
Carrot Seed    $   34,900.00  
Use of Building    $     7,775.00  
Fundraisers    $        295.48  
Federal Jobs Grant   $   33,788.00  
Other      $     1,341.18 
 

Total Income    $ 381,609.15  
 
EXPENSES 
 

Committees    $    4,627.76 
Local Outreach    $    4,000.00  
Building & Property    $   40,394.76  
Administration    $   29,233.64 
Staffing     $ 270,408.98 
Other     $   12,322.03  
 

Total Expenses    $ 360,997.17  
 

Net Surplus    $   20,611.98  
 
Mission and Service Fund $   17,761.40 

  $20,611 surplus in the  
        2020 budget 
 
  $17,761  contributed to  
               Mission and Service 
 
$303,509   in total givings 

($28,962 more than last year) 
 
  $34,900   received from Carrot  
       Seed Preschool 

($9500 more than last year) 
 
   $18,000   in renovations for 
                   Carrot Seed Preschool 

7 creative fundraisers with 

proceeds to support CBUC 
 

Margaret Bates 
greeting cards 

 

Deanna Bertelsen 
Masks 

 

Frank Gertsma 
homemade jam 

 

Mayme Lee 
crocheted dishcloths 

 

Ruth Schulz 
Plants 

 

Barbara Shobbrook 
mask extenders  

 

Arlene Vickery 
plants 


