Andrés Villar
“Memory and history inform how we conceive
of times to come. We exist double-faced, imagining futures that can deliver us from the past,
even–or especially if–the past acquires the burden of a deceptively golden glow. Discovery
implies a certain amount of recollection or
recognition. “What has been” channels the
possibilities of “what will be.” Yet the past, as
someone has said, is a foreign country, inaccessible and glimpsed only darkly in traces that
time leaves in its wake. Many of these traces,
which are in all that surrounds us, wherever we
go, appear as ruins or debris. Like spring without
birdsong, they attest to an irrevocable loss.
Moving with hope into the future requires a
careful reconnaissance of places and legacies
so as to be aware of what is present and what
is absent in the meshwork of our everyday
lives.” -Andrés Villar

2021 has been an extraordinary and unforgettable year
for the St. Thomas-Elgin Public Art Centre. Since reopening, after a temporary closure due to the pandemic, we
have continued to welcome visitors safely. Our unwavering commitment to our mission, encouraging and supporting an appreciation for the visual arts, allowed us to
inspire and connect our community and visitors through
art and art education.
Early in the new year, we concentrated on our permanent collection and online art education. We began
with Ting, Editorial Cartoons from the Collection, and
finished with a solo exhibition by local artist Mary Donlan.
The pandemic brought on an economic climate that
has affected organizations throughout North America
and the world. It has also left its mark on the Public Art
Centre. Decreased earned revenues from classes, workshops, and fundraising, tied to the temporary decline of
tourism, require us to continue to face these challenges
head-on and steer this organization through these unprecedented times.
We are grateful for the continued support of the City of
St. Thomas and the County of Elgin, which offered stability during this time. Grants provided by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, the Museum Assistance Program, the
Elgin Community Foundation (Howard and Alice Williams
Fund), and the Wage Subsidy Programs have ensured
our ongoing success.
We also take this opportunity to thank everyone who
helped make the Public Art Centre’s art auction a success. This major event included over 60 outstanding artworks donated through the tremendous generosity of
artists, private collectors, and commercial galleries. The
funds raised will help the Public Art Centre continue serving children, families, and adults through exceptional
exhibitions and engaging art education programs.
Thank you to our visitors, members, and supporters
whose generosity sustained us this past year. Thank you
also to the dedicated staff and volunteers for their ability
to pivot to COVID– 19 protocols and procedures, produce and organize impactful exhibitions and programs,
as well as a shift to an online presence. With all of those
mentioned, the Public Art Centre will continue to impact
and engage audiences as we position ourselves to be a
vital and active part of our community’s recovery and
growth across the province and beyond.

36 First Avenue
St. Thomas
(519) 495-0789

In 2020, the Public Art Centre formed a
community partnership with the Estate of
Donna Vera Evens Bushnell-St. Thomas
Community Foundation, Kettle Creek
Conservation Authority, Catfish Creek
Conservation Authority, and St. Thomas
Elevated Park.

The generous donations received from our community ensure that the Art Centre is able to
continue to promote an appreciation for and support the practice of the visual arts in St.
Thomas and Elgin County. *Memberships will appear in the next newsletter.

ACCESS TO ART

The partnership sought to place art in
natural spaces, for people to enjoy, as
they walk the stunning trails in St. Thomas
-Elgin. Each location selected pieces
from the Public Art Centre’s Permanent
Collection, that would be reproduced
and installed along the existing trails.

Doug Tarry Limited

To date, twenty pieces have been installed along the trails at Springwater
Forest, Dalewood Conservation Area,
and St. Thomas Elevated Park.

Darryl Arnold
Françios Beauchamp
Michel Constantin
Brenda Fuhrman
Anne Gilbert
Debra Jackson-Jones
Johnnene Maddison
David and Sandra Marr
Sheila Martin
Mike Pineau
Catherine Elliot Shaw & John
Shaw
Tony Stacpoole
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Jens Thielsen

If you are looking for a wonderful outdoor activity, check to see what trails are
open, and get out there to view this
unique outdoor exhibition!
More locations within the city of St. Thomas are already
being selected and you can look forward to seeing
even more pieces from the Public Art Centre’s collection dotting the landscape as you enjoy the great outdoors!
For more information about Art, Trees, and Trails and
the pieces selected by each location, visit www.stepac.ca.

ANNUAL GIVING
Glen White Investments Ltd.

GENERAL

GIFTS IN KIND
Françios Beauchamp
Sheila Bloomfield
Stanley Borenstein
Port Stanley Pier – Windy Day, Lake Eire by Jerry Cutting

The Art Centre wishes to thank the City of
St. Thomas, the County of Elgin, its membership,
donors, grantors, and sponsors for their ongoing commitment and support.

Emmi Coburn
Jim Coburn
Henry Cornelissen

Michael Crane
Jeffery Flinn
Lisa Gerrard
Robin Grindley
Wil Herold
Mary Hickey
James D. Jacobik
André Lacroix
Al Magrath
Kelly Mancari
Linda Maskell-Pereira & Christopher Pereira
Melainie &Jamie McBain
Candy McManiman
Rhonda & Ron Milton
Catherine Montgomery
Gerald Pedros
Elvine Gignac Pharand
Barbara Popham
Andrea Renner
Larry A. Russel & Tamelynda
Lux
John Shapendonk
Andrew Sloan
Jack Snelgrove
Rowena Spersrud
Jens Thielsen
Margaret Thielsen
Wendy & Dan Tippin
Aidan Urquhart
Josepha van den Anker

Anne Whiteman
Andrew Wilkie
Anne Wilson

IN MEMORY
Suzanne Baehr
Janet (Brodie) Farley
Martha Farley
Sine Herold
Sharon Little
Anne & Cavan McHenry
Jan Row
Laurie Shiell

INSPIRE A STUDENT
Centennial Sports Club of St.
Thomas
Elgin Contracting and Restoration Ltd.
Kinsmen Club of St. Thomas
Lions Club of St. Thomas
Optimist Club of St. Thomas
Talbot Trail Optimist Club
Williams Funeral Home Ltd.

PERMANENT COLLECTION
Françios Beauchamp
Michel Constantin
Robin Grindley
The A.G.M will take place

Tuesday March 15, 2022.
The meeting may be in person or via Zoom @ 5:30 pm
More information to come.

