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Prelude Dr. Garry Froese 
 

O, We Have Found a Lovely Vine 

 

O, we have found a lovely vine 
in Zion's valley blooming  
whose blossoms shoot and promise fruit  
that's beautiful and cheering.  
 

Whose verdant branches spread so wide,  
it shades the meek and lowly,  
it's dazzling light does shine so bright,  
it truly fills the valley.  
 
“Frequently, the valley serves as another symbol of humility, not in 
relation to the "valley of death" but rather as a "low" place of 
modesty and the condition of being blessed.” 
 
Excerpted from: 

"Draw the Cords of Union Stronger": The Musical Life of the American Shakers 
Author(s): Linda Fujie, Source: The World of Music, 1993, Vol. 35, No. 3 (1993), pp. 

51-79 Published by: VWB - Verlag für Wissenschaft und Bildung Stable 
URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/43616473 

 
Welcoming and Announcements Stephen Godfrey 

Flowers for the service are offered by Valerie Armstrong and are dedicated 
in memory of her father, Flight Sergeant Elmer Gerald Stoddard 

who passed in service in the RCAF on her date of birth. 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
We light our Christ Candle which represents both the mystery of 
Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection and the affirmation of 
God’s love for all. 
We are comforted by the light that shines within each of us…this light 
given to us through the Holy Spirit to pass on to others. 
Today, let us open our hearts and minds to both the receiving and the 
giving. 

Introit: Soon and Very Soon 
Words and music by Andraé Crouch,  arr. Glenda Austin 

 
Soon and very soon we are going to see the king 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we're going to see the king 
 
No more crying there, we are going to see the king 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, we're going to see the king 
 
Should there be any rivers we must cross 
Should there be any mountains we must climb 
God will supply all the strength that we need 
Give us strength till we reach the other side. 
 
Call to Worship  
Come to Christ, the true vine, and bear much fruit. 
Come to love one another, for love is of God. 
Come to set aside your fears, for perfect love drives out fear. 
Come! Let us worship God. 
 
Opening Hymn: All Things Bright and Beautiful (VU 291, vs. 1, 2 & 5) 
 
  Refrain All things bright and beautiful, 
  all creatures great and small, 
  all things wise and wonderful: 
  in love, God made them all. 
 
1 Each little flower that opens, 
 each little bird that sings, 
 God made their glowing colours, 
 God made their tiny wings.  Refrain 
 
2 The purpleheaded mountains, 
 the river running by, 
 the sunset and the morning 
 that brightens up the sky; Refrain 
 



5 God gave us eyes to see them, 
 and lips that we might tell 
 how great is God our maker, 
 who has made all things well.  Refrain 
 
Opening Prayer 
Divine Vinegrower,  
the soil of your love nurtures the roots of our lives each and every 
day. 
As we consecrate ourselves into your loving care, plant us in the soil 
of your love, that we may abide in Christ, our true vine, and bear the 
fruit of your love and grace. 
Give us rain in seasons of doubt and nourish our growth, that our 
harvest of love may bless the world. 
In your bountiful name, we pray. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Thomas Dunhill 

 
Scripture Readings Stephen Godfrey  
Christian Scripture (New Testament): Acts 8:26-40; I John 4:7-21 
Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8 
 
Anthem: Ubi Caritas (Where There is Charity and Love) 

Becki Slagle Mayo 

 
Reflection: The Fruitful Church 
 
Prayer Introit: Abide with ME 

Written by Elaine Bidgood Sveet; Tune: Eventide 
Gathering, Lent/Easter 2021, page 23. Used with permission. 

 
Abide with me, O Christ, the one true vine. 
Root me in love and train me to be kind. 
Guide all my actions, thoughts so I can be 
Fruitful for you, O Christ, abide with me. 
 
 

I can do nothing, Lord, apart from you. 
Yours is the glory, strength and wisdom, too. 
May I obey and faithful always be. 
O Christ, who changes not, abide with me. 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves: May Peace Become You 

The Work of the People 
 

Closing Hymn: There’s a Spirit in the Air (VU 582, vs. 1, 2 & 4) 
Words and Music © 1979 Hope Publishing Company 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 There's a spirit in the air, 
 telling Christians everywhere: 
 'Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
 living, working in our world.' 
 
2 Lose your shyness, find your tongue, 
 tell the world what God has done: 
 God in Christ has come to stay. 
 Live tomorrow's life today! 
 
4 Still the Spirit gives us light, 
 seeing wrong and setting right: 
 God in Christ has come to stay. 
 Live tomorrow's life today! 
 
Benediction 
Beloved, let us love one another,  
for love is from God. 
Beloved, let us abide in Christ’s love,  
for Christ is the vine and we are the branches.  
Beloved, let us care for one another,  
for the Spirit helps us abide in God’s peace. 
 
Postlude: With Pomp and Ceremony 

John E. Boalt 
 


