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Fifth Sunday of Easter - May 10, 2020 

Scripture Readings 
Prayer for illumination: 

Gracious and Loving God, Open our eyes that we may see the wonders of 

your Word; and give us grace that we may clearly understand and freely 

choose the way of your wisdom. Amen. 
 

John 14:1-14 (NRSV) 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe[a] in God, believe also in me. 2 In 

my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 

have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare 

a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 

am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am 

going.”[c] 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 

How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you 

know me, you will know[d] my Father also. From now on you do know him 

and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do 

not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 

‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but 

the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of 

the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 

will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 

because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, 

so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me[e] 

for anything, I will do it. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26659a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26660b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26662c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26665d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26672e
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Reflection 

There are some days that I am really grateful that we follow the lectionary. This 

week is a passage that is packed full of themes and ideas and understandings that 

I think would overwhelm me if I thought I had to figure it all out at once. In some 

ways the lectionary is freeing, because we get to come back to these stories over 

and over, finding new insights. This week 2 aspects of this story came to the 

forefront for me in this time and place: 

1.) The idea of home, and; 

2.) Comforting, inclusionary aspects of Jesus. 

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.” 

 

How timely these words are for our current situation. My heart is troubled at the 

moment. As much as I try to look for the blessings of this time of isolation, I 

worry. I am anxious about my family, anxious for those who don’t have the 

resources I do, who have lost jobs or live in places where health care isn’t readily 

available. I am anxious that the government will relax restrictions too soon, I am 

anxious about this dragging out too long.  

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  

 

Jesus spoke those words to his disciples at a time when there were some good 

reasons to be troubled. This is the night before the crucifixion. Jesus has told 

them that he is going to leave them.  

 

In the chapter just before this one, Jesus had said that one of them would betray 

him. And when Peter said he would lay down his life for Jesus, Jesus told him, 

"Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster 

crows, you will disown me three times! “ (John 13:38) Imagine how you would 

feel if you just heard Jesus say that to you. These disciples were confused. They 

were disappointed. They were worried about what would take place next. A huge 

change is about to happen and they seemed powerless to do anything about it. 

They couldn’t imagine life without the earthly Jesus. 
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The confusion, the disappointment, the sorrow these disciples were feeling was 

very real. 

Jesus was not denying that. But he did give them a way to deal with it. This is 

Jesus being pastoral, giving comfort.  He says “Believe in God, believe in me.” Or 

another translation is Trust, “Trust God, Trust me.” The disciples needed to be 

reassured that they had a future, a way forward, after their leader had left. 

Jesus tells the disciples that his Father’s house has many dwelling places, and that 

he is going ahead to prepare a place for them.  

In these days of Covid-19, the image of home evokes some intense emotions – 

what does the word home mean for you?  

For many, it is a place of safety and security, a place of love, a place the promotes 

growth and encourages the deepening of relationships, a place where you can 

relax and be your true self. A place of family. 

I know that home isn’t the place of security for everyone that it should be, but 

imagine if our home is in God.  

Throughout the gospel, John invites us to abide with Jesus. It is the promise of a 

God who has always wanted to dwell with us, abide with us, Immanuel. 

Jesus is letting the disciples know that even though they will be separated, Jesus is 

not abandoning the relationship. He goes ahead to prepare a place for them. Even 

returning to the Father is about bringing us in closer relationship with God. 

I wonder what you hope for in this time at home? I wonder how you are drawing 

closer to God? 

 

Thomas doesn’t seem to get what Jesus is saying, “Lord, we do not know where 

you are going. How can we know the way?”  

[Song = “If you don’t know me by now”].  
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Here is the thing that I appreciate these seemingly clueless disciples (Thomas and 

Phillip) – they don’t say I don’t get it, so I’m gone, I don’t understand what you’re 

saying or want of me, so I give up, I’m outta here. Instead, they ask questions, 

they lean in, they want to understand and they communicate that. I need to 

remind myself that instead of judging them for not understanding - It’s an 

invitation for me to be vulnerable and bring my questions and doubts to God, as 

well. Jesus is incredibly patient, explaining things over and over, allowing people 

come to understanding in their own time. 

 

The disciples are looking for a practical plan to proceed into the future. “How will 

we know the way?” Instead, Jesus brings it back to relationship. “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you 

know me, you will know my Father also.” Jesus reminds them that they know 

enough, they know how to live, how to move forward because they know him. It’s 

about the relationship between him and them, and by extension because they 

know him, they know God. It is through Jesus you know the way, which is truth 

and life. 

Confession, I didn’t like this passage when I was young. I grew up in a town where 

there was Truth, with a capital “T” and if you didn’t believe in the right way, you 

were out. It made me angry and this passage at first glance can feel very 

exclusionary. I had friends of other faiths that I knew had experienced aspects of 

God. How could they not have a place with God? It did not fit with the God I 

knew, who was loving and accepting – the best kind of parent. I want to trust that 

God has countless ways to disclose God’s self to all people. It helped me when 

examining this passage to remember the universal nature of Jesus’ mission. “I … 

will draw all people to myself” (John 12:32). It also help to remember he was 

talking to people who were his closest companions. He was not talking to people 

who did not know him. This passage isn’t an exclusionary statement. Jesus’ life 

and resurrection was for the whole world (John 12:47). Bringing us abundant life. 

In Jesus’ tangible presence in the world, we know and experience God in a 

particular way, not an exclusive way. 
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This passage gets to the heart of John – in Jesus we don’t only know Jesus but we 

are brought into relationship with God. Jesus reveals the nature of God: serving 

the poor, healing the blind, spending time with outcasts, willing to die for others. 

This is who God is. 

In a time when the disciples are worried about the future, worried about how 

they will proceed without him, Jesus reassures them that they know everything 

they need to. 

They know the WAY, they’ve been travelling it. 

They know the TRUTH, they’ve been learning it 

They know the LIFE, they’ve been living it. 

Just keep going, and when you do, I’ll be right there with you, because I am the 

Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

Jesus’ followers’ everyday lives, living out his teachings will be sure signs of their 

ongoing communion with him.  

In this time when we are stuck at home, when our future is unclear, when we 

might be feeling vulnerable and anxious, we can ask ourselves what is our path 

forward? How are we drawing closer to God? Are we following the way, the truth 

and the life that Jesus laid out for us? 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.” 

 

PRAYER 

Nancy Walker 
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