Children and Youth Ministry 2025 Annual Report

2025 was a wonderful year with the Spirit Kids ministry at Cordova Bay United Church. This marked
the first full calendar year of Grace Cave and Moira Dennis in leadership for this ministry. We enjoyed
some wonderful Messy Church gatherings, built stronger connections with the children attending
Sunday School, and had some excellent moments leading a few services for the greater congregation,
not forgetting the 100th Birthday Party of the United Church in Canada and our annual Christmas Eve
Nativity Pageant!

We started the year with a focus on ways to give back to our community. We brought out the Piggy
Bank dubbed “M.S. Piggy” standing for Missions and Service and challenged the kids to bring loose
change that we would donate to Janeece Place. We ended up raising $100. As a group we dove into
memory verses and studied some core stories from the Old Testament like Noah’s Ark and The Tower
of Babel.

Our first Messy Church of the year in February was centred around the theme of Random Acts of
Kindness where 20 children plus their families came together to fill shoeboxes for children that found
themselves in the Emergency Room at Saanich Peninsula Hospital. Moira and Emma Cave (4 years
old) were able to deliver the shoe boxes along with a treat for the busy nurses and Doctors.

In March we started with the theme of “Bloom Where You are Planted.” Lynn Dennis helped plant
tomato seeds with the kids to watch them grow and eventually sent them home to become part of their
gardens and maybe even provide some delicious tomatoes to eat in the summer! We talked about the
science behind growing seeds and talked about resiliency and what it takes to grow (with a lot of
parallels to our daily lives) The ‘Bloom Where You are Planted” theme continued into April, talking
about the power of Friendship. We also celebrated Palm Sunday teaching the kids how to make Palm
leaf crosses and Easter with a fun egg hunt for the children after church.

In May we brought out the Granny and Esmerelda the Donkey puppets to help illustrate our Spirit
kids lessons during Time to Wonder with a “Wheels on the Bus” theme. The Spirit kids lead the
Mother’s Day service, singing some of our favourite songs, reciting memory verses, and reading “I'll
Love You Forever” by Robert Munsche. It was beautiful to see the Spirit kids excited to participate and
help in what happens “Upstairs”

June 14th was the 100th Birthday Party where an incredible group of volunteers from the Church
community joined the Spirit kids for an afternoon of community fun and outreach. We had a Bouncy
Castle, Face Painting, old time carnival games, Delicious BBQ, and a Birthday Cake! We had a
wonderful turnout and met some new faces from around the community. We found our numbers
growing smaller this month as school-year-end activities and celebrations ramped up, but we said
‘Goodbye’ to our kids for Summer Break with the promise of wonderful things, including Messy
Church, to come in September.



We kicked off September with an inside Messy Church carnival due to inclement weather. We played
games, made crafts, shared a meal, and finished with songs and a story time. We had a few new kids
join in on the fun. Our numbers were small (8 children plus their families) but mighty. Moving right
into October we launched back in with a review of the Creation Story and settled back into routines
like the Skittle Prayer and Memory Verses, singing, and reading more stories from the Old Testament
talking about Abraham, Sarah and Isaac.

In November, Spirit kids once again lead a service for Children’s Sunday. The Spirit kids were involved
in every aspect of the service leading the congregation with a blooming comfort and confidence that is
wonderful to see in the younger generation. = We also had our annual “Messy Christmas” with a
wonderful turnout of 18 kids plus family members. Crafts, games, a delicious dinner, followed by a
Carol Sing lead by Grace and Lynn Dennis on the piano with a gift of handmade stockings filled with
goodies for each kid to take home. Moving straight into Advent where the Spirit kids made special
contributions to the ‘Ode to Joy” Sunday. Beautiful canvases painted while answering the question
“Where do you see joy?” We also had some special moments for some of our Spirit kids to contribute
through dance (Raven and Wren) and song (Sarah) in the service. It was beautiful to see their
generation step up and shine through sharing the gifts God has given them.

Our final ‘Glimmer of Joy’ this year was in the Christmas Eve service Nativity pageant where we
invited any child attending the service to join the spirit kids in telling the Nativity story. We recruited
some of the crucial roles ahead of time as well as one soloist (Sarah) to share a beautiful song during
the play. The rest of the participants were assigned roles and costumes as they came through the door.
There was a lot of joy and laughter as the kids followed the narration. We rewarded their efforts with
a candy cane at the end of the service, and we think this was the best way to say farewell to 2025 looking
forward to the things we will share and grow in 2026.

Respectfully submitted,
Grace Cave and Moira Dennis
The Children and Youth Coordinators of Cordova Bay United Church



