Good News
March 2020

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | CORDOVA BAY UNITED CHURCH

Messy Church takes children on a ‘journey’

More than 70 children, their families and friends explored the theme of
“journey” during the Feb. 7 Messy Church. The children took part in a range
of activities, including making a cast of their own foot, creating a miniature
campfire and stringing a bead bracelet.

Afterwards they enjoyed a supper of pancakes and sausages, prepared and
cooked by the Men’s Breakfast Group. Following dinner, the children went
into the sanctuary for a sacred story.
The next Messy Church is April 17 – mark it on your calendar!

Strong turnout for annual meeting

More than 70 people turned out for the Cordova Bay United Church annual congregational meeting on
Sunday, Feb. 9. The meeting was preceded by a soup and bun lunch in the church hall. The cost of
lunch was by donation with proceeds going to the Mission and Service Fund. More than $710 was
raised.

Church ends 2019 with surplus

Cordova Bay United ended 2019 with a surplus of $8,578. The surplus went into the church’s
contingency fund.
The church closed out the year with $370,453 in income, including $274,354 in total givings from the
congregation.
The Carrot Seed Preschool contributed a total of $26,000 in rent in 2019. That was on top of $8,200 for
janitorial services and $5,000 for insurance. In total Carrot Seed contributed $39,000 to the 2019 budget.
As well, church fundraisers totaled nearly $30,000 and rental of the building contributed more than
$21,300.
Chair Bill Walker explained that a motion at last year’s annual meeting called for the proceeds of the Fall
Rummage Sale to go to the Mission and Service Fund. However, since M&S had already exceeded its
$10,000 budget target, council decided in November to put only $1,000 from the rummage sale into the
M&S fund. The year-end total for M&S was $13,675.
The church also received a $10,000 donation, which was placed in the Legacy Fund. The Legacy Fund
now totals nearly $69,000.

Congregation approves new budget

The congregation approved a budget for 2020 totaling $384,227. That is an increase of $13,774 over the
2019 year-end – or 3.7 per cent. Highlights of the budget include:
•
•
•
•
•

An $24,696 increase in general givings – or 9 per cent.
An increase in expenditures to $384,227 – up $22,352 or 6 per cent from last year.
Staff costings increase from $279,163 in 2019 to $296,787 – up $17,624 or 6 per cent.
No funds will be allocated to the Capital Improvement Fund in 2020. In the past, the church
budgeted $5,000.
The Mission and Service was not included in the budget this year. Instead, funds will be raised
outside the budget. The congregation agreed to commit to raise $10,000 for M&S in 2020.

Bill Walker re-elected chair

Bill Walker was re-elected chair of Cordova Bay United Church council for 2020. This will be Bill’s third
year as chair. Meanwhile, Bill Bey stepped down as vice-chair but will remain on the council executive as
treasurer. Sue Christensen will continue as council secretary.
The position of vice-chair is vacant and the church is urgently looking for someone to volunteer to take
on the role. If you can help, contact either Bill Walker, Bill Bey or Sue Christensen.

Committee help needed

There are several church committees that need support, among them:
• Mission and Service Fund Committee. This committee spearheads the
M&S Fund work, including fundraising. There are currently only two members: John MacLeod and Clare Walker.
• The Ministry and Personnel Committee is looking for a new member.
• The Trustees are looking for a new member.

Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Chair Bill Walker thanked many volunteers who have decided to step down. They included:
• Tom Zandee—coordinator of the Broadmead Lodge worship services
• Art Rowe—member of both the band and choir
• Stephen Godfrey—chair of Trustees (Stephen will
continue as a member of the Trustees until the end of 2020)
• Pat MacLeod—coffee coordinator for the Coffee Stalwarts
• Pam Porter—member of the Music Support Committee
• Bill Bey—vice-chair of council
• Kate Insley and Myrna Pringle—members of the Caring Ministry team
• Laurie Mueller—member of the Ministry and Personnel Committee
• John Rowan—for many years prepared Communion
• Miranda Andersen—treasurer
• Elaine Zandee—Band Leader.

Scouts take part in church service

More than two dozen Scouts, Cubs, Guides and Brownies and their leaders from the 5th Tsartlip Scout
Troop took part in the Feb. 22 church service at Cordova Bay united. The Scouts trooped their colours
into the sanctuary at the start of the service and out again at the end. They also provided a cake in the
church hall following the service.
Their attendance was part of the church celebration of scouting and guiding and the legacy of Lord
Robert Baden-Powell, who founded the Boys Scouts and with his sister, Agnes, the Girl Guides.

More than $1,700 raised for M&S

Fundraising for Mission and Service got off to a strong start this year thanks to three
separate events. As mentioned above, the soup and bun lunch before the annual
congregational meeting raised more than $710. Then the Saskia and Darrel concert
on Feb. 22 raised another $450. Finally, the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper by the
Men’s Breakfast group raised nearly $570.
The next M&S fundraiser is the popular Peter Houghton concert on April 19th. Be
sure to mark it on your calendar!
Funds for M&S are also raised from the birthdays and anniversaries celebrations on
the first Sunday of each month, and from individual donations. The budget target this
year is $10,000.

Everybody loves pancakes!

A large crowd turned out for the annual Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper in the church hall, proving once again that
everybody loves pancakes. More than 100 people enjoyed
pancakes and sausages, then treated themselves to a
dessert of ice cream. Thanks to the Men’s Breakfast group
for a great meal and a wonderful time.

Worship service change for Lent

Ash Wednesday marked the beginning of the 40 days of Lent and also a
change in our Sunday worship for Lent. Music director Dr. Garry Froese’s
Prelude before the service will be a time for quiet meditation. As well, his
Postlude following the service will be a time for quiet reflection.
The congregation is asked to keep this in mind when they enter and leave
the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.

Full house for Foodsafe workshop

Twenty-five church members attended a course in food handling, sanitation and work safety on Saturday, Feb. 29 in the church hall. The eight-hour Foodsafe Level 1 certification course is designed for
front-line food service workers such as cooks, servers, bussers, dishwashers and deli workers.
The church paid $450 to provide the course. In addition participants were charged $35 each. Ethel
Wilson Women’s Group paid the $35 fee for its members, as did the Men’s Breakfast Group and the
Messy Church folks.

Walking for Our Place

While it might not have been literally the coldest night of
the year, the weather on the evening of Feb 22 was nevertheless chilly. But that didn’t stop David Scoates, Alan
Hodgson and Nancy Walker from taking part in the third
annual Our Place The Coldest Night of the Year
fundraiser.
David, Alan and Nancy walked two kilometres and raised
$300 for Our Place. They were among 355 walkers who
took part and who raised a total of nearly $49,000 for Our
Place.
By the way, the weather that night got down to 4.8 C. Brrr.

Fundraising begins for new carpet

After 32 years of Sunday services, Country Fairs, Fall Rummage Sales and
Ethel Wilson On The Ridge Craft Fairs, the property committee has determined that the carpet in the sanctuary is worn out and needs to be replaced.
So the committee has started a fundraising campaign to replace the carpet.
The target is $30,000. The Ethel Wilson Women’s Group has helped to kick
off the campaign with a donation of $10,000.
If you would like to contribute to the carpet fund, please place your donations
in the envelopes provided on the offering table at the back of the sanctuary
or drop them off at the church office.
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Cordova Bay United Church’ and must
include ‘Carpet Fund’ on the memo line. Each $100 donated will buy a
square of carpet.

