
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Again and again…we are reformed 

Sunday, March 21, 2021 
 
Prelude  
The Redemption (from Crucifixus: Medleys for Organ and Piano) 

Lani Smith 
 

(tunes:  Rhosymedre, The Solid Rock, Woodworth & Hamburg) 
Pianist, Dr. Garry Froese; Organist, Mrs. Dorothy Froese Pianist 

 
Welcoming and Announcements Stephen Godfrey 

Flowers for the service are offered by Val Armstrong 
in celebration of the life of her step-father, John Lines. 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle & the Candles of Lent: (Bill) 
In the darkness of time, 
you created all that lives and breathes. 
In the darkness of Mary’s womb, 
you nurtured the Christ-child, bringer of light. 
In the solitude of darkness 
we find expectant hope for the journey. 
O God, you are with us in darkness and in light. 
 
Introit: Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (Voices United 121) 
 
 God of all our fear and sorrow, 
 God who lives beyond our death; 
 hold us close through each tomorrow, 
 love as near as every breath, 
 love as near as every breath. 
 
Call to Worship  
Every week is a new week, 
Another chance to say: 
“Here I am. Use me.” 
 

Every day is a new day, 
Another chance to say: 
“Thank you for yesterday. Thank you for tomorrow.” 
 
Every hour is a new hour, 
Another chance to say, 
“Again and again, make me new.” 
 
We do not come to this place to stay the same. 
We come to this place to be changed. 
 
So let us worship holy God, 
Who created yesterday, well create tomorrow,  
and even now is creating something new. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn: God of Grace and God of Glory (VU 686, vs. 1, 3 & 4) 
 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 
 on your people pour your power; 
 now fulfil your church's story; 
 bring its bud to glorious flower. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 for the facing of this hour. 
 

3 Cure your children's warring madness, 
 bend our pride to your control; 
 shame our wanton selfish gladness, 
 rich in goods and poor in soul. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 

4 Set our feet on lofty places, 
 gird our lives that they may be 
 armoured with all Christlike graces, 
 pledged to set all captives free. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 that we fail not them nor thee. 



 
Opening Prayer: (Bill) 
Gracious God, 
We want to see you. 
We want to be known as the people who looked for Jesus; 
But not only that, we want to be people who have your covenant 
written on our hearts. 
 
We are grateful that again and again,  
you seek us out and call us beloved. 
 
As we journey closer to you, Gracious Creator, 
we pray the prayer that your son taught us… 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (Songs for a Gospel People, 12) 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the pow’r, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Scripture Readings Stephen Godfrey 
Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament): Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Gospel Reading: John 12:20-33 
 
 
 

Anthem: In the Bulb There is a Flower (Voices United 703) 
 
1 In the bulb there is a flower; 
 in the seed, an apple tree; 
 in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
 butterflies will soon be free! 
 In the cold and snow of winter 
 there's a spring that waits to be, 
 unrevealed until its season, 
 something God alone can see. 
 
2 There's a song in every silence, 
 seeking word and melody; 
 there's a dawn in every darkness, 
 bringing hope to you and me. 
 From the past will come the future; 
 what it holds, a mystery, 
 unrevealed until its season, 
 something God alone can see. 
 
3 In our end is our beginning; 
 in our time, infinity; 
 in our doubt there is believing; 
 in our life, eternity. 
 In our death, a resurrection; 
 at the last, a victory, 
 unrevealed until its season, 
 something God alone can see. 
 
Reflection 
 
Prayer (Work of the People video – “Now and at the Hour of Our Death”) 
 
 
 
 



Affirmation of Faith: (Bill) 
We believe that flowers need the rain. 
We believe that humans need community. 
We believe that bodies need rest. 
We believe that hearts need connection. 
We believe that mornings need connection. 
We believe that seasons need change. 
We believe that grief needs space. 
We believe that change need s time. 
We believe that love needs security. 
We believe that pain needs art. 
We believe that joy needs company. 
We believe that our spirits need God. 
Again and again, our spirits need God. 
Fortunately for us, we trust that 
God is here. 
God is at work in our lives. 
God is a lighthouse keeper that never gives up. 
Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: Spirit Open My Heart   More Voices 79    
Refrain  Spirit open my heart 
  to the joy and pain of living. 
  As you love may I love, 
  in receiving and in giving. 
  Spirit open my heart.    
 
1  God replace my stony heart     
 with a heart that’s kind and tender.    
 All my coldness and fear     
 to your grace I now surrender. Refrain  
 
 
 

2 Write your love upon my heart    
 as my law, my goal, my story.     
 In each thought, word, and deed    
 may my living bring you glory. Refrain 
 
3 May I weep with those who weep,    
 share the joy of sister, brother.    
 In the welcome of Christ,      
 may we welcome one another. Refrain 
 
Benediction: 
May the road rise to meet you, 
may the wind be always at your back, 
may the sun shine warm upon your face, 
may the rains fall soft upon your fields, 
and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 
 
Postlude: Blessed Assurance             Voices United 337, vs. 1 & 3 

Phoebe Palmer Knapp, arr. Phillip Keveren 
 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
 O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
 Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
 born of the Spirit, washed in Christ's blood. 
 
  Refrain  This is my story, this is my song, 
   praising my Saviour all the day long; 
   this is my story, this is my song, 
   praising my Saviour all the day long. 
 
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
 I in my Saviour am happy and blessed; 
 watching and waiting, looking above, 
 filled with God's goodness, lost in Christ's love.  Refrain 
 


