
The Season of Pentecost 
June 20, 2021 

 

Welcoming and Announcements Stephen Godfrey 
Flowers for the service are offered by Elaine Zandee. 

Flowers are also offered by Sam Boehner 
in celebration of the life of Elsie Davidson. 

Floral display courtesy of Barrie Morson; Arlene Vickery, photographer 

 
Land Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that for thousands of years Indigenous people have 
lived on the land upon which we worship, and we gratefully 
acknowledge the Coast Salish people and their stewardship of the land 
throughout the ages. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
God, Creator and Great Mystery, we praise you for the Sacred Fires 
that burn today and for the prayer-filled smoke that you receive and 
bless. We offer our deep gratitude that the Fire’s light informs and 
guides our journey. We pray, just as the Elders prayed, for renewal 

and for the restoration of beauty to the land and its people. * 
*Part of a prayer for Indigenous Day of Prayer by the Rev. Maggie Dieter, former 
Executive Minister, Aboriginal Ministries and Indigenous Justice; and Bill Snow, 

Stoney Nakoda 
First Nation, Alberta, member of the Indigenous Justice and Residential School 

Committee 

 
Introit: In Loving Partnership (Songs for a Gospel People 102, vs. 1) 

Chimes Solo: Margaret Chambers 
Words and Music: Jim Strathdee, 1982. 

© 1983 Desert Flower Music. Used with permission. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 

1 In loving partnership we come, 
 seeking, O God, your will to do. 
 Our prayers and actions now receive; 
 we freely offer them to you. 
 
 

Acknowledging Our Kinship 
Creator, we come together today as diverse, united peoples to give 
thanks to you, Maker of Heaven and Earth. 
We come to listen, to learn, to sing and pray, to consider our place 
in the order of things you have created and are creating. 
It is right and good to give thanks for the land on which we stand, for 
this is wisdom we learn from Indigenous peoples of this land―that 
we are one with the earth, its waters, air, animals, and plants. 
Such wisdom, our interdependence with all life, is something too 
easy to forget in our busy lives! It is a gift and a challenge to us to 
remember. 
And so we take time to acknowledge the lands on which we now live.  
Many of us have come from other places, arriving from distant 
shores, our families arriving years ago or some of us more recently. 
When settlers came, they were met by others who were already 
here, already knew these lands, already lived rich and full lives 
based on ancient and proud cultures. 
Let us take time to name the peoples of this land now. I invite you to 
speak out loud or in silence the local people(s) who traditionally and still 
call these lands home. We the W̱SÁNEĆ (Saanich) nations, particularly 
the Tsartlip and Tsawout peoples. 
O God, as we acknowledge the peoples who have lived on and 
stewarded these lands since time immemorial, and their continued 
claims to the land, help us to become neighbours that we might live 
together in better ways. 
For we are all kin in Christ, “All My Relations,” with each other and 
this earth, its waters, air, animals, and plants. 
 
  

https://www.united-church.ca/worship-special-days/indigenous-day-prayer


Opening Remarks by Nancy Walker 
June 21st is National Indigenous People's Day. The story of this day is 
embedded in the spiritual gathering called the Indian Ecumenical 
Conference held at Stoney Park in Morley Alberta in the 1970s. There 
in 1971 the Elders put forward a resolution calling for an "Indian Day 
of Prayer." Their hope was "to mediate some of the religious 
factionalism in Indian communities...and generally revive the spiritual 
strength of the North American Indians." The late Cherokee 
anthropologist Bob Thomas, who was instrumental in organizing 
these efforts, noted: "this is the day when the sun is in the sky the 
longest and is a holy day for a great many tribes. [We hope] to 
designate this one day as a symbol of religious unity." That day of 
spiritual empowerment and unity eventually became recognized as 
National Aboriginal People's Day in 1996 and renamed in 2017 to the 
name we have today. As an early partner in the Indian Day of Prayer, 
the United Church of Canada (UCC) and the Anglican Church of 
Canada both supported the suggested day. The UCC continues its 
efforts to recognize the need for reconciliation and healing from past 
abuses. We join all Indigenous people in solidarity on this day to 
continue the call for change.** 
Sometimes it is hard for us as a church in need of repentance and as 
settlers to know where to start with reconciliation. However earlier 
this month, I took a webinar with Tony Snow Indigenous 
Minister, Chinook Winds Region and John Snow, Indigenous 
Minister, Pacific Mountain Region, called “Listening to the Wisdom of 
the Elders” which gave me some insight. Really, it was a good 
reminder of something we already know. They reminded us of the 
importance of starting with the Creator. Of starting with ceremony 
and prayer. 
So today, we will listen to indigenous voices, contemplate what it 
means for our church and our lives, and pray a lot.  

**adapted from Chinook Winds Region. 

 
 
 
 
 

Opening Hymn: In You Alone 
The Work of the People 

Music by Aaron Strumpel. 

 
Call to Worship: (adapted from Psalm 62) 
Be still my soul and wait for God: from God comes my salvation. 
God alone is my rock; I shall never be shaken. 
On God rests our deliverance and our honour. 
My mighty rock, my refuge, my strength is in God. 
Trust in God at all times, O people. 
In love, we pour out our hearts before the Lord our God. 
 
Video: Indigenous Peoples Day - A History  

Chinook Winds Region, The United Church of Canada 
 
Opening Prayer 
Holy One, you are our rock,  
a foundation upon which we stand.  
Fill our hearts now with joy at your deep, abiding presence. 
Encourage us by the teachings of Christ to live 
with care and compassion for self, friend, and neighbour. 
Bless us now as we reflect on our relations 
with Indigenous peoples―our kin― 
as diverse yet united peoples. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (A Paraphrase): 
Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be. 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
 sustain our hope and come on earth. 



With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Preceding Remarks 
This past month has made it impossible to ignore the terrible things 
that happened at Residential Schools in Canada. I think it is 
important, especially for us who belong to one of the churches who 
ran residential schools, not to bury our heads. We need to hear from 
indigenous voices and try to really listen without being defensive. This 
video is from the CBC and you will hear from residential school 
survivors themselves. 
   
Video: Residential school survivors on the scars of abuse  

CBC News: The National 

 
Following Remarks 
I know that many people knew in their heads the atrocities that 
happened in these schools, but I think, finally, us settlers are starting 
to understand it in our hearts as well. 
 
In the Hebrew bible wisdom, knowledge, understanding reside in the 
heart. It is where a person discerns what is true. The heart is where 
you think and make sense of the world. More than that, the heart is 
where you feel. The phrase “a broken heart” comes from this 
understanding. It is also where joy and happiness come from. You 
have heard of the desires of the heart, in the Hebrew bible the 
choices you make are motivated by the desires of the heart. The 
heart is the center of human existence. Ezekiel prayed that God 
would remove the hearts of stone and give his people a new heart, 
one of soft flesh (Ezekiel 36:26). *** 
 

I pray… I hope… I am grateful that the Creator is breaking open our 
hearts. 

***Watch: Heart (Lev) Shema Word Study Video | BibleProject™ 

 
Scripture Readings Stephen Godfrey  
The Psalm: Psalm 9:9-20  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:34‒40 

 
Anthem: N'we Jinan Artists - "WE WON'T FORGET YOU" 

Sk'elep School of Excellence, B.C. 
Song written, recorded, and filmed with students from 

Sk'elep School of Excellence in Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc, Kamloops, British Columbia 
 

Preceding Remarks 
I have a red dress here. It is a symbol of Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG).  
 
In BC, we have the infamous Highway of Tears.  A 725-kilometre 
corridor between Prince George and Prince Rupert which has been 
the location of many missing and murdered Indigenous 
women (MMIW) beginning in 1970. The phrase was coined during a 
vigil held in Terrace, British Columbia in 1998, by Florence Naziel, who 
was thinking of the victims' families crying over their loved 
ones. Indigenous women comprise a disproportionately high number 
on the list of victims gender- based violence. So much of that is 
rooted in the longterm consequences of the residential schools, the 
Sixty’s Scoop and persistent racism.  
 
May 5th has become National Red Dress Day. It is the unified 
expression of those who are mourning; to condemn the reality of the 
violence perpetrated against Indigenous women and girls. In Victoria, 
there is a march every year to the steps of the legislature. 
 
In this next video Rev Carmen Lansdowne of First United in East 
Vancouver, reflects on Red Dress Day. 

 
 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/lev-heart/


Video: Red Dress Day Reflection with Rev. Carmen Lansdowne 
Pacific Mountain Regional Council of the UCC 

 
Following Remarks 
I am grateful to Rev. Lansdowne for her ministry and for her words to 
the settler church. She reminds us that it is important to step up, to 
show up even if it makes us uncomfortable. I know some people don’t 
want to hear about this anymore. They say to me, why can’t we leave 
the past in the past. And I have been asked why our children should 
bear the responsibility of decisions made before they were even born, 
why they should carry the guilt.  
 
My answer is quite simple. It is because it is not the past for the 
indigenous community. Nearly every family has been affected by the 
residential schools, the Sixty’s Scoop. Every day they deal with 
continued racism.  
 
I do not think the indigenous community is asking us to carry guilt or 
shame. I believe they want us to acknowledge the reality what has 
happened and what is happening. Their children continue to bear the 
burden of those same decision and the systemic racism that they are 
rooted in. We are being asked to remember that the Good News is 
news of liberation and freedom, and that it is good news for all. We 
are being asked to live out our faith, remembering the teachings of 
Jesus and what it means to be a neighbour and who are neighbours 
are. We are being asked to remember that the divine spark of the 
Creator is in each and every one of us, that we are all children of God.  
And they are asking us to listen and learn … and that our actions show 
true spirits of reconciliation. That our hearts be broken open, to love 
as God loves.  
 
One of the questions I have heard is “What can I do?” I know the fear 
of doing the wrong thing, saying the wrong thing, making it worse. I 
think we settlers have to get over that. We are going to be wrong 
more often than not, but we cannot let that stop us from doing what 
we can to dismantle racism.  
 

Luckily, our scriptures are full of stories of people who make 
mistakes, who do not understand, and yet God gives them chances to 
repent, to orientate themselves towards God. And they participate in 
what God is doing in the world. 
 
There are so many books to read, movies to watch. You can take the 
free course from the University of Alberta, like Rev. Bill did, to learn 
more. And when you have to opportunity to listen, listen. Listen not 
with a heart of stone but with a heart that has been broken open, one 
that is ready for transformation. 
 

Prayer Introit: Holy Spirit, Hear Us  

(Songs for a Gospel People 77, vs. 1 & 2) 
Chimes Solo: Margaret Chambers 

Words: W. H. Parker, 1880.  
Music: J. F. Swift (1847-1891). 

 

Text for meditation: 
 

1 Holy Spirit hear us, help us while we sing; 
breathe into the music of the praise we bring 
 

2 Holy Spirit, prompt us when we bow to pray; 
speak within and teach us what we ought to say. 

 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
O God, we come together as a human family, blessed to be alive, 
blessed to be on this land, blessed to have neighbours as diverse as 
your creation. You surround us with air we breathe, water we drink, 
all manner of living plants and animals that delight us and sustain us.  
Thank you, Creator, for all you provide. We take a moment in silence 
to ponder the blessings you give us―of family, friends, places to call 
home, the food we eat, the web of life in which we with all creatures 
live, move, and have our being. Hear us as we give thanks… 
O God, we thank you for Indigenous neighbours and friends this 
day. And yet we lament, too. We lament that historic and 
contemporary racism continues to mar our relations.  



We lament the church’s role as beneficiaries of an economic and 
governance system that privileges settler peoples at the expense of 
the First Peoples of this land.  
We lament apathy in the face of the need for change, change that 
recognizes the sovereignty of the First Peoples and recognizes at 
long last, in ways that make a difference, the sacredness of the land 
and the need for all of us to walk humbly upon it. 
O God, for the witness of strength, caring, and love of Indigenous 
peoples, and for the struggle for what is just and right, open our 
hearts this day. Encourage us to listen more, speak less, participate in 
the movements for change that will bring us together in good and 
respectful ways. Encourage us to make friends, get to know 
someone’s story, and share our stories too, without fear, for in Christ 
we know we are all kin, relatives, with you and with each other and 
with all living and non-living things. 
 
Hear us now as we pray for those hurting and in pain in all our 
communities: 

• For anyone worn down by systemic racism, including by 
government and by the church, that those with power will 
change their thinking and how they live so justice will finally 
come. 

• For anyone suffering the injustice of racial profiling, ending 
up involved with the law and incarcerated in prisons at a 
higher rate than other populations, that policing will change 
so justice will finally come. 

• For survivors of residential schools, and their families that 
continue to live with that legacy, that justice will finally come. 

• For people living on reserves with shortages of funds for 
decent housing, water, water treatment, schools, and other 
community infrastructure, that justice will finally come. 

• For Indigenous neighbours living in urban areas, facing the 
challenges of prejudice and discrimination, for those living 
with PTSD and addiction, that justice will finally come. 

 
 

• For Indigenous women and girls, facing the two evils of 
racism and sexism, that their lives and bodies will be 
respected as sacred, that justice might finally come. 

• For those Indigenous women and girls who are among the 
thousands of murdered and missing, for them and their 
families, our lament at the shame of what has happened and 
our pledge to advocate for their safety, that justice will finally 
come. 

• For the air, that all might breathe it clean and free, that 
justice might finally come.  

• For the waters―marshlands, lakes, rivers, streams. For the 
great seas and oceans. That they might be protected for the 
benefit of seven generations hence, that justice will finally 
come. 

• For the lands, forests, grass, and farmlands. For the prairies, 
foothills, and mountains. For their beauty, for the life that 
teems within, upon, and over them, for the reprioritization 
of the health of ecosystems over profit, so justice will finally 
come. 

• For the animals, birds, fish, and life of all kinds whose viability 
is being threatened by unsustainable human activity, that 
their lives will begin to count so that justice will finally come. 

 
All this, as well as the prayers of our hearts, O God, we lift up to 
you. Hear our celebrations as we claim anew our kinship with you 
and with all our relations. Hear our laments and grow our hearts full 
of compassion for self and other as we leave this place to be a 
better friend and neighbour to all. We pray in the name of Creator, 
who is Mother and Father of us all. Amen. **** 

****A Prayer from United Church Indigenous Day of Prayer resources by Read 
Sherman, minister of Trinity United Church in Montreal and participant in right 

relations work in 
Conseil régional Nakonha:ka Regional Council. 

 
Closing Hymn: Mourning by Morning 

The Work of the People 
Music by Shelle Layne Coley and poem by Kelly Ann Hall. 



Benediction 
As God’s united yet diverse peoples, we go to become neighbours to 
each other and to the earth. 
For in Christ we are all kin. We are called to be neighbours, to share 
generously with each other. 
As we learn more, respect more, love more, we all can gain, not lose! 
God as Creator will be our rock. Christ and Spirit be our guides. 


