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P U B L I S H E D  M O N T H L Y  A T  F O R T  V E R M I L I O N ,  A L B E R T A ,  B Y
M E M B E R S  O F  T H E  S O C I E T Y  T O  P R O V I D E  A N  A V E N U E  F O R  T H E
D I S S E M I N A T I O N  O F  N E W S  O F  T H E  V A R I O U S  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D
P R O J E C T S  O F  T H E  S O C I E T Y  A N D  T O  F O S T E R  A  C O N T I N U A L

I N T E R E S T  I N  A L L  O F  T H E  V A R I O U S  B R A N C H E S  O F  T H E  W O R K
A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  I N  W H I C H  T H E  M E M B E R S  O F  T H E

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  M A Y  B E  E N G A G E D .  
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S t a y i n g  t r u e  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1 9 4 0  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n t e n t i o n

( a s  s t a t e d  o n  t h e  c o v e r )  -  t h i s  2 0 2 4  v e r s i o n  d e s i r e s  t o

n o t  o n l y  k e e p  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A G  S o c i e t y  i n f o r m e d ,  b u t

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o n  t h e  l a r g e r  w h o l e .  I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t

c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  h e r e  -  a l o n g  w i t h

h i s t o r i c a l  a n e c d o t e s ,  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s ,  c l a s s i f i e d s  a n d  o f

c o u r s e  n e w s  f r o m  t h e  A G  S o c i e t y .  T h i s  i s  t o  b e  a  s i m p l e

p u b l i c a t i o n  -  s t a y i n g  t r u e  t o  t h e  h a n d m a d e  s t y l e s  o f  t h e

o r i g i n a l  a n d  c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  g l i t z y  p a p e r  a n d  i m a g e s  o f

o t h e r  s u c h  p u b l i c a t i o n s .   
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D i d  y o u  k n o w ?  
T h e  A l b e r t a  G o v e r n m e n t  r e c o g n i z e s  J u n e  2 6 ,  1 9 7 4  a s  t h e

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  A G .

S o c i e t y  -  m a k i n g  2 0 2 4  a  5 0 t h  y e a r  a n n i v e r s a r y !

I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  f a r m  a c t i v e l y  p r o m o t e d

a g r i c u l t u r e  s i n c e  1 9 0 7  a n d  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  o r g a n i z e d

c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  p r o m o t i n g  a n d  c e l e b r a t i n g  A g r i c u l t u r e

s i n c e  1 9 1 4  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e .  O n

J u n e  2 5 ,  1 9 3 8  t h e  F o r t  V e r m i l i o n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  w a s

o f f i c i a l l y  f o r m e d .  S u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  o f  t r a d e  v i a

e q u i p m e n t  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e  f l e d g l i n g  s o c i e t y  t o o k  o v e r

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f a l l  f a i r  a n d  q u i c k l y  b e c a m e  a  s t a p l e

o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  1 9 4 2  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e n t  d o r m a n t

a s  W W 1 1  r a g e d  o n .  I t  d i d  n o t  r e v i v e  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  o f

t h e  w a r  -  o f f i c i a l l y  d i s s o l v i n g  a n d  t u r n i n g  a l l  a s s e t s

b a c k  t o  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e  i n  1 9 5 1 .  I n  1 9 7 4  t h e  t h e

s o c i e t y  w a s  f o r m e d  a g a i n  a n d  h a s  b e e n  i n  o p e r a t i o n  s i n c e .

T h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  o n e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  w e  a r e

c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e  5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  A G  S o c i e t y .



                 A d v e r t i s i n g  i n  “ T h e  F o r t r e s s ”

I n  1 9 4 0  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  r a t e s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

F u l l  P a g e  a d  - - - - - - - - - - - - -  $ 5

H a l f  P a g e  A d  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 2 . 5 0

C l a s s i f i e d  A d - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 0 . 2 5

A s  m u c h  a s  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s t a y  t r u e  t o  t h e s e  r a t e s  o f

a d v e r t i s i n g  -  t h e  s m a l l  a m o u n t s  h a r d l y  m a k e  t h e  p a p e r w o r k

w o r t h  i t !  S o  i n s t e a d  w e  a r e  o f f e r i n g  r a t e s  a t  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t

b u y i n g  p o w e r .  I n  1 9 4 0  $ 5  h a d  ~ t h e  s a m e  b u y i n g  p o w e r  a s  $ 1 0 0

d o e s  t o d a y !  K e e p i n g  t h i s  m o d e l  i n  m i n d  -  o u r  a d v e r t i s i n g  c o s t s

a r e  a s  f o l l o w s .  

F u l l  P a g e  A d  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 1 0 0

H a l f  P a g e  A d  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $ 5 0

C l a s s i f i e d  A d  ( < 3 0  w o r d s )  - - - - - - - - - - - $ 5

3 5 0  c o p i e s  a r e  p r i n t e d  m o n t h l y  -  3 0 0 c o p i e s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i l  b o x e s  a n d  5 0  o t h e r s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  s t o r e s  a n d

l o c a l  c o f f e e  s p o t s .  P a y m e n t  c a n  b e  m a d e  b y  c h e q u e  ( F o r t

V e r m i l i o n  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y )  C a s h ,  o r  E - t r a n s f e r

( F V H C 8 8 @ g m a i l . c o m )  A l l  A d s  a r e  a t t r a c t i v e l y  h a n d  d r a w n  a n d  e y e

c a t c h i n g  -  a s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s !  

P G .  5                        T H E  F O R T R E S S          J U L Y  0 1  2 0 2 4

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
W e a t h e r  f r o m  1 0 0  y e a r s  a g o !  

I n  1 9 0 8  T h e  E x p e r i m e n t a l  F a r m  s t a r t e d  k e e p i n g  d e t a i l  r e c o r d s  o f
t h e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  /  s u n s h i n e  a n d  t e m p e r a t u r e .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  o f

t h e  r e s u l t s  f r o m  J u l y  1 9 2 4 .

R e c o r d  o f  S u n s h i n e  -  T o t a l  h o u r s   2 8 8 . 5   A v e r a g e  /  d a y  9 . 3

T e m p e r a t u r e  -    H i g h e s t  8 6 ° F  ( + 3 0 ° C )  L o w e s t  3 7 . 2 ° F  ( 2 . 8 8 ° C )

J u l y  P r e c i p i t a t i o n  t o t a l  -  0 . 4 1 i n
T h e r e  w e r e  4  t h u n d e r s t o r m s  i n  J u l y  t w o  o f  w h i c h  b r o u g h t

h a i l .  T h e  D A  T h o m a s  a r r i v e d   i n  F o r t  o n  t h e  7 t h  a n d  2 3 r d .   



4 8 0 3  4 9  S T R E E T ,  F O R T  V E R M I L I O N ,  A B ,  C A N A D A ,  A L B E R T A

+ 1  7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 3 0 3 6  G R A M P A S F I N E S T @ G M A I L . C O M

 S u n d a y  C l o s e d
M o n d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m
T u e s d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m

W e d n e s d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m
T h u r s d a y  1 0  a m – 1 0  p m

F r i d a y  2 – 1 0  p m
S a t u r d a y  2 – 1 0  p m

_ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _
_ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _ - - _ _

4 9 0 1  4 9  A v e ,  F o r t  V e r m i l i o n  7 8 0 - 9 2 7 - 3 5 0 5   h y d w a y @ g m a i l . c o m
D o w n t o w n  F o r t  V e r m i l i o nO p e n  M o n  -  S a t  9 a m  -  6 p m
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July/1834: wildfire
Arrivals: Mondoux, Gross Gueulle, Adzieconnie & Grand Cheveux from behind
with beat meat, waiting for friends but they did not show up so left in
direction of Loon R. (3-7th); young Chipewyans from Hay R. with furs to
trade for tobacco & ammo (4-5th); news of 2 animals for Ft. Hunters, were
off to Loon R. (7th); Catafou for provisions (17th); the
Tabac & Pied Casse from Boyers R. with dry and beat meat to trade for
tobacco and ammo; Cally, the Renard’s son from upriver (20th); Hunters to
pass a few days (26th); L’Oeil, the chief from upriver, almost blind from
venereal disease (28th);
Tripping: men returned without cattle because McIntosh decided water too
high, asked that they would send for them later, Ross enraged at delay
(10th); Hunters’ boy with news of meat (21st); meat haulers with 2 buck
moose (22-23rd); small buck moose killed by La Bonne Bouche, hauled by Cally
to the fort (31st) 
Events/Tasks: fixing Garden fence, transplanted cabbages (2nd); dense clouds
of smoke (3rd); Tassenez off to join Mondoux and party (10th); “Our gardens
are perfectly parched. The Turnips have not yet come forth – the potato as
usual have fallen a sacrifice to the nightly Frosts – and of the other
vegetable, The Cabbages alone have so far a thriving
appearance “ (12th); “The country all around is in a state of combustion and
we are completely envelopped in smoke” (17th); haymakers report 800 bundles
cut and stacked, hoed cabbages (21st); Haymakers report cut 1240 bundles of
good hay (26th); “Considering the Bonne Bouche alone adequate to maintain
the Fort for the present, dismissed La Patate to work dry provisions until
the Fall when he will be again employed as Fort Hunter” (27th); Tremendous
rains in late July and early August.

July/1844:
Arrivals: Adsindy’s son & 4th Mortgnee’s for tobacco for party of 5 men
(6th); Maigre, Shalay, Aszinday’s son, 3rd Rougee & 4th Montagnier/Mortgnee
(7th); Rougee’s son & 4th Mortgnee to join friends about old Fort (9th);
Webed & Aneehilay from across river with a little pounded meat & a few rats
(10-11th); Adziconnee with some pounded meat & fish, then off for summer
hunt (11-13th); Webed ill (19-20th); Bonne Bouche’s children all returned
home (20th); Fournier to notify arrival of party (30-31st); 
Tripping: arr Sylvestre, wife & child with La Hache, Trois Pouce & Soonay
from Loon R. with 2 moose killed by La Bonne Bouche & TP (8th); Bonne
Bouche’s young men in search of the horses (9th); Trois Pouces & brother
with doe moose killed by TP (19th);
Events/Tasks: prepping Indians for summer dry provision hunt (1st); men
making wooden canoe (3-4th); potato field parched (5th); “Sylvestre’s Boy
very unwell and he wishing much to see Bonne Bouche to get him to sing his
medicine songs over his child, allowed him to pay him a visit to the Old Man
for that purpose and gratify his wish, tho’ I told him it was going a long
way for a song” (6th); Comptois sewing saddlebags
(6th); Shawly & Le Maigre to Dunvegan with a letter to Mr. Boucher (9th);
Lefroy arrived & left (11-13th); men hoeing potatoes (13-15th); started
haying (17th); fire all around the country (18th); “Singular weather as if
the Country was on fire, although raining
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July/1870:
Arrivals: Che he pow with a fresh band of mares (4th); Tripping: Cree
hunter sent in a buck moose (3rd); arrived Trois Pouces with family,
Charloo and the 2 meat carters have left him to follow the other
Indians (9th); Cree hunter sent in a buck moose, but it had to be
brought so far in heavy rain that meat was much damaged, Trois Pouce
hunting without success (12th); 2 meat carters abandoned them
during the night, also the Cree hunter left for his home in Lesser
Slave Lake “may the devil go with him”; Trois Pouces killed a doe moose
(13th); Cardinal was sent for above moose (14th); Trois Pouces & family
moved off and engaged Tonnakay as Hunter, Cardinal engaged to cart &
cast up in evening with buck moose killed by Tonnakay (15th); arrived
Cardinall with another buck killed by Trois Pouces (16th); arr. Charlo
& 2 former meat hunters to say Charlo had 2 moose, ordered them to dry
meat as there is sufficient fresh in cellar (19th); Charles brings in
fresh meat despite orders; arr. Cardinal with buck moose killed by
Tonnakay (21st); Trois Pouces & family crossed river to gather
berries (23rd)
Tasks/Events: weeding potatoes (1-2nd); “Cardinal a free man who
accompanied Mr. Shaw from Battle R. and who is here spending his time
idly here and since starvation has at length driven him off but left
his motherinlaw for us to look after “ (5th); “Buried ayoung lad, a son
of Courniers” (8th); Olivier & Edward looking for Rouge, the cart
horse;Michel & James preparing scythes etc for hay making (11th); men
in the store turning the dry & pounded meat (12th); gave the men a
holiday to pick berries (15th); start haymaking at Lac d’ours (18th);
bull gored a mare seriously, making a block of wood [for horns]
(25th); ”At long last McKenzie’s River people arrived. Came for Cattle.
They were 22 days on the trip that is from Hay River Fort to here. They
report Hay River is very shoal & think will have difficulty to get the
Cattle down with Rafts. Mr. Hardisty wrote for 12 head of horn Cattle
and three Horses but Hope & the Indian say that they are not able to
take all” (28th) above leave (30th).

July/1908: weeding potatoes, sawmill operating with W. Gray, Geo.
Tourangeau, James Lambert, Geo. Erasmus, Carruther, Tardiff, Joe
Tourangeau, Alfred Flett, Billy Smith, J.Mclean, Francis Bourassa, Joe
Descharme, J. B. Wanuch, H. Mitchell; haying at end of month
Tripping: James Smith, Joe Lafleur, D. Lafleur & Magloire Mercredi
built & loaded up a raft with lumber, shingles, 2 cows & started off
this morning for the chutes, RR (13th); Wm Flett & Thibault, Mr. Prince
to Chipewyan, Thos Kerr ret’d to his post (31st)
Work/Incidents: coffin for Tardiff’s child who died last night (3rd);
coffin for Simoo’s daughter who died last night (6th); Sammy Cardinal
at sawmill ½ day (8th); arr steamer crew including Mr. McNabs, Bishop
Grouard (11th); butchered James Smith’s cow (21st); arr steamer with
Mrs. William Prince, a nun from RC mission, Mrs Kerr & children



C u p  -  3 . 4 9   B o w l  -  5 . 9 9

b i s c u i t  o r  d i n n e r  r o l l  -  0 . 5 0  
C h e e s e  o r  N a a n  B r e a d  -  1 . 0 0

W h i t e  C h i c k e n  C h i l i T u r k e y  L e t t u c e  S a n d w i c h  
W i t h  F r i e s + G r a v y  o r  s o u p  - - - -  1 0 . 9 9

C h e e s y  B r o c c o l i G r i l l e d  T u r k e y  a n d  S w i s s  S a n d w i c h
W i t h  F r i e s + G r a v y  o r  s o u p  - - - -  1 0 . 9 9

> > > > > > > > > >  W i n g  W e d n e s d a y  -  A n y  a m o u n t  1 . 2 5  e a c h  < < < < < < < < < < < <

B e e f  B a r l e y C l u b h o u s e  s a n d w i c h
W i t h  F r i e s + G r a v y  o r  s o u p  - - - -  1 0 . 9 9

> > > > > > > > > > T a c o  T u e s d a y  -  3  T a c o s ,  c h i c k e n  o r  b e e f  1 1 . 9 9  < < < < < < < < < < < <

H a m b u r g e r  C h i l i C h i l i  W i t h  G r i l l e d  c h e e s e  - - - - - - - - 1 0 . 9 9
C h e e s y  t a t e r  t o t s  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1 . 9 9

C l a m  c h o w d e r T u n a  a n d  L e t t u c e  s a n d w i c h
W i t h  F r i e s + G r a v y  o r  s o u p  - - - -  1 0 . 9 9

B u t t e r  C h i c k e n  S o u p E g g  S a l a d  S a n d w i c h
W i t h  F r i e s + G r a v y  o r  s o u p  - - - -  1 0 . 9 9

> > > > F i s h  F r i d a y  -  F i s h  a n d  C h i p s  w i t h  D r i n k  o f  c h o i c e  ( N o t  L a t t e s ) < < < <

 O p e n  M o n  -  S a t  9 a m  -  8 p m !  



R a i s i n g  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a
s e n i o r s  l o d g e  i n  F o r t  V e r m i l i o n

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !   F o l l o w  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k   ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
R i v e r  R o a d  T r a d i n g  p o s t  S e c o n d  h a n d  s t o r e

M a c k e n z i e  A p p l i e d  R e s e a r c h  A s s o c i a t i o n

M A R A  i n d i v i d u a l  M e m b e r s h i p  o n l y  c o s t s  $ 3 0  /  y e a r  o r
$ 5 0  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s !  

M e m b e r  B e n e f i t s  i n c l u d e :

> > > D i s c o u n t e d  f e e d  a n d  s o i l  t e s t i n g
> > > H a y  T e s t e r  a n d  S o i l  p r o b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s e  
> > > M e a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  R a n d o m  d r a w  m e m b e r s

> > > N e w s l e t t e r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  a n d  e v e n t  c a l l s
> > > F r e e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o n  r e s e a r c h  a n d  e v e n t s  

88888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888
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B o y s  a n d  G i r l s  G r o u p  s u m m e r  p r o g r a m  
E v e r y  w e e k  M o n  -  T h u r s
A g e s  6 - 8  1 0 a m -  1 2 p m  

A g e s  9 - 1 2  2 p m - 4 p m

B e a d i n g  w i t h  H a r l e y  a n d  C a s s i d y  J u l y
2 2 -  2 5 t h  

F o r t  Y o u t h  S p l a s h  P a r t y  w i t h  t h e
V i l l a g e

4 - 6 p m  a t  t h e  c o m p l e x

R i v e r  D a z e  J u l y  2 7 + 2 8  C h i l d r e n s
A c t i v i t i e s  1 - 4 p m

C o m m u n i t y  E v e n t s  H a p p e n i n g  i n  J u l y !  
R i v e r  D a z e  i s  J u l y  2 7 + 2 8 !  
T r e a t y  8  y o u t h  L e a r n e r s  c o u r s e  i s  o n  1 5  +  1 6  f r o m   9 - 4 p m  f o r
a g e s  1 4 - 1 7  e m a i l  J a c k i e  B e l c o u r t  a t  B e l c o u r t j @ t r e a t y 8 u c f s . c a
H i l l t o p  c h u r c h  i s  H o s t i n g  v a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  J u l y  8 - 1 2  f o r
k i d s  a g e s  5 - 1 2 .  E v e r y  d a y  f o r  t h e  w e e k  f r o m  1 - 5 p m
H i g h  L e v e l  H e i f e r  r a f f l e  t i c k e t s  a r e  o n  s a l e .  D r a w  i s  O c t  1 9 t h
f o r  2 0  B r e d  H e i f e r s  o r  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  P u r c h a s e  a t  t h e  B r i c k ,  H L  M o t o r
p r o d u c t s  o r  c a l l  7 8 0 - 8 4 1 - 9 1 9 5
H i g h  L e v e l  R o d e o  i s  J u l y  1 2 - 1 4

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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