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This World Must Not Be Abandoned! 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  

“Believe in God, believe also in me.  

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.” 

The Gospel According to John has been described as a gospel of 

relationship: “John’s Gospel always calls us to walk further with it and 

ponder it longer. In this respect, it is both a home and a horizon, a place 

of security and a place of challenge.” (R. Alan Culpepper, The Gospel 

and Letters of John, p. 14)  

Today’s passage continues the exchange between Jesus and the 

disciples as he attempted to assuage their anxiety about the future.  

Tensions were running high in Jerusalem; and tension filled the room 

where they gathered. 

They were filled with fear and were understandably anxious about how 

they would survive without him.  

Their questions reveal their trepidation:  Where is God? Where is the 

way forward?  

Fear abounds in today’s world.  

Challenges to our physical, mental, and social health have been well 

documented.  

We can hardly overstate the extent to which worry, anxiety, and fear 

permeate our lives. 

Like Thomas and Philip we wonder, “Has God abandoned us?” 

Nancy MacDonald, a Vancouver-based reporter, posed a similar 

question to three religious leaders.  
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The three clergy (an Anglican minister, a United Church minister, and a 

Jewish rabbi) told Ms. MacDonald that “they have been grappling with 

questions that have dogged saints and theologians for millennia: Where 

is God in this pandemic? How can a benevolent God inflict such 

suffering?” 

Catherine Keller, the distinguished American theologian, likewise was 

asked by a journalist: “Is God punishing us? Is God trying to teach us a 

lesson?” 

Christians living in the 18th century were often subjected to sermons 

such as the following: “The God that holds you over the Pit of Hell, 

much as one holds a Spider, or some loathsome Insect, over the Fire, 

abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked; his Wrath towards you burns 

like Fire; he looks upon you as worthy of nothing else, but to be cast 

into the Fire.” 

As abhorrent as this sermon may be, vestiges of the concept of God 

underlying this pernicious attempt to terrify Christians into repentance, 

are still disturbingly present in our time, revealed by the 

aforementioned questions.  

They portray God as remote, apathetic (unmoved by suffering) and  

extrinsic to human experience.  

As Amy-Jill Levine admonishes, bad questions lead to bad theology.  

This is not the God proclaimed by St. Paul to his Athenian curiosity-

seekers—those who, unlike our time, are religious but not spiritual—

the “One in whom we live, and move, and have our being.” 

Nor is this the God embodied by Jesus Christ. 

“Jesus incarnates, embodies, enfleshes what can be seen of God in a 

human life.” (Marcus Borg) 
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The world is filled with pain and suffering and coronaviruses (and 

insects!) and God loves this world.  

But God’s love is not coercive but persuasive—the heart of creation. 

“God is like the air to us, sky to the bird, or water to a fish. God is like 

the environment so essential to our living that we cannot imagine it, 

because we cannot imagine being without it. We would not be alive 

without it.” (Winnie Varghese, Lectionary Series, p. 37) 

Good theology involves both trust and action. 

“Living unafraid is not to live without fear; it is to live without being 

controlled and consumed by fear. It is to fear the right things and to 

allow appropriate fear to motivate us to actions.” (Adam Hamilton, 

Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times, p. 224) 

God is at work in the world, seeking healing and wholeness, inspiring 

physicians, researchers, nurses and other health care givers, first 

responders, and compassionate friends. 

God’s work involves us. 

God needs us to be companions in responding to the Novel 

Coronavirus. 

As St. Teresa of Avila affirms: “Christ has no body now but yours. No 

hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes through which he 

looks with compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he 

walks to do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the 

world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you 

are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.”  

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, the Spirit of Truth. Very 
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truly, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in 

fact, will do greater works than these.” 

On May 12 we commemorated International Nurses Day, the 200th 

anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth, and honored those who 

continue her legacy. 

It is the legacy of sacrificial love. 

Unlike Paul in Athens, we won’t find monuments with the inscription 

“To an unknown god.” But what we do see dotting our streets and 

neighbourhoods, are heart-shaped banners with expressions of 

gratitude to those who risk their lives in order to care for others.  

We are God’s agents in healing the world. 

“God is alive and active, but God will not—and cannot—do what is “I” 

in the power of creation.” (Bruce G. Epperly, Embracing Adventure with 

God, p. 3) 

God inspires and energizes our quest to heal the sick, prevent illness, 

and comfort the dying. 

God will not abandon this world. 

 

 

 

 


