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Reflection for Holy (Maundy) Thursday 

April 9, 2020 

 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing 

it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 

body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I 

will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I 

drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) 

And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things 

into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to 

God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 

wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 

around him.  

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned 

to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 

You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I 

am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that 

you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, 

servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 

greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you 

are blessed if you do them. (John 13:3-5, 12-17) 
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One of my favourite authors, Brian McLaren, author, activist, and 

theologian, invites his readers to join in the spiritual journey from   

from Holy (Maundy) Thursday to Easter Sunday, the story of the victory 

of seemingly powerless love over loveless power. “Let’s imagine 

ourselves near Jerusalem. It’s Thursday night, and we are walking the 

road with Jesus’ disciples on Thursday of this climactic week. What a 

week is has been! It all started last Sunday as Jesus led us in that 

unforgettable parade into Jerusalem. And then there was that scene at 

the Temple. That sure stirred things up! Every night we have slept 

outside the city and returned the next morning for more drama. One 

day there were confrontations with the religious scholars and Pharisees; 

the next day, more controversy with the Sadducees. Jesus had issued 

lots of dire warnings about the fate of the Temple, which upsets many 

people because it’s the center of their whole world. And earlier today, 

just as Jesus sent two of us to find that donkey for our parade last 

Sunday, he sent Peter and John to find a man carrying a water jar so 

they could prepare the Passover meal at this guest room tonight.” (We 

Make The Road By Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, 

Reorientation, and Activation, p. 152) 

Nancy Walker, in her Maundy Thursday video, offers commentary with 

instructions to reenact Jesus’ final meal with his friends, the Jewish 

Passover; what we celebrate as the Christian Passover or the Lord’s 

Supper. We are invited to do so in the privacy of our own home which, 

for many, has become “the center of their whole world.” In doing so, 

“we become, even in our self-isolation, small shrines where the presence 

and healing love of God can dwell. And out of that there can emerge 

new possibilities, new acts of kindness, new scientific understanding, 

hew hope.” (N. T. Wright) 
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Amidst a spreading virus--not a novel coronavirus--but the pathogens  

hate, fear, and state-sanctioned violence, Jesus, facing the imminent 

reality of his own death, washes the disciples’ feet (including those of 

Judas). For the Gospel of John, it is the supreme example of 

servanthood, so much so, that Peter is scandalized.   

In the daily update on the COVID-19 pandemic, Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau offers a litany of thanksgiving to those who go “above and 

beyond” in their service to Canadians, often putting their own lives at 

risk. You probably have your own list, which grows longer with each 

passing day. In an article in yesterday’s Globe and Mail, Kelly Grant and 

Erin Anderssen write: “It is a job that is unregulated and poorly paid, 

with part-time schedules that often force the mostly female workers to 

take shifts at two or three facilities to eke out a living. Personal support 

workers, the aides who bathe, dress and feed the elderly and chronically 

ill, are now on the front lines of the fight against COVID-19 in nursing 

homes, the places that have suffered the most as the novel coronavirus 

has swept across Canada.” 

“Do you know what I have done to you?”, Jesus asks the disciples. 

Before he breaks the bread, and before he washes the feet of his 

friends, Jesus gives thanks. I invite you, right now, in the privacy of your 

own thoughts, to do what Tom Hank’s character, Fred “Mr.” Rogers, in 

the film A Beautiful Day in the Neigborhood, asks Lloyd Vogel, an 

investigative journalist, to do, in a moment of silence, before they 

“break bread” in a crowded restaurant—remember those times—

“Lloyd, think about all those who have helped make you what you are 

today.” Thanks be to God. 

Carrying a vision of creation healed and restored,  

we welcome all in the name of Christ. 
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Invited to the table where none shall go hungry,  

we gather as Christ’s guests and friends. 

In holy communion we are commissioned  

to feed as we have been fed,  

forgive as we have been forgiven,  

love as we have been loved. 

The open table speaks of the shining promise  

of barriers broken and creation healed. 

In the communion meal,  

wine poured out and bread broken,  

we remember Jesus. 

We remember not only the promise but also the price that he paid  

for who he was,  

and what he did and said,  

and for the world’s brokenness. 

We taste the mystery of God’s great love for us,  

and are renewed in faith and hope. (A Song of Faith) 

Rev. Bill Cantelon 

 

 


