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Online donations now on CBUC website 
Those who have been looking for a way to make a donation to Cordova Bay United Church online now have a way to 
do it. The CBUC website now has a Donate Online button. Simply click on the button and you will be taken to the 
CBUC donation page administered by the non-profit organization Canada Helps. And we’ve already had our first 
online donation thanks to a person who made a memorial donation. If you want to see the website and Donate 
Online button go to https://www.cbunited.ca/index.html  

An Advent and Christmas season to remember 
From Messy Christmas on Nov. 30 to the Christmas Eve services at 4 pm and 8 pm and through to Epiphany, it was an 
Advent and Christmas season to remember. We thought you might enjoy some of the photos we captured from that 
time. 

Messy Church brings out the smiles Messy Church hugs Helping promote the Angel Gift Program 

The Christmas story told through ‘The Birds of Bethlehem’ (December 16th) The nativity, Christmas Eve 



Givings Tree Challenge update 
Nearly 50 Cordova Bay United Church households have taken the Givings Tree Challenge. 
Those households have pledged to increase their donations to the church this year. So far 
the increased donations total more than $13,000 a year. That’s incredible! Thank you every-
one who has taken the challenge for your extravagant generosity.  
 
It’s not to late too take the challenge 
CBUC has about 180 households, so there are plenty of folks who haven’t yet taken up the 
Givings Tree Challenge. If you haven’t, don’t worry, you still have time. Here’s how you can 
take part: 
1. Find your annual givings amount on the givings tree poster in the front foyer (Narthex).  
2. Depending on your current annual givings amount, consider increasing your annual giving 

by $1/week, $2/week, $3,/week, $4/week, $5/week, or $6/week.  
3. Once you've taken the challenge, select a wooden ornament and place it on the tree beside the poster.  

Rev. Gordon Cann appointed Minister Emeritus 
In recognition of his considerable and significant contributions to the life and work of the 
church, Cordova Bay United Church has honoured Rev. Gordon Cann by appointing him Minis-
ter Emeritus. Rev. Cann, ministered at Cordova Bay United from 2004—2006. Upon receiving 
notice of the honour, Rev. Cann’s daughter Mary Lou wrote: “Thank you so much for the amaz-
ing honour you have bestowed on my father. He was truly speechless. . . .The warmth, kind 
wishes and prayers he receives from you all is what brightens his days. We can’t thank you 
enough for your support at this time.” 

Welcome new members 
Cordova Bay United formally welcomed three new members at its Sunday worship service on Jan. 13. Jennifer Has-
tings became a new member through reaffirmation of faith while James and Mayme Lee are new members through 
transfer of membership from Gordon Head/Cadboro Bay United Church.  

Organ gets an overhaul 
If you noticed the organ is sounding better, you’re right! And it’s not just due to the playing of our talented music 
director Dr. Garry Froese. The organ got a complete overhaul recently. The technician arrived at the church at 9 am 
and was there late into the day, dismantling the organ and then putting it all back together again. At the Jan. 6 
Epiphany worship service Garry gave the organ’s improved sound a big thumb’s up. 

Angel gifts a success 
Cordova Bay United contributed 103 Angel Gifts worth more than 
$4,000 this year. The gifts were distributed among the family members 
of Our Place at their annual Christmas gathering on Dec. 11. Thanks to 
Bill Bey for coordinating the Angel Gift Program again this year and to 
Andrew Bey, Emily Bey, Francelyn Bey, Pam Porter, Rob Porter and Tom 
Pringle who assisted with the packing and the delivery of all the gifts.  

Scouts do great job cleaning up 
Thank you to the 5th Tsartlip Scout Troop for doing such a great job cleaning up the church parking lot and grounds 
following the massive windstorm Dec. 20. The Scouts, who meet at the church, also held their annual Christmas tree 
chipping at the church on Jan. 5 and left the grounds in great shape.  


