Cordova Bay United Church
—A spiritual home for people longing to search for God and be found by God—

2018 Annual Report

EVERYONE matters here
“O star of wonder, star of light,
star of royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.”
This familiar refrain is from the
Epiphany carol, We Three Kings,
based on the story of the Magi (found
in the Gospel According to Matthew)
who follow Christ’s star which leads
them to a home in Bethlehem where
they encounter the Christ Child and
his parents. After paying him homage,
they offer extravagant gifts. Our faith
(and hope) is that God empowers the
church to be as the light of that star, to
draw the world to the glory of Christ.
The many ministries and activities of Cordova Bay United
Church in 2018 (summarized in our Annual Report) witness
to our fervent desire to reflect the light of Christ:
sponsorship and settlement of the Dorea family from Syria,
pastoral care of those living in residential care, Messy
Church, alternative worship experience. The gifts of God for
the people of God.
Two momentous events framed 2018. The year began with
Pat Shumka’s announcement of retirement following 32
years as music/choir director (she was a member of the
choir for 15 years prior to that); subsequently, we welcomed
Dr. Garry Froese as Pat’s successor in September.
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The year ended with the death of Rev. Allister Skinner,
former minister of Cordova Bay United Church after the
congregation moved from Cordova Bay Road to Claremont
Avenue. I think of the ministerial legacy of Cordova Bay
United this way: Rev. Day conceived the vision, Rev. Clare
Holmes rescued the vision, Rev. Wilf Waddell expanded the
vision, Rev. Allister Skinner energized the vision,
Reverends Larry Scott and Anna Constantin advanced the
vision, and Rev. Gordon Cann sustained the vision.
How true are the words of St. Paul when he writes to the
Christians in Corinth: “I planted, Apollos watered, but God
gave the growth. For we are God’s servants, working
together. Each builder much choose with care how to build
on the foundation; that foundation is Jesus Christ.” May it
continue to be so in 2019.
Rev. Bill Cantelon

Every Number Represents a Name. Every Name has a Story.
Every Story Matters to God.

CELEBRATE
We welcome EVERYONE! At Cordova Bay United Church
we offer a number of ways to celebrate God through
worship.
Sunday Worship
Join us Sunday at 10 am for an inspiring, thoughtful time
of music, Bible readings, prayer and reflection. It’s a great
way to kick start your week!
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Rev. Bill Cantelon leads our spiritual team and provides
thought-provoking – and challenging – sermons.
At Cordova Bay United we love our music. We have a 24member choir, a nine-member chime choir and a band of
nine musicians. They share the music ministry.
Children will find a Prayer Ground within the sanctuary
where they can sit together and where they will feel
warmly welcomed. There is also a Wondering Time for
children during the service, as well as a children and
youth program with activities designed especially for
them.
After the service we welcome everyone for tea and coffee
(and often there are treats!). It’s a chance to connect with
old friends and meet new ones – all coordinated by our
hospitality team and prepared and served by volunteers.
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We have room for EVERYONE

CELEBRATE
Messy Church
Outside of our regular Sunday worship we have
Messy Church led by Nancy Walker, our
Minister for Children, Youth and Young Adults.
Six evenings a year children bring their parents,
grandparents, friends and family for active – and
messy! – fun.
We explore the Bible through creative activities,
share a meal and celebrate with sacred stories
and song. Kids love it! Dinner is provided. Join
us – but be prepared to get messy!
AWE
For those who prefer a simpler but meaningful
worship experience there is the Alternative
Worship Experience (or AWE). It is about 45
minutes and features contemporary music,
prayer and a message.
Special Services
We also have 12 additional
during liturgical seasons of
including Advent, Christmas
Week, Good Friday, Easter
Saints.
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Broadmead Lodge Services
And we provide regular services at Broadmead
Lodge for those who don’t find it as easy to
make the trip to the church. Broadmead Lodge
is a care home for seniors, veterans and those
with disabilities.
Weddings and funerals
We also worship through weddings and funerals
that take place throughout the year.
Compassionate Friends Service
Every December the Compassionate Friends of
Victoria has a special service at Cordova Bay
United Church. Compassionate Friends is a
worldwide organization that provides comfort,
hope and support to families who have
experienced the death of a son or a daughter, a
brother or a sister, or a grandchild.

CONNECT—Adults
At Cordova Bay United Church we offer a number of
groups where we are able to grow and connect, and
live out our church mission.
Formal committees support the work of the church:
• Board – Governing body that provides oversight
and direction for the congregation.
• Caring – Provides care and support for church
members, especially those with special needs or
who are isolated.
• Carrot Seed – Governs the Carrot Seed Preschool,
which has been operating since 1988.
• Children, Youth and Young Adults – Responsible
for building and supporting children, youth and
young adults in their Christian faith, leadership
development and growth.
• Ministry and Personnel —Responsible for
supporting, overseeing, and supervising our ministry
personnel and lay staff.
• Outreach – Supports and encourages change and
outreach in this community and internationally.
• Property – Manages the church building and
property
• Stewardship – Helps the church fulfill its mission
and ministry through a year-round, ongoing
stewardship program.
• Trustees – The formal body that legally holds the
property for the use and benefit of the congregation.

EVERYONE means every person

CONNECT—Adults
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We also have an assortment of less formal groups.
The Ethel Wilson Women’s Group – Meets
once a month for a different activity and to
provide fellowship, love and support for each
other.
The Men’s Breakfast Group – Meets twice a
month on Saturdays from September through
May for fellowship and to enjoy lively guest
speakers.
Bible Study – Offered regularly throughout the
year. Four people attended the most recent
study before Christmas that reflected on the
Advent Scripture readings.
Library Group – We have a wonderful library run
by six volunteers.
Book Club – Meets once a month for discussion
and friendship.
Knitting Group – We have a knitting group that
knits items for charity. As well the group knits
our Prayer Shawls, which are given in support
of people in spiritual need and to celebrate
special occasions.
Choir – If you love to sing, then this choir is for
you. Under the leadership of our Music
Director Dr. Garry Froese, the choir leads us
in joyful song during worship.
Chime Choir – Margaret Chambers leads this
charming choir that inspires the congregation
with its musicality.
The Band – Under the direction of Elaine
Zandee, the band is a lively and vital part of
our music ministry.
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CONNECT—Next Generation
At Cordova Bay United Church we love children and
we’d love to have yours join us. Nancy Walker is our
Minister for Children, Youth and Young Adults. If you’d
like to talk about the programs featured below or have
any questions, give her a call, text her or send an email.
Sunday Worship - We welcome ALL children and youth
into our church and provide them with a number of ways
they can get involved.
• Prayer Ground – We provide children and youth with
their own “Prayer Ground” – an area where they can
sit together during the regular Sunday service.
• Wondering Time - Wondering Time is the time
during the Sunday service when the children are the
focus. It’s a time for them to listen to a Bible story or
watch a video about a refugee child or take part in an
interactive play.
• Sunday Children and Youth Program – Following
Wondering Time the children and youth take part in
programs designed especially for them.
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Youth Groups
There are a number of other activities for children and
youth outside regular Sunday services.
Junior Youth – The Awesome Peoples group is for
grades 4-6/7. They come together to explore faith and
build community. In 2018, they went for a tour of Mustard
Seed, bowling, mini-golf, Game Day and watched a
Victoria Royal’s hockey game.
Senior Youth – The Youth Fellowship Group gets
together once a month to build fellowship through a
variety of activities. In 2018 they worked at the soup
lunch at the congregational Annual General Meeting to
raise funds for youth to attend the national conference,
fundraised at the church’s Fall Rummage Sale and other
community events and shopped for Angel Gifts for those
in need at Our Place.
Senior youth are active within The United Church
regionally and nationally. Two youth, Austin Foster and
Jesse Moffat, attended Evolve at Cultus Lake. Evolve is
an annual gathering of BC Conference United Church
youth, young adults and leaders to form community,
explore our faith and energize each other.
Jesse Moffat was selected to represent the BC
conference at the annual General Council meeting in
Toronto and he was also selected to represent BC youth
in a United Church summer pilgrimage across Canada.

EVERYONE means every generation

CONTRIBUTE
Welcoming EVERYONE at Cordova Bay United
means EVERYONE is part of our church family,
whether they are across the pew, across town, or
across the world.
One way we focus on those who are across the pew
is through the Caring Ministry. The Caring Ministry
Team provides pastoral care and support as well as
a host of other services, including transporting
people who wish to come to church but are unable
to drive.
Across town, Cordova Bay United continues to
support the work of Our Place inner-city community
centre. In 2018, we provided a lunch for Our Place
clients, regularly dropped off supplies like socks and
underwear, and contributed more than 100
Christmas gifts —a donation totaling more than
$4,000. For many of the men and women it was the
only Christmas gift they received.
The Ethel Wilson Women’s Group continued their
support for a variety of worthy causes, contributing
more than $2,500 to the Cridge Centre Respite
Program, Women’s Sexual Assault Centre, the 1UP
Single Parent Resource Centre, Bridges for Women
(an employment training program for women with a
history of trauma and abuse), Margaret Laurence
House and our sponsored Syrian family.
Under the leadership of the Outreach Ministry
Team, Cordova Bay United sponsored a Syrian
family. The family arrived in April 2018 and were
formally introduced to the congregation at a
welcome shower. The family got to know the church
community by attending Messy Church, ESL
volunteer placements, as well as connections and
numerous meetings in person and by email with the
sponsorship group itself.
As well, this year Cordova Bay United contributed
$15,000 to support the Mission and Service fund,
which provides support to people in need
provincially, nationally and globally.
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Our financial plan
YEAR END FINANCIAL
REPORT

The Stewardship Committee helps fulfil the Cordova
Bay United Church mission and ministry by putting
in place a year-round, ongoing stewardship
program.
One aspect of the program is preparing an annual
budget that Council and then the congregation
approves at the annual meeting. The Stewardship
Committee works with the congregation throughout
the year to help meet its budget obligations.
As you can see from the attached financial
statements, we ended 2018 with a $2,500 surplus!

INCOME
Total Givings
Carrot Seed
Use of Building
Fundraisers
ProVision Fund
Other
Total Income

$ 274,897.20
$ 24,800.00
$ 19,359.00
$ 35,871.22
$ 4,253.57
$ 9,308.15
$ 368,489.64

EXPENSES
Committees & Ministries
Mission & Service & Outreach
Building & Property
Office & Fundraising
Staffing
Other

$ 16,590.21
$ 20,000.00
$ 45,113.10
$ 7,937.34
$ 272,714.99
$ 3,646.77

Total Expenses

$ 366,002.41

Net Surplus

$

In October 2018, at the beginning of the Season of
Thanksgiving, we introduced the Givings Tree
Challenge to encourage members to pledge
increased regular offerings in support of our church.
In response to the Challenge, 57 members pledged
a total of $13,000 increased givings going forward
into the new year.

$2,500

On behalf of the Stewardship Committee, I want to
thank everyone in the congregation for your
continued and financial support for the mission and
ministry of Cordova Bay United Church.

surplus in the
2018 budget

$13,000+

ongoing givings as
part of the Givings
Tree Challenge

$4,500

for Memorial
Gardens marker
at Royal Oak Burial
Gardens

$5000

provincial grant to
the Carrot Seed

John Anderson, chair of Stewardship Committee

WAYS TO GIVE
PRE-AUTHORIZED REMITTANCE
This easy method is an alternative
to church envelopes. Your donation
is withdrawn from you bank account around the
20th of the month. You can stop or add to your donation at any time. If you are interested please
contact the church office.

OFFERING ENVELOPES

We offer “Weekly Offering Envelopes” that can be used for cash or
cheques. Contact the church office
if you would like to receive a yearly
set of envelopes.

2487.23

New boat and car for the Carrot
Seed playground

LOOKING BACK AT 2018
Pat Shumka given fond farewell
In June 2018, Cordova Bay United Church celebrated the music ministry and retirement of our long-time music
director Pat Shumka. Sing to Our God! Celebrating the Music Ministry of Pat Shumka was a service in
recognition of Pat’s incredible contribution over 47 years (15 as a choir member and 32 as music director).
Former CBUC ministers Rev. Allister Skinner and Rev. Gordon Cann were in attendance and joined Rev. Bill
Cantelon in paying tribute to Pat. Former ministers Rev. Larry Scott and Rev. Anna Constantin sent
congratulatory messages.
Present and past members of the choir joined together in heartfelt performances. Current choir member Peggy
Dayton led the choir in an anthem called Because, which she wrote especially for the occasion.
Kate Insley on flute joined Pat on the organ for a duet called Elegy for Flute & Organ, op.21. The CBUC Chime
Choir performed Chapel Chimes and The CBUC Band led the congregation in Pat’s favourite hymn Be Thou
My Vision.
Dr. Garry Froese welcomed as new music director
Dr. Garry Froese joined Cordova Bay United as its new music director in September 2018 and has settled in
nicely.
On the first Sunday in Advent Garry led our choir in the Festival of the Lessons and Carols. It was a first for our
church.
Garry has a long career teaching music at all levels, including instructing voice at the Victoria Conservatory of
Music (VCM), and conducting the VCM Chorale, a college-level chorus.
Garry also conducts The Victoria Harmony Choir, which performed a concert at the church in December.
Syrian family warmly welcomed
The Syrian family we sponsored arrived in April and were given a welcome shower at the church. The church
raised more than $50,000 to bring the family – dad Ayman, mom Nour and their three children – to Canada and
support them for a year.
The Sponsorship Committee and church volunteers, under the guidance of The Outreach Ministry, has done a
lot of work with the family, including finding and furnishing a place for them to live, helping with English
language lessons, and driving them to appointments.

LOOKING BACK AT 2018
Custodian Debbie Adkins retires
Long-time custodian Debbie Adkins retired in October after many years of service. Debbie was replaced by
Jack Panter, who is doing an admirable job.
Summer student hired
Thanks to a federal grant, Cordova Bay United hired a summer student to fill in over the summer for office
administrator Jane Shumka. Leslie Moffat did a terrific job covering office duties as well as building the church’s
new website.
Memorial Gardens relocated and reconstructed
The transfer of ashes from the Memorial Garden to Royal Oak Burial Gardens was completed in 2018.
As well, the Memorial Garden itself was reconstructed, largely thanks to the efforts of Barrie Morson, Alan
Hodgson and John Rowan. Plans are in the works for the Memorial Garden to hold its first worship service this
Easter.

LOOKING AHEAD

This report celebrates all the great, faithful work that Cordova Bay United Church
has achieved this past year. As we look back on 2018, possibilities for 2019 and
beyond start to percolate. The church, spearheaded by Bill Walker, is looking
towards a vision of how we can participate in God’s mission.
It brings me joy to know that I am part of a faith community that looks beyond the
glories of the past, a community that seeks transformation, wanting to reflect God’s
peace, love and grace.
Transformation means change. Following God’s call, embracing transformation, may bring a touch of
anxiety. The beautiful thing about being part of a community is that we don’t have to walk the path
alone. Instead falling to fear and worry, we can encourage each other with hope, creativity, and
connection. As people of faith, we know that all things are possible, that God makes all things new.
I believe that God has not only created but is still creating - moment by moment, act by act. As I see
snow drops and daffodils on my walks, I am reminded that new life can be seen every day. The Spirit
is moving in the world, and most definitely in our church. I can’t wait to see what God has in store for
us next!
“Start by doing what’s necessary; then do what’s possible; and suddenly you are doing the
impossible.” Attributed to Francis of Assisi
Nancy Walker
Minister for Children, Youth & Young Adults

