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NEXT MEETING 

SECOND TUESDAY OF 

EACH MONTH  

SEPTEMBER 8, 2026 

6:00 PM 

THE ICCHV 

 290 EAST STRAND, 

KINGSTON, NY 

 

GREAT AUGUST MEETING.  

THANK YOU TO THE AOH FOR 

THE BBQ AND JOHN KELLY, 

DAVE DOYLE AND THEIR CREW 

FOR COOKING AND CLEANING.  

THE CRAIC WAS 90  

 

COME ON DOWN TO THE NEXT 

MEETING 

HOOLEY ON THE 

HUDSON XXV 2026 

 
THE ENTERTAINMENT WILL BE 

FIRST RATE. 

THE WEATHER WILL BE PERFECT. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR 

MEMBERSHIP FOR VOLUNTEERING 

AND HELPING.  THANK YOU TO THE 

DEDICATED COMMITTEE FOR 

PLANNING ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 

HOOLEY ON THE HUDSON™ 

 

 

PLEASE THANK OUR 

SPONSORS. 

WE COULD NOT PRODUCE 

THE BEST IRISH FESTIVAL IN 

THE COUNTY WITHOUT 

THEIR CONTINUOUS 

SUPPORT.  

 

ADAM’S FAIR ACRE FARMS 

ARACE ELECTRIC 

ARCHTOP FIBER 

AROLD CONSTRUCTION 

CAREY PLUMBING AND HEATING 

CITY OF KINGSTON – DPW 

CITY OF KINGSTON – KFD 

CITY OF KINGSTON – KPD 

CITY OF KINGSTON – MAYOR 

NOBLE 

CITY OF KINGSTON – PARKS AND 

REC 

DIAGEO/GUINNESS 

ERIE INSURANCE 

FAST SIGNS 

FRANK GUIDO’S LITTLE ITALY 

HERZOG’S SUPPLY 

HUDSON RIVER MARITIME 

MUSEUM 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL 

SERVICES 

JIM KELLY SMITH 

J MULLEN AND SON’S 

CONSTRUCTION 

JAMES MCGOWAN & SON 

MASONRY 

JVS GRAPHICS 

KARZE ROLL OFF RENTALS 

KINGSTON PLAZA 

LIA HONDA 

MANHATTAN DISTRIBUTORS 

MARINERS HARBOR 

MID-HUDSON VALLEY FEDERAL 

CREDIT UNION 

PLAY HAVEN 

RADIO KINGSTON 

ROMEO AUTO GROUP 

RONDOUT SAVINGS BANK 

RYAN & RYAN INSURANCE 

SAVONA’S TRATTORIA 

SAWYER MOTORS 

THE BRUDERHOF COMMUNITIES 

THE CORNELL RESTAURANT 

UC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

UCAT 

ULSTER COUNTY 

ULSTER COUNTY TOURISM 

ULSTER FEDERAL CREDIT UNIT 

ULSTER SAVINGS BANK 

VINCENT ROSSETTI GOVERNMENT 

RELATIONS 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 

WIN SUPPLY 

WOODSTOCK LANDSCAPING 

WOODSTOCK PLUMBING & 

HVAC 

3RD
 GENERATION BUILDERS 

 

WE PROBABLY MISSED SOMEONE.  

WE RECEIVE A TREMENDOUS 

AMOUNT OF COOPERATION FROM 

EVERYONE WE CONTACT BUT IF 

WE FORGOT TO MENTION YOU 

HERE, WE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH 

THEIR NAMES LATER. 

 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE 

 

 

Bill Kearney,   Editor 

Neil Murray,   Columnist/Historian AOH 

Mandy Bruck,  Columnist LAOH 

Fr. Kevin Malick,  Chaplain AOH 

Fr. John Kearney,  Chaplain LAOH 

Jim Carey,    President AOH Division 1 

Patricia Boyle Jacob,  President LOAH Division 5 

 

P.O. Box 2026 

Kingston, NY  12402 

www.ulsteraoh.com 
 



 

 
THE 

HISTORIAN’S CORNER 
NEIL MURRAY 

 

Ceremonial Staff Gifted to 

Mayor LaGuardia 
 

 
 

At our last meeting Jim Carey had 

a relic / antique that was given to 

him by a Kingston community 

member.  He asked me to do a little 

research into the piece and the 

history that emerged is quite 

fascinating.  Turns out this is a 

ceremonial staff gifted to New 

York City Mayor LaGuardia from 

Dublin Lord Mayor Alfred Byrne 

on May 22, 1936.  Ireland in 1935 

was struggling to establish itself on 

the world's stage.  The Easter 

Rising of 1916, the War of 

Independence, and the Irish Civil 

War were all still fresh in the minds 

of the Irish people.  Known at the 

time as the Irish Free State, the 

Irish Republic as we know it had 

yet to exist.  Diplomatic exchange 

and joint economic trade was 

essential for the budding 

republic.  The large concentration 

of the Irish diaspora in New York, 

and the friendship between the 

Italian / Jewish NYC Mayor and 

the Mayor of Dublin made the City 

the ideal location to show 

economic ties.  Furthermore, 

Mayor LaGuardia and Irish leader 

Eamon de Valera were considered 

friends according to the New York 

Times.  

 

Although not specifically 

mentioned in period newspaper and 

media reporting this ceremonial 

staff was almost certainly 

commissioned as an official civic 

gift carried by a high level Irish 

diplomatic delegation.  The idea 

being to make an exhibition of Irish 

goods and to boost trade and 

tourism.  Dublin Lord Mayor 

Byrne's visit to New York City was 

highly publicized as his March 13, 

1935 meeting at City Hall would 

demonstrate.  He stayed at the 

prestigious Hotel Astor and it was 

reported the two discussed rural 

Irish farmers who now found 

themselves living in cities.  The 

two mayors, separated by the 

Atlantic, discussed the 

contributions the Irish had made to 

building the city, and to the police 

and fire departments.  Byrne gifted 

shamrocks grown from the Lakes 

of Killarney along with bottles of 

fine Irish Whiskey.  Byrne's visit 

with Mayor LaGuardia would 

culminate on March 17, 1935 as 

the two stood together on 5th 

Avenue to watch the St. Patrick's 

Day parade.  

 

With New Year's Day 1936 Ireland 

remained the Irish Free State 

working toward total 

independence.  Home Rule, the 

notion of continued British 

interference, was still a viable 

option. Many Irish people looked 

to establish full sovereignty, as 

opposed to Home Rule with the 

first step being economic direct 

shipping.  Lord Mayor of Dublin 

Alfred Byrne championed building 

strong relationships with New York 

City and the large Irish diaspora 

who made up much of the work 

and labor force driving the 

economy.  On May 9, 1936 Ireland 

would send their first commercial 

ship with trade goods headed for 

New York.  Mayor Byrne was 

present at the port of Dublin for the 

sent off.  This ceremonial staff, 

dated May 22, 1936, was almost 

certainly commissioned and sent 

across the Atlantic to 

commemorate the launch of this 

first ever direct maritime passenger 

and freight between Dublin and 

New York City.  
 

 
BUS TRIP TO SEE THE METS 

SATURDAY 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 

 

We are putting together a trip down 

to Citi Field to see one of the last 

home games of the Mets this year. 

 

We hope there is enough interest to 

hire a bus to pick us up from the 

ICC, and bring back that night.  

 

All are invited, and if you have 

family and friends that would like 

to attend that would work as well. 

 

METS to take down the Philly's on 

Saturday, September 19, at 4:10 in 

the afternoon.  

The details are round trip 

transportation from the ICC 

probably around 12:00 noon. We 

will be coming back after the 

game, approximately 10:00- 11:00 

PM 

Tickets are $135.00 per person, bus 

parking pass included.  We are 

looking to get 50 people at this 

price.  It would be a great outing 

for all. Clear your schedule for a 

fun day.  Let me know ASAP. 

Please contact me if interested and 

we can figure out how the 

company wants to be paid. 

Chris Maloney 

cmbx231st@yahoo.com 

mailto:cmbx231st@yahoo.com


 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Please keep in your prayers all 

our members who may be 

experiencing ill health. 

Please pray for our brother, Bill 

Harvey. 

 
IN MEMORIUM 

 
James (Jim) J. Sweeney, 83, of 

Kingston passed away at Health 

Alliance Hospital in Kingston on 

August 4, 2026. Born on February 

12, 1943, he was the son of the late 

James P. and Agnes (Henderson) 

Sweeney. 

Jim proudly served his country in 

the US Air Force from 1963 – 1967 

and was honorably discharged at the 

rank of Staff Sergeant. He was 

awarded the Good Conduct Medal, 

the National Defense Service Medal, 

and a Unit Presidential Citation. 

Jim spent his post-military career as 

a Prudential Financial Agent where 

he received many company and 

professional awards as both an 

insurance agent and sales manager. 

Jim was a member of the Ancient 

Order of Hibernians and also a 3rd 

and 4th degree Knight in the Knights 

of Columbus where he also served 

as a past Deputy Grand Knight. 

Jim is survived by his wife of 57 

years, Patricia E. Sweeney, and by 

his daughters: Dr. Patricia Sweeney 

and Amy Vetter and Amy’s 

husband, Brian. Jim is also survived 

by his sisters-in-law: Mrs. Kathleen 

Scala and Mrs. Ann Sottile as well 

as many nieces, nephews, cousins, 

grandnieces, and grandnephews. 

In addition to his parents, Jim is 

predeceased by his sister, Catherine 

Schupp and her husband, John, as 

well as by brothers-in-law, Charles 

Scala and Frank Sottile, and by 

brother-in-law, John Thompson and 

his wife, Debra. 

On behalf of Jim, his family would 

like to thank the Home-Based 

Primary Care Team at the VA 

Albany Healthcare System, Father 

Ya-Ya, Dr. Mary Benoy, and the 5th 

floor staff at the Health Alliance 

Hospital in Kingston for their 

compassion and dedicated care.  

 

 
 
 

AOH 
 “LUCKY THREE” IRISH   

CALENDAR WINNERS  
Bill Murphy 

AUGUST 

8/01 #555 $35 Mike Pugliese 

8/02 #246 $75 John Gorman 

(Sunday) 

8/02 #246 $75 Gregory Rogers 

(Sunday)  

8/08 #379 $35 Pam Boyle 

8/08 #379 $35 Brandon Bogert  

8/12 #057 $35 Jill Berinato 

8/15 #225 $35 Mark Cafaldo 

8/15 #225 $35 Cecelia Hopper 

8/15 #225 $35 Tim & Elaine 

Sheehen 

8/16 #429 $75 Day Minervini 

(Sunday)  

8/17 #952 $35 Erin Geary 

8/18 #415 $35 Emily Arthur 

8/21 #241 $35 Lou Lange   

8/26 #068 $35 Denise Woltman 

8/26 #068 $35 Patricia Sainsbury  

8/31 #664 $35 Henry Bruck    
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

WELCOME 

Remember- 

There are no strangers here; Only 

friends you haven’t yet met.  

W.B. Yeats. 

Sponsor someone for 

membership.  Applications are on 

the website and dues are only 

$25.00 per year. 

Keep searching out those Irish 

sons that qualify for membership. 

Last month we welcomed into 

membership Dr. James Feeney of 

Clinton Corners and Brendan 

O’Reilly of Marlboro, NY. When 

you see them at the meeting say 

hi and welcome them to the 

UCAOH 

 
 

AOH JUNIOR DIVISION 

As always, we need your help to 

spread the word. Nephews, 

Cousins, Grandsons, Family 

Friends... we need them all to 

join! Please help keep the AOH 

alive by instructing our 

youngsters of the cultural 

richness of Ireland! Any input 

and assistance is welcomed!! 
 

 

PIPE, DRUM AND HONOR GUARD 

NEWS 
Joe McKeon 

Feel free to join us. All are 

welcome to come and learn on 

Saturday mornings with Jim 

Carey or with Joe McKeon with 

the band on Monday night. 

 

We are getting ready for the 

Hooley on the Hudson™ 

September 6, 2026 



Thank you to all who could 

participate in all of our activities. 

 

If you ever wanted to have some 

laughs, please consider carrying a 

flag or play the pipes or drums. 

 

 
ULSTER COUNTY AOH  

DIVISION 1 

FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM 
 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Ulster

AOH 

We also have pages setup for the 

Irish Cultural Center Hudson 

Valley. They can be found at: 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/ICCH

udsonValley 

Web: http://www.icchv.org 

Instagram @icchudsonvalley 

Finally, if you have any pictures, 

events, or announcements you 

would like to have posted on the 

AOH or ICC Facebook pages, 

please send a message to either 

Facebook Account. 

 

 
IRISH CULTURAL CENTER (ICC) 

- HUDSON VALLEY 
www.icchv.org 

 

 

As you may be aware our grant 

money for the ICCHV is pending. 

All the paperwork is complete 

with the state and we are 

expecting that we will receive the 

funds in the next few weeks.  

These funds will satisfy our 

bridge loans we have with the 

previous owner of the property 

and also Ulster Savings Bank. 

We now need to raise funds for 

our normal operating expenses 

and some renovations we need to 

fully use the hall. 

 

All donations are appreciated. 

 

Thank you all for your constant 

support, patience and persistence.  

We are moving forward.  Hope to 

see you there soon. 

 

To learn more about the ICCHV 

and to donate, please visit: 

https://www.icchv.org/.   

 

 
GAELIC CLASSES 

Gaelic Classes conducted by our 

own Bob McDonald. Classes are 

each Friday during the school 

session– Gaelic in the Glen, 

online language classes 5:30 pm 

Beginner 6:30 pm Intermediate. 
 

 
TRAD SESSIONS 

Trad Sessions have begun at 

Keegan Ales- the first Sunday of 

each month.  NEXT Session is 

September 6, 2026 

Check out the ICCHV website 

ICCHV.ORG.  Support our loyal 

sponsors.  Thank you.   

Keep Moving Forward!! 

 

 

LAOH DIVISION 5 

NEWS 
Amanda L. (Mandy) Bruck, 

 
Next meeting will be Tuesday, 

September 8, 2026 – at the Port 

Ewen Fire Department 

Headquarters -located at 129 

Legion Court, Port Ewen, NY 

12466. For assistance with 

directions, please reach out to Pam 

Boyle 845-901-1465 or Chrissie 

Wrixon 845-901-1191. If a ride 

would make attending easier, please 

take a moment to check the 

membership roster – you may find a 

member close by who you could 

contact to ask about getting a ride.  
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Hibernian Motto 

Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity 

(Cairdis, Aontacht agus, Chríostaí Carthanais) 

 

Keep the Faith 

(Coinnigh an Faith) 

 

Is Cuimhin Linn 

(We Remember) 
 

 
 

  

P.O. Box 2026 
Kingston, NY  12402 

 


