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Reflection for Easter 

April 4, 2021 
 

Resurrecting Hope in Times of Fear 

Because his witness to love was threatening,  

those exercising power sought to silence Jesus.  

He suffered abandonment and betrayal,  

state-sanctioned torture and execution.  

He was crucified. 

But death was not the last word. 

God raised Jesus from death,  

turning sorrow into joy,  

despair into hope. 

We sing of Jesus raised from the dead. 

We sing hallelujah. 

May the peace of the Risen Christ be always with you. 

Let us pray: 

God of grace and glory, by the death and resurrection of your Beloved 

Child your reign of wholeness has been unleashed within our bent and 

broken world. Open us to your empowering grace that we may be 

bearers of your world-redeeming love; through the resurrected Christ, 

our dignity, our power, and our peace. Amen. 

Each of us comes to Easter, the wonder of Jesus’ resurrection, from 

different places in our faith. Some of you may come to this joyful 

morning full of joy and happiness. Easter Sunday is your favourite 

Sunday of the church year. Others of you may be in gloom rather than 

light. 
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You have just lost someone whom you love. Things are not going well 

for you. And, therefore, there may be part of you that finds all this joy 

and triumphant gladness to be somewhat oppressive. For you, Easter, 

while not suspended, is muted. And if any of that accurately describes 

you—believing, not quite believing, full of joy or fearful—then the story 

of the first Easter is for you. 

There’s a promise implied behind today’s Easter gospel: the risen Christ 

is not here, not entombed in a dead, ancient past. He is risen!  He’s on 

the move! “But go, tell his disciples that he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” Moving toward you, 

eager for you to see and, in seeing, to believe. He wants to give you 

what you need in order to believe and is calling your very own name. I 

don’t care how you came to Easter; Christ’s promise is that you won’t 

go away the same. Even amid your questions, doubts, or reservations, 

Christ will give you the faith to be able to say to the world, in one way 

or another, “They put Jesus to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 

raised him.”  

Perhaps it’s good to be reminded that many come to Easter today, not 

in joy but in grief, not in hope, but in fear. Some may have recently lost 

a loved one and so they come to Easter in a particularly poignant way. 

Others may be still dealing with unresolved grief (does grief ever 

“resolve” in us?) and are hoping to get some insight that will enable 

them to move forward in life, even in their grief. The church soon read 

the resurrection of Jesus as a source of hope for our life-after-life. “He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 

ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.” Our hope amid 

the grief over death is that the same God who raised Jesus Christ from 

the dead will raise us as well. 

The suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus are God’s response to 

the sin, evil, injustice, tragedy, and pain in this world. Jesus experienced 

all these things, and he triumphed over them. He invites all who choose 
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to follow him to live as God’s people, free from the power of sin and 

the fear of death.  

“The power of Easter can be summarized in one word: hope. Hope is 

the sense that things will work out, that despite difficult circumstances 

and painful situations that might lead to despair, something good is 

around the bend. It is something we cannot live without” (Adam 

Hamilton). Dr. Jerome Groopman, who holds a chair in medicine at 

Harvard, notes in his book The Anatomy of Hope, “Hope gives us the 

courage to confront our circumstances and the capacity to surmount 

them. For all my patients, hope, true hope, has proved as important as 

any medication I might prescribe or any procedure I might perform.” 

This is what the story of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection brings 

to us. This is our Easter proclamation. This is our Easter Faith. Whatever 

the future may look like in a post-quarantine, post-COVID-19, post-

pandemic world, Christ will be there, going ahead. Brian McClaren 

describes Easter as “An uprising of hope, not hate. An uprising armed 

with love, not weapons. An uprising that shouts a joyful promise of life 

and peace, not angry threats of hostility and death. It’s an uprising of 

outstretched hands, not clenched fists. It’s the ‘someday’ we have 

always dreamed of, emerging in the present, rising up among and 

within us. This is what it means to be alive, truly alive. This is what it 

means to be walking the road to a new and better day.” 

Unlike the other Gospel authors, Mark leaves us in a disturbing 

predicament on Easter morning. But Mark’s unfinished ending is 

provocative and purposeful: “Mark’s ending is no end; only the reader 

can bring closure” (Lamar Williamson). All we can know with confidence 

is that the raised, crucified one is preceding us into the world, 

promising to become visible in our following. To see Jesus the women 

and the disciples must look ahead. But Mark’s bottom line is that the 

church gets no peek at glory prior to risking its life. The church gets a 

only a word from Jesus and a half-drawn picture of itself. The word 
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comforts and the picture challenges. The word is that the crucified one 

lives and precedes the church, just as he promised. But the picture is a 

challenge: Are we willing to complete an unfinished ending? Where is 

your Galilee in these times of fear? 

By becoming flesh in Jesus, God makes all things new. 

In Jesus’ life, teaching, and self-offering, God empowers us to live in 

love. 

In Jesus’ crucifixion, God bears the sin, grief, and suffering of the world. 

In Jesus’ resurrection God overcomes death. 

Nothing separates us from the love of God. 

The Risen Christ lives today, present to us and the source of our hope.  

 

Bill Cantelon 


