Caring Ministry Team 2025 Annual Report

The Caring team consists of Pastor Beth Parsons, Arnette Anderson, Noreen Nash, Ruth Schulz, Carol-
Ann Staples, Rev. Win Stokes, Elizabeth Surerus, Joanne Thomas (secretary), and Elaine Zandee.
Noreen Nash took over chairing the committee in September for a few months allowing Joanne to
continue secretarial duties. In November, the Outreach committee merged with Caring bringing Edith
and Les Hudgins and Pat MacLeod onto the team. The committee is now called the Caring-Outreach
Committee. We extend our appreciation to Marcia Goodwin who withdrew from the team in
September and to Noreen who stepped down from chairing in December but continues to serve on the
committee.

The Caring team supports members of the congregation through visits, calls, cards, letters, and food.
This past year, over 30 cards were sent to those who were bereaved or experiencing health concerns.
Throughout the year, members have visited and/or delivered food to those in need. The bulk of
pastoral care continues to be handled by Pastor Beth Parsons.

Four (4) Cafés were held during the year — the December Café also featured a Bake Sale which was well
supported by the congregation and raised $1250 for the Church budget. The Book sale held in April
raised $275. With the addition of funds from the Cafés, Caring raised a total of $1891 for the church
budget in 2025. From funds raised at the 2024 Bake Sale, $250 was donated to the Victoria Hand Project
and $250 to Hospice Bereavement Services.

In the Spring, Caring participated in the United Church of Canada Postcard project and sent 31
postcards to other United churches across Canada. In April, Marney Thompson came to speak to our
committee about the Bereavement Services that Hospice offers to those with terminal illness and to
their families.

A major focus of the Caring committee in 2025 was producing a comprehensive resource package for
those facing a death. Rev. Win Stokes spearheaded this extensive project producing a package entitled
Navigating the End of Life Journey. This was presented to the congregation in November and 23
packages were distributed. Once the church website is functional, it will be made available to
download and local United churches will be notified.

At the end of the year, Caring-Outreach dispersed a total of $2,000 in Outreach funds to Our Place, the
Sidney Lyons Food Bank, Mustard Seed, and a modest amount to a local Syrian family that CBUC
sponsored several years ago who are temporarily struggling financially.

Extra helping hands enables us to continue to put on gatherings, sales, and events.
The Caring-Outreach team would welcome new members and/or volunteers. To quote Helen Keller
“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”

Respectfully submitted
Joanne Thomas, Secretary



