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Sunday, December 7, 2025
“The Gnct of Waiting”
The Life and the Work of the Church

Mission & Service Birthday/Anniversary Recognition

Happy birthday to you,

To Jesus be true,

May God’s gracious blessings
rest always with you.

Centring Music | Wonder As | Wander
by John Jacob Niles; arranged by Glenn Parsons

Where Do You See Peace?

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Peace

Today is the Advent of Peace.

We light this candle to bring peace

into shadows of despair.

We light this candle as our commitment

to bringing justice into the world.

We light this candle to reveal the Way of Jesus,
who brought peace to the world.

Choral Response | Am Sending You Light
(Then Let Us Sing 99)

Remain Seated
Words and Music: Melanie DeMore, 2019;Arrangement: Peter Amidon, 2022
Words and Music © 2019 Melanie DeMore; Arrangement © 2019 Peter Amidon
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

| am sending you peace to heal you, to hold you.

| am sending you peace to hold you in love.

| am sending you peace to heal you, to hold you.

| am sending you peace to hold you in love. Repeat

Advent Prayer

Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
(Voices United 1,vs. 1,4,6 & 7)

Words: from the Latin antiphons for Advent, ca 9th century; trans. John Mason Neale 1851, et al.
Music: 15th century plainsong melody; arr. by Healey Willan 1880 — 1968
Words copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission.
Arrangement copyright © Concordia Publishing House.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lowly exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O lIsrael.

4 O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem,
from every foe deliver them
that trust your mighty power to save,
and give them victory o'er the grave. Refrain

6 O come, O Dayspring, from on high,
and cheer us by your drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
all peoples in one heart and mind;
O bid our sad divisions cease,
and be for us the Prince of Peace. Refrain

A Time to Wonder

Anthem The Yearning
Words by Susan Bentall Boersma, Music by Craig Courtney

Scripture Reading Isaiah 7:1-17

Reflection “Called To Wait”



Hymn of the Day Once in Royal David’s City
(Voices United 62)

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander 1848, alt.
Music: Henry John Gauntlett 1849; harm. Arthur Henry Mann, desc. David Willcocks 1970
Harmony Copyright © 1957 Novello & Co. Limited. Administered by Shawnee Press Inc.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

1 Once in royal David's city
stood a lowly cattleshed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2 He came down to earth from heaven
who, with God, is over all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall.
There among the poor and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3 For he is our lifelong pattern;
daily, when on earth he grew,
he was tempted, scorned, rejected,
tears and smiles like us he knew.
Thus he feels for all our sadness,
and he shares in all our gladness.

4 And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love;
for that child who seemed so helpless
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.

The Holy Sacrament of Communion

Welcome to the Table

Responsive Song Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary
(More Voices 18)

Words and music: John W. Thompson and Randy Scruggs
Words and music © 1982 for all territories of the world by Whole Armour & Full Armour Publishing Companies
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy tried and true; with thanksgiving.
I'll be a living sanctuary for you.

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Liturgy

Responsive Song Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy tried and true; with thanksgiving.
I'll be a living sanctuary for you.

Liturgy

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is the one that comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

Liturgy

Responsive Song Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy tried and true; with thanksgiving.
I'll be a living sanctuary for you.



Liturgy Offering Music He Shall Feed His Flock
by G.F Handel, arr. by Edward Broughton, from the “Messiah”

The Mystery of Our Faith

Choral Response In the Bleak Midwinter (VU 55, v.4)

Christ has died. O usi: Gustay Thoodor Holat 1606~
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again. What can | give him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
Responsive Song Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary if | were a wise man, | would do my part;

yet what | can | give him - give my heart.
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy tried and true; with thanksgiving. Offering Prayer
I'll be a living sanctuary for you.

Joys and Concerns

Liturgy
The Prayers for Ourselves and Others

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup

The Lord’s Prayer

Prayer after Communion

Parting Hymn People Look East

At this table, Christ is the host, welcoming all who hunger. (Voices United 9, vs. 1, 3,4 and 5)
At our tables, may Christ be our guest this day and always, s, S Fos 1026 M Focs ol oy b Mt Pl S oz
that we m|ght welcome hope’ peace, joy, and |ove into our Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved.
lives, and become hosts to God’s presence and people. o
God of Love, guide us to the stables of our world, where the 1 People, look east. The time is near
lonely and longing gather. Lead us to the mangers of our of the crowning of the year.
time, where hope and renewal are born again. Make your house fair as you are able,
Make us heralds of your love and joy. Amen. trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Invitation to Offering (Alan Priestley) Love the guest is on the way.
Peace is your gift, O God: 3 Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
the peace of generosity, guard the nest that must be filled;
the peace of compassion, even the hour when wings are frozen
the peace of communion with each other. God for fledging time has chosen.
In thankfulness for God’s peace, we offer People, look east and sing today:
ourselves and our gifts to support Christ’s ministry near and far. Love the bird is on the way.

Our offering will now be received.



4 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today:

Love the star is on the way.

5 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth
Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today:
Love the Lord is on the way.

Benediction

The word we have been given this day is peace.

May we carry peace on our journey throughout this week.
May we share the blessing that we have received, this day and
always. Amen.

Postlude Hark, the Glad Sound!
by Thomas Haeis, arr. by Stewart Landon
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